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PREFACE. 


I NOW difcharge my promife , and 
complete my defign , of writing the 
Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire, both in the Weft 
and the Eaft. The whole period extends 
from the age of Trajan and the Anto- 
n'ines , to the taking of Conftantinople 
by Mahomet thefecond; and includes 
a review of the Crufades and the ftate 
of Rome during the middle ages. Since 
the publication of the firft volume , 
twelve years have elapfed ; twelve years, 
according to my wish, « of health, of 
I a leifure , and of perfeverance. ” I 
may now congratulate my deliverance 
from a long and laborious fervice, and 
my fatisfatftion will be pure and perfetft, 
if the public favour should be extended 
to the conclufion of my work. 

It was my firft intention to have 
colletfted under one view , the numerous 
authors , of every age and language, 
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from whom I have derived the materials 
of this hiftory ; and I am flill convinced 
that the apparent oftentation would be 
more than compenfated by real ufe. If I 
have renounced this idea ; if I have declin- 
ed an undertaking which had obtained 
the approbation of a- mafter-artift % 
my excufe may be found in the extreme 
difficulty of affigning a proper meafure 
to fuch a catalogue. A naked lift of 
names and editions would not be fatis- 
factory either to myfelf or my readers : 
the characters of the principal Authors 
of the Roman and Byzantine Hiftory, 
have been occaftonally connected with 
the events which they defcribe ; a more 
copious and critical enquiry might in- 
deed deferve, but it would demand, an 
elaborate volume which might fwell by 
degrees into a general library of hiftorical 
writers. For the prefent I shall content 
myfelf with renew ing my ferious pro- 
teftation , that I have always endeavoured 

* See Dr. Robertfon’s Preface to his Hiftory of America. 

“ . / 
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to draw from the fountain-head ; that 
my curiofity, as well as a fenfe of duty, 
has always urged me to ftudy the 
originals ; and that , if they have fome- 
times eluded my fearch , I have carefully 
marked the fecondary evidence , on 
whofe . faith a paffage or a fa£t were 
reduced to depend. 

I shall foon revifit the banks of the 
lake of Laufanne , a country which I 
have known and loved from my early 
youth. Under a mild government , 
amidft a beauteous landsldp , in a life 
of leifure and independence, and among 
a people of eafy and elegant manners , 
I have enjoyed, and may again hope 
to enjoy, the varied pleafures of retire- 
ment and fociety. But I shall ever glory 
in the name and character of an English- 
man : I am proud of my birth in a free 
and enlightened country ; and the 
approbation of that country is the bell 
and molt honourable reward of my 
labours. Were I ambitious of any other 
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Patron than the public , I would infcribe 
this work to a Statefman , who , in a long , 
«. flormy, and at length an unfortunate 
admitiiftration , had many political oppo- 
nents, almoff without a perfonal enemy: 
who has retained , in his fall from power, 
many faithful and difinterefted friends; 
and who , under the preffure of fevere 
infirmity, enjoys the lively vigour of his 
mind , and the felicity of his incompar- 
able temper. Lord North will permit 
me to exprefs the feelings of friendship 
in the language of truth : but even truth 
and friendship should be filent, if he 
hill difpenfed the favours of the crown.' 

In a remote folitude , vanity may fiill 
whifper in my ear, that my readers, 
perhaps, may enquire, whether, in the 
conclufion of the prefent work , I am 
now taking an everlafiing farewell. They 
shall hear all that I know myfelf, all that 

I could reveal to the molt intimate friend. 

/ 

The motives of action orfilence are now 
equally balanced ; nor can I pronounce 
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in my moft fec.ret thoughts , on which fide 
the fcale will preponderate. I cannot dif- 
femble that fix ample quartos muft 
have tried, and may have exhaufted , 
the indulgence . of the Public ; that , in 
the repetition of fimilar attempts , a 
fuccefsful Author has much more to 
lofe , than he can hope to gain ; that I 
am now defcending into the vale of 
years ; and that the moft refpe&able of 
my countrymen ,, the men whom I 
afpire to imitate, have refigned the pen 
of hiftory about the fame period of 
their lives. Yet I confider that the annals 
of ancient and modern times may afford 
many rich and interefting fubje^ls ; that 
I am ftill poffefTed of health and leifure ; 
that by the pradlice of writing, fome 
skill and facility muft be acquired ; and 
that in the ardent purfuit of truth and 
knowledge , I am not confcious of 
decay. To an adlive mind, indolence 
is more painful than labour ; and the 
firft months of my liberty will be oc- 
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cupied and amufed in the excurfions of 
curiofity and tafte. By fuch temptations, 

I have been fometimes feduced from the 
rigid duty even of a pleafing and 
voluntary task : but my time will now 
be my own ; and in the ufe or abufe of 
independence, 1 shall no longer fear 
my own reproaches or thofe of my 
friends. I am fairly entitled to a year 
of jubilee : next fummer and the follow- 1 
ing winter will rapidly pafs away ; 
and experience only can determine 
whether I shall ftill prefer the freedom 
and variety of ftudy to the defign and 
compofition of a regular work, which 
animates, while it confines, the daily 
application of the Author. Caprice and 
accident may influence my choice ; but 
the dexterity of felf-love will contrive . 
to applaud either atflive induflry, or 
philofophic repofe. 

Downing-Street , 

May I, 1788- 
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P. S. I Ihall embrace this opportunity of intro- 
ducing two verbal remarks , which have not 
conveniently offered themfelves to my notice, 
i. As often as I ufe the definitions of beyond the 
Alps , the Rhine, the Danube, &c. I generally 
fuppofe myfelf at Rome, and afterwards at Con- 
ftantinople ; without obferving whether this 
relative geography may agree with the local , 
but variable, fituation of the reader, or the 
hiflorian. 2. In proper names of foreign, and 
efpecially of Oriental origin, it ftiould be always 
our aim to exprefs in our Englifh verfiqn , a 
faithful copy of the original. But this rule , 
which is founded on a juft regard to uniformity 
and truth , muft often be relaxed ; and the 
exceptions will be limited or enlarged by the 
cuftom of the language and the tafte of the 
interpreter. Our alphabets may be often defec- 
tive : a harfli found, an uncouth fpelling, might 
offend the ear or the eye of our countrymen; 
and fome words , notorioufly corrupt , are fixed, 
and, as it were, naturalifed in the vulgar tongue. 
The prophet Mohammed can no longer be ftrip- 
ped of the famous, though improper appellation 
of Mahomet: the well-known cities of Aleppo, 

Damafcus, aud Cairo, would almoft be loft in 
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« 

the ftrange defcriptions of Haleb , Demashk , and 
Sil Cahira : the titles and offices of the Ottoman 
empire are faihioned by the pradtice of three 
hundred years ; and we are pleafed to blend 
the three Chinefe monofyilables , Con-fu-tnee in 
the refpeflable name of Confucius, or even to 
adopt the Portuguefe corruption of Mandarin. 
But I would vary the ufe of Zoroafter and / er- 
dtnh , as I drew my information from Greece op 
Perfta: fince onr connection with India, the 
genuine Timnw is reflored to the throne of Tamer. 
lane : our molt correct writers have retrenched 
the Al , the fuperfluous article, from the Koran; 
and we efcape an ambiguous termination , by- 
adopting Moslem inftead of Mufulman, in the 
plural number. In thefc , and in a thoufand 
examples, the {hades of diftindtion are often 
minute; and I can feel, where I cannot explain, 
the motives of my choice. '■ : 
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Zeno and Anaftajius , Emperors of the Eafl.— Birth , 
Education , and firji Exploits of Thcodoric the OJiro - 
goth. — His Invafwn and Conqutji of Italy . — The 
Gothic Kingdom of Italy — State of the Wcjl. — Mili- 
tary and Civil Government. — The Senator Boethius. 
— Laji Ails and Death of Theodoric. 


After the fall of the Roman Empire in the 
Weft, an interval of fifty years, till the memor- 
able reign of Juftinian, is faintly marked by the 
obfeure names and imperfetft annals of Zeno , 
Anaftafius, and Juftin, who fucceffively afeended 
the throne of Conftantinople. During the fame 
period, Italy revived and flourjfiied under the 
government of a Gothic king, who might have 
" Vol. VII. B 
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3 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


C H A P. 

XXXIX. 

Birth ami 
education of 
The od uric. 

A 1). 

451 — 47 ?. 


deferved a llatue among the bell and braveft of 
the ancient Romans. 

Theodoric the Oftrogoth, the fourteenth in 
lineal defeent of the royal line of the Amali 1 , 
.was born in the neighbourhood of. Vienna* two 
years after the death of Attila. A recent victory 
had reftored the independence of the Oftrogoths ; 
and the three brothers, Walamir, Theodemir, 
and Widimir, who ruled that warlike nation with 
united counfels , had feparately pitched their ha- 
bitations in the fertile though defolate province 
of Pahnonin. The Huns (till threatened their 
revolted fubjccls , but their lialty attack was 
repelled - ' by the finglc forces of Walamir , and 
the news of his victory reached the did ant camp 
of his brother in the fame aufpicious moment 
that the favourite concubine of I heodemir was 
delivered of a fon and heir. In the eighth year of 
his age, Theodoric was reluctantly yielded by his 
father to the public intcrelt, as the pledge of an 
alliance which Leo, emperor of the Eaft, had 
confented to purchafe by an annual fubfidy of 
three hundred pounds of gold. The royal holtage 
was educated at -Conftantinople with care and 
tendernefs. His bqdy was formed to all the ex- 
crcifes of war , his mind was expanded by the 
habits of liberal converfation ; he frequented the 
fchools of the molt fkilful mailers; but he difdaiti- 
ed or neglected the arts of Greece , and fo ignor- 
ant did he always remain of the firft elements of 
fcience , that a rude mark was contrived to re- 
prefent the fignature of the illiterate king of 
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Italy \ As foon as lie had attained the age of 
eighteen , he was reftored to the wifhes of the 
OftrogOths , whom the emperor afpired to gain, 
by liberality and confidence. Walatnir had fallen 
in battle; the youngeft of the brothers, Widimir, 
had led away into Italy and Gaul an army of 
Barbarians, and the whole nation acknowledged 
for their king the father of Theodoric. His fe- 
rocious fubjedts admired the flrength and ftatuve 
of their young prince*; and he foon convinced 
them that he had not degenerated from the val- 
our of his anceftors. At the head of fix thoufand 
volunteers he fecretly left the camp in quell of 
adventures , defcended the Danube as far as 
Singidunum or Belgrade, and foon returned. to 
his father with the fpoils of a Sarmatian king 
whom he had vanqu iflied and flain. Such triumphs, 
however, were productive only of fame, and the 
invincible Oftrogoths were reduced to extreme 
diftrefs by the want of clothing and food. They 
unanimoufly refolved to defert their Pannonian 
encampments , and boldly to advance into the 
warm and wealthy neighbourhood of the Byzan- 
tine court, which already maintained in pride 
and luxury fo many bands of confederate Goths. 
After proving by fome ads of hoftility that they 
could be dangerous , or at leaft troublefome en. 
emies , the Ollrogoths fold at a high prifce their 
reconciliation and fidelity, accepted a donative 
of lands and money , and were entrufled with 
the defence of the lower Danube, under the 
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4 THE decline and fall 

chap, command of Theodoric, who fucceeded after his 
xxxix. father’s death to the hereditary throne of the Amali 
The reign of An hero, defcended from a race of kings , muft 
D have defpifed the bafe Ifanrian who was inverted 
474 — 49 i. with the Roman purple , without any endowments 
Feb. Apr. 9. Q £ m ; nc j or body, without any advantages of 
royal birth , or fuperior qualifications. After the 
failure of the Theodofian line , the choice of 
Pulcheria and of the fenate might be juftified in 
fome meafure by the chara&ers of Martian and 
Leo; but the latter of thefe princes confirmed 
and diflionoured his reign by the perfidious 
murder of Afpar and his foils, who too rigoroufly 
exaded the debt of gratitude and obedience. The 
inheritance of Leo and of the Eaft was peaceably 
devolved on his infant grandfon, the fon of his 
daughter Ariadne ; and her Ifaurian hufband , the 
fortunate Trafcalifleus, exchanged that barbarous 
found for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After 
the deceafe of the elder Leo , he approached with 
unnatural refped the throne of his fon, humbly 
received, as a gift, the fecond rank in the empire, 
and foon excited the public fufpicion on the hid- 
den and premature death of his young colleague, 
whofe life could no longer promote the fuccefs 
of his ambition. But the palace of Conftantinople 
was ruled by female influence, and agitated by 
female paflions: and Verina, the widow of Leo, 
claiming his empire as her own, pronounced a 
fentenoe of depofition againft the worthlefs and 
ungrateful fervant on whom fhe alone had be- 
ft»wed the feeptre of the Eaft *. As foon as fhe 
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founded a revolt in the ears of Zeno, he fled with ( 
precipitation into the mountains of lfauria, and her 
brother Bafilifcus, already infamous by his African 
expedition 1 , was unanimoufly proclaimed by 
thefervile fenate. But the reign of the ufurpep 
was Ihort and turbulent. Bafilifcus prefumed to 
affaffinate the lover of his filler ; he dared to 
offend the lover of his wife, the vain and infolent 
Harmatius , who , in the midft of Afiatic luxury, 
aifedted the drefs , the demeanour, and the fur- 
name of Achilles \ By the confpiracy of the 
malecontents, Zeno was recalled from exile, the 
armies , the capital. , the perfon of Bafilifcus , 
were betrayed, and his whole family was con- 
demned to the long agony of cold and hunger 
by the inhuman conqueror, who wanted courage 
to encounter or to forgive his enemies. The 
haughty fpirit of Verina was ftill incapable of 
fubmiflion or repofe. She provoked the enmity 
of a favourite general , embraced his caufe as 
foon as he was difgraced , created a new emperor 
in Syria and Egypt , raifed an army of feventy 
thoufand men , and perfifted to the laft moment 
of her life in a fruitlefs rebellion, which, accord- 
ing to the falhion of the age, had been predicted 
by Chriftian hermits and Pagan magicians. While 
the Eaft was afflidled by the paffions of Verina, 
her daughter Ariadne was diltinguifhed by the 
female virtues of mildnefs and fidelity; Ihe fol- 
lowed her hufband in his exile , and after his 
reftoration fhe implored his clemency in favour 
of her mother. On the deceafc of Zeno, Ariadne, 
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revolt of 
Theodoric. 
A. D. 
475 


chat, the daughter, the mother, and the widow of an 
xxxix. emperor, gave her hand and the Imperial title 
(HAnufta- to Anaftafius , an aged domeftic of the palace, 
a. n. who furvived his elevation above twenty-feven 
Apr *7 "ju| R 's y ears ’ anc ^ ' sv ^ 1 °f e character is attefted by the 
acclamation of the people, “ Reign as you have 
« lived * ! ” 

Whatever fear or affedion could beftow^ was 
profufely lavifhed by Zeno on the king of. the 
Ollrogoths; the rank of patrician and co'nful, the 
483 ‘ command of the Palatine troops, an equeflrian 
ftatue , a treafure in gold and filver of many 
thoufand pounds , the naijie of fon , and the 
promife of a rich and honourable -wife. As long 
as Theodoric condefeended to ferve, he fupported 
with courage and fidelity the caufe of his bene- 
factor: his rapid march contributed to the refto- 
ration of Zeno; and in the fecond revolt, . the 
Walamirs , as they were called , purfued and 
prefled the Afiatic rebels, till they left an eafy 
vidory to the Imperial troops ‘\ But the faithful 
fervant was fuddenly converted into a formidable 
enemy , who fpread the flames of war from 
Conftantinople to the Adriatic; many flourifhing 
cities were reduced to afhes , and the agriculture 
of Thrace was almoft extirpated by the wanton 
cruelty of the Goths, who deprived their captive 
peafants of the right hand that guided the 
plough On fuch occafions, Theodoric fuftain- 
ed the loud and fpccious reproach of difloynlty, 
of ingratitude , and of infatiate avarice , which 
could be only cxcufcd by the hard necefiity of 
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His fituation. He reigned, not as -the monarch , c « a i>. 
but as the minifter of a ferocious people, whofe xxxix. 
fpirit was unbroken by flavery, and impatient of 
real or imaginary inful ts. Their poverty was, 
incurable : fince the rnbft liberal donatives were 
foon diffipated in wafteful luxury , and the mofb 
fertile eftates became barren in their hands ; .they 
defpifed, but they envied, the laborious provin- 
cials; and when their fubfiften'ce had failed, the 
Oftrogbths embraced the familiar’ refources of 
war and rapine. It had been the wiflv of 
Theodoric ( fucli at leak was his declaration}, to. . ;• - 
lead a peaceful , obfcure , obedient fife , on the 
confines of Scythia, till the Byzantine court, by 
fplendid and fallacious prbmifes, feduced him to. 
attack a confederate tribe of Goths, who had • 
been engaged in the party of Bafilifcus. He 
marched' from his ftation in Mtefia, on the folemil 
affurance that before he reached- Adrianople he 
fhould meet a plentiful convoy of provifions , 
and a reinforcement of eight thoufand ho'rfe and 
thirty thoufand foot , while the legions of Aha 
were encamped at Heraclea to fecond his opera- 
tions. Thcfe meafures were disappointed* by 
mutual jealoufy. As he advanced into Thrace, 
the fon of Theodemir fonpd an inhofpitable . 
folitude , and his Gothic followers , with an 
heavy train of horfes, of mules, and of waggons, 
were betrayed by their -guides among the rocks 
and precipices of Mount Sondis, *where he was 
afiaulted by the arms and inveclives of Theodo- 
ric the fon of Trianus. From a neighbouring 
/ • . . B 4 
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He imdee* 
tsUes the 
coiiqiieft of 
Italy. 

A ,. 1). 483. 


height , his artful rival harangued the camp of 
the Walamirs, and branded theii*leader with the 
opprobrious names of child , of madman , of 
perjured traitor , the enemy of his blood and 
nation. <c Are you ignorant,” exclaimed the 
fon of Triarius, “ that it is the conftant policy 
(C of the Romans to deftroy the Goths by each 
** 'Others fwords ? Are you infenftble that- the 
(l vidlor in this unnatural concert will be expof- 

ed , and jurtly expofed , to their implacable 
tc revenge? Where are thofe warriors, my kinfc 
(C men and thy own,, whofe widows now lament 
“ that their lives were facrificed to thy rafti 
cc ambition ? Where is the wealth which > thy 
cc foldiers pofleffed when they were firft allured 
•“ from their native homes to enlift under thy 
(( ftandard ? Each of them was then mafter 
<£ of three or four horfes ; they now follow thee 
(l on foot like flaves , through the deferts of 
,f Thrace; thofe men who were tempted by the 
(c hope of meafuring gold with a bulhel , thofe 
c ‘ brave men who are as free and as noble as 
<c thyfelf. ” A language fo well fuited to the 
temper of the Goths, excited clamour and dif- 
content; and the fon of Theodemir, apprehenfive 
of being left alone, was compelled to embrace 
his brethren , and to imitate the example of 
Roman perfidy *\ 

In every ftate of his fortune, the prudence and 
firmncis of Theodoric were equally confpicuous; 
whether he threatened Conftantinople at the head 
of the confederate Goths, or retreated with a 
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faithful band to the mountains and fea-coaft of 
Epirus. At length the accidental death of the fon 
of Trianus IJ deftroyed the balance which the 
Romans had been fo anxious to preferve, the whole 
nation acknowledged the fupremacy of the Amali, 
and the Byzantine court fubfcribed an ignominious 
and oppreffive treaty The fenate had already 
declared, that it was neccffary to cliufe a party 
among the Goths, fince the public was unequal 
to the fupport of their united forces; a fubfidy 
of two thoufand pounds of gold, with the ample 
pay of thirteen thoufand men , were required for 
the leaft confiderable of their armies 15 ; and the 
Ifaurians, who guarded not the empire but the 
emperor, enjoyed, befides the privilege of rapine, 
an annual penfion of five thoufand pounds. The 
fagacious mind of Theodoric foon perceived that 
he was odious to the Romans, and fufpe&ed by the 
Barbarians; he underftood the popular murmur, 
that his fubjedts were expofed in their frozen huts 
to intolerable hardlhips , while their king was 
diffolved in the luxury of Greece, and he pre- 
vented the painful alternative of encountering 
the Goths, as the champion, or of leading them 
to the field as the enemy , of Zeno. Embracing 
an enterprife worthy of his courage and ambition, 
Theodoric addreffed the emperor in the following 
words: “Although your fervant is maintained in 
“ affluence by your liberality, gracioufiy liften to 
ct the willies of my heart! Italy, the inheritance 
u of your predecefTors, and Rome itfelf the head 
“ and millrefs of the world, now fluctuate under the 
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cf violence and oppreflion of Odoacer the merce- 
“ nary. Diredt me , with my national troops , 
cc to march- a gain ft the tyrant. If I fall, you 
“ will be relieved from an expenfive and trou- 
“ blefome friend : If, with the Divine permiflion, 
tc I fucceed, I ftiall govern in your name, and to 
C{ 'your glory, the Roman fenate, and the part 
“ of the republic delivered from flavery by “my 
“ victorious arms. ” The propofal of Theodoric 
was accepted and perhaps had been fuggefted , 
by the Byzantine court. But the forms of the 
com million or grant, appear to have been expref- 
fed with a prudent ambiguity, which might be 
explained by the event; and it was left doubtful, 
whether the conqueror of Italy fhould reign as 
the Lieutenant, the vaffal, or the ally of the 
emperor of the Eaft'*. 

The reputation both of the leader and of the 
war diifufed an univerfal ardour; the IValamirs 
were multiplied by the Gothic fwarms already- 
engaged in the fervice, or feated in the provin- 
ces , of the empire ; and each bold Barbarian , 
who had heard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, 
was impatient to feek, through the mod perilous 
adventures, the pofleffion of fuch enchanting ob- 
jedts. The march of Theodoric muft be confi- 
dered as the emigration of an entire people ; the 
wives and children of the Goths, their aged 
parents, and imoft precious cffedls, were carefully 
tranfported ; and fome idea may be formed of the 
heavy baggage that now followed the camp , 
by the lols of two toufand waggons, which had 
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been fuftained in a fmgle adtion in the war of c h a v . 
Epirus. For their fubfiftence, the Goths depended xxxix. 
on the magazines- of corn which was ground in' 
portable mills by the hands of their women; oil 
the milk and.fjcfh of their flocks and, herds; on 
•the cafiul produce of the chace , and upon the 1 

contributions which they might impofe on all 
who fliould prefume to difpute the palfage, or 
to refufe their friendly affiftance. Notwithftand- 
ing thefe precautions , they were expofed to the 
dajigcr , and almofl to the diftrefs of famine , in 
a march of feveu hundred miles, which had been 
undertaken in the depth of a rigorous winter. 

Sjnce the falRof the Roman power, Dacia and 
Pannonia no longer exhibited, the rich profpedl 
of populous cities , well cultivated fields, and 
convenient highways : the reign of barbarifm and* 
defolation was reftored., and the tribes of Bul- 
garians, Gepidae , and Sarmatians, who had oc- ■ 
copied the vacant province, were prompted by 
their native fiercenefs*- or the felicitations of 
Odoacer, to refill the progrefs of his enemy. In 
many obfeure though bloody battles, -Theodoric 
■fought and vanquished ;• till at length ^rmount- ■ 
ing every obftacle by fkilful conduct and perfe- 
vering courage, he defeended from the Julian 
Alps, and difplayed his invincible banners on the ■ 
confines of Italy I7 . 

Odhacer, a rival not unworthy of his arms , The tbn*« 
had already occupied the advantageous and well- Q* d f “ a “ r ° f 
known poll of the river Sontius near the ruins of a. d. 48», 
Aquileia; at the head of a powerful holt, whofe Ausuft l8j ' 
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independent kings or leaders difdained the duties 
of fubordination and the prudence of delays. No 
fooner had Theodoxic granted a fhort repofe and 
refrefhment to his wearied cavalry , than he 
boldly attaked the fortifications of the enemy ; 
the Oftrogoths fhowed more ardour to acquire ; 
than the mercenaries to defend, the lands of 1 
Italy; and the reward of the firll vidory was the 
pofTeflion of the Venetian province as far as the 
walls of Verona. In the neighbourhood of that 
city, on the fteep banks of the rapid Adige, 
he was oppofed by a new army reinforced in 
its numbers, and not impaired in its courage : 
the conteft was more obftinate, but'the event 
was ftill more decifive; Odoacer fled to Ravenna, 
Thcodoric advanced to Milan, and the vanquifhed 
troops faluted their conqueror with loud accla- 
mations of refped and -fidelity. But their want 
either of conftancy or of faith, foon expofed him 
to the moll imminent danger; his vanguard, 
with feveral Gothic counts , which had been 
rafhly entrufled to a deferter , was betrayed and 
deftroyed near Faenza by his double treachery ; 
Odoacer again appeared mailer of the field , and 
the invader flrongly entrenched in his camp of 
Pavia , was reduced to folicit the aid of a kin- 
dred nation, the Vifigoths of Gaul. In the courfe 
of this hiflory , the moll voracious appetite for 
war will be abundantly fatiated , nor can 1 much 
lament that our dark and impeded materials do 
not afford a more ample narrative of the dillrefs 
of Italy, and of the fierce conflid, which was final- 
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1 y decided by the abilities, experience , and valour c H a p. 
of the Gothic king. Immediately before the battle XXXIX * 
of Verona, he vifited the tent of his mother 1 * 
and fitter, and requefted, that on a day, the molt 
illuftrious feftival of his life , they would adorn 
him with the rich garments which they had 
worked with their own hands. “ Our glory,” 
faid he , ct is mutual and infeparable. You are 
“ known to the world as the mother of Theodo- 
** ric; and it becomes me to prove, that I am ■ 

“ the genuine offspring of thofe heroes from 
“ whom I claim my defcent.” The wife or con- 
cubine of Theodemir was infpired with the fpirit 
of the German matrons , who efteemed their foils’ 
honour far above their fafety: and it is reported , 
that in a defperate adtion , when Theodoric him- 
felf was hurried along by the torrent of a flying * 
crowd , fhe boldly met them at the entrance of 
the camp, and, by her generous reproaches, 
drove them back on the fwords of the enemy JC . 

From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, 
Theodoric reigned by the right of conqueft: the His capituia- 
Vandal ambaffadors furrendered the ifland of* ,0n " nd 

death , 

Sicily, as a lawful appendage of his kingdom; and a. n. 495, 
he Was accepted as the deliverer of Rome by March *• 
the fenate and people , who had fhut their gates 
againft the flying ufurper". Ravenna alone, 
fecure in the fortifications of art and nature , ftill 
fuftained a fiege of almoft three years ; and the 
daring Tallies of Odoacer carried (laughter and 
difmay into the Gothic camp. At length, dcfli- 
tnte of provifions and hopeiefs of relief, that, 
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unfortunate monarch yielded to the groans of his 
fubjedls and the clamours of his foldicrs. A 
treaty of peace was ncgociated by the bilhop of 
Ravenna; the Ofirogolhs were admitted into the 
city, and the hoRile kings confented, under the 
fanclion cf an oath, to rule with equal and un- 
divided authority the provinces of Italy. The 
event of fuch an agreement may be eafily fore- 
feen. After fome days had been devoted to'the 
fcmblance of joy and friendlhip, Odoacer, in the 
midft of a folemn banquet, was ftabbed by the 
hand or at leaft by the command of his rival. 
Secret- and effectual orders had been previoufiy 
difpatched; the faithlefs and rapacious merce- 
naries, at the fame moment, and without refiR- 
ance, were univerfally malfacred; and the royalty 
of Theodoric was proclaimed by the Goths, with 
the tardy, reludant, ambiguous confent of the 
emperor of the EaR. The defign of a confpiracy 
was imputed, according to the ufual forms, to 
the proflrate tyrant; but his innocence, and the 
guilt of his conqueror 11 , are fufficiently proved 
by the advantageous treaty which force would 
not. fincerely have granted, nor wcaknefs have 
raflily infringed. The jealoufy of power, and the 
mifehiefs ofdifcord, may fuggeft a more decent 
apology , and a fcntence lei's rigorous may be 
pronounced again ft a crime which was neccllary 
to introduce into Italy a generation of public 
felicity. The living author of this felicitv was 
audacioufly praifed in his own prefence by lacrcd 
and profane orators 1! ; but hi Rory (in his time 
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file was mute and inglorious) has not left any chap. 
juft reprefentation of the events which difplayed, xxxix. 
or of the defedts which clouded the virtues of 
Theodoric 14 . One record of his fame , the vo- March s — 
lume of public epiftles compofed by Cafliodorius 
in the royal name, is dill extant, and has ob- 
tained more implicit credit than it feems to de- 
ferve 1 ’. They exhibit the forms, rather than 
the fubftance of his government; and we fiiould 
vainly fearch for the pure and fpontaneous fcnti- 
ments of the Barbarian amidfi: the declamation 
and learning of a Sophift, the wiihes of a Roman 
fcnator, the precedents of office, and the vague 
profeffions, which, in every court and on every 
occafion, compofe the language of difcreet minif- 
ters. The reputation of Theodoric may repofe 
with more confidence on the vifible peace and 
profperity of a reign of thirty three years; the 
unanimous cfleem of his own times, and the me- 
mory of his wifdom and courage , his jufiice 
and humanity, which was deeply imprefied 6n 
the minds of the Goths and Italians. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which Partition ef 
Theodoric affigned the third part to his foldiers , lan<1 *' 
is horourably arraigned as the fole‘ injuftice of his 
life. And even this a<5l may be fairly jollified 
by the example of Odoacer , the rights of con- 
queft , the true interefl of the Italians, and the 
facred duty of fubfifiing a whole, people , who, 
on the faith of his promifes, had tranfported 
themfelves into a diftant land ,4 . Under the reign 
of lheodoric, and in the happy climate of Italy’, 
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the Goths foon multiplied to a formidable hoft 
of two hundred thoufand men 17 , and the whole 
amount of their families may be computed by 
the ordinary addition of women and children. 
Their invalion of property, a part of which 
mull have been already vacant , was difguifed 
by the generous but improper name of hofpi- 
tality, thefe unwelcome guefts were irregularly 
difperfed over the face of Italy, and the lot of 
each Barbarian was adequate to his birth and 
office, the number of his followers, and the ruftic 
wealth which he pofTeffed in flaves and cattle. 
The diftin&ions of noble and plebeian were 
acknowledged ** ; but the lands of every freeman 
were exempt from taxes, and he enjoyed the 
ineftimable privilege of being fubjedt only to the 
laws of his country Fafiiion and even conve- 
nience, foon perfuaded the conquerors to affume 
the more elegant drefs of the natives, but they 
Fill perfifted in the ufe of their mother-tongue; 
and their contempt for the Latin fchools was 
applauded by Theodoric himfelf, who gratified 
their prejudices, or his own, by declaring, that the 
child who had trembled at a rod , would never 
dare to look upon a fword ! °. Diflrefs might 
fometimes provoke the indigent Roman to af- 
fume the ferocious manners which were infenfibly 
relinquifhed by the rich and luxurious Barba- 
rian JI : but thefe mutual converfions were not 
encouraged by the policy of a monarch who 
perpetuated the feparation of the Italians and 
Goths ; referving the former for the arts of 

peace, 
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peace, and the latter for the fervice of war. To chap. 
accomplilh this defign, he ftudied to protect his xxxix. 
induftrious fubjcdts, and to moderate the violence 
without enervating ‘ the valour of his foldiers , 
who were maintained for the public defence. 

They held their lands and benefices as a military 
ftipend: at the found of the trumpet, they were 
prepared to march under the conduct of their 
provincial officers; and the whole extent of Italy 
was diftributed into the feveral quarters of a 
well-regulated camp. The fervice of the palace 
and of the frontiers was performed by choice or 
by rotation ; and each extraordinary fatigue was 
recompenfed by an encreafe of pay and occafional 
donatives. Theodoric had convinced his brave 
companions, that empire mull be acquired and 
defended by the fame arts. After his example, 
they.ftrove to excel in the ufe^, not only ‘of the 
lance and fword, the inftruments of their vitftories, 
but of the miffile weapons, which they were too 
much inclined to negleft; and the lively image » 
of war was difplayed in the daily exe-rcife and 
annual reviews of the Gothic cavalry. A firm 
though gentle difeipline impeded the habits of 
modeft.y , obedience and temperance ; and the 
Goths were inftrudted to fpare the people, to 
reverence the laws, to underftand the duties of 
civil fociety, and to difclaim the barbarous licence 
of judicial combat and private revenge *\ 

Among the Barbarians of the Weft, the victory Foreign pi) . 
of Theodoric had fpread a general alarm. But as^V^ llieo ' 
*foon as it appeared that he was fatisfied with 
Voe. VII. C 


Digitized by Google 



T8 the decline and fall 


chap, conqueft and dcfirous of peace , terror was 
XXXIX. changed into refpedt, and they fubmitted to a 
powerful mediation , which was uniformly em- 
ployed for the beft purpofes of reconciling, their 
quarrels and civilizing their manners ”. The 
ambaffadors who reforted to Ravenna from the 
moll diftant countries cf Europe, admired his 
wifdom, magnificence ”, and courtefy; and if 
be fometimes accepted either flaves or arms, white 
haifes or ftrange animals , the gift of a fun-dial , 
a water-clock , or a mufician , admonifhed even 
the princes of Gaul , of the fuperior art and 
induftry of his Italian fubjects. His domeftic allian- 
ces ”, a wife, two daughters* a fifler, and a 
niece, united the family of Theodoric with the 
kings of the Franks , the Burgundians , the Vifi- 
goths, the Vandals, and the Thuringians; and 
contributed to maintain the harmony , or at lead 
the balance of the* great republic of the Weft **.. 
It is difficult in the dark forefts of Germany and 
Poland to purfue the emigrations of the He’ruli , 
a fierce people who difdained the ufe of armour, 
and who condemned their widows and aged 
parents not to furvive the.lofs of their hufbands, 
or the decay of their ftreugth The king of 
thefe favage warriors folicited the friendfliip of 
Theodoric , and was elevated to the rank of his 
fon, according to the Barbaric rites of a military 
adoption From the ffiores of the Baltic, the 
jEftians or Livonians laid their offerings of native 
amber 5 * at the feet of a prince, whofe fame had 
excited them to undertake an unknown and 
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dangerous journey of fifteen hundred miles. With chap. 
the country 40 from whence the Gothic nation xxxix. 
derived their origin, he maintained a frequent 
and friendly correfpondence ; the Italians were • 
clothed in the rich fables 41 of Sweden; and one 
of its fovereigns , after a voluntary or reluctant 
abdication, found an hofpitable retreat in the 
palace of Ravenna. He had reigned over one of 
the thirteen populous tribes who cultivated a 
fmall portion of the great ifland or peninfula of 
Scandinavia, to which the vague appellation of 
Thule has been fometimes applied. That north- 
ern region was peopled , or had been explored 
as high as the fixty-eighth degree of latitude, 
where the natives of the polar circle enjoy and 
lofc the prefence of the fun at each fummer and 
winter folftice during an equal period of forty 
days 4 \ The long night of his abfence or death 
was the mournful feafon of diftrefs and anxietv, 
till the meflengers who had been fent to the 
mountain tops, defcried the firft rays of returning 
light, and proclaimed to the plain below the 
fcilival of his refurrecftion 4 \ 

The life of Theodoric reprcfents the rare and u;. .icfcnfive 
meritorious example of a Barbarian, who Iheathed w * rs * 
his fword in the pride of victory and the vigour 
of. his age. A reign of three and thirty years was 
confecrated to the duties of civil government, and 
the hoftilities in which he was fometimes involved, 
were fpeedily terminated by the condudt of his 
lieutenants , the difcipline of his troops, the arms 
of his allies, and even by the terror of his name. 
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He reduced , under a ftrong and regular govern- 
ment, the unprofitable countries of ‘Rhtetia , 
Noricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the 
fource of the Danube and the territory of the 
Bavarians 44 , to the petty kingdom ereCted by the 
Gepidse on the ruins of Sirmium. His prudence 
could not fafely entruft the bulwark of Italy to 
fuch feeble and turbulent neighbours; and his 
juftice might claim the lands which they opprelfed, 
either as a part of his kingdom, or as the inher- 
itance of his father. The greatnefs of afervant, who 
was named perfidious becaufe he was fuccefsful, 
awakened the jealoufy of the emperor Anaftafius; 
and a war was kindled on the Dacian frontier , 
by the protection which the Gothic king, in the 
vicififitude of human affairs, had granted to one 
of the defcendants of Attila. Sabinian , a general 
illuftrious by his own and father’s merit, advanced 
at the head of ten thoufand Romans ; afid the 
provifions and arms which filled a long train of 
waggons, were diftributed to the fierceft of the 
Bulgarian tribes. But, in thc-fields of Margus, 
the eaftern powers were defeated by the. inferior 
forces of the Goths and Huns ; the flower , and . 
even the hope of the Roman armies was irretriev- 
ably deftroyed; and fuch was the temperance 
with which Theodoric had infpired his victorious 
troops, that as their leader had not given the 
fignal of pillage, the rich fpoils of the enemy lay 
untouched at their feet 4 \ Exafperated by this 
difgracc , the Byzantine court difpatched two 
hundred (hips and eight thoufand men to plunder 
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the fea-coaft of'Calabria arid Apulia ; they a (faulted 
the ancient city of Tarentum, interrupted the trade 
and agriculture of an happy country, and failed 
back to the Hellefpont , proud of their piratical 
victory over a people whom they dill prefumed 
to confider as their Roman brethren 4 *. Their 
retreat was poffibly haftened by the activity of 
Theodoric ; Italy was covered by a fleet of a 
thoufand light veffels 47 , which he conflrucled 
with incredible difpatch; and his -firm moderation 
was foon rewarded by a folid and honourable 
peace. He maintained with a powerful hand the 
balance of the Weft, till it was at length over- 
thrown by the ambition of Clovis ; 'and although 
unable to affift his rafli and unfortunate kinfman 
the king of the Vifigoths, he faved the remains of 
bis family and people , and checked the Franks' 
in the midft of their victorious career. I am not 
defirous to prolong or repeat 49 this narrative of 
military events, the lead interefting of the reign 
di Theodoric; and (hall be content to add, that 
the Alemanni were protected 49 , that an inroad of 
the Burgundians was feverely chaftifed , and that 
the conqueft of Arles and Marfeillcs opened a free 
communication with the Vifigoths , who revered 
him both as their national protestor, and as the 
guardian of his grandchild, the infant fon of 
. Alaric. Under this refpectable character , the king 
. of Italy reftored the praetorian prxfedlure of the 
Gauls, reformed fome abufes in the civil govern- 
ment of Spain , and accepted the annual tribute 
and apparent fubmiflion of its military governor, 
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who wifely refufed to truft his' perfon in the 
palace of Ravenna **. 1 he Gothic fovereignty 

was eftablifhed from Sicily to the Danube, from 
Sirmium or Belgrade to the Atlantic Ocean ; and 
the Greeks themfelves have acknowledged that 
Theodoric reigned over the faireft portion of the 
weftern empire ”. 

The union of the Goths and Romans might 
have fixed for ages the tranfient happinefs of Italy ; 
and the firft of nations, a new people of free 
fubjedts and enlightened foldiers , might have gra- 
dually arifen from the mutual emulation of their 
refpective virtues. But the fublime merit of guid- 
ing or feconding fuch a revolution, was not rc- 
ferved for the reign of Theodoric : he wanted 
either the genius or the opportunities of a legifiat- 
or ’* ; and while he indulged the Goths in the 
enjoyment of rude liberty , he fervilely copied 
the inftitutions, and even the abufes of the political 
fyflem which had been framed by Conflantine 
and his fucceffors. From a tender regard to tffe 
expiring prejudices of Rome , the Barbarian de- 
clined the name, the purple, and the diadem of 
the emperors ; but he affumed ' under the here- 
ditary title of king , the whole fubftance and ple- 
nitude of imperial prerogative”. His addreffes to 
the eafitern throne were refpectful and ambiguous; 
he celebrated in pompous ftyle the harmony of 
the two republics, applauded his own govern-* 
ment as the perfedt fimilitude of a foie and undi- 
vided empire, and claimed above the kings of 
the earth the fame pre-eminence which he mo- 
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deftly allowed to the perfon or rank of Anaftafius. 
The alliance of the Eaft and Weft was annually 
declared by the unanimous choice of two confuls; 
but it fhould feem , that the Italian candidate who 
was named by Theodoric , accepted a fqrmal 
confirmation from the fovereign of Conftantino- 
ple The Gothic palace of Ravenna reflected 
the image of the court of Theodofius or V alen- 
tinian. The praetorian praefed , the prafed of 
Rome, the quaeftor, the mafter of the offices, 
with the public and patrimonial treafurers, whofe 
fundions- are painted in gaudy colours by the 
rhetoric of Cafliodorius, Rill continued to ad as 
the minifters of ftate. And the fubordinate care 
of juftice and the revenue was delegated to feven 
confulars, three corredors, and five prefidents, 
who governed the fifteen regions of Italy, accord- 
ing to the principles and even the forms of Roman 
jurifprudence ”. The violence of the conquerors 
was abated or eluded by the flow artifice of 
judicial proceedings; the civil adminiftration , 
with its honours and. emoluments , was confined 
to the Italians ; and the people ftill preferved 
their drefs and language , their laws and cuf- 
toms , their perfonal freedom , and two thirds of 
their landed property; It had been the objed 
of Auguftus to conceal the introdudion of 
monarchy ; it was the policy of Theodoric 
to difguife the reign of a Barbarian 5 ‘. If his 
fubjeds were fometimes . awakened from this 
pleafmg vifion of a Roman government, they 
derived more fubftantial comfort from the cliarac* 
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ter of a Gothic prince, who had penetration to 
difcern, and firinnefs to pnrfue his ov/n and the 
public intereft. Theodoric loved the virtues 
which he poEeffed , and the talents of which he 
was defiitute. Liberius was promoted to the 
office of praetorian pnefedt for his unfhaken 
fidelity to the unfortunate caufe of Odoacer- 
The minifters of Theodoric, Caffiodoriits 57 and 
Boethius, have reflected on his reign the luflrc 
of their genius and learning. More prudent or 
more fortunate than his colleague, Caffiodorius 
preferved his own efteem without forfeiting the 
royal favour; and after palling thirty years in 
tire honours of the world-, he was bleffed with 
an equal term of repofe in the devoiit and 
fludious folitude of Squillace. 

As the patron of the republic , it was the 
intereft and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate 
the affedlions of the fen ate s * and people. The 
nobles of Rome were flattered by fonorous 
epithets and formal profeffions of refpedt, which 
had been more juftly applied to the merit and 
authority of their anceftors. The people enjoyed, 
without fear or danger, the three bleffings of a 
capital , order , plenty , and public amufements. 
A vifible diminution of their numbers may be 
found even in the meafure of liberality ” ; yet 
Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily , poured their tribute 
of corn into the granaries of Rome ; an allowance 
of bread and meat was diftributed to the indigent 
citizens; and every office was deemed honourable 
which was confecrated to the care of their health ■ 
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• and happinefs. The public games, fuch as a chap. 
Greek ambaffador might politely applaud, exlii- xxxix. 
bited a faint and feeble copy of the magnificence 
of the Cxfars : yet the mufical , the gymnaftic , 
and the pantomime arts, had not totally funk in. 
oblivion ; the wild beads of Africa dill exercifed 
in the amphitheatre the courage and dexterity 
of the hunters ; and the indulgent Goth either 
patiently tolerated or gently redraincd the blue 
and green factions, whole conteds fo often filled 
the circus with clamour, and even with blood vifit of The; 
In the feventh year of his peaceful reign, Thco- ° d0 p lc * 
doric vifited the old capital of the world; the 
fenate and people advanced in folernn proceflion 
to falute a fecond Trajan, a new Valcntinian, 
and he nobly fupported that character by the 
affurance of a jud and legal government ", in 
a difcourfc which he was not afraid to pronounce 
in public , and to infcribe on a tablet of brafs. 

Rome, in this augud ceremony, fhot a lad ray 
of declining glory; and a faint, the fpe&ator of 
this pompous fcene , could only hope in his pious 
fancy , that it was excelled by the celedial fplendor 
of the New Jerufalem During a refidence of 
fix months , the fame , the perfon , and the 
courteous demeanour of t'he Gothic king excited 
the admiration of the Romans, and he contem- 
plated, with equal curiofity and furprife, the 
monuments that remained of their ancient great- 
nefs. He imprinted the footdeps of a conqueror 
on the Capitoline hill , and frankly confelfed 
that each day he viewed with frefh wonder the ■ 
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chap, forum of Trajan and his lofty column. The 

xxxix. theatre of Pompey appeared, even in its decay, 
as • a huge mountain artificially hollowed and 
polifhed, and adorned by human induftry; and 
he vaguely computed , that a river of gold muft 
have been drained to eredt the coloffal amphi- 
theatre of Titus SJ . From the mouths of fourteen 
aquedu&s, a' pure and copious ftream was dif- 
fufed into every part of the city ; among thefe 
the Claudian water, which arofe at the diftance 
of thirty-eight miles in the Sabine mountains, 
was conveyed along a gentle though conftant 
declivity of folid arches , till it defcended on 
the fummit of the Aventine hill. The long and 
fpacious vaults which had been conftrudted for 
the purpofe of common fewers , fubfifted, after 
twelve centuries, in their priftine ftrength ; and 
thefe fubterraneous channels have been preferred 
to all the vifible wonders of Rome **. The 
Gothic kings , fo injurioufly accufed of the ruin 
of antiquity, were anxious to preferve the monu- 
ments of the nation whom they had fubdued“. 
The royal edicts were framed to prevent the 
abufes , the negledt , or the depredations of the 
citizens themfelves ; and a profeffed architect, 
the annual fum of two hundred pounds of gold, 
twenty-five thoufand tiles, and the receipt of 
cuftoms from the Lucrine port , were affigned 
for the ordinary repairs of the walls and public 
edifices. A fimilar care was extended to the 
ftatues of metal or marble of men or animals. 
The fpirit of the horfes, which have given a 
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modern name to the Quirinal, was applauded by chap. 
the Barbarians **; the brazen elephants of the xxXix. 
Via facra were diligently reftored ‘ 7 ; the famous 
heifer of Myron deceived the Cattle , as they 
were driven through the forum of peace **; and 
an officer, was created to protect thofe works of 
art, which Theodoric confidered as the noblefl 
ornament of his kingdom. 

After the example of the laft emperors, Theo- Flourishing 
doric preferred the refidence of Ravenna, where, ftate ot ltaIy ' 
lie cultivated an orchard with his own hands **. 

As often as the peace of his kingdom was 
threatened (for it was never invaded) by the 
Barbarians , he removed his court to Verona 7 * 
on the northern frontier, and the image of his 
palace , ftill extant , on a coin , reprefents the oldefl 
and rnoft authentic model of Gothic architecture. 

Thefe two capitals, as well as Pavia, Spoleto, 

Naples , and the reft of the Italian cities , acquired 
under his reign the ufeful or fplendid decorations 
of churches, aqueduCts, baths, porticoes, and 
palaces 7t . But the happinefs of the fubjeCt was 
more truly confpicuous in the bufy fcene of 
labour and luxury , in the rapid encreafe and 
bold enjoyment of national wealth. From the 
fhades of Tibur and Pnenefte , the Roman fenat- 
ors ftill retired in the winter - feafon to the 
warm fun , and falubrious fprings of Baise ; and 
their villas, which advanced on folid moles into 
the bay of Naples , commanded the various pro* 
fpeCt of the fky, the earth-, and the water. On 
the eaftern fide of the Hadriatic, a ne\V Campania 
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chap., was formed in the fair and fruitful province of 
-xxxix. Iftria, which communicated with the palace of 
Ravenna by an eafy navigation of one hundred . 
miles. The rich productions of l ucania and the 
adjacent provinces were exchanged at the Mar-- 
cilian fountain , in a populous fair annually ' 
dedicated to trade , intemperance , and fuperfti- 
tion In the folitude of Comum, which had once 
been animated by the mild genius of Pliny, a 
tranfparent bafon above fixty miles in length fti.ll 
reflected the rural feats which encompalfed the 
margin of the Larian lake; and the gradual afeent 
of the hills was covered by a triple plantation 
of olives of vines and of chefnut trees Agri-_ 
culture revived under the flhadow of peace, and 
the number of hufbandmen was multiplied by 
the redemption of captives 7 \ The iron mines of 
Dalmatia, a gold mine in Bruttium , were care- 
fully explored, and the Pomptine ■ marlhes , as 
well as thofe of Spoleto ,. were drained and 
cultivated by private undertakers, whofe diftant 
reward mult depend on the continuance of the 
public profperity 7 *. Whenever the feafons were 
lefs propitious, the doubtful precautions of form- 
ing magazines of com , fixing the price , and 
prohibiting the exportation , attefted at leafl the 
benevolence of the ftate ; but fucli was the extra- 
ordinary plenty which an induftrious people 
produced from a grateful foil , that a gallon of 
wine was fometimes fold in Italy for lefs than 
three farthings, and a quarter of wheat at about 
five fliillings and fixpence 7 ‘. A country poflefled 
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, , * 

* of fo many valuable objects of exchange , foon chat. 
attracted the merchants of the world whofe xxxix. 
beneficial traffic was encouraged and protected 
by the liberal fpirit of Theodoric. The free 
intercourfe of the provinces by land and water 
was reftored and extended; the city gates were 
never fliut either by day or by night; and the 
common faying , that a purfe of gold might be 
fafely left in the fields, was exprcffive of the 
r confcious fecurity of the inhabitants 7 ‘. 

A difference of religion is always pernicious Theodorie 
and often fatal to the harmony of the prince and an Anan * 
people; the Gothic conqueror had been educated 
in the profeffion of Arianifm , and Italy was 
devoutly attached to the Nicene faith. But the 
perfuafion of Theodoric was not infected by 
zeal , and he pioufiy adhered to the herefy of 
his fathers, without ' condefcending to balance 
the fubtile arguments of theological metapljyfics. 

. Satisfied with the private toleration of his Arian 
fedlaries , he juftly conceived himfelf to be the 
guardian of the public worfhip and his external 
reverence for a fuperflition which he defpifed, 
may. have nouriflied in his mind the falutary 
indifference of a ftatcfman or philofophcr. The n;i a 
Catholics of his dominions acknowledged, per- tiun of the 
haps with relu&ance , the peace of the church ; Catholics, 
their clergy, according to the degrees of rank or 
merit, were honourably entertained in the palace 
of Theodoric ; he efteemed the living fandtity of 
Ctcfarius 77 and Epiphanius 71 , the orthodox 
bifhops of Arles and Pavia; and prefented a 
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decent offering on the tomb of St. Peter, with- 
out any fcrupulous enquiry into the creed of the 
apoftle 7 \ His favourite Goths, and even his 
mother, were permitted to retain or embrace the 
Athanafian faith , and his long reign could not 
afford the example of an- Italian Catholic, who, 
either from choice or compulfion, had deviated 
into the religion of the conqueror *°. The people, 
and the Barbarians themfelves, were edified by 
the pomp and order of religious worfhip; the 
magiftrates were inftrudled to defend the juft 
immunities of ecclefiaftical perfons and poffef- 
fions; the bilhops held their fynods, the metro- 
politans excrcifed their jurifdidtion , and the 
privileges of fandtuary were maintained or mo- 
derated according to the fpirit of the Roman 
jurifprudence. With the protedtion , Theodoric 
affumed the legal fupremacy , of the church; 
and his firm adminiftration reftored or extended 
fome ufeful prerogatives which had been ne- 
gledled by the feeble emperors of the Weft. He 
was not ignorant of the dignity and importance 
of the Roman pontiff, to whom the venerable 
name of Pope was now appropriated. The peace 
or the revolt of Italy might depend on the 
charadter of a wealthy and popular bifhop, who 
claimed fuch ample dominion both in heaven 
and earth, who had been declared in a numerous 
fynod to be pure from all fin, and exempt from 
all judgment “. When at his fummons the chair 
of St. Peter was dilputed by Symmachus and 
Laurence , they appeared before the tribunal of 
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an Arian monarch, and he confirmed the election c H a p. 
of the mod worthy or the mod obfequious can- xxxix. 
didate. At the end of his life , in a moment of 
jealo.ufy and refentment, he prevented the choice 
of the Romans, by nominating a pope in the 
palace of Ravenna.' The danger and furious 
conteds of a fchifm were mildly redrained , and 
the lad decree of the fenate was enabled to extin- 
guifh, if it were poffible, the fcandalous venality 
of the papal ele&ions **. 

I have defcanted with pleafure on the fortun- vices of his 
ate condition of Italy; but our fancy mud not government, 
hadily conceive that the golden age of the poets, 
a race of men without vice or mifery, was 
realifed under the Gothic conqued. The fair 
profped was fometimes overcad with clouds; 
the wifdom of Theodoric might be deceived , 
his pow'er might be refided , and the declining 
age of the monarch was fullied with popular 
hatred and patrician blood. In the fird infolence 
of vidory, he had been tempted to deprive the 
whole party of Odoaeer of the civil and even 
the natural rights of fociety * ! ; a tax unfeafon- 
ably.impofed after the calamities of war, would 
have crulhed the rifing agriculture of Liguria ; a 
rigid pre-emption of corn , which was intended 
for the public relief, mud have aggravated the 
didrefs of Campania. Thefe dangerous projects 
were defeated by the virtue and eloquence of 
Epiphanius and Boethius, who. in the prefence 
of Theodoric himfelf , fuccef-fully pleaded the 
caufe of the people **: but if the royal ear was 
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open to the voice of truth , a faint and a philo- 
fopher are not always to be found at the ear of 
kings. The privileges of rank , or office , or 
favour , were too frequently abufed by Italian 
fraud and Gothic violence , and the avarice of 
the king’s nephew was publicly expofed , ac 
firft by the ufurpation , and afterwards by the 
reftitution of the edates which he had unjuftly 
extorted from his Tufcan neighbours. Two hun- 
dred thoufand Barbarians , formidable even to 
their mailer , were feated in the heart of Italy ; 
they indignantly fnpported "the rellraints of peace 
and difeipline; the diforders of their march were 
always felt and fometimes compenfated ; and 
where it was dangerous to punilh, it might be 
prudent to didcmble, the failies of their native 
fiercencfs. When the indulgence of Theodoric 
had remitted two thirds of the Ligurian tribute, 
he condefcended to explain the difficulties of his 
fituation , and to lament the heavy though in- 
evitable burthens which he impofed on his fub- 
jecls for their own defence Thcfe ungrateful 
fubjecds could never be cordially reconciled to 
the origin, the religion, or even the virtues of 
the Gothic conqueror; pad calamities were for- 
gotten , and the fenfe or fufpicion of injuries was 
rendered dill more exquidte by the prefent felicity 
of the times. 

Even the religious toleration which Theodoric 
had the glory of introducing into the Chridian 
world, was painful and offenfive to the orthodox 
zeal of the Italians. They refpc&ed the armed 
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lierefy of the Goths ; but their pious rage was 
fafcly pointed againft the rich and defencelefs Jews, 
who had formed their eflablifhments at Naples, 
Rome, Ravenna, Milan, and Genoa, for the 
benefit of trade, and under the fanction of the 
laws **. Their perfons were infulted , their effedts 
were pillaged , arid their fynagogues were burnt 
by the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome, 
inflamed , as it fliould feem , by the mod frivol- 
ous or extravagant pretences. The government 
which could ncgledt, would have deferved fuch 
an outrage. A legal enquiry was inflantly directed; 
and as the authors of the tumult had efcaped in 
the crowd , the whole community was condemn- 
ed to repair the damage; and the obftiuate bigots 
who refufed their contributions, were whipped 
through the ftreets by the hand of the executioner. 
This fimple ad ftf^uflice exafperated the difcontent 
of the Catholics, who applauded the merit and 
patience of thefe holy confefTors; three hundred 
pulpits deplored the perfecution of the church , 
and if the chapel of St. Stephen at Verona was 
demoliflred by the command of Theodoric, it is 
probable that fome miracle hoftile to his name 
and dignity had been performed on that facred 
theatre. At the clofe of a glorious life , the king 
of Italy difcovered that he had excited the 'hatred 
of a people whofe happinefs he had fo affiduoufly 
laboured to promote; and his mind was forired 
by indignation, jealoufy, and the bitternefs of 
unrequited love. The Gothic conqueror conde- 
fccnded to djfarm the unwarlike natives of Italy, 
Vol. VII. ’ D 
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chap, interdicting all weapons of offence, and excepting 

xxxix. only a fmall knife for domeftic ufe. The deliverer 
of Rome was accufed of confpiring with the vileffc 
informers again ft the lives of fenators whom he 
fufpe&ed of a fecret and treafonable correfpond- 
ence with the Byzantine court *\ After the death 
of Anaftafius, the diadem had been placed on 
the head of a feeble old man; but the powers of 
government were affumed by his nephew Juftinian, 
. who already meditated the extirpation of herefy, 
and the conqueft of Italy and Africa. A rigorous 
law which was publifhed at Conflantinople , to 
reduce, the Arians by the dread of punifhment 
within the pale of the church, awakened the juft 
refentment of Theodoric, who claimed for his 
diftreffcd brethren of the Halt , the fame indulg- 
ence which he had fo long granted to the Catholics 
of his dominions. At his ftcyi* command , the 
Roman pontiff, with four illujirious fenators, em- 
barked on an embaffy, of which he mufl have 
alike dreaded the failure or the fuccefs. The 
fingular veneration fhewn to the firft pope who 
had vifited Conflantinople was punifhed as a- crime 
by his jealous monarch ; the artful or peremptory 
refufal of the Byzantine court might excufe an 
equal , and would provoke a larger , meafure 
of retaliation,; and a mandate was prepared in Italy 
to prohibit, after a Bated day, the exercife of the 
Catholic worlhip. By the bigotry of his fubje&s. 
and enemies, the moll tolerant of princes was 
driven to the brink of perfecution ; and the life 
of Theodoric was too long, fince he lived to 
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condemn the virtue of Boethius and Symmachus chap. 

The fenator Boethius *' is the laffc of the Romans xxxix. 
whom Cato or Tully could have acknowledged C1 ' araacr * 

r 1 ■ - a 11 11 ftndies, and 

for their countryman. As a wealthy orphan, he honours of 
inherited the patrimony and honours of the Anician Boethius, 
family , a name ambitioufly affumed by the kings 
and 'emperors of the age; and the appellation of 
Manlius aflerted his genuine or fabulous defcent 
from a race of confuls and di&ators, who had 
repulfed the* Gauls from the Capitol, and fhcrifi- 
ced their fons to the difcipline of the republic. 

In the youth of Boethius , the fludies of Rome 
_were not totally abandoned; a Virgil ’* is now 
extant, corretfled by the hand of a conful ; and 
the profefiors of grammar , rhetoric , and jurif- 
prudence, were maintained in their privileges and 
penfions , by the liberality of the Goths. But the 
erudition of the Latin language was infufficient 
to fatiate his ardent curiofity ; and Boethius is 
faid to have employed eighteen laborious years 
in the fchools of Athens ”, which were fupport- 
ed by the zeal , the learning , and the diligence 
of Proclus and his difciples. r i he reafon and piety 
of their Roman pupil were fortunately favcd from 
the contagion of myftery and magic , which pol- 
luted the groves of the academy; but he imbibed 
the fpirit , and imitated the method of his dead 
and living mailers , who attempted to reconcile 
the llrong and fubtle fenfe of Arillotle with the 
devout contemplation and fublime fancy of Plato. 

After his return to Rome, and his marriage with 
the daughter of his friend , thepatrician Symmachus, 

D 3 


V 


Digitized by Google 



3 6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap. Boethius Hill continued , in a palace of ivory 

xxxix. and marble , to profecute the fame fludies 1 he 
church was’cdified by his profound defence of the 
■*» orthodox creed againft the Arian, the Eutychian, 
and the Neftorian herefies; and the Catholic unity 
was explained or expofed in a formal treatife by 
the indifference of three diftindt though confubflan- 
tial perfons. For the benefit of his Latin readers, 
his genius fubmitted to teach the firft elements of 
the arts and fciences of Greece. The geometry 
of Euclid, the mufic of Pythagoras , the arithme- 
tic of Nicomachus, the mechanics of Archimedes, 
the aftronomy of Ptolemy, the theology of Plato, 
and the logic of Ariftotle, with the commentary 
of Porphyry, were tranfiated and illuflrated by the 
indefatigable pen of the Roman fenator. And he 
alone was efleemed capable of deferibing the won- 
ders of art, a fun - dial, a water- clock, or a fphere 
which reprefented the motions of the planets. 
Prom thefe abftrufe fpeculations , Boethius ftoop- 
ed , or to fpeak more truly, he rofe to the focial 
duties of public and private life : the indigent were 
relieved by his liberality ; and his eloquence, which 
flattery might compare to the voice of Demolthen- 
es or Cicero, was uniformly exerted in the caufe 
of innocence and humanity. Such confpicuous 
merit was felt and rewarded by adifeerning prince ; 
the dignity of Boethius was adorned with, the 
titles of conful and patrician, and his talents were 
ufefulJy employed in the important Ration of m aft- 
er of the offices. Notwithftanding the equal 
claims of the Eafl and Welt, his two fons were 
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created, in their tender youth, the confuls of the c ha p. 
fame year. ” On the memorable day of their in- xxxix. 
auguration, they proceeded in folemn pomp from 
their palace to the forum, amidfl the applaufe of 
the fenate and people; and their joyful father, 
the true conful of Rome, after pronouncing an ora- 
tion in the praife of his royal benefactor, diflribut- 
ed a triumphal largefs in the games of the circus. 
Profperous in his fame and fortunes, in his public 
honours and private alliances, in the cultivation of 
fcience and the confcioufnefs of virtue, Boethius 
might have been ftyled happy, if that precarious 
epithet could be fafely applied before the laft term 
of the life of man. 

A philofopher, liberal of his wealth and parfi- n ' 5 P ltti * rt! ’ 
monious of his time, might be infenfible to the 
common allurements of ambition, the thirff of gold 
and employment. And fome credit may be due 
to the affeveration of Boethius, that he had reluct- 
antly obeyed the divine Plato, who enjoins eve- 
ry virtuous citizen to refeue the Bate from the 
ufurpation of vice and ignorance. For the integri- 
ty of his public conduct he appeals to the me- 
mory of his country. His authority had retrain- 
ed the pride and opprefTion of the royal officers^ 
and his eloquence had delivered Paulianus from 
the dogs of the palace. He had always pitied, and 
often relieved the diftrefs of the provincials, whofe 
fortunes were exhaufted by public and private 
rapine ; and Boethius alone had courage to oppofe 
the tyranny of the Barbarians, elated by conqueft, 
excited by avarice, and, as he complains, encoui- 
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chat*, aged by impunity. In thefe honourable contefls, 
xxxix. bis fpirit foared above the confideration of danger, 
and perhaps of prudence ; and we may learn from 
the example of Cato, that a character of pure and 
inflexible virtue is the moll apt to be milled by 
prejudice, to be heated by enthufiafm, and to con- 
found private enmities with public juftice. The 
difciple of Plato might exaggerate the infirmities of 
nature, and the imperfections of fociety; and the 
mildeft form of a Gothic kingdom, even the weight 
of allegiance and gratitude, muff be infupportable 
to the free fpirit of a Roman patriot. But the 
favour and fidelity of Boethius declined in juft 
proportion .with the public happinefs; and an un- 
worthy colleague was impofed , to divide and 
controul the power of the mailer of the offices. 
In the lall gloomy feafon of Theodoric, he indign- 
antly felt that he was a Have ; but as his mailer 
had only power over his life, he flood without 
arms and without fear againfl the face of an an- 
gry Barbarian, who had been provoked to believe 
that the fafety of the fenate was incompatible 
h* is Rcenfed with his own. The fenator Albinus was accufed 
•f ticafon. an{ j a ] reac [y convicted on the prefumption of hop- 
ing , -as it was faid, the liberty of Rome. “ If 
“ Albinus be criminal,” exclaimed the orator, “ the 
41 fenate and myfelf are all guilty of the fame ■> 
“ crime. If we are innocent, Albinus is equally 
“ entitled to the protection of the laws.” Thefe 
laws might not have punilhed the Ample and bar- 
ren wilh of an unattainable bleffing; but they 
would have Ihewn lefs indulgence to the ralh 
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confeffion of Boethius, that, had he known of a chap. 
confpiracy, the tyrant never fhould **. The ad- xxxix. 
vocate of Albinus was foon involved in the dan- 
ger and perhaps the guilt of his client; their ftgna- 
ture (.which they denied as a forgery) was affixed 
to the original addrefs, inviting the emperor to 
deliver Italy from the Goths,- and three witnefles 
of honourable rank, perhaps of infamous reputa- 
tion , attelf ed the treasonable defigns of the Ro- 
man patrician Yet his innocence mull be 
prefumed, Since he was deprived bj/ Theodoric 
of the means of juftification , and rigoroufly 
confined in the tower of Pavia, while the Senate, 
at the diftance of five hundred miles, pronounced 
a Sentence of confiscation and death againft the 
moil illuftrious of its members. At the command 
of the Barbarians, the occult Science of a philo- 
sopher was ftigmatized with the names of Sacrilege 
and magic **. A devout and dutiful attachment 
to. the Senate was condemned as criminal by the 
trembling voices of the Senators themfelves; and 
their ingratitude deferved the wilh or prediction 
of Boethius, that, after him , none fhould be 
found guilty of the fame offence * 7 . 

While Boethius, oppreffed with fetters, ex- His impri- 
pected each moment the Sentence or the Stroke of |i“"™ ent and 
death, he compofed in the tower of Pavia the a . d . 524, 
con/olation of philo fophy ; a golden volume, not • 
unworthy of the leifure of Plato or Tntly, but 
-which claims incomparable merit from the barbar- 
ifm of the times and the Situation of the author. 

The celeftial guide whom lie had So long in- 
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chat, voked at Rome and Athens, now condefcended 
xxxix. to illumine his dungeon , to revive his courage , 
and to pour into his wounds her falutary balm. 
She taught him to compare his long profperity 
and his recent diftrefs , and to conceive new 
hopes from the inconftancy of fortune. Reafon 
had informed him of the precarious condition of 
her gifts; experience had fatisfied him of their 
real value; he had enjoyed them without guilt; 
he might refign them without a figh, and calmly 
difdain the impotent malice of his enemies, who 
had left him happinefs, fince they had left him 
virtue. From the earth, Boethius afeended to 
heaven in fearch of the supreme GOOD; ex- 
plored the metaphyfical labyrinth of chance and. 
defliny, of prefcience and free-will, of time 
and eternity ; and generoufly attempted to 
reconcile the perfect attributes of the Deity, 
with the apparent diforders of his moral and 
, phyfical government. Such topics of confola- 

tion, fo obvious, fo vague, or fo abftrufe, 
are ineffectual to fubdue the feelings of human 
nature. Yet the fenfe of misfortune may be 
diverted by the labour of thought ; and the 
fage who could artfully combine in the fame 
work, the various riches of philofophy , poetry, 
and eloquence, muft already have poffeffed the 
, intrepid calmnefs , which he affeCted to feek. 
Sufpenfe , the word of evils was at length de- 
termined by the minifters of death , who execut- 
ed, and perhaps exceeded , the inhuman mandate 
of Theodoric. A flrong cord was fattened round 
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tlie head of Boethius , and forcibly tighened , till c H k v. 
his eyes almoft ftarted from their fockets ; 2nd xxxix. 
fome mercy may be difcovered in the milder 
torture of beating him with clubs till he expir- 
ed ”. But his genius furvived to diffufe a ray 
of knowledge over the darkeft ages of the Latin 
world ; the writings of the philofopher were 
tranflated by the mod glorious of the Englilh 
kings ”, and the third emperor of the name of 
Otho removed to a more honourable tomb the 
bones of a Catholic faint, who, from his Arian 
perfecutors , had acquired the honours of martyr- 
dom , and the fame of miracles 1 °\ In the laft 
hours of Boethius , he derived fome comfort 
from the fafety of his two fons , of his wife, and 
of his father-in-law, the venerable Symmachus. 

But the grief of Symmachus was indifereet, and 
perhaps difrefpedful : he had prefumed to lament: 
he might dare to revenge, the death of an in- 
jured friend. He was dragged in chains from r)eatI ’ ef 
Rome to the palace of Ravenna; and the fufpi- a . d . 525. ’ 
cions of Theodoric could only be appealed by 
the blood of an innocent and aged fenator 

Humanity will be difpofed to encourage any Rcmorre and 
report which tehifies the jurifdidlion of confcience l i < ? th ., of . 
and the remorfe of kings ; and phjlofophy is not a d s 2«. 
ignorant that the mod horrid fpedres are fome- s ®- 
times created by the powers of a difordered 
fancy, and the weaknefs of a diftempered body. 

After a life of virtue and glory, Theodoric was 
now defeending with fhame and guilt into the 
grave : his mind was humbled by the contraft of 
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chap, the paft , and juftly alarmed by the invifible 

x'xxix. terrors of futurity. One evening, as it is related, 
when the head of a large fifh was lerved on the 
royal table ,,, , he fuddenly exclaimed that he 
beheld the angry countenance of Symmachus , 
his eyes glaring fury and revenge , and his mouth 
armed with long (harp teeth , which threatened 
to devour him. The monarch inftantly retired 
to his chamber, and, as he lay, trembling with 
aguifh cold, under a weight of bed-clothes, he 
exprefled in broken murmurs to his phyfician 
Elpidius, his deep repentance for the murders of 
Boethius and Symmachus His malady encreaf- 
ed, and after a dyfentery which continued three 
days, he expired in the palace of Ravenna, in 
the thirty - third , or, if we compute from the 
invafion of Italy, in the thirty -feventh year of 
his reign. Confcious of his approaching end, he 
divided his treafures and provinces between his 
two grandfons , and fixed the Rhone as their 
common boundary **\ Amalaric was reftored to 
the throne of Spain. Italy, with all the conquefts 
of the Oftrogoths, was bequeathed to Athalaric ; 
whofe age did not exceed ten years , but who 
was cherilhed as the laft male offspring of the 
line of Amali , by the fhort- lived marriage of his 
mother Amalafuntha, with a royal fugitive of 
the fame blood , * 1 . In the prefence of the dying 
monarch , the Gothic chiefs and Italian magiftra- 
tes mutually engaged their faith and loyalty to 
the young prince, and to his guardian mother; 
and received in the fame awful moment , his laft 
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falutary advice, to maintain the laws, to love the 
fenate and people of Rome, and to cultivate with 
decent reverence the friendfhip of the emperor 
The monument of Theodoric was ere&ed by his 
daughter Amalafuntha, in a confpicuous fituation , 
which commanded the city of Ravenna , the 
harbour , and the adjacent coaft. A chapel of a 
circular form , thirty feet in diameter, is crowned 
by a dome of one entire piece of granite: from 
the centre of the dome , four columns arofe , 
which fupported , in a vafe of porphyry , the 
remains of the Gothic king, furrounded by the 
brazen ftatues of the twelve apoftles , * 7 . His 
fpirit, after fome previous expiation, might have 
been permitted to mingle with the benefadtors of 
mankind , if an Italian hermit had not been wit- 
nefs in a vifion to the damnation of Theodoric ,0 *, 
whofe foul was plunged, by the minifters of 
divine vengeance, into the vulcano of Lipari one 
of the flaming mouths of the infernal world IO \ 
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44 THE DECLINE AND FALL 
C H A P. XL. 


Elevation of JuJlin the Elder. — Reign of Jufinian: — 
I. The Emprefs Theodora. — II. Fusions of the 
Circus , and Sedition of Conjianrinople. Ill Trade 
and ManufaHure of Silk. — IV. Finances and 
Taxes. — V. Edifices of JuJlinian. — Church of 
St. Sophia. — Fortifications and Fron iers of the 
Enfiern Empire. — Abolition of the Schools of 
Athens , and the Confuiship of Rome. 

'■ f 

The emperor Jutlinian was born 1 near the ruins 
of Sardica ( the modern Sophia ) , of an obfeure 
race * of Barbarians 1 the inhabitants of a wild 
and defolate country , to which the names of 
Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have been 
fucceflively applied. His elevation was prepared 
by the adventurous fpirit of his uncle Jultin, 
who, with two other pcafants of the him e village, 
deferted , for the profelTion of arms , the more 
ufeful employment of hulbandmen or Ihepherds \ 
On foot, with a fcanty provifion of bifeuit in 
their knapfacks, the three youths followed the 
high - road of Conftantinople , and were foon 
enrolled, for their ftrength andftature, among the 
guards of the emperor Leo. Under the two 
fucceeding reigns , the fortunate peafant emerged 
to wealth and honours, and his efcape from fome 
dangers which threatened his life , was afterwards 
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afcribed to the guardian angel who watches over chap, 
the fate of kings. His long and laudable fervice u. 
in the Ifaurian and Perfian wars , would not have 
preferved from oblivion the name of Juftin; yet 
they might warrant the military promotion , 
which in the courfe of fifty years he gradually 
obtained; the rank of tribune, of count, and of 
general , the dignity of fenator , and the command 
ot the guards, who obeyed him as their chief, 
at the important crifis when the emperor Anaf- 
tafius was removed from the world. The power* 
ful kinfmen whom he had railed and enriched , 
were excluded from the throne; and the eunuch 
Amantius , who reigned in the palace , had 
fecretly refolved to fix the diadem on the head 
of the moft obfequious of his creatures. A liberal 
donative, to conciliate the fuffrage of the guards, 
was' entrufted for that purpofe in the hands of 
their icommander. But thefe weighty arguments 
were treacheroufiy employed by Juftin in his Elevation 
own favour; and as no competitor prefumed to ™ s d 01 
appear , the Dacian peafant was inverted with juftin 1. 
the purple, by the unanimous confent of the A,D ' , ‘ 3, 

11 7 J . July 10 ; 

foldiers who knew him to be brave and gentle, a. o. ^27. 
of the clergy and people who believed him to be A P ril 1 — or 
orthodox , and of the provincials who yielded a 
blind and implicit fubmiflion to the will of the 
capital. The elder Juftin , as he is diftinguilhed 
from another emperor of the fame family and 
name, afeended the Byzantine throne at the age 
of fixty- eight years; and, had he been left to 
his own guidance , every moment of a nine years 
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C II A P. 
XL. 


Adoption 
and fucceC- 
fion of 
Juftinian , 
A. D. 

*55 — 527 - 


reign muft have expofed to his fubjedts the impro- 
priety of their choice. His ignorance was fimilar ' 
to that of Theodoric; and it is remarkable, that 
in an age not deftituteof learning, two contempo- 
rary monarchs had never been inflrudted in the 
knowledge of the alphabet. But the genius of 
Juftin was far inferior to that of the Gothic 
king: the experience of a foldier had not qualified 
him for the government of an empire; and, 
though perfonally brave, the confcioufnefs of his 
own weaknefs was naturally attended with 
doubt, diftruft, and political apprehenfion. But 
the official bufinefs of the ffate was diligently 
and faithfully tran faded by the quseftor Pro- 
clus ‘ ; and the aged emperor adopted the talents 
and ambition of his nephew Juftinian, an afpiring 
youth, whom his uncle had drawn from the 
ruftic folitude of Dacia, and educated at Conftan- 
tinople, as the heir of his private fortune and at 
length of the Eaflern empire. ’ 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been defrauded - 
of his money, it became neceffary to deprive him 
of his life. The talk was eafily accomplilhed by 
the charge of a real or fictitious confpiracy; and 
the judges were informed, as an accumulation of 
guilt, that he was fecretly addicted to the Mani- 
chxan herefy *. Amantius loll his head ; three of 
his companions, the firft domeftics of the palace, 
were punifhed either with death or exile; and • 
their unfortunate candidate for the purple was 
caft into a deep dungeon, overwhelmed with 
Bones, and ignomiifioufiy thrown, without burial, 
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Into the fea. The ruin of Vitalian was a work of 
more difficulty and danger. That Gothic chief had 
rendered himfelf popular by the civil war which 
he boldly waged againft Anaftafius for the defence 
of the orthodox faith, and after the conclufion of 
an advantageous treaty, he ftill remained in the 
neighbourhood of Conftantinople at the head of 
a formidable and victorious army of Barbarians. 
By the frail fecurity of oaths , he was tempted 
to relinquiffi this advantageous fituation , and to 
trull his perfon within the walls of a city, whofe 
inhabitants , particularly the blue fa&ion , were 
artfully incenled againft him by the remembrance 
even of his pious hoftilities. The emperor and 
his nephew embraced him as the faithful and 
worthy champion of the church and ftate; and 
gratefully adorned their favourite with the titles 
of conful and general ; but in the feventh month 
of h is confulffiip , Vitalian was flabbed with 
feventeen wounds at the royal banquet 7 ; and 
Juftinian , who inherited the fpoil , was accufed 
as the aflaffin of a fpiritual brother, to whom 
he had recently pledged his faith in the partici- 
pation of the Chriftian myfteries \ After the fall 
of his rival, he was promoted, without any claim 
of military fervice, to the office of mafter-gencral 
of the Eaftern armies, whom it was his duty to 
lead into the field againft the public enemy. But, 
in the purfuit of fame, Juftinian might have loft 
his prefent dominion over the age and weaknefs 
of his uncle; and, inftead of acquiring by Scy- 
thian or Perftan trophies the applaufe of his 


I I A p. 
XL. 


Digitized by Google 



43 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


chap, countrymen the prudent warrior folicited their 
XL. favour in the churches, the circus, and the 
fenate , of Condantinople. The Catholics were 
attached to the nephew of Judin, who, between 
the Nedorian and Eutychian herefies, trod the 
narrow path of inflexible and intolerant ortho- 
doxy In the fird days of the new reign , he 
prompted and gratified the popular enthufiafm 
againd the memory of the deceafed emperor. 
After a fchifm of thirty-four years , he reconciled 
the proud and angry fpirit of the Roman pontiff, 
and fpread among the Latins a favourable report 
of his pious refpedt for the apodolic fee. The 
thrones of the Ead were filled with Catholic 
bifhops devoted to his intered , the clergy and 
the monks were gained by his liberality, and 
, the people were taught to pray for their future 

fovereign, the hope and pillar of the true religion. 
The magnificence of Judinian was difplayed in 
the fuperior pomp of his public fpedtacles , an 
objeCt not lefs facred and important in the eyes 
of the multitude , than the creed of Nice or 
Chalcedon: the expence of his confulfhip was 
edeerned at two hundred and eighty-eight thou- 
fand pieces of gold ; twenty lions , and thirty 
leopards, were produced at the fame time in the 
amphitheatre, and a numerous train of horfes, 
with their rich trappings , was bedowed as an 
extraordinary gift on the victorious charioteers 
of the circus. While he indulged the people of 
Condantinople , and received the addreffes of 
foreign kings, the nephew of Judin afliduoufly 

cultivated 
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cultivated the friendlhip of the fenate. That < 
venerable name feemed to qualify its members 
to declare the fenfe of the nation, and to regulate 
the fucceffion of the Imperial throne : the feeble 
Anaflafius had permitted the vigour of govern- 
ment to degenerate into the form or fubdance 
of an aridocracy-, and the military officers who 
had obtained the fenatorial rank, were followed 
by their domedic guards, a band of veterans, 

' whofe arms or acclamations might fix in a tu- 
multuous moment the diadem of the Ead. The 
treafures of the Hate were lavifhed to procure 
the voices of the fenators, and their unanimous 
wifb, that he would be pleafed to adopt Jullinian 
for his colleague , was communicated to the 
emperor. But this requeft, which too clearly 
admonilhed him of his approaching end, was 
unwelcome to the jealous temper of an aged 
monarch, defirous to retain the power which he 
was incapable of exercifmg') and' Judin, holding 
his purple with both his hands, advifed them 
to prefer, fince an election was fo profitable, 
fome older candidate. Notwithdanding this re- 
proach, the fenate proceeded to decorate Judinian 
with the royal epithet cf nobilijj'imus and their 
decree was ratified by the affedion or the fears 
of his uncle. After fome time the languor of 
mind and body, to which he was reduced by an 
incurable wound in bis thigh, indifpenfably re- 
quired the aid of a guardian. He fummoned the 
patriarch and fenators ; and in their prefence 
folemnly placed the diadem on the head of hi$ 
Vol. VII. E 
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nephew, who was conducted from the palace to 
the circus, and faluted by the loud and joyful 
applaufe of the people! The life of Judin was 
prolonged about, four months , but from the 
inftant of this ceremony , he was confulered as 
dead to the empire, which acknowledged Judi- 
nian, in the forty-fifth year of his age, for the 
lawful fovereign of the Ead ". 

From his elevation to his death , Judinian 
governed the Roman empire thirty-eight years, 
feven months, and thirteen days. The events of 
his reign , which excite our curious attention by 
their number , variety , and importance , are 
diligently related by the fecretary of Belifarius 
a rhetorician , whom eloquence had promoted 
to the rank of fenator and priefedt of Condanti- 
nople. According to the vitiffitudes of courage 
or fervitude, of favour or difgrace , Procopius 11 
fuccedively compofed the hijtory , the panegyric, 
and the fatire of his own times. The eight 
books of the Perfian , Vandnlic , and Gothic 
wars 15 , which are continued in the five books 
of Agathias , deferve our edeem as a laborious 
and fuccefsful imitation of the Attic, or at leadl 
of the Afiatic writers of ancient Greece. His 
fadts are collected from the perfonal experience 
and free converfation of a foldier, a ftatefman , 
and a traveller; his dyle continually afpires, and 
often attains, to the merit of drength and elegance; 
his refledtions, more efpecially in the fpccches , 
which he too frequently inferts, contain a rich 
found of political knowledge ; and the hidorian , 
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excited by the generous ambition of plcafing and CHAP, 
intruding pofterity , appears to difdain the pre- 
.judices of the people , and the flattery of courts. 

The writings of Procopius ,+ were read and 
•applauded by his contemporaries but, although 
be refpedfufly laid them at the foot of the throne, 
the pride of Juftinian muff have been wounded 
by the praife of an hero, who perpetually eclip- 
fes the glory of his inadive fovereign. The 
confcious dignity of independence was fubdued 
by the hopes and fears of a flave; and the fecret- 
ary of Belifarius laboured for pardon and reward 
in the fix books of the imperial edfices. He had 
dextroufly chofen a fubjed of apparent fplendour, 
in which he could loudly celebrate the genius * 
the magnificence , and the piety of- a prince , 
who, both as a conqueror and legiflator, had 
furpalTed the puerile virtues of Themillocles and 
Cyrus Difappointment might urge the flatterer 
to fecret revenge ; and the fi i ft glance of favour 
might again tempt him to fufpend and fupprefi? 
a libel ,7 , in which the Roman Cyrus is degraded 
into an odious and contemptible tyrant, in which 
both the emperor and his confort Theodora arc 
ferioufly represented as two daemons , who had 
alfumed an human form for the deftrudion of 
mankind Such bafe inconfiftency mufl doubt* 
lefs fully the reputation , and detrad from the 
credit, of Procopius: yet, after the venom of 
liis malignity has been fuftered to exhale, the 
refidiie of the aniedotes , even the mofb difgraceful 
fads , forae of which had been tenderly hinted 
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in his public hiftory, are eftablilhed by their 
internal evidence, or the authentic monuments 
of the times **. From thefe various materials, I 
lhall now proceed to defcribe the reign of Jufti- 
nian, which will deferve and occupy an ample 
fpace. The prefent chapter will explain the 
elevation and character of Theodora, the factions 
of the circus , and the peaceful adminiftration of 
the fovereign of the Eaft. In the three fucceed- 
ing chapters, I fliall relate the wars of Juftininn 
which atchieved the conqueft of Africa and Italy ; 
and I fliall follow the victories of Belilkrius and 
Narfes , without difguifing the -vanity of their 
triumphs, or the hollile virtue of the Perfiaii and 
Gothic heroes. The feries of this volume will 
embrace the jurifprudence and theology of the 
emperor; the controverfies and feels which flill 
'divide the oriental church; the reformation of the 
Roman law , which is obeyed or refpe&ed by 
the nations of modern Europe. 

I. In the exercife of fupreme power, the firft 
a<ft of Juftinian was to divide it with the woman 
whom he loved, the famous Theodora z °, whofe 
ftrange elevation cannot be applauded as the triumph 
of female virtue. Under the reign of Anaftafius, the 
care of the wild beafts maintained by the green fac- 
tion at Conftanthiople, was entrutted to Acacius a 
native of the ifle of Cyprus, who, from his em- 
ployment, was furnamed the matter of the bears. 
This honourable office was given after his death 
to another candidate , notwithflanding the di- 
ligence of his widow, who had already provided 
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a hufband and a fuccefTor. Acacius had left three 
daughters, Comito ", Theodora, and Anafta- 
fia, the eldefl; of whom did not then exceed the 
age of feven years. On a foiemn feftival, thefe 
helplefs orphans were fent by their diftreffed and 
indignant mother, in the garb of fuppliants , into 
the midft of- the theatre : the green fadlion receiv- 
ed them with contempt, the blues with com- 
panion; and this difference, which funk deep 
into the mind of Theodora , was felt long after- 
wards in the adminiftration of the empire. As 
they improved in age and beauty, the three filters 
were fucceflively devoted to the public and pri- 
vate pleafures of the Byzantine people ; and 
Theodora, after following Comito on the ftage, 
in the drefs of a flave, with a ftool on her head, 
was at length permitted to exercife her independ- 
ent talents. She neither danced, norfung, nor 
played on the flute; her fkill was confined to the 
pantomime arts ; Ihe excelled in buffoon charac- 
ters, and as often as the comedian fwelled her 
cheeks , and complained with a ridiculous tone 
- and gefture of the blows that were infliefted, the 
whole theatre of Conftantinople refouuded with 
laughter and applaufe. The beauty of Theodo- 
ra " was the fubjeeff of more flattering praife , 
and the fource of more exquifite delight. Her 
features were delicate and regular; her complec- 
tion , though fomewhat pale, was tinged with 
a natural colour ; every fenfation was inftantly 
exprelfed by the vivacity of her eyes; her eafy 
motions displayed the graces of a fmall but ele- 
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h a v. gant figure; and either love or adulation might 
XL, proclaim , that painting and poetry were incapa- 
ble of delineating the match 1 els excellence of her 
form. But this form was degraded by the facility 
with which it was expofed to the public eye , 
and prollituted to licentious defire. Her venal 
charms- were abandoned to a promifcupus crowd 
of citizens and flrangers., of every rank, and of 
every profefiion: the fortunate lover who had 
been promifed a night of enjoyment, was often 
driven from her bed by a ftronger or more wealthy 
favourite; and when Ihe palled through the ftreets, 
her prefence was avoided by all who wilhed to 
efcape either the fcandal or the temptation. The 
fatirical hiftorian has not blufhed 15 to deferibe the 
naked -feenes which Theodora was not alhamed 
to exhibit in the theatre 14 . After exhaufting the 
arts of fenfual pleafure /*, fhe moll ungratefully 
murmured againll the parfimony of Nature ** ; 
but her murmurs, her pleafures , and her arts, 
mull be veiled in the obfeurity of a learned lan- 
guage. After reigning for fome time, the delight 
and contempt of the capital, fhe condefcended to 
accompany Ecebolus, a native of Tyre, who had 
obtained the government of the African Pentapo- 
lis. But this union was frail and tranfient; Ece- 
bolus foon rejedled an expenfive or faithlefs con- 
cubine; flic wa« reduced at Alexandria to extreme 
diflrefs ; and in her laborious return to Con- 
ftaotinople., every city of the Eall admired and 
enjoyed the fair Cyprian, whofe merit appeared 
to juftify her defeent from the peculiar ifland of 
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Venus. The vague commerce of Theodora , and 
the moil deteftable precautions , preferved her 
from the danger which file feared; yet once, and 
once only, (he became a mother.- The infant 
was faved and educated in Arabia, by his father, 
who imparted to him on his death-bed, that he 
was the*fon of an emprefs. Filled with ambi- 
tious hopes , the unfufpeding youth immediate- 
ly haftened to the palace of Conftantinople, and 
was admitted to the prefence of his mother. As 
he was never more feen, even after the deceafe 
of Theodora, (he deferves the foul imputation 
of extinguifliing with his life a fecret fo offen- 
ftve to her Imperial virtue. 

In the mod abjed (late of her fortune and re- 
putation , fome vifion , either of fieep or of fancy, 
•had whifperedto Theodora the pleafing aflurance 
that (he was deftined to become the fpoufe of a 
potent monarch. Confcious of her approaching 
greatnefs, (he returned from Paphlagonia to Con- 
ftantinople; aflumed, like a fkilful adrefs, amors 
decent charader ; relieved her poverty by the 
laudable induftry of fpinning wool ; and affeded 
a life of chaftity and folitude-in a final! houfe, 
which (lie afterwards changed into a magnificent 
temple ,7 . Her beauty, aflifted by art or acci- 
dent, foon attraded , captivated, and fixed, the 
patrician Juftinian , who -already reigned with 
abfolute fway under the name of his uncle. Per- 
haps (he contrived to enhance the value of a gift 
which (lie had fo often lavifhed on the meaneft 
of mapkind: perhaps (he inflamed, at firft by 
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chap, moded delays, and at lad by fenfual allurements, 
' xi, the defires of a lover, who from nature or devo- 
tion was addided to long vigils and abdemious 
diet. When his fird tranfports had fubfidcd, fhe 
(fill maintained the fame afcendant over his mind, 
by the more folid merit of temper and under- 
ftanding. Judinian delighted to ennoble and enrich 
the objed of his affedion; the treafures of the 
Ead were poured at her feet, and the nephew of 
Judin was determined, perhaps by religious fcru- 
pies, to bellow on his concubine the facred and 
legal charader of a wife. But the laws of Rome 
exprefsly prohibited the marriage ofa fenator with 
any female, who had been dilhonoured by a 
fervile origin or theatrical profeflion : the emprefs 
Lupicina, or Euphemia, a Barbarian of ruftic 
manners, but of irreproachable virtue, refufed to 
accept a prollitute for her niece; and even Vigi- 
lantia the fuperditious mother of Judinian, though 
file acknowledged the wit and beauty of Theodora, 
was ferioufly apprehenfive, led the levity and 
arrogance of that artful paramour might corrupt 
the piety and happinefs of her fon. Thefe obda- 
cles were removed by the inflexible condancy of 
Judinian. He patiently expeded the death of the 
emprefs ; he defpifed the tears of his mother, who 
foon funk under the weight of her afflidion ; and 
a law was promulgated in the pame of the emperor 
Judin, which aboliflhed the rigid jurifprudence of 
antiquity. A glorious repentance (the words of 
the edid) was left open for the unhappy females 
who had prodituted their perfons on the theatre , 
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and they were permitted to contrad a legal union c hap. 
with the mod illuftrious of the Romans”. This XL. 
indulgence was fpeedily followed by the folemn 
nuptials of Juftinian and Theodora; her dignity 
was gradually exalted with that of her lover; and, 
as foon as Juftin had inverted his nephew with 
the purple , the patriarch of Conftantinople placed 
the diadem on the heads of the emperor and em- 
prefs of the Haft. But the ufual honours which 
the feverity of Roman manners had allowed to 
the wives of princes , could not fatisfy either the 
ambition of 1 hcodora or the fondnefs of Juftinian. 

He feated her on the throne as an equal and inde- 
pendent colleague in the fovereignty of the empire, 
and an oath of allegiance was impofed on the go- 
vernors of the provinces in the joint names of 
Juftinian and Theodora ", The Eaftern world 
fell proftrate before the genius and fortune of the 
daughter of Acacius. The proftitute who, in the 
prefence of innumerable fpedators, had polluted 
the theatre of Conftantinople, was adored as a 
queen in the fame city, by grave magiftrates, 
orthodox bifhops, vidorious generals, and cap- 
tive monarchs 3 \ 

Thofe who believe that the female mind is to- 
tally depraved by the lofs of chaftity, will eager- 
ly liften to all the invedives of private envy or 
popular refentment, which have diflembled the 
virtues of Theodora , exaggerated her vices, and 
condemned with rigour the venal or voluntary 
fins of the youthful harlot. From a motive of 
fhame or contempt, (he often declined the fervile 
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chap, homage of the multitude, efcaped from the odious 
XL. light of the capital , and palfed the greated part 
of the year in the palaces and gardens which were 
pleafantly feated on the fea-coad of the Propontis 
and the Bofphorus. Her private hours were de- 
voted to the prudent as well as grateful care of 
her beauty, the luxury of the bath and table, 
and the long flumber of the evening and the 
morning. Her fecret apartments were occupied 
by the favourite women and eunuchs, whofe in- 
terells and paflions fhe indulged at the expence of 
juftice; the mod illuftrious perfonages of the date 
were crowded into a dark and fultry antichamber, 
and when at lad, after tedious attendance, they 
were admitted to kifs the feet of Theodora , 
they experienced, as her humour might fugged, 
the filent arrogance of an emprefs , or the ca- 
pricious levity of a comedian. Her rapacious 
avarice to accumulate an immenfe treafure , 
may be excufed by the apprehenfion of her 
hufband’s death , which could leave no altern- 
ative between ruin and the throne; and fear as 
well as ambition might exafperate Theodora’ 
againd two generals , who , during a malady of 
the emperor, had rafhly declared that they were 
not difpofed to acquiefce in the choice of the ca- 
pital. But the reproach of cruelty, fo repugnant 
even to her fofter vices , has left an indelible dain 
on the memory o'f Theodora. Her numerous fpies 
obferved, and zealoufly reported, every adtion , 
or word, or look, injurious to their royal midrefs. 
Whomfoever they accufed were cad into her pe- 
culiar prifons ”, inacceflxble to the enquiries of 
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juftice; and it was rumoured, that the torture of chap. 
the rack, or fcourge, had been infli&ed in the XL. 
prefence of a female tyrant, infenfible to the voice 
of prayer or of pity *\ Some of thefe unhappy 
vidlims perifhed in deep unwholefome dungeons, 
while others were permitted , after the lofs of 
their limbs, their reafon, or their fortune, to 
appear in the world the living monuments of her 
vengeance , which was commonly extended to 
the children of thofe whom fhe had fufpedted or 
injured. The fenator or bifhop , whofe death or 
exile Theodora had pronounced , was delivered 
to a trufty melfenger, and his diligence was 
quickened by a menace from her own mouth. 

“ If you fail in the execution of my commands, 

“ I fwear by him who liveth for ever, that your 
<f fkin fhall be flay’d from your body 

If the creed of Theodora had not been tainted Her virtues, 
with herefy , her exemplary devotion might have 
atoned, in the opinion of her contemporaries, for 
pride, avarice, and cruelty. But, if Ihe employed 
her influence to afluage the intolerant fury of the 
emperor, the prefent age will allow fome merit 
to her religion, and much indulgence to her fpe- 
culative errors *\ The name of Theodora was . 
introduced, with equal honour, in all the pious 
and charitable foundations of Juflinian ; and the 
mod benevolent inftitution of his reign may bp 
aferibed to the fympathy of the emprefs for her 
lefs fortunate fillers , who had been feduccd or 
compelled to embrace the trade of prollitntion. 

A palace, on the Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus, 
was converted into a ftately and fpacious mouaf- 
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chap, tery, and a liberal maintenance was affigned to 
xl. five hundred women , who had been collected 
from the ftreets and brothels of Conftantinople. 
In this fafe and holy retreat, they were devoted 
to perpetual confinement ; and the defpair offome, 
who threw themfelves headlong into the fea, was 
loft in the gratitude of the penitents, who had 
been delivered from fin and mifery by their gene- 
rous benefacftrefs ". The prudence of Theodora 
is celebrated by Juftinian himfelf; and his laws are 
attributed to the fage counfels of his mod reve- 
rend wife, whom he had received as the gift of 
the Deity Her courage was difplayed amidft: 
the tumult of the people and the terrors of the 
court. Her chaftity, from the moment of her union 
with Juftinian , is founded on the filence of her 
implacable enemies; and, although the daughter 
of Acacius might befatiated with love, yet fome 
applaufe is due to the firmnefs of a mind which 
could facrifice pleafure and habit to the ftronger 
fenfe either of duty or intereft. The wilhes and 
prayers of Theodora could never obtain the blef- 
fing of a lawful fon, and file buried an infant 
daughter, the foie offspring of her marriage ,7 . 
Notwithftanding this difappointment, her domi- 
nion was permanent and abfolute ; ihe preferved, 
by art or merit, the affedtions of Juftinian; and 
their feeming diffenfions were always fatal to the 
courtiers who believed them to be fincere. Per- 
haps her health had been impaired by the licen- 
tioufnefs of her youth ; but it was always delicate, 
and fhe was directed by her phyficians to"ufe the 
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Pythian warm baths. In this journey, the em- c * h a l‘. 
prefs was followed by the prsetorian praefedt, the XL. 
great treafurer , feveral counts and patricians, and 
a fplendid train of four thoufand attendants : the 
highways were repaired at her approach ; a palace 
was eredled for her reception ; and as file paded 
through Bithynia, fhe diftributed liberal alms, 
to the churches, the monafteries , and the hofpi- 
tals, that they might implore heaven for the re- 
ftoration of her health Atlength, in the twenty- ani1 dfath * 
fourth year of her marriage, and the twenty - fe- Jimg " Ilt 
cond of her reign , Ibe was confumed by a can- 
cer **; and the irreparable lofs was deplored by 
her hufband, who, in the room of a theatrical 
proftitute, might have feledted the pureftand moft 
noble virgin of the Eaft 4 \ 

II. A material difference may be obferved in the The famous 
games of antiquity: the moft eminent of the of the clrcat| 
Greeks were actors, the Romans were merely 
fpedtators, The Olympic ftadium was open to 
wealth, merit, and ambition; and if the candi- 
dates could depend on their perfonal (kill and 
activity, they might purfue the footfteps of Dio- 
mede and Menelaus, and conduct their own horf- 
es in the rapid career 4I . Ten , twenty , forty 
chariots , were allowed to ftart at the fame in- 
flant; a crown of leaves was the reward of the 
victor; and his fame, with that of his family and 
country, was chauntcd in lyric (trains more dur- 
able than monuments of brafs and marble. But 
a fenator, or even a citizen, confcious of his dig- 
nity, would have blulhed to expofe his perfon 


Digitized by Google 



6i THE DECLINE AND FALL 


chap, or his horfes in the circus of Rome. The games 
xl. were exhibited at the expence of the republic, 
the magiftrates ,'or the emperors: but the reins 
were abandoned to fervile hands , and if the pro- 
fits of a favourite charioteer fometimes exceeded 
thofe of an advocate, they muff be confidered as 
the effedts of popular extravagance , and the high 
wages of a difgraceful profeftion. The race, in 
its iirft inftitution , was a fimple conteft of two 
chariots, whofe drivers were diftinguifhed by white 
and red liveries; two additional colours, a light 
green, and a c cerulean blue , were afterwards in- 
troduced ; and , as the races were repeated twenty- 
five times , one hundred chariots contributed in 
the fame day to the pomp of the circus. The 
four fictions foon acquired a legal eftablilhment , 
and a myftcrious origin, and their fanciful colours 
were derived from the various appearances of na- 
ture in the four feafons of the year ; the red dog- 
ftar of fummer, the fnows of winter , the deep 
fhades of autumn, and the cheerful verdure of 
thefpring' 11 . Another interpretation preferred the 
elements to the feafons, and the ft ruggle of the green 
and blue was fuppefed to reprefent the conflict of 
the earth and fea. Their refpe&ive victories announ- 
ced either a plentiful harveft or a profperous navi- 
gation, and the hoftilfty of the hufbandmen and 
mariners was fomewhat lefs abfurd than the blind 
ardour of the Roman people , who devoted their 
lives and fortunes to the colour which they had 
efpoufed. Such lolly was difdained and indulged 
by the wifeft princes; bud the names of Caligula, 
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Nero, Vitellius, Vertis , Commodus, Caracalla, 
and Elagabalus , were enrolled in the blue or 
green factions of the circus ; they frequented their 
{tables , applauded their favourites , chaltifed their 
antagonifts, and dcferved the efteem of the popu- 
lace, by the natural or afteCted imitation of their 
manners. The bloody and tumultuous conteft 
continued to difturb the public feftivity, till the 
laft age of the fpeCtades of Rome ; and Theodo- 
ric, from a motive of juftice or affeCtion, inter- 
pofed his authority to proteCt the greens againllthe 
violence of a conful and a patrician , who were paf- 
fionately addicted to the blue fadtion of the circus 
Conftantinople adopted the follies , though not 
the virtues, -of ancient Rome; and the fame fac- 
tions which had agitated the circus, raged with 
redoubled fury in the hippodrome. Under the 
reign of Anaftafius, this popular frenzy was in- 
flamed by religious zeal; and the greens, who 
had treacheroufly concealed (tones and daggers 
under bafkets of fruit, malfacred at a folemn fef- 
tival , three thoufand of their blue adverfaries **. 
From the capital, this peftilence was dilfufed into 
the provinces and cities of the eaft, and the fport- 
ive diltinCtion of two colours produced two ftrong 
and irreconcileable factions, which Ihook the found- 
ations of a feeble government 4S . 1 he popular 

difienfions, founded on the moft ferious intereft, 
or holy pretence, have fcarcely equalled the ob- 
ftinacy of this wanton difeord , which invaded 
the peace of families , divided friends and brothers, 
and tempted the female fex , though feldom feen 
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in the circus , to efpoufe the inclinations of their 
lovers, or to contradict the wilhes of their hufbands. 
Every law, either human or divine, was tram- 
pled under foot, and as long as the party was 
fuccefsful , its deluded followers appeared carelefs 
of private diflrefs or public calamity. The licence, 
without the freedom of democracy , was revived 
at Antioch, and Conftantinoplc , and the fupport 
of a fa&ion became necelTary to every candidate 
for civil or ecclefiaftical honours. A fecret at- 
tachment to the family or feet of Anaflafius, was 
imputed to the greens; the Blues were zealoufly 
devoted to the caufe of orthodoxy and Jultinian **> 
and their grateful patron , protected , above five 
years , the diforders of a faction , whole feafon- 
able tumults overawed the palace, the fenate, 
and the capitals of the Eaft. Infolent with royal 
favour, the blues aftedted to Itrike terror by a 
peculiar and Barbaric drefs , the long hair of the 
Huns, their clofe fleeves and ample garments, a 
lofty ftep , and a fonorous voice. In the day they 
concealed their two-edged ponyards , but in the 
night they boldly affembled in arms, and in nu- 
merous bands , prepared for every act of violence 
and rapine. Their adverfaries of the green fac- 
tion, or even inoffenfive citizens, were ftripped 
and often murdered by thefe nocturnal robbers , 
and it became dangerous to wear any gold buttons 
or girdles , or to appear at a late hour in the’ftreets 
of a peaceful capital. A daring fpirit, riling with 
impunity, proceeded to violate the fafeguard of 
private houfes ; and fire was employed to facili- 
tate 
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tate the attack , or to conceal the crimes of thefe 
factious rioters. No place was fafe or facred 
from their depredations ; to gratify either avarice 
or revenge, they profufely fpilt the blood or the 
innocent; churches and altars were polluted by 
atrocious murders, and it was the boaft of the 
afladins, that their dexterity could always inflict 
a mortal wound with a Angle ftroke of their 
dagger. The diflolute youth of Conftantinople 
adopted the blue'livery of diforder ; the laws were 
blent, and the bonds of fociety were relaxed: 
creditors were compelled to reflgn their obliga- 
tions ; judges to reverfe their fentence ; mailers 
to enfranchife their flaves; fathers to fupply the 
extravagance of their children ; noble matrons 
were prollituted to the lull of their fervants ; beau- 
tiful boys were torn from the arms of their pa- 
rents ; and wives, unlefs they preferred a volun- 
tary death, were ravifhed in the prefence. of their 
liufbands * 7 . The defpair of the greens , who 
were perfecuted by their enemies , and deferted 
by the magiftrate , aflumed the privilege of 
defence , perhaps of retaliation : but thofe who 
furvived the combat, were dragged to execution, 
and the unhappy fugitives efcaping to woods and 
caverns , preyed without mercy on the fociety 
from whence they were expelled. Thofe minif- 
ters of juftice who had courage to punifli the cri- 
mes, and to brave the refentment of the blues, 
became the victims of their indifcrcet zeal; a pre- 
fect of Conftantinople fled for refuge to the holy 
fepulchr.e, a count of theEaft was jgnominioufly 
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whipped ; and a governor of Cilicia was hanged 
by the order of Theodora, on the tomb of two 
afTaflins whom he had condemned for the murder 
of his groom, and the daring attack upon his own 
life An afpiring candidate may be tempted 
to build his greatnefs on the public confnfion, 
but it is the intereft as well as duty of a fovereign 
to maintain the authority of the laws. The firft 
edict of Juftinian , which was often repeated , and 
fometimes executed, announced his firm refolution 
to fupportthe innocent, and to chaftife the guilty 
of every denomination and colour. Yet the balance of 
juftice was (till inclined in favour of the bluefadtion, 
by the fecret afiedtion , the habits , and the fears of 
the emperor his equity , after an apparent ftruggle, 
fubmitted, without reludtance, to the implacable 
pallions of Theodora, and the emprefs never for- 
got or forgave the injuries of the comedian. At 
the acceffion of the younger Judin , the procla- 
mation of equal and rigorous juftice indiredtly 
condemned the partiality of the former reign. 
“ Ye blues, Juftinian is no more! ye greens, he 
“ is ftill alive 49 ! ” 

A fedition , which almoft laid Conftantinople 
in afhes, was excited by the mutual hatred and 
momentary reconciliation of the two factions. In 
the fifth year of his reign , Juftinian celebrated 
the feftival of the ides of January : the games 
were incefiantly difturbed by the clamorous dif- 
content of the greens; till the twenty-fecond race, 
the emperor maintained his filent gravity ; at length, 
yielding to his impatience , he condefcended to 
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hold , in abrupt fentenccs , and by the voice of 
a cryer , the mod lingular dialogue ! ° that ever 
palled between a prince and his fubjedts. Their 
firft complaints, were refpedtful and modeft ; they 
accufed the fubordinate minifters of oppreftion , 
and proclaimed their wilhes for the long life 
and victory of the emperor. “ Be patient and 
“ attentive, ye infolent railers,” exclaimed Jufti- 
nian ; “be mute, ye Jews, Samaritans, and 
“ Manichacans.” The greens flill attempted to 
awaken his compaflion. “We are poor, we 
“ are innocent, we are injured, we date not 
“ pafs through the ftreets: a general perfecution 
“ is exercifed againft our name and colour. Let 
“ Us die, O emperor, but let us die by your 
“ command, and for your fervice! ” But the 
repetition of partial and paffionnte invefttves* de- 
graded, in their eyes, the majefty of the pur- 
ple; they renounced allegiance to the prince who 
refufed juftice to his people; lamented that the 
father of Juftinian had been born; and branded 
his fon with the opprobrious names of an homi- 
cide , an afs , and a perjured tyrant. “ Do you 
defpife your lives?” cried the indignant monarch : 
the blues rofe with fury from their feats; their 
hoftile clamours thundered in the hippodrome; 
and their adverfaries, deferting the unequal con- 
teft , fpread terror and defpair through the 
ftreets of Conftantinoplc. At this dangerous mo- 
ment, feven notorious afiaffins of both fadlions, 
who had been condemned by the prsefedt , were 
carried round the city, and afterwards tranf- 
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chap, ported to the place of execution in. the fuburb 
xl. of Pera. Four were immediately beheaded ; 
a fifth was hanged: but when the fame punifh- 
ment was inflicted on the remaining two, the 
rope broke, they fell alive to the ground, the 
populace applauded their efcapc , and the monks 
of St. Conon , ifluing from the neighbouring 
convent, conveyed them in a boat to the fanc- 
tuary of the church !I . As one of thefe crimi- 
nals was of the blue, and the other of the 
green livery , the two fadtions were equally- 
provoked by the cruelty of their oppreflor, or 
the ingratitude of their patron •, and a fhort truce 
was concluded till they had delivered their pri- 
foners and fatisfied their revenge. The palace of 
the pracfcdl , who withftood the feditious tor- 
rent, was inflandy burnt, his officers and guards 
were maflacred , the prifons were- forced open, 
and freedom was reftored to. thofe who could 
only ufe it for the public deftruction. A mili- 
tary force, which had been difpatched to the aid 
of the civil magiftrate, was fiercely encountered 
by an armed multitude , whofe numbers and 
boldnefs continually cncreafed ; and the Heruli, 
the wildeft Barbarians in the fervice of the em- 
pire , overturned the priefts and their relics , 
which, from a pious motive, had been raflily 
interpofed to fepapate the bloody conflict. The 
tumult was exafperated by this facrilege , the 
people fought with enthufiafm in the caufe of 
God; the women, from the roofs ancf windows, 
fhowered {tones on the heads of the foldiers , 
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who darted firebrands againft the houfes ; and chap. 
the various flames , which had been kindled by xl. 
the hands of citizens and ftrangers, fpread with- 
out controul over the face of the city. The con- 
flagration involved the cathedral of St. Sophia, 
the baths of Zeuxippus , a part of the palace, 
from the firft entrance to the altar of Mars, 
and the long portico from the palace to the 
forum of Conftantine; a large hofpital , with 
the Tick patients, was confumed; many churches 
and (lately edifices were deflroyed , and an im- 
menfe treafure of gold and filver was either melt- 
ed or loft. From fuch fcenes of horror and dif- 
trefs, the wife and wealthy citizens efcaped over 
the Bofphorus to the Afiatic fide ; and during 
five days Conftantinople was abandoned to the 
fadions , whofe watch -' word , Nika, vanquish ! 
has given a name to this memorable fedition ”. 

As long as the factions were divided , the The dirtrjfs 
triumphant blues, and defponding greens, ap- of Juftinian * 
peared to behold with the fame indifference the 
diforders of the ftate. They agreed to ccnfure 
the corrupt management of juftice and the fi- 
nance ; and the two refponfible minifter's , the art- 
ful Tribonian , and the rapacious John of Cap- 
padocia , were loudly arraigned as the authors of 
the public mifery. The peaceful murmurs of the 
people would have been difregarded: they were 
heard with refped when the city was in flames; 
the quaeftor, and the pnefecf, were inftantly re- 
moved, and their offices were filled by two fenat- 
ors of blamelefs integrity. After this popular 
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o h a p. conceffion , Jufliniaii proceeded to the hippo- 
xl. drome to confefs Iris own errors, and to accept 
the repentance of his grateful fubje&s; but they 
diftrulted his affurances, though folemnly pro- 
nounced in the prefence of the holy gofpels ; and 
the emperor, alarmed by their diflruft, retreated 
with precipitation to the ftrong fortrefs of the 
palace. The obftinacy of the tumult was now 
imputed to a fecret and ambitious confpiracy ; 
and a fufpicion was entertained , that the infur- 
gents , more efpecially the green fadion , had 
been fupplied with arms and money by Hypatius 
and Pompey, two patricians, who could neither 
forget with honour , nor remember with fiifety , 
that they were the nephews of the emperor' 
Anaflafius. Capricioufly trufled , difgraced, and 
pardoned , by the jealous levity of the monarch, 
they had appeared as loyal fervants before the 
throne ; and , during five days of the tumult , 
they were detained as important hoftages; till 
at length , the fears of Juftinian prevailing over 
pis prudence, he viewed the two brothers in the 
light of fpies, perhaps of affaflins, and fternly 
commanded them to depart from the palace. 
After a. fruitlefs reprefentation , that obedience 
might lead to involuntary treafon, they retired 
to their houfes, and in the morning of the fixth 
day Hypatius was furrounded and feized by the 
people, who, regardlefs of his virtuous refin- 
ance, and the tears of his wife, tranfported their 
favourite to the forum of Conflantine, and in- 
ftead of a diadem, placed a rich collar on his 
head. Tf the ufurper, who afterwards pleaded 
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the merit of his delay, had complied with the 
advice of his fenate , and urged the fury of the 
multitude, their firft irrefiftible effort might have 
oppreffed or expelled his trembling competitor. 
The Byzantine palace enjoyed a free communi- 
cation with the fea ; veffels lay ready at the gar- 
den flaics ; and a fecret refolution was already 
formed , to convey the emperor with his family 
and treafures to a fafe retreat, at fome diftancc 
from the capital. 

Juflinian was loft, if the proftitute whom he 
raifed from the theatre had not renounced the 
timidity, as well as the virtues, of her fex. In 
the midft of a council , where Belifarius was 
prefent, Theodora alone difplayed the fpirit of 
an hero; and fhe alone, without apprehending 
his future hatred, could fave the emperor from 
the imminent danger, and his unworthy fears. 
“ If flight,” faid the confort of Juflinian, “were 
“ the only means of fafety, yet I fhould difdain 
“ to fly. Death is the condition of our birth; 
“ but they who have reigned fhould never fur- 
“ vive the lofs of dignity and dominion. I im- 
“ plore heaven , that I may never be feen , not 
“ a day, without my diadem and purple; that 
“ I may no longer behold the light, when I 
“ ceafe to be faluted with the name of queen. 
“ If you refolve , O Cxfar, to fly, you have 
“ treafures; behold the fea, you havefhips; but 
“ tremble left the defire of life fhould expofe 
“ you to wretched exile and ignominious death. 
“ For my own part, I adhere to the maxim of 
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c h a p. “ antiquity, that the throne is a glorious fepul- 
xi. “ chre. ” The firmnefs of a woman reftored the 
courage to deliberate and act, and courage foon 
difcovers the refources of the mod defperat'e fitua- 
tion. It was an eafy and a decifive meafure to 
revive the animofity of the factions ; the blue 
were aftonifhed at their own guilt and folly, 
that a trifling injury fhould .provoke them to 
confpire with their implacable enemies againft a 
gracious and liberal benefadtor; they again pro- 
claimed the majefty of Juflinian , and the greens, 
with their upflart emperor, were left alone in 
Tiie fedition the hippodrome. The fidelity of the guards was 
i> fupprefitd. doubtful; but the military force of Juftinian con- 
fifted in three thoufand veterans , who had been 
trained to valour and difcipline in the Perlian 
and Illyrian wars. Under the command of Beli- 
farius and Mundus , they filently marched in two 
divifions from the palace, forced their obfcure 
way through narrow paffages, expiring flames , 
and falling edifices, and burft open at the fame 
moment the two oppofite gates of the hippo- 
drome. In this narrow fpace, the diforderly and 
affrighted crowd was incapable of refilling on 
either fide a firm and regular attack; the blues 
fignalized the fury of their repentance ; and it is 
computed, that above thirty thoufand perfons 
were flain in the mcrcilefs and promifcuous car- 
nage of the day. Hypatius was dragged from his 
throne, and conducted with his brother Fompey 
to the feet of the emperor : they implored his 
clemency ; but their crime was manifeft , their 
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innocence uncertain, and Juftinian had been too c it a p. 
much terrified to forgive. The next morning the xl. 
two nephews of Anaftafius, with eighteen illus- 
trious accomplices, of patrician or confular rank, 
were privately executed by the foldiers ; their 
bodies were thrown into the fea, their palaces 
razed , and their fortunes confifcated. The hippo- 
drome itfelf was condemned , during feveral 
years , to a mournful filence : with the reftoration 
of the games , the fame diforders revived ; and the 
blue and green factions continued to afflict the 
reign of Juftinian , and to diflurb the tranquillity 

of the Eaftern emoire 
1 

III. That empire, after Rome was barbarous , Agriculture 
ftill embraced the nations whom flie had con- J"' 1 mam L\ 

fattures of 

quered beyond the Hadriatic , and as far as the the Eaftern 
frontiers of Ethiopia and Perfia. Juftinian reigned erapire " 
over fixty-four provinces, and nine hundred and 
thirty-five cities 54 ; his dominions were blefled 
by nature with the advantages of foil , fituation, 
and climate: and the improvements of human art 
had been perpetually diffufed along the coaft of 
the Mediterranean and the banks of the Nile , 
from ancient Troy to the Egyptian Thebes. Abra- 
ham had been relieved by the well-known 
plenty of Eigypt ; the fame country , a fmall 
and populous trail , was ftill capable of exporting, 
each year , two hundred and fixty thoufand 
quarters of wheat for the ufe of Conftantinople 5< ; 
and the capital of Juftinian was fupplied with 
the manufactures of Sidon , fifteen centuries after 
they had been celebrated in the poems of Homer !7 . 
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The annual powers of vegetation , inftead of 
being exhaufled by two thoufand harvefts, were 
renewed and invigorated by fkilful hufbandry , 
rich manure., and feafonable repofe. The breed 
of domeftic animals was infinitely multiplied. 
Plantations, buildings , and the inflruments of 
labour and luxury, which are more durable than 
the term of human life, were accumulated by the 
care of fucceffivc generations. Tradition preferv- 
ed , and experience fimplified , the humble practice 
of the arts : fociety was enriched by the divifion 
of labour and the facility of exchange ; and every 
Roman was lodged , clothed , and fubfifted , by 
the induftry of a thoufand hands. The invention 
of the loom and diftaff has been pioufiy aferibed 
to the gods. In every age , a variety of animal 
and vegetable productions , hair , fkins , wool , 
flax, cotton, and at length filk, have been fkil- 
fully manufactured to hide or adorn the human 
body ; they were ftained with an infufion of per- 
manent colours ; and the pencil was fuccefsfully 
employed to improve the labours of the loom. 
In the choice of thofe colours ” which imitate 
the beauties of nature , the freedom of tafle and 
fafhion was indulged; but the deep purple 
which the Phoenicians extracted from a fhell-fifh , 
was reflxained to the facred perfon and palace 
of the emperor; and the penalties of treafon were 
denounced againft the ambitious fubjects , who 
dared to ufurp the prerogative of the throne' 0 . 

I need not explain that filk"' is originally fputi 
from the bowels of a caterpillar , and that it 
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compofes the golden tomb from whence a worm 
emerges in the form of a butterfly. Till the reign 
of Juftinian , the filk-worms who feed on the 
leaves of the white mulberry-tree, were confined- 
to China; thofe of the pine, the oak, and the 
afh , were common in the forefts both of. Afia 
and Europe ; but as their education is more dif- 
ficult , and their produce more uncertain , they 
were generally negleCted , except in the little 
ifland of Ceos, near the coaft of Attica. A thin 
gauze was procured from their webs , and this 
Cean manufacture , the invention of a woman, 
for female ufe , was long admired both in the 
Eafl and at Rome. Whatever fufpicions may be 
raifed by the garments of the Medes and Affyrians, 
Virgil is the moft ancient writer, who exprefsly 
mentions the foft wool which was combed from 
the trees of the Seres or Chinefe “ ; and this 
natural error, Iefs marvellous than the truth, 
was flowly corrected by the. knowledge of a 
valuable infeCt , the firlt artificer of the luxury 
of nations. That rare and elegant luxury was 
cenfured, in the reign of Tiberius, by the gravcfl 
of the Romans; and Pliny, in affeCted though 
forcible language, has condemned the thirft of 
gain , which explored the laft confines of the 
earth, for the pernicious purpofe of expofing to 
the public eye naked draperies and tranfparent 
matrons A drefs which Ihewed the turn of 
the limbs, and colour of the fkin , might gratify 
vanity, or provoke defire ; the filks which had 
been clofely woven in China , were fometimes 
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c iiap. unravelled by the Phoenician women , anc} the 
XI. precious materials were multiplied by a loofer 
texture, and the intermixture of linen threads 64 . 

•Two hundred years after the age of Pliny, the 
ufe of pure or even of mixed filks was confined 
to the female fex , till the opulent citizens of 
Rome and the provinces were infenfily familiarif- 
ed with the example of Elagabalus, the firft who, 
by this effeminate habit, had fullied the dignity 
of an emperor and a man. Aurelian complained , 
that a pound of filk was fold at Rome for twelve 
ounces of gold : but the fupply encreafed with 
the demand, and the price diminilhed with the 
fupply. If accident or monopoly fometimes railed 
the value even above the ftandard of Aurelian , 
the manufacturers of Tyre and Berytus were 
fometimes compelled by the operation of the 
fame caufes to content themfelves with a ninth 
part of that extravagant rate 6S . A law was- 
thought neceffary. to difcriminate the drefs of 
comedians from that of fenators, and of the filk 
exported from its native country the far greater 
part was confirmed by the fubjc&s of Juftinian. 
They were ftill more intimately acquainted with 
a fliell-fiffi of the Mediterranean, furnamed the 
filk-worm of the fea : the fine wool or hair by 
which the mother-of-pearl affixes itfelf to the 
rock, is now manufactured for curiofity rather 
than ufe; and a robe obtained from the fame 
fingular materials , was the gift of the Roman 
emperor to the fatraps of Armenia “. 
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A valuable merchandize of fmall bulk is capa- chap. 
ble of defraying the expence of land carriage; and xl. 
the caravans traverfed the whole latitude of Alia importation 

• 1 1 1 1 r 1 1 f , from China 

in two hundred and forty- three days from the by land anJ 
Chinefe ocean to the fea-coaft of Syria. Silk was tea- 
immediately delivered to the Romans by the 
Perfian merchants 47 , who frequented the fairs 
of Armenia and Nifibis : but this trade, which 
in the intervals of truce was opprefled by avarice 
and jealoufy, was totally interrupted by the long 
wars of the rival monarchies. The great king 
might proudly number Sogdiana, and even Serica, 
among the provinces of his empire, but his real 
dominion was bounded by the Oxus; and his 
ufeful intercourfe with the Sogdoites , beyond 
the river , depended on the pleafure of their 
conquerors, the white Huns, and the Turks, 
who fucceffivcly reigned over that induftrious 
people. Yet the moll favage dominion has not 
extirpated the feeds of agriculture and commerce, 
in a region which is celebrated as one of the 
four gardens of Afia ; the cities of Samarcand and 
Bochara are advantageoufly f.iated for the ex- 
change of its various productions; and their mer- 
chants purchafed from the Chinefe ** the raw 
or manufactured filk which they tranfported into 
Perfia for the ufe of the Roman empire. In the 
vain capital of China, the Sogdian caravans were 
entertained as the fuppliant embadies of tributary 
kingdoms, and if they returned in fafety, the 
bold adventure was rewarded with exorbitant 
gain. But the dilficult and perilous march from 
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chap. Samarcand to the firft town of Slienfi, could not 
XL. be performed in lefs than fixty, eighty, or one 
hundred days : as foon as they had paffed the 
Jaxartes they entered the defert; and the wander- 
ing hords , unlefs they are reftrained by armies 
and garrifons , have always confidered the citizen 
and the traveller as the obje&s of1;!wful rapine. 
To efcape the Tartar robbers, and the tyrants 
of Perfia , the filk- caravans explored a more 
fouthern road ; they traverfed the mountains of 
Thibet, defcended the ftreams of the Ganges or 
the Indus, and patiently expe&ed, in the ports 
of Guzerat and Malabar, the annual fleets of the 
Weft But the dangers of the defert. were 
found lefs intolerable than toil, hunger, and the 
lofs of time; the attempt was feldom renewed, 
and the only European who has paffed that unfre- 
quented way, applauds his own diligence, that, 
in nine months after his departure from Pekin , 
he reached the mouth of the Indus. The ocean, 
however, was open to the free communication 
of mankind. From the great river to- the tropic 
of Cancer, the provinces of China were fubdued* 
and civilized by the emperors of the North; they 
were filled about the time of the Chriftian tera 
with cities and men , mulberry-trees and their 
precious inhabitants; and if the Chinefe, tvith 
the knowledge of the compafs, had poffeffcd the 
genius of the Greeks or Phoenicians, they might 
have fpread their difeoveries over the fouthern 
hemifphcre. I am not qualified to examine, and 
I am not difpofed to believe , their diftant 
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voyages to the Perfian gulf or the Cape of Good 
Hope : but their anceftors might equal the labours 
and fuccefs of the prefent race, and the fphere 
of their navigation might extend from the ifles 
of Japan to the (freights of Malacca, the pillars, 
if we may apply that name, of an Oriental 
Hercules 7 °. Without lofing fight of land they 
might fail along the coaft to the extreme pro- 
montory of Achin , which is annually vifited by 
ten or twelve (hips laden with the produ&ions, 
the manufactures , and even the artificers , of 
Ch ina ; the iflahd of Sumatra and the oppofite 
peninfula, are faintly delineated 71 as the regions 
of gold and filver ; and the trading cities named 
in the geography of Ptolemy, may indicate, that 
this wealth was not folely derived from the 
mines. The direct interval between Sumatra and 
Ceylon is about three hundred leagues ; the 
Chinefe and Indian navigators were conducted 
by the flight of birds and periodical winds, and 
the ocean might be fecurely traverfed in fquare- 
built (hips , which , inftead of iron , were fewed 
together with the ftrong thread of the cocoa-nut. 
Ceylon, Serendib, or Taprobana, was divided 
between two hoftile princes ; one of whom 
pofielTed the mountains, the elephants, and the 
luminous carbuncle , and the other enjoyed the 
more folid riches of domeflic induftry , foreign 
trade, and the capacious harbour of Trinquemale, 
which received and difmifled the fleets of the Eaft 
and Weft. In this hofpitable ifle, at an equal 
diftance (as it was computed) from their refpeeftive 
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chap, countries, the filk merchants of China, who had 
XL. colle&ed in their voyages aloes, cloves, nutmeg, 
and fantal wood, maintained a free and beneficial 
commerce with the inhabitants of the Perfian gulf. 
The fubjects of the great king exalted, without 
a rival , his power and magnificence ; and the 
Roman, who confounded their vanity by com- 
paring his paltry coin with. a gold medal of the 
emperor Anaftafius, had failed to Ceylon , in an 
./Ethiopian fhip, as a fimple palfenger ”. 
introduSiion A s filk became of indifpenfable ufe, the cm- 

into Greece. P cror Juitinian law , with concern , that the 
Perfians had occupied by land and fea the mono- 
poly of this important fupply, and that the wealth 
ofhisfubjeds was continually drained by a nation 
of enemies and idolaters. An a'dive government 
would have reftored the trade of Egypt and the 
navigation of the Red Sea , which had decayed 
with the profperity of the empire; and the Roman 
veffels might have failed , for the purchafe of 
filk , to the ports of Ceylon , of Malacca , or 
• even' of China. Juftinian embraced a more 

humble expedient , and folicited the aid of his 
Chriftian allies , the /Ethiopians of Abyflinia , 
who had recently acquired the arts of navigation , 
the fpirit of trade, and the fea- port of Adulis 7J , 
Drill decorated with the trophies of a Grecian 
conqueror. Along the African coaft , they pe- 
netrated to the equator in fearch of gold, emer- 
alds, and aromatics; but they wifely declined an 
unequal competition , in which they mull be 
always prevented by the vicinity of the. Perfians 

to 
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to the markets of India ; and thd emperor jfnbj 
mitted to the difappointment , till his wilhes -were 
gratified by an unexpected event. The gofpel had 
been preached to the Indians : a bilhop already 
governed the Chrjflians of St. Thomas on the 
pepper -coaft of Malabar; a church was planted 
in Ceylon , and the miflionaries purfued the 
footfteps of commerce to the extremities of Alia 7+ . 
Two Perfian monks had long refided in China, 
perhaps in the royal city of Nankin, the feat of 
a monarch addicted to foreign fuperftitions , and 
who actually received an embaffy from the ifle 
of Ceylon. Amidft their pious occupations, 
they viewed with a curious eye the common 
drefs of the Chinefe , the manufactures of filk , 
and the myriads of filk - worms, whofe education 
( either on trees or in houfes) had once been con- 
fidercd as the labour of queens M . They foon 
difcovered that it was impracticable to tranfport 
the fhort - lived infeCt , but that in the eggs a 
numerous progeny might be preferved and mul- 
tiplied in a diftant climate. Religion or intereft 
had more power over the Petfian monks than the 
love of their country: after a long journey, they 
arrived at Conflantinople , imparted their projeCt 
to the emperor, and were liberally encouraged 
by the gifts and promifes of Juftiniart. To the 
hiltorians of that prince , a campaign at the foot 
of mount Caucafus has feemed more deferving of 
a minute relation than the labours of thefe miflion- 
aries of commerce, who again entered China, 
deceived a jealous people by concealing the eggs 
VOL. VII. G 
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chap, of the filk- worm in a hollow cane, and returned 
::l. in triumph with the fpoils of the Eaft. Under 

their diredion, the eggs were hatched at the 
proper feafon by the artificial heat of dung; the 
worms were fed with mulberry leaves ; they 
lived and laboured in a foreign climate ; a fufti- 
cient number of butterflies was faved to propagate 
the race, and trees were planted to fupply the 
nourishment of the riling generations. Experience 
and refledion corrected the errors of a new 
attempt, and the Sogdoite ambafladors acknow- 
ledged, in the fucceeding reign, that the Romans 
were not inferior to the natives of China in the 
• education of the infeds , and the manufactures of 
filk 7 *, in which both China and Conftantinople 
have been furpafled by the induftry of modern 
Europe. I am not infenfible of the benefits of 
elegant luxury; yet I refled with fome pain, 
that if the importers of filk . had introduced the 
art of printing, already pradifed by the Chinefe , 
the comedies of Menander and the entire decads 
of Livy would have been perpetuated in the edi- 
tions of the fixth cgntury. A larger view of the 
globe might at leaft have promoted the improve- 
ment of fpeculative fcience , but the Christian 
geography was forcibly extraded from texts of 
feripture , and the ftudy of nature was the furelfc 
fymptom of an unbelieving inind. The orthodox 
faith confined the habitable world to one tem- 
perate zone , and reprefented the earth as an 
oblong furface , four hundred days journey in 
length, two hundred in breadth, encompafled by 
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the ocean , and covered by the folid cryftal of the chat. 
firmament 17 . XL. 

IV. The fubjedts of Juftinian were diflatisfied state of t<>» 
with the times, and with the government. Eu- rev,:nut ‘ 
rope was over -run by the Barbarians, and Alia 
by the monks : the poverty of the Weft difcou- 
raged the trade and manufactures of the Eaft ; 
the produce of labour was confumed by the un- 
profitable fervants of the church , the ftate , and 
the army ; and a rapid decreafe was felt in the 
fixed and circulating capitals which conftitute the 
national wealth. The public diftrcfs had been 
alleviated by the ceconomy of An a ft a fins , and 
that prudent emperor accumulated an immenfe 
treafure while he delivered his people from the 
moft odious or oppreffive taxes. Their gratitude 
univerfally applauded the abolition of the qold of 
aphelion , a perfonal tribute on the induftrv of the 
poor 7 ‘ , but more intolerable, as it fhould feem, 
in the form than in the fubftance* fince the flon* 
riffling city of EdefTa paid only one hundred and 
forty pounds of gold, which was collected in four 
years from ten thoufand artificers 7 \ Yet fucb 
was the parfimony which fupported this liberal 
difpofition , that in a reign of twenty - feyen 
years, Anaftafius faved, from his annual revenue* 
the enormous fum of thirteen millions fterling, 
or three hundred and twenty thoufand pounds of 
gold **. His example was neglected , and his 
treafure was abufed , by the nephew of Juftin. 

The riches of Juftinian were fpeedily exhaufted 
by alms and buildings , by ambitious wars, and 
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ignominious treaties. His revenues were found 
inadequate to his expences. Every art was tried 
to extort from the people the gold and filver 
which he fcattered with a lavifli hand from Perfia 
to France “ : his reign was marked by the 
viciffitudes, or rather by the combat, of rapa- 
cioufnefs and avarice, of fplendour and poverty; 
he lived with the reputation of hidden treafurcs ,l , 
and bequeathed to his fucceffor the payment 
of his debts Such a charader has been juftly 
accufed by the voice of the people and of pofte- 
rity: but public difcontent is credulous ; private 
malice is bold; and a lover of truth will perufe 
with a fufpicious eye the inftrudive anecdotes of 
Procopius. The fecret hiftorian reprefents only 
the vices of Juftinian , and thofe vices are darken- 
ed by his malevolent pencil. Ambiguous adions 
are imputed to the word motives : error is con- 
founded with guilt, accident with defign , and 
laws with abufes : the partial injuftice of a mo- 
ment is dextroufly applied as .the general maxim 
of a reign of thirty-two years: the emperor alone 
is made refponfible for the faults of his officers , 
the diforders of the times, and the corruption of 
his fubjeds ; and even the calamities of nature , 
plagues, earthquakes, and inundations, are im- 
puted to the prince of the daemons, who had 
mifchievoufly aflumed the form of Juftinian *\ 
After this precaution, I fhall briefly relate the 
anecdotes of avarice and rapine , under the fol- 
lowing heads: I. Juftinian was fo profufe that he 
could not be liberal. The civil and military offi- 
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cers, when they were admitted into the fervice c 11 a p. 
of the palace , obtained an humble rank and a mo- xt. 
derate llipend; they afcended by feniority to a 
ftation of affluence and repofe; the annual pen- 
fions , of which the moffc honourable clafs was 
*abolifhed by Juflinian, amounted to four hundred 
thoufand pounds ; ancf this domeffic ceconomy 
was deplored by the venal or indigent courtiers 
as the laft outrage on the majefly of the empire. 

The polls, the falaries of phyficians , and the 
nocturnal illuminations, were objedls of more ge- 
neral concern ; and the cities might juftly complain, 
that he ufurped the municipal revenues which had 
been appropriated to thefe- ufeful inflitutions. 

Even the foldiers were injured ; and fuch was the 
decay of military fpirit, that they were injured 
with impunity. The emperor refufed, at the re- 
turn of each fifth year , the cullomary donative of 
five pieces of gold , reduced his veterans to beg 
their bread, and fuffered unpaid armies to melt 
away in the wars of Italy and Perfia. II. The Remittances, 
humanity of his predeceffors had always remitted, 
in fome aufpicious circumftance of their reign, 
the arrears of the public tribute; and they dex- 
troufiy aflumed the merit of refigningthofe claims 
which it was impradticable to enforce. “ Juffi- 
“ nian , in the fpace of thirty-two years , has ne- 
u ver granted a fimilar indulgence; and many of 
<{ his fubjects have renounced the pofleflion of 
cc thofe lands whofe value is infufflcient to fatisfy 
“ the demands of the treafury. To the cities 
K which had fuffered by hoflile inroads , Anafla- 
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chap, “ fius promifeda general exemption of feven years : 
xt, the provinces of Juftinian have been ravaged 
cc by the Perfians and Arabs, the Huns and Scla- 
** vonians ; but his vain and ridiculous difpenfa- 
tion of a fingle year has been confined to thofe 
“ places which wereadually taken by the enemy.” 

Such is the language of tRe fecret hiftorian , who 
cxprefsly denies that any indulgence was granted 
to Paleftine after the revolt of the Samaritans; a 
falfe and odious charge, confuted by the authen- 
tic record, which attefts a relief of thirteen cen- 
tenaries of gold (fifty -two thoufand pounds) ob- 
tained for that defolate province by the intercef- 
fion of St. Sabas S5 . • III. Procopius has not con- 
defcended to explain the fyftem of taxation, which 
fell like a hail-ftorm upon the land , like a de- 
vouring peftilence on its inhabitants: but we 
fhould become the accomplices of his malignity , 
if we imputed to Juftinian alone the ancient though 
rigorous principle, that a whole diftridt fhould 
be condemned to fuftain the partial lofs of the 
Taxes, perfons or property of individuals. The Annona , 
or fupply of corn for the ufe of the army and ca- 
pital , was a grievous and arbitrary exadion , 
which exceeded, perhaps in a tenfold proportion, 
the ability of the farmer; and his diftrefs was ag- 
gravated by the partial injuftice of weights and 
meafures, and the expence and labour of diftant 
carriage. In a time offcarcity, an extraordinary 
requifition was made to the adjacent provinces of 
Thrace, Bithynia, and Phrygia: but the pro- 

, prietors, after a wearifome journey and a peri- 
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lous navigation , received fo inadequate a com- chap. 
penfation, that they would havechofen the alter- xt. 
native of delivering both the corn and price at 
the doors of their granaries. Thefe precautions 
might indicate a tender folicitude for the welfare 
of the capital; yet Gonftantinople did not cfcapc 
the rapacious defpotifm of Juftinian. Till his reign, 
the ftreights of the Bofphorus and Hcllefpont 
were open to the freedom of trade, and nothing 
was prohibited except the exportation of arms for 
the fervice of the Barbarians. At each of thefe 
gates of the city , a praetor was ftationed , the mi- 
nifter of Imperial avarice; heavy cuftoms were 
impofed on the veflels and their merchandize; the 
opprellion was retaliated on the helplefs confu- 
mer: the poor were afflided by the artificial fcar- 
city, and exorbitant price of the market; .and a 
people, accuftomed to depend on the liberality 
of their prince, might fometimes complain of the 
deficiency of water and bread **. The aerial tri- 
bute, without a name, a law, or a definite ob- 
ject , was an annual gift^ of one hundred and 
twenty thoufand pounds, which the emperor ac- 
cepted from his Praetorian prefect; and the means 
of payment were abandoned to the difcretion of 
that powerful magiftrate. IV. Even fuch a tax -Monopolies.' 
was lefs intolerable . than the privilege of mono- 
polies, which checked the fair competition of in- 
dultry, and, for the fake of a fmalland difhoneft 
gain, impofed an arbitrary burthen on the wants 
and luxury of the fubjed. “ As foon ( I tranf- 
“ cribe the anecdotes) as the exclufive fale of filk 
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Hap, (c was ufurped by the Imperial treafiirer, a whole 

XL : , tl people , the manufadurers of Tyre and Bery- 
<c tus , was reduced to extreme mifery, and either 
“ perilhed with hunger, or fled to the hoftile do- 
fC minions of Perfia ”. A province might fuffer 
by the decay of its manufadures , but in this 
example of filk, Procopius has partially overlook- 
ed the ineftimable and lafting benefit which the 
empire received from the curiofity of Juftinian. 
His addition of one-feventh to the ordinary price 
pi copper-money may be interpreted with the fame 
candour; and the alteration , which might be 
wife, appears to have been innocent; fince he 
neither allayed the purity, nor enhanced the va- 
lue, of the gold coin ,7 , the legal meafure of 

Vfnsiity, public and private payments. V. The ample 
jurifdidion required by the farmers of the reve- 
nue to accomplilh their engagements, might be 
placed in an odious light, as if they had purchaf- 
ed from the emperor the lives and fortunes of 
their fellow-citizens. And a more dired fale of 
honours and offices was tranfaded in the palace, 
with the permiflion, or at leaft with the conniv- 
ance, of Juftinian and Theodora. The claims of 
merit, even thofe of favour, were difregarded , 
and it was almoft reafonable to exped , that the 
bold adventurer who had undertaken the trade of 
a magiftrate fhould find a rich compenfation for 
infamy, labour, danger, the debts which he had 
contracted, and the heavy intereft which he paid. 
A fenfe of the difgrace and mifehief of this ve- 
palpradice, at length awakened the numbering 
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virtue of Juftinian ; and he attempted , by chap. 
the fandtion of oaths “ and penalties, to guard xt. 
the integrity of his government : but at the end 
of a year of perjury , his rigorous edidt was fuf- 
pended , and corruption licentioufty abufed her 
triumph over the impotence of the laws. VI. The Teftament, ' 
teftament of Eulalius, count of the domeftics, 
declared the emperor his foie heir, on condition, 
however, that he fhould difcharge his debts and 
legacies, allow to his. three daughters a decent 
maintenance , and bellow each of them in marriage, 
with a portion of ten pounds of gold. But the 
fplendid fortune of Eulalius had been confumed 
by fire; and the inventory of his goods did not 
exceed the trifling fum of five hundred and fixty- 
four pieces of gold. A fimilar inltance, in Grecian 
hiftory , admonifhed the emperor of the honourable 
part prefcribed for his imitation. He checked the 
felfifli murmurs of the treafury, applauded the 
confidence of his friend, difcharged the legacies 
and debts , educated the three virgins under the 
eye of the emprefs Theodora, and doubled the 
marriage portion which had fatisfied the tender* 
nefs of their father **. The humanity of a prince 
(for princes cannot be generous) is entitled to 
fome praife ; yet even in this act of virtue we 
may difcover the inveterate cuftom of fupplanting 
the legal or natural heirs, which Procopius imputes 
to the reign of Juftinian. His charge is fupported 
by eminent names and fcandalous examples; neither 
widows nor orphans were fpared ; and the art of 
foliciting or extorting or fuppofing teftaments, 
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was beneficially pradifed by the agents of the 
palace. This bafe and mifchievous tyranny invades 
the fecurity of private life ; and the monarch who 
has indulged an appetite for gain will foon be 
tempted to anticipate the moment of fucceflion , 
to interpret wealth as an evidence of guilt, and 
to proceed, from the claim of inheritance, to the 
power of confifcation. VII. Among the forms of 
rapine, a philofopher may be permitted to name 
the converfion of Pagan or heretical riches to 
the ufe of the faithful; but in the time of Jufli- 
nian, this holy plunder was condemned by the 
fedaries alone, who became the vidims of his 
orthodox avarice **. 

Difhonour might be ultimately refleded on the 
cliarader of Juftinian ; but much of the guilt, and 
ftill more of the profit, was intercepted by the 
minifters , who were feldom promoted for their 
virtues , and not always feleded for their ta- 
lents The merits of Tribonian the quaeffor 
will hereafter be weighed in the reformation of 
the Roman law ; but the ceconomy of the 
Eaft was fubordinate to the Praetorian pnefedt, 
and Procopius hasjuftified his anecdotes by the 
portrait which he expofes in his public hiftory , 
of the notorious vices of John of Cappadocia **. 
His knowledge was not borrowed from the 
fchools 55 , and his ftyle was fcarcely legible; but 
he excelled in the powers of native genius, to 
fuggefl: the wifeft counfels , and to find expedients 
in the mod defperate fituations. The corruption 
of his heart was equal to the vigour of his un- 
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derftanding. Although he was fufpe&ed of ma- 
gic and Pagan fuperftition , he appeared infenfibie 
to the fear of God or the reproaches of man; and 
his afpiring fortune was railed on the death of 
thoufands, the poverty of millions, the ruin of 
cities , and the defolation of provinces. From the 
dawn of light to the moment of dinner, he alfi- 
duoufly laboured to enrich his matter and himfelf 
at the expence of the Roman world ; the remain- 
der of the day was fpent in fenfual and obfcene 
pleafures, and the filent hours of the night were 
interrupted by the perpetual dread of the juftice 
of an aSTaflin. His abilities, perhaps his vices, 
recommended him to the lafting friendship of Juf- 
tinian: the emperor yielded with reluctance to the 
fury of the people ; his victory was difplayed by 
the immediate restoration of their enemy ; and 
they felt above ten years, under his oppreffive 
adminiftration , that he was Stimulated by revenge, 
rather than inftrudted by misfortune. Their mur- 
murs ferved only to fortify the refolution of Juf- 
tinian; but the pnefedt , in the infolence of fa- 
vour, provoked the refentment of Theodora, dif- 
dained a power before which every knee was 
bent, and attempted to fow the feeds of difcord 
between the emperor and his beloved confort. 
Even Theodora herfelf was conftrained to dif- 
femble, to wait a favourable moment, and by 
an artful confpiracy to render John of Cappadocia 
the accomplice of his own deftrudtion. At a time 
when Belifarius, unlefs he had been a hero, mutt 
have Shewn himfelf a rebel, his wife Antonina, 
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chap, who enjoyed the fecret confidence of the emprefs, 
XL. communicated his feigned difcontent to Euphemia 
the daughter of the prefect; the credulous vir- 
gin imparted to her father the dangerous pro- 
jed, and John, who might have known the va- 
lue of oaths and pr^mifes , was tempted to accept 
a nodurnal, and almoft treafonable , interview 
with the wife of Belifarius. An ambufcade of 
guards and eunuchs had been polled by the com- 
mand of Theodora ;• they ruflied with drawn 
fwords to feize or to punilh the guilty minifter: 
he was faved by the fidelity of his attendants.; 
but inltead of appealing to a gracious fovereign, 
who had privately warned him of his danger, he 
pufillanimoufly fled to thefanduary of the church. 
The favourite of Juftinian was facrificed to con- 
jugal tendernefs or domeftic tranquillity; the con- 
verfion of a prefect into a prieft extinguifhed his 
ambitious hopes ; but the friendfhip of the empe- 
ror alleviated his difgrace, and he retained in the 
mild exile of Cyzicus an ample portion of his 
riches. Such impeded revenge could not fatisfy 
the unrelenting hatred of Theodora ; the murder of 
his old enemy, the bifhop of Cyzicus, afforded a 
decent pretence; and John of Cappadocia, whofe 
adions had deferved a thoufand deaths , was at 
lalt condemned for a crime of which he was in- 
nocent. A great minifter, who had been invert- 
ed with the honours of conful and patrician, was 
ignominioufly fcourged like the vileft of male- 
fadors; a tattered cloak was the foie remnant of 
his fortunes; he was tranfported in a bark to the 
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place of his banifhment at Antinopolis in Upper 
Egypt, and the praefeCt of the Eaft begged his 
bread through the cities which had trembled at 
his name. During an exile of feven years, his 
life was protraCtcd and threatened by the inge- 
nious cruelty of Theodora; and when her death 
permitted the emperor to recal a fervant whom 
he had abandoned with regret, the ambition of 
John of Cappadocia was reduced to the humble 
duties of the facerdotal profeflion. His fucceffors 
convinced the fubjeCts of Jultinian , that the arts 
of oppreflion might ftill be improved by experience 
and induftry; the frauds of a Syrian banker were 
introduced into the adminiftration of the finan- 
ces ; and the example of the praefeCt was dili- 
gently copied by the quaeftor, the public and 
private treafurer, the governors of provinces, and 
the principal magiftrates of theEaftern empire *\ 
V. The edifices of Juftinian were cemented 
with the blood and treafure of his people ; 
but thofe {lately flruCtures appeared to announce 
the profperity of the empire, and actually dif- 
played the (kill of their architects. Both the theory 
and pradlice of the arts which depend on mathe- 
matical fcience and mechanical power were culti- 
vated under the patronage of the emperors; the 
fame of Archimedes was rivalled by Proclus and 
Anthemius; and if their miracles had been related 
by intelligent fpeCtators , they might now enlarge 
the fpeculations , inftead of exciting the dillruft, 
of philofophers. A tradition has prevailed, that 
the Roman fleet was reduced to afhes in the 
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chap, port of Syntcufe by the burning-glaffes of Arclir- 
XL. medes * 5 ; and it is aiferted , that a fimilar ex- 
pedient was employed by Froclus to deftroy the 
Gothic veflels in the harbour of Conftantinople, 
and to pro ted: his benefador Anaftafius againft 
the bold enterprize of Vita lian A machine 
was [fixed on the walls of the city , confid- 
ing of an hexagon mirror of polilhed brafs , 
with many fmaller and moveable polygons 
to receive and refled the rays of the meridian 
fun; and a confuming flame was darted to the 
diflance , perhaps , of two hundred feet * 7 . The 
truth of thefe two extraordinary fads is invalid- 
ated by the filence of the moft authentic hifto- 
rians ; and the ufe of burning-glaffes was never 
adopted in the attack or defence of places**. Yet 
the admirable experiments of a French philofo- 
pher "* have demonffrated the pofiibility of fuch 
a mirror; and, fince it is poflible, lam more 
difpofed to attribute the art to the greatefl ma- 
thematicians of antiquity, than to give the merit 
of the fidion to the idle fancy of a monk or a 
fophift. According to auother ftory , Froclus ap- 
plied fulphur to the deftrudion of the Gothic 
fleet 100 ; in a modern imagination, the name of 
fulphur is inftantly conneded with the fufpicion 
of gun-powder , and that fufpicion is propa- 
gated by the fecret arts of his difciple Anthe- 
mius A citizen of Tralles in Afia had five 
fons, who were all diftinguilhed in their refpec- 
tive profeflions by merit and fuccefs. Olympius 
excelled in the knowledge and pradice of the Ro- 


Oigitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 95 

man jurifprudence. Diofcorus and Alexander be- 
came learned phyficians; but the (kill of the for- 
mer was exercifed for the benefit of his fellow- 
citizens, while his more ambitious brother ac- 
quired wealth and reputation at Rome. The 
fame of Metrodorus the grammarian , and of 
Anthemius the mathematician and architect , 
reached the ears of the emperor Juftinian , 
who invited them to Conftantinople ; and while 
the one inftructed the rifing generation in the 
fchools of eloquence, the other filled the capital 
and provinces with more lading monuments of his 
art. In a trifling difpute relative to the walls or 
windows of their contiguous houfes, he had been 
vanquifhed by the eloquence of his neighbour 
Zeno ; but the orator was defeated in his turn by 
the mafter of mechanics, whofe malicious , though 
lixrmlfefs ftratagems , are darkly reprefented by the 
ignorance of Agathias. In a lower room,- Anthe- 
mius arranged feveral veffels or cauldrons of water, 
each of them covered by the wide bottom of a 
leathern tube, which rofe to a narrow top, and 
was artificially conveyed among the joifts and 
rafters of the adjacent building. A fire was kindled 
beneath the cauldron ; the fleam of the boiling 
water afcended through the tubes; the houfe was 
fhaken by the efforts of imprifoned air, and its 
trembling inhabitants might wonder that the city 
was unconfcious of the earthquake which they had 
felt. At another time, the friends of Zeno, as 
they fat at table , were dazzled by the intolerable 
light which flalhed in their eyes from the rcfledf- 
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ing mirrors of Anthemius: they were altonifhed 
by the noile which he produced from the col- 
lifion of certain minute and fonorous particles ; 
and the orator declared in tragic ftyle to the fenate , 
that a mere mortal mull yield to the power of an 
antagonift, who fliook the earth with the trident 
of Neptune , and imitated the thunder and light- 
ning of Jove himfelf. The genius of Anthemius 
and his colleague Ifidore the IVlilefian , was ex- 
cited and employed by a prince, whole tafte for 
architecture had degenerated into a mifehievous 
and coftly paffion. His favourite architects fubmit- 
ted their defigns and difficulties to Jultinian , and 
difcreetly confefled how much their laborious medi- 
tations were furpaffed by the intuitive knowledge 
or celeftial mfpiration of an emperor, whofe views 
were always direifted to the benefit of his people, the 
glory of his reign , and the falvation of his foul ***. 

The principal church , which was dedicated by the 
founder of Conftantinople to faint Sophia, or the 
eternal wifdom,had been twice deltroyed by fire; 
after the exile of John Chryfoftom , and during the 
2 fika of the blue and green factions. No fooner 
did the tumult fubfide, than the Chriftian popu- 
lace deplored their facrilegious rafhnefs; but they 
might have rejoiced in the calamity , had they 
forefeen the glory of the new temple, .which at 
the end of forty days was ftrenuoufiy undertaken 
by the piety of Jultinian The ruins were 
cleared away, a more fpacious plan was deferibed , 
and as it required the confent of fome proprietors 
of ground , they obtained the moft exorbitant 
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terms from the eager defires and timorous confci- c it a p. 
ence of tke monarch. Anthemius formed the defign , xl. 

• and his genius directed the hands of ten thoufand 
workmen, whofe payment in pieces of Hue filver was 
never delayed beyond the evening. I he emperor 
himfelf, clad in a linen tunic, furveyed each day 
their rapid progrefs , and encouraged their dili- 
gence by his familiarity, his zeal* and his rewards. 

The. new cathedral of St. Sophia \tfas confecrated . 
by the patriarch,* five years, eleven months t 
* and ten days lrom .the firffc foundation; and in .! 
the midR of the folemn feftival , Juftiniau exclaimed 
with devout vanity. Glory be to God, who 
“hath thought me worthy to accomplilh fo great , 

“ a work ; I have vanquifhed thee , O Solomon ! ” 

But the pride of the Roman Solomon, before " 
twenty years had elapfed , was humbled by an 
earthquake, which overthrew the eaftern part 
of the dome. Its fplendour was again reflored by 
the perfeverance of the fame prince; and in the 
thirty-fixth .year of his reign, Jnflinian celebrated 
the fecond dedication of a temple, which remains, 
after twelve centuries a ftatcly monument of 
his fame, The archite&Ure of St Sophia which 
is now converted into the principal mofeh , has 
been imitated by the lurkifli fultans- , and that 
venerable pile continues to excite the fond ad- 
miration of the Greeks, and the more tacbnal 
curiofity of European travellers. The eye of th ; neferiptfori. 
fpedbator is difappointed by an irregular profpect 
of half-domes arid {helving roofs: the we Item 
frorit , the principal approach , is deftitute of 
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hap. Simplicity and magnificence; and the fcale of 
xl. dimenfions has been much furpalfed by feveral 
of the Latin cathedrals. But the architedt who 
firft erected an aerial cupola , is entitled to the 
praife of bold defign and fkilful execution. 
The dome of St. Sophia, illuminated by four 
and twenty windows , is formed with fo 
. fmall a curve, that the depth is equal only to 
. 'one-fixth of its diameter ; the meafure of that 
diameter is one hundred and fifteen feet, and 
the lofty center, where a crefcent has fupplanted 
the crofs, rifes to the perpendicular height of one 
hundred and eighty feet above the pavement. 
The circle which encompaffcs the dome, lightly 
repofes on four Strong arches, and their weight 
is firmly fupported by four mady piles, whole 
ftrength is aflifted on the northern and Southern 
fides by four columns of Egyptian granite. A 
Greek crofs, inferibed in a quadrangle, represents 
the form of the edifice; the exadt breadth is two 
hundred and forty-three feet, and two hundred 
and fixty-nine may be affigned for the extreme 
length from the fandtuary in the eaft to the nine 
wellern doors which open into the veftibule, and 
from thence into the nartkex or exterior portico. 
That portico was the humble ftation of the 
penitents. The nave or body of the t church 
was filled by the congregation of the faithful ; 
but the two fexes were prudently diftinguifhed „ 
and the upper and lower galleries were 
allotted for the more private devotion of 
the women. Beyond the northern and Southern, 
piles , a baluftrade , terminated on either fide by 
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the thrones of the emperor and the patriarch, c 11 it v. 
divided the nave from the choir: and the fpnce , XL. 
as far as the fteps of the altar, was occupied by 
the clergy and fingers. The altar itfelf, a name 
which infenfibly became familiar to Chriftian ears, 
was placed in the eaftern recefs , artificially built 
in the form of a demi-cylinder; and this fandluary 
communicated by feveral doors with thefacrifty, the 
veftry, the baptiftery, and the contiguous build- 
ings , fubfervient either to the pomp of worfhip, 
or the private ufe of the ecclefiaftical minifters. 

The memory of paft calamities infpired Juftinian 
with a wife refolution , that no wood, -except for 
the doors , fliould be admitted into the new edifice ; 
and the choice of the materials was applied to 
theftrength, the lightnefs, or the fplendour of the 
refpedtive parts. The folid piles which .fuftained 
the cupola were compofed of huge blocks of 
freeftone, hewn into fquares and triangles, for- 
tified by circles of iron, and firmly cemented by 
the infufion of lead and quicklime: but the 
weight of the cupola was diminifhed by the 
levity of its fubftance, which confifts cither of 
pumice - ftone that floats in the water , or of 
bricks from the ifle of Rhodes, five times lefs 
ponderous than the ordinary fort. The whole 
frame of the edifice was conftru&ed of brick; 
but thofe bafe materials were concealed by a 
cruft of marble; and the infide of St. Sophia, 
the cupola, the two larger, and the fix fmaller, 
femi-domes , the walls, the hundred columns, 
and the pavement, delight even the eyes of 
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Barbarians, with a rich and variegated pidture. 
A poet **’, who beheld the primitive luRre of 
St. Sophia, enumerates the colours, the fhades , 
^)d the fppts of ten or twelve marbles, jafpers , 
and porphyries, which nature had profufely diver- 
fified, and which were blended and contraRed 
as it were by a fkilful painter. The triumph of 
Clirift was adorned with the laR fpoils of Pagan- 
ifm, but the greater part of thefe coftly Hones 
was extracted from the quarries of Afia Minor, 
the ifies and continent of Greece, Egypt, Africa, 
and Gaul. Eight columns of porphyry , which 
Aurelian had placed in the temple of the fun, 
were offered by the piety of a Roman matron ; 
eight others of green marble were prefented by* 
the ambitious zeal of the magiftrates ofEphefus: 
both are admirable by their fize and beauty, but 
every order of archite&ure difclaims' their fan- 
taRic capitals. A variety of ornaments and figures 
was curioully exprelfed in mofaic; and the ima- 
ges of ChriR, of the Virgin, of faints, and of 
angels, which have been defaced by Turkifh 
fanaticifm, wr-e dangeroufly expofed tothefuper- 
flition of the Greeks. According to the fanclity 
of each object, the precious nietals were diRri- 
buted in thin leaves or in folid maRes. The 
baluRrade of the choir , the capitals of the 
pillars, the ornaments of the doors and galleries, 
were of gilt bronze; the fpedfator was dazzled 
by the glittering afpetft of the cupola; the func- 
tuary contained forty thoufand pound weight of 
fdver; and the holy yafes and veRments of the 
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altar were of the purcd gold , enriched with cm?, 
ineftimable gems. Before the driudure of the . xl. 
church had arifen. two cubits above the grounc^ 
forty -five thoufand two hundred pounds were 
already confumed ; and the whole expence Riches, 
amounted to three hundred and twenty thou- 
fand : each reader , according to the meafure of 
his belief , may effimate their value cither in 
gold or filver; but the fum of one million derling 
is the refult of the lowed computation. A 
magnificent temple is a laudable monument of 
national tafle and religion , and the enthnfiad 
who entered the dome of St. Sophia , might be 
tempted to fuppofe that it was the refidence , 
or even the workmanfhip of the Deity. Yet 
how dull is the artifice, how mfignificant is the 
labour, if it be compared with the formation of 
the viled infect that crawls upon the furface of 
the temple! 

So minute a -description of an edifice which Churches 
time has refpecled , may atted the truth, and 1 
excufe the relation, of the innumerable works, 
both in the capital and provinces, which Judi- 
nian condructed on a fmallcr fcale and lefs 
durable foundaiions ,0< ’. In Condantinople alone, 
and the adjacent fuburbs, he dedicated twenty- 
five churches to the honour of Chrid, the Virgin, 
and the faints : mod of thefe churches were 
decorated with marble and gold ; and their 
Various Situation was Skilfully chofen in a popu- 
lous fquare, or a pleafant grove; on the margin 
of the fea-fliore, or on fome lofty eminence 
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c iT a. p. which overlooked the continents of Europe and 
XL. Afta. The church of the Holy Apoftles at 
Conftantinople , and that of St. John at Ephefus, 
appear to have been framed on the fame model : 
their domes afpired to imitate the cupolas of St. 
Sophia; but the altar was more judicioufly placed 
under the center of the dome, at the jun&ion of 
fonr ftately porticoes , which more accurately 
exprefled the figure of the Greek crofs. The 
Virgin of Jerufalem might exult in the temple 
eredted by her Imperial votary on a mofl un- 
grateful fpot , which afforded neither ground 
nor materials to , the architect A level was 
formed , by raifmg part of a deep valley to 
the height of the mountain. The hones of 
a neighbouring quarry were hewn into regular 
forms ; each block was fixed on a peculiar 
carriage drawn by forty of the ftrongeft oxen , 
and the roads were widened for the pafiage of fuch 
enormous weights. Lebanon furnifhed her loftiefl 
cedars for the timbers of the church ; and the feafon- 
able difcovery of a vein of red marble, fupplied its 
beautiful columns, two of which, the fupporters 
of the exterior portico, were efteemed the largeft 
in the world. The pious munificence of the em- 
peror was diffufed over the Holy Land; and if 
rcafon fhould condemn the monafteries of both 
fexes which were built or reftored by Juftinian, 
yet charity mud applaud the wells which he funk, 
. and the hofpitals which he founded, for the re- 
lief of the weary pilgrims. The fchifmatical tem- 
per of Egypt was ill-entitled to the royal bounty; 
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but in Syria and Africa feme remedies were ap- chap. 
plied to the difafters of wars and earthquakes, xl. 
and both Carthage and Antioch, emerging from 
their ruins, might revere the name of their gra- 
cious benefador , *\ Almoft every faint in the 
calendar acquired the honours of a temple; almod 
every city of the empire obtained the folid ad- 
vantages of bridges, hofpitals, and aqueduds ; 
but the fevere liberality of the monarch difdained 
to indulge his fubjeds in the popular luxury of 
baths and theatres. While Juftinian laboured for 
the public fervice, he was not unmindful of his 
own dignity and eafe. The Byzantine palace, 
which had been damaged by the conflagration, 
was rellored with new magnificence; and fome 
notion may be conceived of the whole edifice, 
by the veftibule or hall, which,' from the doors 
perhaps , or the roof, was furnamed chalce , or 
the brazen. The dome of a fpacious quadrangle 
was fupported by mafly pillars ; the pavement 
and walls were incrufted with many-coloured 
marbles — the emerald green of Laconia, the fiery 
red , and the white Phrygian done interfeded 
with veins of a fea-green hue: the mofaic paintings 
of the dome and fides reprefented the glories of 
the African and Italian triumphs. On the Afiatic 
fliore of the Propontis, at a fmall diftance to the 
eaffc of Chalcedon , the coftly palace and gardens 
of Hertcum were prepared for the fummer re- 
fidence of .Judinian, and more efpecially of Theo- 
dora. The poets of the age have celebrated the 
rare alliance of nature and art, the harmonv of 
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chap, the nymphs of the groves, the fountains, and the 
xl, waves ; yet the crowd of attendants who fol- 
lowed the court complained of their inconvenient 
lodgings I0 ’, and the nymphs were too often alarm- 
ed by the famous i'orphyrio, a whale of tea 
cubits in breadth, and thirty in length, who was 
ftranded at the mouth of the river Sangaris, after 
he had jnfefled more than half a century the leas 
of Gonftantinople 

Fortifications The fortifications of Europe and Afia were 

of £urppe multiplied by Jultinian ; but the repitition of thofe 
timid and fruitlefs precautions expofes to a phi- 
lofophic eye the debility of the empire ” l . From 
Belgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux of the 
$ave to the mouth of the Danube, a chain of 
above fourfeore fortified places was extended 
along the banks of the great river. Single watch- 
towers were changed into fpacious citadels ; va- 
cant walls, which the engineers contracted or 
enlarged according, to the nature of the ground, 
were filled with colonies or garrifons; a ftrpng 
fortrefs defended the ruins of Trajan’s bridge ***, 
and feveral military Rations affected to fpread 
beyond the Danube the pride of the Roman 
name. But that name was diverted of its terrors ; 
the Barbarians,, in their annual inroads , parted, 
and contemptuoufly repaffed, before thefe ufelefs 
bulwarks; and the inhabitants of the frontier, in- 
rtcad of repofing under the fbadow of the general 
defence, were compelled to guard, with inccffant 
vigilance , their feparate habitations. The foli- 
tuJe of ancient cities was replenifhed ; the new 
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foundations of Juftinian acquired , perhaps too 
haftily, the epithets of impregnable and popu- 
lous; and the aufpicious place of his own nativi- 
ty attracted the grateful reverence of the vaineft 
of princes. Under the name of JuJliniarta prima , 
the obfcure village of Taurefium became the feat 
of an archbifhop and a prefect, whofe jurifdidtion 
extended over feven warlike provinces of Illy ri- 
cum ,IS ; and the corrupt appellation of Giujiendil 
(till indicates, about twenty miles to the foutli 
of Sophia, the refidenhe of a Turkifli fanjak 
For the ufe of the emperor’s countrymen, a ca* 
thedral , a palace, and an aqueduct, were fpeed- 
ily conftructed; the public and private edifices 
were adapted to the greatnefs of a royal city; and 
the (trength of the walls relifted, during the life- 
time of Juftinian, the unfkilful alTaults of the 
Huns a’nd Sclavonians. Their progrefs was fome^ 
times retarded, and their hopes of rapine. were 
difappoimed , by the innumerable caftles, which 
in the provinces of Dacia, Epirus, Theffaly , 
Macedonia, and Thrace, appeared to cover the 
whole face of the country. Six hundred of thefc 
forts were built or repaired by the emperor; but 
it feems reafonable to believe, that the far great- 
er part conljftcd only of a ftone or brick tower, 
in the midft of a fquare or circular area, which 
was furrounded by a wall and ditch , and afford- 
ed in a moment of danger fome protection to 
the peafants and cattle of the neighbouring vil- 
lages Yet thefe military works, which cx- 
baufted the public treafure, could not remove 
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chap, the juft apprehenfions of Juftinian and his Euro- 
xl. pcan fubjecis. I he warm baths of Anchialus ia 
Thrace were rendered as fafe as they were faluta- 
ry; but the rich paftures of Theflalonica were fo- 
raged by the Scythian cavalry; the delicious vale 
of Tempe , three hundred miles from the Da- 
nube, was continually alarmed by the found of 
war’ 1 *; and no unfortified fpot, however diftant 
or folitary, could fecurely enjoy the bleftings of 
peace. The {freights of Thermopylae, which feem- 
ed to protect, but which had fo often betrayed, 
the fafety of Greece, were diligently ftrengthened 
by the labours of Juftinian. From the edge of the fea- 
fhore, through theforeftsand vallies, and as far as the 
fummit of the ThefTalian mountains, a ftrong wall 
was continued, which occupied every practicable 
entrance. Inftead of an hafty crowd of peafants, 
a garnfon of two thoufand foldiers was ftationed 
along the rampart; granaries of corn, and refer- 
voirs of water, were provided for their ufe; and 
by a precaution that infpired the cowardice which 
it fore (aw, convenient fortreffes were eretfted for 
their retreat. The walls of Corinth, overthrown 
by an earthquake , arid the mouldering bul- 
’ walks of Athens and Platsea, were carefully re- 
ftored ; the Barbarians were difcouraged by the 
profpect of fucceflive and painful fieges ; and the 
naked cities of Peloponnefus were covered by the 
fortifications of the ifthmus of Corinth. At the 
extremity of Europe, another peninfula , the 
Thracian Cherfonefus, runs three days journey 
into the fea , to form , with the adjacent fhores of 
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Afia , the (freights of the Hellefpont. The inter- chap. 
vals between eleven populous towns were filled XL. 
by lofty woods, fair paftures , and arable lands; 
and the ifthmus, of thirty -feven ftadia or fur- 
longs , had been fortified by a Spartan general 
nine hundred years before the reign of Jufti- 
nian ,IT . In an age of freedom and valour, the 
flighted rampart may prevent a furprife; and Pro- 
copius appears infenlible of the fuperiority of 
ancient times , while he praifes the folid conftruc- 
tion and double parapet of a wall, whofe long 
arms Aretched on either fide into the fea; but 
whofe ftrength was deemed infufficient to guard 
the Cherfoncfus, if each city, and particularly 
Gallipoli and Seftus, had not been fecured by 
their peculiar fortifications. The long wall, as it 
was emphatically ftylcd, was a work as difgrace- 
ful in the obje<d, as it was refpe&able in the exe- 
cution. The riches of a capital diffufe themfelves 
over the neighbouring country; and the territory, 
of Conftantinople, a paradife of nature, was 
adorned with the luxurious gardens and villas of 
the fenators and opulent citizens. But their 
wealth ferved only to attradl the bold and rapa- 
cious Barbarians; the nobleft of the Romans, in 
the bofom of peaceful indolence , were led away 
into Scythian captivity, and their fovereign might 
view from his palace the hoftile flames which 
were infolently fpread to the gates of the Impe- 
rial city. At the diftance only of forty miles, 
Anaftafius was conftrained to eftablifh a lafl fron- 
- tier ; his long wall of fixty miles from the Pro- 
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pontis to the Eiixine, proclaimed the impotence 
of his arms; and as the danger became more im- 
minent, new fortifications were added by the in- 
defatigable prudence of Juftinian 

Aha Minor," after the fubmilfion of the Ifauri- 
ans 11 ’, remained without enemies and without 
fortifications. Thofe bold favages, who had dif- 
dained to be the fubjedts of Gallienus, pernfted 
two hundred and thirty years in a life of inde- 
pendence and rapine. The mod fuccefsful prin- 
ces refpected the flrength of the mountains and 
the defpair of the natives; their fierce fpirit was 
fometimes foothed with gifts , and fometimes re- 
ftrained by terror; and a military, count, with 
three legions, fixed his permanent and ignomini- 
ous ftation in the heart of the Roman provin- 
fces ll \ But no fooner was the vigilance of 
power relaxed or. diverted, than the light-armed 
fquadrons defeended from the hills , and invaded 
the peaceful plenty of Afxa. Although the Ifauri- 
ans were not remarkable for ftature or bravery , 
want rendered them bold, and experience made 
them Ikilful in the exercife of predatory war. 
They advanced with fecrecy and fpecd to the 
•attack of villages and defencelefs towns ; their 
Hying parties have fometimes touched the Hcl- 
lefpont, the Euxine and the' gates of Tarfus, 
Antioch, or Damafcus ,:t ; and the fpoil was 
lodged in their inaccelfible mountains, before the 
Roman troops had received their orders, or the 
diftant. province bad computed its lofs. The 
guilt of rebellion and robbery excluded them from 
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the rights of national enemies ; and the magif- chap. 
trates were inftrudted, by an edict, that the trial xl. 
or punilhment of an Ifaurian , even on the fefti- 
val of Eafter, was a meritorious aeft of juftice 
and piety ,1S . If the captives were condemned to 
domeftic flavery, they maintained, with their 
fword or dagger, the private quarrel of their 
matters; and it was found expedient for the pub- 
lic tranquillity , to prohibit the fervice of fuch 
dangerous retainers. When their countryman 
Tarcaliffjeus or Zeno nfeended the throne, he 
invited a faithful, and formidable band of Ifauri- 
ans, who infulted the court and city, and were 
'‘rewarded by an annual tribute of five thoufand 
pounds of gold. Rut the hopes of fortune depo- 
pulated the mountains, luxury enervated the 
hardinefs of their minds and bodies , and in pro-' 
portion as they mixed with mankind, they be- 
came lefs qualified for the enjoyrfient of poor and 
folitary freedom. After the death of Zeno, his 
fuccellor Anaflalius fupprefled their penfions, ex- 
pofed their perfons Co the revenge of the people, 
banifhed them from Conftantinople , and pre- 
pared to fuftain a war, which left only the alter- 
native of vidtory or fervitude. A brother of the 
lalt emperGr ufurped the title of Auguftus, his 
caufe was powerfully fupported by the arms, 
the treafures, and the magazines, colledted by 
Zeno; and the native Ifaurians mull have formed 
the fmalleft portion of the hundred and fifty 
thoufand Barbarians under his ftandard, which 
was i'anefified , for the firft time, by the preien.ee 
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chat, of a fighting bifliop. Their diforderly numbers 
t xi. .were vanquilhed in the plains of Phrygia by the 
a. d. valour and difcipline of the Goths ; but a war 
4>* — 4 »s. 0 f f ix years almod exhauded the courage of the 
emperor ,,, . The Ifaurians retired to their moun- 
tains; their fortrelfes were fucceflively befieged 
and ruined; their communication with the fea 
was intercepted ; the braved of their leaders died 
in arms ; the furviving chiefs , before tjaeir exe- 
cution , were dragged in chains through the hip- 
podrome; a colony of their youth was tranf- 
planted into Thrace, and the remnant of the 
people fubmitted to the Roman government. Yet 
fome generations elapfed before their minds were 
reduced to the level of fiavery. The populous 
villages of Mount Taurus were filled with horfe- 
men and archers; they refifted the impofition of 
tributes, but they recruited the armies of Judi- 
nian; and his civil magidrates , the proconful of 
Cappadocia, the count of Ifauria, and the prae- 
tors of Lycaonia and Pifidia , were inveded with 
military power to redrain the licentious pradtice 
of rapes and aflaflinations 

Fortifications If we extend our view from the tropic to 

rire. Vom the ^ mouth of ^ ie Tanais , • we may obferve on 
Ei.xine to the one hand, the precautions of Judinian to curb 
J." n * nil0n ‘ the favages of Ethiopia" 5 , and on the other, 
the long walls which he condrudted in Crimtea 
for the protection of his friendly Goths , a 
colony of three thoufand Ihepherds and war- 
riors From that peninfula to Trcbizond, 
the eadern curve of the Euxine was fecured 
by forts , by alliance , or by religion ; . and 
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the poflcflion of Laaica, the Colchos of anci- 
ent, the Mingrelia of modern, geography, foon 
became the object of an important war. Trebi- 
zond, in after - times the feat of a romantic em- 
pire , was indebted to the liberality of Juftinian 
for a church , an aqueduct , and a caftle , whofe 
ditches are hewn in the folid rock. From that 
maritime city, a frontier line of five hundred 
miles may be drawn to the fortrefs of Circcfium, 
the laft Roman Ration on the Euphrates " 7 . 
Above Trebizond immediately, and five days 
journey to the fouch , the country rifes into dark 
forells and craggy mountains , as favage though 
not fo lofty as the Alps and the Pyrenees. In 
this rigorous climate where the fnows feldom 
melt, the fruits are tardy and taftelefs , even 
lioney is poifonous; the moft induftrious tillage 
would be confined to fome pleafant vallies; and 
the paftoral tribes obtained a fcanty fuftenance 
from the flefli and milk of their cattle. The 
Chalybians IIS derived their name and temper 
from the iron quality of the foil; and, fince the 
days of Cyrus, they might produce, under the 
various appellations of Chaldaeans and Zanians, 
, an uninterrupted prefeription of war and rapine. 
Under the reign of Juftinian, they acknowledged 
the God and the emperor of the Romans , and 
feven fortrefics were built in the moft acceffible 
pafies, to exclude the ambition of the Perfian 
monarch The principal fource of the Eu- 
phrates defeends from the Chalybian mountains, 
and feems to flow towards the weft and the 
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chap. .Euxine; bending to the fouth - weft , the river 
xl. palfes under the walls of Satala and Melitene 
(which were reftored by Juftiniun as the bulwarks 
of the lefier Armenia), and gradually approaches 
the Mediterranean fea; till at length , repelled by 
Mount Taurus 1!I , the Euphrates inclines his 
long and flexible courfe to the fouth -eaft:, and 
the gulf of Perfla. Among the Roman cities 
beyond the Euphrates, we diftinguifh two recent 
foundations, which were named from Theodofius* 
and the relics of the martyrs; and two capitals^ 
Amida and Edelfa , which are celebrated in the 
hiftory of every age. Their ftrength was pro- 
portioned by Juftinian to the danger of their 
fituation. A ditch and palifade might be fufli- 
cicnt to refill: the artlefs force of the cavalry of 
Scythia; but more elaborate works were required 
to fuftain a regular fiege againft the arms and 
treafures of the great king. His fkilful engineers 
underffood the methods of conducting deep 
mines, and of raifing platforms to the level of 
the rampart: he fliook the fcrongeft battlements 
with his military engines, and fometimes advan- 
ced to the alfault with a line of moveable turrets 
on the backs of elephants. In the great cities 
of the Eaft , the difadvantage of fpace , perhaps 
of polition, was compenfated by the zeal of the 
people, who feconded the garrifon in the defence 
of their country and religion; and the fabulous 
promife of the Son of God, that Edeffa fhould 
tiever be taken, filled the citizens with valiant 
confidence, and chilled. the befiegcrs with doubt 
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and difmay ”\ The fubordinate towns of Ar- chav. 
menia and Mefopotamia were diligently ftrength- xi.. 
ened, and the polls which appeared to have any 
command of ground or water, were occupied by 
numerous forts, fubftantially built of (lone, or 
more haftily erected with the obvious materials 
of earth and brick. The eye of Juftinian in- 
velligated every fpot; and his cruel precautions 
might attrad the war into fome lonely vale , . 
whofe peaceful natives, connected by trade and 
marriage were ignorant of national difcord and 
the quarrels of princes. Weft ward of the Eu- 
phrates , a fandy dcfert extends above fix hun- 
dred miles to the Red Sea. Nature had inter- 
pofed a vacant folitude between the ambition of 
two rival empires: the Arabians, till Mahomet 
arofe , were formidable only as robbers; and in 
the proud fecurity of peace, the fortifications of 
Syria were negleded on the molt vulnerable fide. 

But the national enmity, at leaft the effeds of neatli of p?- 
that enmity, had been lufpended by a truce , p°“‘ a ’ k ’ ns c . 
which continued above fourfeore years. An A. D. <*£8. 
ambaflador from the emperor Zeno, accompanied 
the ralh and unfortunate Perozes , in his expedi- 
tion againft the Nepthalites or white Huns, whofe 
conqucfts had been ftretched from the Cafpian to 
the heart of India , whofe throne was enriched 
with emeralds I! ’, and whofe cavalry was fup- 
ported by a line of two thoufand elephants I! \ 

The Perfians were twice circumvented , in a 
fituation which made valour ufclefs and flight 
impolfible; and the double vidory of the Huns 
Vol. VII. I 
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was atchieved by military ftratagem. They dif- 
inifled their royal captive after he had fubmitted 
to adore the majefly of a Barbarian ; and the humi- 
liation was poorly evaded by the cafuiftical fub- 
tility of the IVIagi, who inftrudted Perozes to 
direct his intention to the riling fun. The in- 
dignant fuccelfior of Cyrus forgot his danger and 
his gratitude; he renewed the attack with head- 
ftrongfury, and loft both his army and his life 1M . , 
The death of Perozes abandoned Perfia to her 
foreign and domeftic enemies; and twelve years 
of confufion elapfed before his fon Cabades or 
Kobad could embrace any defigns of ambition or 
revpnge. The unkind parfimony of Anaftafius 
Was the motive or pretence of a Roman war ,J ‘ ; 
the Huns and Arabs marched under the Perfian 
ftandard , and the fortifications of Armenia and 
Mefopotamia were, at that time, in a ruinous or 
impeded condition. The emperor returned his 
thanks to the governor and people of Martyro- 
polis, for the prompt furrender of a city which 
could not be fuccefsfully defended, and the con- 
flagration of Theodofiopolis might juftify the con- 
dud of their prudent neighbours. Amida fuftained 
a long and deftrudive fiege : at the end of three 
months , the lofs of fifty thoufand of the foldiers 
of Cabades was not balanced by anv profped of 
fuccefs , and it was in vain that the Magi deduced 
a flattering predidion from the indecency of the 
women on the ramparts who had revealed their 
moft fccret charms to the eyes of the aflailants. 
At length, in a blent night, they afeended the 
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mod accefTible tower, which was guarded only t it a r. 
by fome monks, oppreffed , after the duties of a st. 
fedival , with deep and wine. Scaling- latters 
were applied at the dawn of day } the prefence 
of Cabades, his dern command , and his drawn 
fword , compelled the Perfians to vanquifli ; and 
before it was flieathed, fourfcore thoufand of the 
inhabitants had expiated the blood of their com- 
panions. After the fiege of Amida , the war 
continued three years, and the unhappy frontier 
tailed the full meafure of its calamities. The gold 
of Anaftafius was offered too late, the number 
of his troops was defeated by the number oftheit 
generals; the country was ftripped of its inhabit- 
ants, and both the living and the dead were 
abandoned to the wild beads of the defert. The 
refidance of Edefia, and the deficiency of fpoil , 
inclined the mind of Cabades to peace: he fold 
his conqueds for an exorbitant price; and the 
fame line , though marked with daughter and 
devastation , dill fepatated the two empires. To 
avert the repetition of the fame evils , Anaftafius 
refolved to found a new colony, foftrong, that 
it diould defy the power of the Perfian , fo far 
advanced towards AfTyria , that its ftationary 
troops might defend the province by the menace 
or operation of offenfive war. For this purpofe , Frtrtlfi( . ations 
the town of Dara 1,7 , fourteen miles from Nifibis, of Dara. » 
and four days journey from the Tigris , Was 
peopled and adorned ; the hady works of Anada- 
fius were improved by the perfeverance of Jufti- 
nian; and without infilling on places lefs import- 
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chap, ant, the fortifications of Dara may reprefent the 
xl. military architecture of the age. The city was 
furrounded with two walls, and the interval be- 
tween them , of fifty paces , afforded a retreat to 
the cattle of the befieged. The inner wall was a 
monument of flrength and beauty: it meafured 
fixty feet from the ground, and the height of the 
towers was one hundred feet; the loop-holes , 
from whence an enemy might be annoyed with 
miffile weapons, were fmall, but numerous; the 
foldiers were planted along the rampart , under 
the fhelter of double galleries , and a third plat- 
form , fpacious and fecure , was raifed on the 
fummit of the towers. The exterior wall appears 
to have been lefs lofty , but more folid ; and 
each tower was protected by a quadrangular 
bulwark. A hard rocky foil refilled the tools of 
the ‘miners, and on the fouth-eafl, where the 
ground was more tradable , their approach was 
retarded by a new work, which advanced in 
the lhape of an half -moon. The double and 
treble ditches were filled with a llream of water; 
and in* the management of the river, the moft 
Fulfill labour was employed to fupply the inhabit- 
ants, to diflrefs the befiegers, and to prevent 
the mifehiefs of a natural or artificial inundation. 
Dara continued more than fixty years to fulfil 
the wifhes of its founders, and to provoke the 
jealoufy of the Perfians, who inceflantly com- 
plained, that this impregnable fortrefs had been 
conflrucled in manifcfl violation of the treaty of 
peace between the two empires. 
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Between the Euxine and the Cafpian , the chap. 
countries of Colchos , Iberia, and Albania, are xi. 
interfered in every direction by the branches The c * rpian 
of Mount Caucafus ; and the two principal gates . 
gates , or paffes , from north to fouth , have 
been frequently confounded in the geography 
both of the ancients and moderns. The name of 
Cafpian or Albanian gates , is properly applied to 
Derbend ”* , which Occupies a fhort declivity 
between the mountains and the fea : the ci- 
ty, if we give credit to local tradition, had 
been founded by the Greeks; and this dangerous 
entrance was fortified by the kings ofPerfia, with 
' a mole, double walls, and doors of iron. The 
Iberian gates are formed by a narrow pafiage 
of fix miles in Mount Caucafus, which opens from 
the northern fide of Iberia or Georgia, into the 
plain that reaches to the Tanais and the Volga. 

A fortrefs, defigned by Alexander perhaps, or 
one of his fuccelfors, to command that important 
pafs, had defcended by right of conqucft or in- 
heritance to a prince of the Huns, who offered 
it for a moderate price to the emperor: but while 
Anaflafius paufed , while he timoroufly computed 
the,coft and the diftance, a more vigilant rival inter- 
pofed , and Cabades forcibly occupied the Freights ■ 
of Caucafus. The Albanian and Iberian gates ex- 
cluded the horfemen of Scythia from the fiiortefi; 
and moft practicable roads, and the whole front 
of the mountains was covered by the rampart of 
Gog and'Magog, the long wall which has excit* 
cd the curiofity of an Arabian caliph * <0 and a 
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Ruffian conqueror According to a recent de- 
feription, huge ftone-s feven feet thick, twenty- 
one feet in length or height, are artificially joined 
■without iron or cement , to compofe a wall , which 
runs above three hundred miles from the (bores 
of Derbcnd , over the hills , and through the val- 
ues of Dagheftan and Georgia. Without a vifion 
fucli a work might be undertaken by the policy 
of Cabades ; without a miracle , it might be ac- 
complished by his fon , fo formidable to the Ro- 
mans under the name of Chofroes ; fo dear to the 
Orientals, under the appellation of Nufhirwan. 
The Perfian monarch held in his hand the keys 
both of peace and war; but he ftipulated , in 
every treaty, that Juftinian Should contribute to 
the expence of a common barrier, which equally 
protected the two .empires from the inroads of the 
Scythians ,4 \ 

VII. Juftinian fuppreffed the fchools of Athens 
and the confulfhip of Rome, which had given fo 
many fages and heroes to mankind. Both thefe 
inftitutions had long fince degenerated from their 
primitive glory; yet fome reproach may be juftly 
infliefted on the avarice and jealoufy of a prince , 
by whofe hand fuch venerable ruins Nvere .de- 
ftroyed. 

Athens, after her Perfian triumphs, adopted 
the philofophy of Ionia and the rhetoric of Sicily ; 
and thefe (Indies became the patrimony of a city , 
whofe inhabitants , about thirty thoufand males, 
condenfed , within the period of a lingle life, the 
genius of ages and millions. Our fenfe of the dig- 
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nity of human nature , is exalted by the fimple 
recollection , that Ifocrates 141 was the companion 
of Plato and Xenophon; that he aflifted, perhaps 
with the hiftorian Thucydides, at the firft repre- 
fentations of the Oedipus of Sophocles and the 
Iphigenia of Euripides; and that his pupils /Efchi- 
nes and Demollhenes contended for the crown 
of patriotifm in the prefence of Ariftotle , the maf- 
ter of Theophraftus , who, taught at Athens 
with the founders of the Stoic and Epicurean 
feCts '**. The ingenuous youth of Attica enjoyed 
the benefits of their domeftic education, which 
was communicated without envy to the rival ci- 
ties. Two thoufand difciplcs heard the leflons of 
Theophraftus 145 ; the fchools of rhetoric mud 
have been ftill more populous than thofe of phi- 
lofophy ; and a rapid fucceflion of ftudcnts diffuf- 
ed the fame of their teachers, as far as the ut- 
moft limits of the Grecian language and name. 
Thofe limits were enlarged by the victories of 
Alexander; the arts of Athens furvivcd her free- 
dom and dominion; and the Greek colonies which 
the Macedonians planted in Egypt , anti fcattercd 
over Afia, undertook long' and frequent pilgrim- 
ages to worlhip the Mufes in their favourite 
temple 011 the banks of the Iliffus. The Latin 
conquerors refpeCtfuliy liftened to the inftruc- 
tions of their fubjedts and captives; the na- 
mes of Cicero and Horace were enrolled in the 
fchools of Athens; and after the perfect fettle- 
ment of the Roman empire, the natives of Italy, 
of Africa, and of Britain , converted in the gro- 
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ir a p. vcs of the academy with their fellow-fludcnts of 
XL. the Eafl. The fludies of philofophy and eloquence 

are congenial to a popular ilate , which encou- • ' 

rages the freedom of enquiry, and fubmits only 
to the force of perfuafion. In the republics of 
Greece and Rome, the art - of fpeaking was the 
powerful engine of patriotifm or ambition ; and 
the fchools of' rhetoric poured forth a colony of 
llatefmen and legifiators. When the liberty of pub- 
lic debate was fupprefled , the orator , in the honour- 
able profedion of an advocate, might plead the caufe 
of innocence and juflice ; he might abufe his ta- 
lents in the more profitable trade of panegyric ; and 
the fame precepts continued to dictate the fanciful 
declamations of thefophift, and the chafler beauties 
of hiftorical compofition. The fyftems which pro- 
fefTed to unfold the nature of God, of man, and 
of the univerfe, entertained the curiofity of the 
philofophic fludent; and according to the tem- 
per cf his mind, he might doubt with the 
fceptics, or decide with the floics , fublimely 
fpeculate with Plato, or feverely argue with Arif- 
totlc. The pride of the adverfe feels had fixed 
an unattainable term of moral happinefs and per- 
fection : but the race was glorious and falutary ; 
the difciples of Zeno, and even thofe of Epicu- 
rus, were taught both to a<fl and to fuffer; and 
the death of Pctronius was not lefs eftcdlual than 
that of Seneca, to humble a tyrant by the difeo- 
very of his impotence. The light of fcicnce could 
rot indeed be confined within the walls of 
Athens. Her incomparable writers addrefs them- 
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fclvcs to the human race ; the living mailers emi- 
grated to Italy and Afia; Berytus, m later times, 
\vos devoted to the fludy of the law; aftronomy 
and phyfic were cultivated in the mufaeum of 
Alexandria; but the Attic fchools of rhetoric and 
philofophy maintained their fupcrior reputation 
from the PeloponneGan war to the reign of Juf- 
tinian. Athens, though fituate in a barren foil, 
pofTelfed a pure air, a free navigation, and the 
monuments of ancient art. That facrcd retirement 
was feldom didnrbed by the bufincfs of trade or 
government; and the lad of the Athenians were 
didinguilhed by their lively wit, the purity of 
their tade and language, their focial manners, 
and fome traces, at lead in difeourfe, of the mag- 
nanimity of their fathers.. In the fuburbs of the 
city, the academy of the Platonids , the lycaum of 
the Peripatetics, the portico of the Stoics , and the 
garden of the Epicureans , were planted with 
trees and decorated with datues; and the philofo- 
phers , indead of being immured in a cloyder, 
delivered their indruidions in fpacious and plea- 
fant walks , which , at different hours , were' con- 
fecratcd to the exercifes of the mind and body. 
The genius of the founders dill lived in thofe ve- 
nerable feats; the ambition of fucceeding to the 
maders of human reafon, excited a generous 
emulation ; and the merit of the candidates was 
determined, on each vacancy, by the free voices 
of an enlightened people. The Athenian profef- 
fors were paid by their difciples: according to 
their mutual wants and abilities, the price ap- 
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pears to have varied from a mina to a talent; 
and Ifocrates himfelf, who derides the avarice of 
the fophifts, required in his fchool of rhetoric, 
about thirty pounds from each of his hundred 
pupils. The wages of induftry are juft and ho- 
nqurablc, yet the fame Ifocrates fhed tears at the 
firft receipt of a ftipend; the Stoic might blufh 
when he was hired to preach the contempt of 
money; and I fhould be forry todifeover, that Arif- 
totle or Plato fo far degenerated from the exam- 
ple of Socrates, as to exchange knowledge for 
gold. But fome property of lands and houfes 
was fettled by the permiftion of the laws, and 
the legacies of deceafed friends , on the philofo- 
phic chairs of Athens. Epicurus bequeathed to 
his difciples the gardens which he had purchafed 
for eighty minae or two hundred and fifty pounds, 
with a fund fufficient for their frugal fubfiftence 
and monthly feftivals M * ; and the patrimony of 
Plato afforded an annual rent, which, in eight 
centuries, was gradually encreafed from three to 
one thoufand pieces of gold ,47 . The fchools of 
Athens were proteded by the- wifeft and mod 
virtuous of the Roman princes. The library 
which Hadrian founded , was placed in a portico 
adorned with pidures, ftatues, and a roof of ala- 
bafter, and fupported by one hundred columns 
of Phrygian marble- The public falaries were af- 
figned by the generous fpirit of the Antonines ; 
and each profeffor, of politics, of rhetoric, of the 
Platonic, the Peripatetic, the Stoic, and the Epicu- 
rean philofophy, received an annual ftipend of ten 
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thoufand drachmae, or more than three hundred o n A p. 
pounds derling ,4 *. After the death of Marcus, xl. 
thefe liberal donations, and the privileges attach- 
ed to the thrones of fcience, were abolilhed and 
revived, diminilhed and enlarged: but fome vef- 
tige of royal bounty may be found under the 
fucceffors of Condantine ; and their arbitrary 
choice of an unworthy candidate might tempt the 
philofophers of Athens to regret the days of in- 
dependence and poverty 14> . It is remarkable, 
that the impartial favour of the Antonines was 
bellowed on the four adverfe feeds of philofophy, 
which they confidercd as equally ufeful or at lead: 
as equally innocent. Socrates had formerly been 
the glory and the reproach of his country; and 
the fird leffons of Epicurus fo drangely fcandaliz- 
ed the pious ears of the Athenians, that by his 
exile , and that of his antagonids , they Silenced 
all vain difputcs concerning the nature of the gods. 

But in the enfuing year they recalled the liady 
decree, redored the liberty of the fchools, and 
were convinced by the experience of ages, that 
the moral character of philofophers is not affecflcd 
by the diverfity of their theological fpecula- 
tions 

The Gothic arms were lefs fatal to the fchools The y ar * 
of Athens than the edablifhment of a new relir I>7 

gion, whofe miniders fuperfeded the excrcife of 
reafon , refolved every quedion by an article of 
faith , and condemned the infidel or fceptic to 
eternal flames. In many a volume of laborious 
controverfy, they expofed the weaknefs of the 
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chap, underftanding and the corruption of the heart,' 
xl. infulted human nature in the fages of antiquity , 
add profcribed the fpirit of philofophical enquiry, 
fo repugnant to the doctrine, or at lead to the 
temper of an humble believer. The furviving 
fed of the Platonilts, whom Plato would hav*e 
blnfiied to acknowledge , extravagantly mingled 
a fublime theory with the pradice of fuperftition 
and magic; and as they remained alone in the 
midft of a Chriftian world, they indulged a fecret 
rancour againft the government of the church and 
flate, whofe feverity was (till fufpended over their 
heads. About a century after the reign of Ju- 
Frocius. lian Proclus IS1 was permitted to teach in the 

philofophic chair of the academy, and fuch was 
his induftry, that he frequently , in the fame day, 
pronounced five lefions , and compofed feven 
hundred lines. His fagacious mind explored the 
deepeft queftions of morals and metaphyfics, and 
he ventured to urge eighteen arguments againft 
the Chriftian dodrine of the creation of the world. 
But in the intervals of ftudy , he perfonaliy con- 
verfed with Pan, iEfculapius, and Minerva, in 
whofe myfteries he was fecretly initiated , and 
whofe proftrate ftatues he adored; in the devout 
perfuafion that the philofopher, who is a citizen 
of the univerfe, fhould be the prieft.of its various 
deities. An eclipfe of the fun announced his ap- 
proaching end; and his life, with that of his 
fcholar Ifidore I!1 , compiled by two of their moft 
learned difciples, exhibits a deplorable pidure of 
the fccond childhood of human reafon. Yet the 
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golden chain, as it was fondly ftyled , of the 
Platonic fucceflion , continued forty-four years 
from the death of Proclus to the edict of Jufti- 
nian which impofed a perpetual filence on 
the fchools of Athens , and excited the grief and 
indignation of the few remaining votaries of Gre- 
cian fcience and fuperftition. Seven friends and 
philofophers, Diogenes and Hermias , Eulalius 
and Prifcian, Damafcius, Ifidore , and Simpli- 
cius, who diftented from the religion of their 
fovereign, embraced the refolution of feeking in 
a foreign land the freedom which was denied in 
their native country. They had heard, and they 
creduloufly believed , that the republic of Plato 
was realized in the dcfpotic government of Perfia, 
and that a patriot king reigned over the happieft 
and moft virtuous of nations. They were foon 
aftonifhcd by the natural difcovery, that Perfia 
refembled the other countries of the globe ; that 
Chofroes, who affedted the name of a philofo- 
pher, was vain, cruel, and ambitious; that bi- 
gotry, and a fpirit of intolerance, prevailed among 
the Magi; that the nobles were haughty, the 
courtieFS fervile , and the nlagiftrates unjuft; that 
the guilty fometimes efcaped, and that the in- 
nocent were often opprefled. The difappointment 
of the philofophers provoked them to overlook 
the real virtues of the Perfians ; and . they were 
fcandalized , more deeply perhaps than became 
their profeftion , with the plurality of wives and 
concubines, the inceftuous marriages, and the 
cuftom of expofing dead bodies to the dogs and 
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vultures, inftead of hiding tlierri in the earth, or 
confuming them with fire. Their repentance was 
expreffed by a precipitate return, and they loudly 
declared that they had rather die on the borders of 
the empire, than enjoy the wealth and favour of the 
Barbarian. From this journey, however, they de- 
rived a benefit which reflcds the pureft luftre on 
the charadcrof Chofroes.He required, that the feven 
fages who had vifitcd the court of Perfia , fliould 
be exempted from the penal laws which Juftinian 
enaded againft his Pagan fubjeds; and this pri- 
vilege , exprefsly ftipulated in a treaty of peace , 
was guarded by the vigilance of a powerful me- 
diator Simplicius and his companions ended 
their lives in peace and obfeurity ; and as they 
left no difciplcs , they terminate the long lift of 
Grecian philofophers , who may be juftly praifed, 
notwidiftahding their defeds , as the wifeft and 
moft virtuous of their contemporaries. The wri- 
tings of Simplicius are now extant. His phyfical 
and metaphyfical commentaries on Ariflotle have 
pafied away with the fafhion of the times ; but 
his moral interpretation of Epidetus is preferved 
in the library of nations , as a claflic book, moft 
excellently adapted to dired the will , to purify 
the heart, and to confirm the underftanding , by 
a juft confidence in the nature both of God 
and man. 

About the fame time that Pythagoras firft in- 
vented the appellation of philofcphcr, liberty and 
jhe confulfhip were founded at Rome by the elder 
Brutus. The revolutions of the confular office, 
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which may be viewed in the fucceflive lights of c H A P. 
a fubftance , a fhadow and a name , have been XL. 
occafxonally mentioned in the prefenthiftory. The 
firft magiftrates of the republic had been chofen 
by the people , to exercife , in the Jenate and in 
the camp . the powers of peace and war , which 
were afterwards tranflated to the emperors. But 
the tradition of ancient dignity was long revered 
by the Romans and Barbarians. A Gothic hifto- 
rian applauds the confullhip of Thcodoric as the 
height of all temporal glory and greatnefs ,s< ; the 
king of Italy himfelf congratulates thofe annual 
favourites of fortune , who , without the cares , 
enjoyed the fplendour of the throne; and at the 
end of a thoufand years, tw„o confuls were 
created by the fovereigns of Rome and Conftan- 
tinople, for the foie purpofe of giving a date to 
the year , and a fellival to the people. But the 
expences of this feftival, in which the wealthy 
and the vain afpired to furpafs their predecelTors , 
infenfxbly arofe to the enormous fum of fourfeore 
thoufand pounds ; the wifeft fenators declined an 
ufelefs honour, which involved the certain ruin 
of their families; and to this reludance I fhould 
impute the frequent chafms in the laft age of the 
confular Fajli. The predecclTors of Juftinian had 
alTifted from the public treafures the dignity of 
the lefs opulent candidates ; the avarice of that 
prince preferred the cheaper and more convenient 
method of advice and regulatipn ,S7 . Seven pro~ 
crjfions or fpectacles were the number to which 
his edid confined the horfe and chariot races , 
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the athletic fports, the mufic, and pantomimes 
of the theatre, and the hunting of wild b carts ; 
and fmall pieces of filvcr were difcreetly fublti- 
tuted to the gold metals, which had always ex- 
cited tumult and drunkenefs , when they were 
fcattered with a profufe hand among the popu- 
lace. Nothwitftanding thefe precautions, and his 
own example, the l'ucceflion of confuls finally 
ceafed in the thirteenth year of Juftinian, wliofe 
defpotic temper might be gratified by the lilent 
extinction of a title which admonilhed the Ro- 
mans of their ancient freedom IS \ \ et the an- 
nual confulfhip ftill lived in- the minds of the peo- 
ple ; they fondly expected its fpeedy rertoration ; 
they applauded the gracious condefcenfion of fuc- 
cclTive princes , by whom it was affumed in the 
firft year of their reign ; and three centuries elapf. 
ed, after the death of Juftinian, before that obi'o- 
lete dignity , which had been fuppreffed by cuf- 
tom , could be abolilhed by law 1 ”. The imper- 
fect mode of diftinguifhing each year by the name 
of a magiftratc, was ufefully fupplieelby the date 
of a permanent icra: the creation of the world, 
according to the feptuagint verfion , was adopted 
by the Greeks 140 ; and the Latins , fince the age of 
Charlemagne, have computed their time from the 
birth of thrift 
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CHAP. XLI. 


Conquers of Juftinian in the Weft. — Character and 
firft Campaigns of Belifarius. — He invades ami 
fubdues the Vandal Kingdom of Africa. — - His 

Triumph. — The Gothic War He recovers Sicily , 

• Naples , and Rome. — Siege of Rome by the Goths „ 
— Their Retreat and Lojfcs. — Surrender of Ra- 
venna. — Glory of Belifarius. — His domeftic Shame 
and Misfortunes. 


W HEN Juftinian afeended the thrond, about c H A Pw 
fifty years after the fall of the Weftern empire , XLI 
the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals had ob^ jutii nian t<** 
tained a folid , and , as it might feem . a legal f ‘ ),ves t0 " M 
eftablifhment both in Europe and Africa. The a. d. 
titles which Roman victory had inferibed, Were 
erazed with equal juftice by the fword of the bar* 
barians ; and their ' fuccefsful rapine derived a 
more venerable fandtion from time, from treaties* 
and from the oaths of fidelity, already repeated 
by a fecond or third generation of obedient fub- 
jedts. Experience and chriftianity had refuted the 
fuperftitious hope, that Rome was founded by 
the gods to reign for ever over the nations of 
the earth. But the proud claims of perpetual and 
indcfeafible dominion, which her foldiers could 
Vol. VII. K 
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no longer maintain, was firmly afferted by her 
ftatefmen and lawyers , whole opinions have 
been fometimes revived and propagated ‘in the 
modern fchools of jurifprudence. After Rome 
herfelf had been ftripped of the Imperial purple , 
the princes of Conftantinople aflumed the foie and 
facred fceptrc of the monarchy ; demanded , as 
their rightful inheritance, the provinces which 
had been fubdued by the confuls, or pofTeiled 
by the Csefars; and feebly afpired to deliver their 
faithful fubje&s of the Weft from the ufurpation 
of heretics and Barbarians. The execution of this 
fplendid defign was in fome degree referved for 
Juftinian. During the five firft years of his reign, 
he reludantly waged a coftly and unprofitable 
war againft thePerfians; till his pride fubmitted 
to his ambition, and he purchafed, at the price 
of four hundred and forty thoufand pounds fter- 
ling, the benefit of a precarious truce, which, 
in the language of both nations, was dignified 
with the appellation of the endlefs peace. The 
fafety of the Eaft enabled the emperor to employ 
his forces againft the Vandals; and the internal 
ftate of Africa afforded an honourable motive , 
and promifed a powerful fupport, to the Roman 
arms 

According to the teftament of the founder, 
the African kingdom had lineally defeended to 
Hilderic the eldeft of the Vandal princes. A mild 
difpofition inclined the fon of a tyrant, the grand- 
fon of a conqueror, to prefer the counfels of cle- 
mency and peace; and his acceflion was marked 
by the falutary edict, which reftored two hundred 
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bifhops to their churches , and allowed the free pro- 
feffion of the Athanafian creed \ But the Catholics 
accepted with cold and tranfient gratitude, a favour 
fo inadequate to their pretenfions , and the virtues 
of Hilderic offended the prejudices of his coun- 
trymen. The Arian clergy prefumed to infinuate 
that he had renounced the faith , and the foldiers 
more loudly complained that he had degenerated 
from the courage , of his anceftors. His ambafla- 
dors were fufpeded of a fccret and difgraceful 
negociation in the Byzantine court ; and his ge- 
neral, the Achilles as he was named, of the 
Vandals, loft a battle againft the naked and dis- 
orderly Moors. The public difcontent was exaf- 
perated by Gelimer, whofe age, defcent, and 
military fame, gave him an apparent title to the 
fuccefiion : he affumed , with the confent of the 
nation, the reins of government; and his unfor- 
tunate fovercign funk without a ftruggle from 
the throne to a dungeon, where he was ftridly 
guarded with a faithful counfellor, and his unpo- 
pular nephew the Achilles of the Vandals. But 
the indulgence which Hilderic had (hewn to his 
Catholic fubjeds had powerfully recommended 
him to the favour of Juftinian, who, for the be- 
nefit of his own fed, could acknowledge the ufe 
and juftice of religious toleration: their alliance, 
while the nephew of Juftin remained in a private 
ftation , was cemented by the mutual exchange 
of gifts and letters; and the emperor Juftinian 
aliened the caufe of royalty and friendfhip. In 
two fucceflive embaflies, he admonilhed the ufur- 

K z 


CHAP. 

XU. 


Gelimer, 

A. D. 

Si° — 534. 


Digitized by Google 



i} 2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 
*«• ; 


Rebates ou 
the African 
v, ur. 


per to repent of his treafon, or to abftain, at leaft, 
from any further violence which might provokes 
the c'ifpleafure of God and of the Romans ; to 
reverence the laws of kindred and fucceflion, and 
to fuller an infirm old man peaceably to end his 
days, either on the throne of Carthage or in the 
palace of Conftantinople. The paflfrons or even 
the prudence of Gelimer compelled him to rejedl 
thefe requefts , which were urged in the haughty 
tone of menace and command ; and he juftified 
his ambition in a language rarely fpoken in the 
Byzantine court , by alleging the right of a free 
people to remove or punilh their chief magiftrate, 
who had failed in the execution of the kingly 
office. After this fruitlefs expoftulation, the cap- 
tive monarch was more rigoroully treated , his 
nephew was deprived of his eyes, and the cruel 
Vandal, confident in his ftrength and diflance, 
derided the vain threats and flow preparations 
of the emperor of the Eaft, Juftinian refolvcd 
to deliver or revenge his friend , Gelimer to main- 
tain his ufurpation: and the war was preceded, 
according to the pradice of civilized nations, by 
the moff folemn proteftations , that each party 
was fincerely defirous of peace. 

1 he report of an African war was grateful only 
to the vain and idle populace of Conftantinople, 
whofe poverty exempted them from tribute, and 
whofe cowardice was feldom expofed to military 
fervice. But the wifer citizens , who judged of 
the future by the paft, revolved in their memory 
the immenfe tlofs , both of men and money, which 
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the empire had fuftained in the expedition of Ba- 
filifcus. The troops, which, after five laborious 
campaigns , had been recalled from the Perfian 
frontier, dreaded the fea, the climate, and the 
arms of an unknown enemy. 1 he minillers of 
the finances computed, as far as they might com- 
pute, the demands of an African war; the taxes 
which muft be found and levied to fupply thofe 
infatiatp demands ; and the danger, left their own 
lives, or at leaft their lucrative employments, 
fbould be made refponfible for the deficiency of 
the fupply. lnfpired by fuch felfifh motives ( for 
we may notfufped him of any zeal for the public 
V good), John of, Cappadocia ventured to oppofe 
in full council the inclinations of his mafter. He 
confeffed , that a victory of fuch importance could 
pot be too dearly purchafed ; but he reprefented 
in a grave difeourfe the certain difficulties and the 
uncertain event. “ You undertake, ” faid the 
pnefed, c ‘ to befiege Carthage: by land, the dit 
j, tance is not lefs than one hundred and forty 
£c days journey; on the fea, a whole year 4 mull 
“ elapfe before you can receive any intelligence 
“ from your fleet. If Africa fhould be reduced, 
“ it cannot be preferved without the additional 
cc conqueft of Sicily and Italy. Snccefs will im- 
“ pofe the obligation of new labours; a Angle 
“ misfortune will attract the Barbarians into the 
ec heart of your exhaufted empire Juftiniati 
felt the weight of this falutary advice; he was 
confounded by the unwonted freedom of an ob- 
fequious.fervant ; and the deflgn of the war would 
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». perhaps have been relinquilhed , if his courage 
had not been revived by a voice which filenccd 
the doubts of profane reafon. “ I have feen a 
“ vifion,” cried an artful or fanatic bilhop of the 
Eaft. “ It is the will of heaven, O emperor, 
“ that you fhould not abandon your holy entcr- 
<c prife for the deliverance of the African church. 

The God of battles will march before your 
“ flandard, and difperfo your enemies, who are 
“ the enemies of his Son. ” The emperor might 
be tempted, and his counfellors were conftrain- 
ed, to give credit to this feafonable revelation: 
but they derived more rational hope from the 
revolt, which the adherents of Hilderic or Atha- 
nafius had already excited on the borders of the 
Vandal monarchy. Pudcntius, an African fubjeert, 
had privately fignified his loyal intentions, and 
a fmall military aid reftored the province of Tri- 
poli to the obedience of the Romans. The go- 
vernment of Sardinia had been intrufted to Go- 
das , a valiant Barbarian: he fufpended the pay- 
ment of tribute, difclaimed his allegiance to the 
ufurper, and gave audience to the emiffaries cf J ufli- 
nian, who found him mafter of that fruitful ifland, at 
the head of his guards, and proudly inverted with 
the enfigns of royalty. The forces of the Vandals 
were diminifhed by difeord and fufpicion ; the 
Roman armies were animated by the fpirit of 
Belifarius; one of thofe heroic names which arc 
familiar to every age and to every nation. 

The Africanus of new Rome was born, and per- 

° r haps educated, among the Thracian p«afants 
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without any of thofe advantages which had form- 
ed the virtues of the elder and younger Scipio; a 
noble origin, liberal ftudies, arid the emulation 
of a free (late. The filence of a loquacious fecre- 
tary may be admitted, to prove that the youth 
of Eelifarius could not afford any fubjedt of 
praife : he ferved , moft affuredly with valour 
and reputation , among the private guards of 
Juftinian; and when his patron became emperor, 
the domeftic was promoted to military command. 
After a bold inroad into Perfarmenia , in which 
his glory was Ihared by a colleague , and his 
progrefs was checked by an enemy, Belifarius 
repaired to the important (lation of Dara, where 
he firft accepted the fervice of Procopius , the 
faithful companion , and diligent hiftorian , of 
his exploits *. The Mirrancs of Perfia advanced, 
with forty thoufand of her bell troops, to raze 
the fortifications of Dara ; and fignified the day 
and the hour on which the citizens fhould 
prepare a bath for his refrelhment after the toils 
of vidtory. He encountered an adverfary equal 
to himfelf, by the new title of General of the 
Eafl; his fuperior in the fcience of war, but 
much inferior in the number and quality of his 
troops, which amounted only to twenty -five 
thoufand Romans and (Irangers, relaxed in their 
difeipline, and humbled by recent difafters. As 
the level plain of Dara refufed all (belter to 
% flratagem and ambufh , Belifarius protected his 
front with a deep trench , which was prolonged 
at firfl. in perpendicular, and afterwards in paral- 
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ship. Jel , lines, to cover the wings of cavalry advan- 
XU, tageoufly polled to command the flanks and rear 
of the enemy. When the Roman centre was 
fhaken, their well-timed and rapid charge decided 
the conflict: the Aandard of Perfia fell; the iminor - 
tals fled ; the infantry threw away their bucklers, 
find eight thbufand of the vanquiflied were left 
on the field of battle. In the next campaign , 
Syria was invaded on the fide of the defert; and 
Belifarius, with twenty thonfand men, haftened 
from Dara to the relief of the province. During 
the whole fummer, the defigns of the enemy 
were baffled by his Ikilful difpolitions : he prelTed 
their retreat, occupied each night their camp of 
the preceding day, and would have fecured a 
bloodlefs victory , if he could have refilled the 
impatience of his own troops. ( Their valiant 
promife was faintly fupported in the hour of 
battle ; the right wing was expofed by the 
treacherous or cowardly defertioq of the Chrif- 
tian Arabs; the Huns, a veteran band of eight 
hundred warriors , were opprefled by fuperior 
numbers ; the flight of the lfiiurians was inter- 
cepted ; but the Roman ’infantry Hood firm on 
the left; for Belifarius himfelf, demounting from 
his horfe, fiiewed them that intrepid defpair was 
their only fafety. They turned their backs tq 
the Euphrates, and their faces to the enemy; 
innumerable arrows glanced without effect from 
the qompadt and /helving order of their bucklers; 
an impenetrable line of pikes was oppofed tq 
the repeated aflault of th? Pcrfian cavalry; qnci 
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after a refiftance of many hours, the remaining 
troops were fkilfully embarked under the fliadow 
of the night. The Perfian commander retired 
with diforder and difgrace, to anfwer a fhi<ft 
account of the lives of fo many foldiers which 
he had confumed in a barren vi&ory. But the 
fame of Bejifarius was not ful lied by a defeat, 
in which he alone had faved his army from 
the confequences of their own raflinefs : the 

approach of peace relieved him from the guard 
of the ealtern frontier , and his condudl in the 
fedition of Conftantinople amply difcharged his 
obligations to the emperor. When the African 
war- became the topic of popular difcourfe and 
fecret deliberation, each of the Roman generals 
was apprehentive , rather than ambitious, of the 
dangerous honour; but as foon as Juftinian had 
declared his preference of fuperior merit , their 
envy was rekindled by the unanimous applaufe 
which was given to the choice of Belifarius. The 
temper of the Byzantine court may encourage a 
fufpicion , that the hero was darkly affifted by 
the intrigues of his wife, the fair and fubtle> 
Antonina, who alternately enjoyed the confidence 
and incurred the hatred of the emprefs Theodora. 
The birth of Antonina was ignoble, flie defeended. 
from a family of charioteers; and her efiaftity. 
lias been ftained with the fouleft reproach. Yet ; 
Ihe reigned with long and abfolute power over 
the mind of her illuftrious hufband; and if An- 
tonina difdained the merit of conjugal fidelity, 
flie exprefied a manly friendfliip to Belifarius, 
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chap, whom fhe accompanied with undaunted refolu- 
xu. tion in all the hardfhips and dangers of a military- 
life 7 . 

Preparations The preparations for the African war were not 
can war, "" unworthy of the lad conted between Rome and 
a . d . 533. Carthage. The pride and flower of the army 
confided of the guards of Belifarius, who, ac- 
cording to the pernicious indulgence of the 
times, devoted themfelves by a particular oath 
of fidelity to the fcrvice of their patron. 1 heir 
drength and dature, for which they had been 
curioufiy feleded , the goodnefs of their horfes 
and armour, and the adiduous pradice of all 
the exercifes of war , enabled them to ad: 
whatever their courage might prompt; and their 
courage was exalted by the focial honour of 
their rank , and the perfonal ambition of favour 
and fortune. Four hundred of the braved of the 
Heruli marched under the banner of the faithful 
and adive Pharas; their untradable valour was 
more highly prized than the tame fubmidion of 
the Greeks and Syrians; and of fuch importance 
was it deemed to procure a reinforcement of 
fix hundred Maflagetae , or Huns , that they 
were allured by fraud and deceit to engage in 
a naval expedition. Five thoufand horfe and ten 
thoufand foot were embarked at Condantinople 
for the conqued of Africa, but the infantry, for 
the mod part levied in Thrace and Ifauria,- 
yielded to the more prevailing ufe and reputation 
of the cavalry; and the Scythian bow was the 
weapon on which the armies of Rome were now 
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reduced to place tlieir principal dependence. From chap. 
a laudable defire to affert the dignity of his xli. 
theme , Procopius defends the foldiers of his 
own time againd the morofe critics, who confined 
that refpedable name to the heavy-armed warriors 
of antiquity , and malicioufly obferved , that the 
word archer is introduced by Homer * as a term 
of contempt. “ Such contempt might perhaps be 
“ due to the naked youths who appeared on foot 
“ in the fields of Troy, and, lurking behind a 
“ tombdone, or the fbield of a friend, drew the 
(C bow-dring to their bread * , and difmiffed a 
ct feeble and lifclefs arrow. But our archers (pur- 
fues the hidorian ) are mounted on horfes , 

“ which they manage with admirable (kill ; their 
** head and fhoulders are proteded by a cafk of 
buckler j , they wear greaves of iron on their 
“ legs, and their bodies are guarded by a coat 

* of mail. On their right fide hangs a quiver, a 

“ fword on their .left, and their hand is accuf- 

* tomsd to wield a lance or javelin in clofer 

cc combat. Their bows are drong and weighty ; 
c ‘ they fhoot in every poffible diredion, advanc- 
“ ing’, retreating, to the front, to the rear, or 
“ to either flank; arid as they are taught to 

<c draw the bow-firing not to the bread, but to 

“ the right ear, firm indeed mud be the armour 

* that can refid the rapid violence of their 
“ fhaft Five hundred tranfports, navigated by 
twenty thoufand mariners of Egypt, Cilicia, and 
Ionia , were colleded in the harbour of Con- 
ftantinople: The fmalled of thefe veffels may be 
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e m a p, computed at thirty, the larged at five hundred, 
XU. tons; and the fair average will fupply an allow- 
ance, liberal, but not profufe , of about one 
hundred thoufand tons , for the reception of 
thirty-five thoufand foldiers and failors , of five 
thoufand horfes, of arms , engines, and military 
flores , and of a fufficient flock of water and 
provifions fora voyage, perhaps, of three months. 
The proud gallies, which in former ages fwept 
the Mediterranean with fo many hundred oars, 
had long fince difappeared ; and the fleet of 
Juftinian was efcorted only by ninety-two light 
brigantines , covered from the miflile weapons of 
the enemy, and rowed by two thoufand of the 
brave and robuft youth of Conftantinople. 
Twenty-two generals are named, moft of whom 
s were afterwards diftinguifhed in the wars of 
Africa and: Italy: but the fupreme command, 
both by land and fea was delegated jo Belifarius 
alone, with a boundlefs power of adling accord- 
ing to his difcretion. as . if the emperor % himfelf 
were prefent. The .reparation of the naval and 
military profelfions is at once the effect and the 
jcaufp of the modern improvements in. the fcience 
of navigation and maritime war. 

Departure of lu the feventh year-of the reign, of Juftinian., 
the fleet, and about the time* of the fumnier, folftice, the 
Jure whole flee-t-of fix hundred fliips was ranged in 

martial pomp before the gardens of the palace. 
The patriarch pronounced his benediction } the 
emperor fignified his laft commands, the general’s 
trumpet gave the fignal of departure , and every 
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heart, according to its fears or wifhes, explored 
■with anxious curiofity the omens of misfortune 
and fuccefs. The firft halt was made at Perin- 
thus or Heraclea , where Belifarius waited five 
days to receive fome Thracian horfes, a military 
gift of his fovereign. From thence the fleet pur- 
fued their courfe through the midft of the Pro* 
pontis; but as they ftruggled to pafs the {freights 
of the Hellefpont, an unfavourable wind de* 
tabled them four days at Abydus, where the ge- 
neral exhibited a memorable Ieffon of firmnefs 
and feverity. Two of the Huns, who in a drunk, 
en quarrel had flain one of their fellow - foldiers , 
were inflantly fhewn to the army fufpended on a 
lofty gibbet. The national indignity was refented 
by their countrymen, who difeiaimed the fervile 
laws of the empire, and averted the free privilege 
of Scythia, where a fmall fine was allowed to 
expiate the hafty fallies of intemperance and anger. 
Their complaints were fpecious , their clamours 
were loud, and the Romans were not averfe to the 
example of diforder and impunity. But the rifing 
{edition was appealed by the authority and elo- 
quence of the general: and he reprefented to the 
afleinbled troops the obligation of juftice, the im- 
portance of difeipline , the rewards of piety and 
virtue, and the unpardonable guilt of murder, 
which, in his apprehenfion, was aggravated rather 
than excufed by the vice of intoxication *\ In the 
navigation from the Hellefpont to Pcloponnefus , 
which the Greeks , after the fiege of Troy, had 
performed in four days 11 ; the fleet of Belifarius 
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« h a p. was guided in their courfe by his mafter- galley, 
xn. confpicuous in the day by the rednefs of the 
fails, and in the. night by the torches blazing 
from the mall- head. It was the duty of the 
pilots, as they fleered between the iflands, and 
turned the capes of Malea and Tienarium , to 
preferve the juft order and regular intervals of 
fuch a multitude of fliips; as the wind was fair 
and moderate , their labours were not unfuccefs- 
ful , and the troops were fafely difembarked at 
Methone on the Meflenian coaft, to repofe them- 
felves for a while after the fatigues of the fea. 
In this place they experienced how avarice, in- 
verted with authority, may fport with the lives 
of thoufands which are bravely expofed for the 
public fervice. According to military pra&ice, 
the bread or bifeuit of the Romans was twice 
prepared in the oven, and a diminution of one- 
fourth was cheerfully allowed for the lofs of 
weight. To gain this miferable profit, and to 
fave the expence of wood, the pracfedl John of 
Cappadocia had given orders, that the flour 
Ihould be llightly baked by the fame fire which 
warmed the baths of Conftantinople ; and when 
the facks were opened , a foft and mouldy parte 
was diftributed to the army. Such unwholefonic 
food, affifted by the heat of the climate and fea- 
fon , foon produced an epidemical difeafe , 
which fwept away five hundred foldiers. Their 
health was reftored by the diligence of Belifarius, 
who provided frefh bread at Methone, and bold- 
ly. exprefled his juft and humane indignation: 
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the emperor heard his complaint: the general chap. 
was praifed ; but the minifter was not punilhed. xu. 
From the port of Methone, the pilots fteered 
along the weftern coaft of Peloponnefus, as far as 
the ifle of Zacynthus or Zant, before they un- 
dertook the voyage ( in their eyes a moll arduous 
voyage) of one hundred leagues over the Ionian 
fea. As the fleet was furprifed by a calm, fix- 
teen days were confumed in the flow navigation; 
and even the general would have fuffered the in- 
tolerable hardlhip of thirft, if the ingenuity of 
Antonina had not preferved the water in glafs- 
. bottles, which fhe buried deep in the fand in a 
part of the Ihip impervious to the rayp of the 
fun. At length the harbour of Caucana 1 *, on 
the fouthern fide of Sicily, afforded a fecure 
and hofpitable flielter. The Gothic officers who 
governed the ifland in the name of the daughter 
and grandfon of Theodoric, obeyed their impru- 
dent orders, to receive the troops of Juftinia 
like friends and allies : provifions were liberally 
fupplied, the cavalry was remounted and Pro- 
copius foon returned from Syracufe with correct 
information of the ftate and defigns of the Van- 
dals. His intelligence determined Belifarius to 
haften his operations, and his wife impatience 
was feconded by the winds. The fleet loft fight 
of Sicily, paflcd before the ifle of Malta, dif- 
covered the capes of Africa, ran along the coaft 
with a ftrong gale from the north -eaft, and 
finally call anchor at the promontory of Caput 
vada, about five days journey to the foutlrof 
Carthage ", 
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If Gelimer had been informed of the approach 
of the enemy, he mud have delayed the con- 
queft of Sardinia for the immediate defence of his 
perfon and kingdom. A detachment of five thou- 
fand foldiers, and one hundred and twenty gal- 
lies , would have joined the remaining forces of 
the Vandals; and the defcendarit of Genferic 
might have furprifed and oppreffed a fleet of deep- 
laden tranfports incapable of adion, and of light 
brigantines that feem only qualified for flight. Beli- 
farius had fecretly trembled when he overheard his 
foldiers , in the paflage , emboldening each other to 
confefs their apprehenfions: if they were once on 
fhore, they hoped to maintain the honour of their 
arms; but if they fliould be attacked at fea, they did 
notblufh to acknowledge that they wanted courage 
to contend at the fame time with the winds, the 
waves, and the Barbarians". The knowledge 
of their fentiments decided Belifarius to feize the 
firft opportunity of landing them on the coafl of 
Africa; and he prudently rejeded, in a council of 
war, the propofal of failing with the fleet and 
army into the port of Carthage. Three months 
after their departure from Conftantinople , the 
men and horfes, the arms and military flores, 
were fafely difembarked, and five foldiers were 
left as a guard on board each of the fhips, 
which were difpofed in the form of a femicircle. 
The remainder of the troops occupied a camp on 
the fea-fhore , which they fortified, according; 
to ancient difcipline, with a ditch and rampart; 
and the difcovery of a fource of frefh water, 

• while 
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while it allayed the thirft, excited the fuperftitious e H ^ 
confidence, of the Romans. The next morning, XJI 
fome of the neighbouring gardens were pillaged; 
and Belifarius, after chaftifing the offenders, em- 
braced the flight occafion, but the deciuve moment, 
of inculcating the maxims of juftice, moderation, 
and genuine policy. “ When I firft accepted the 
“ commiflion of fubduing Africa , I depended 
“ much lefs,” faid the general, “ on the numbers, 

“ or even the bravery , of my troops , than upon. 

£ ‘ the friendly difpofition of the natives , and 
“ their immortal hatred to the Vandals. Y011 
“ alone can deprive me of this hope : if yon. 

“ continue to extort by rapine what might be 
“ purchafed for a little money, fuch acts of 
“ violence will reconcile thefe implacable ene- 
“ mies , and unite them in a juft and holy league: 

“ againft the invaders of their country.” Thefe 
exhortations were enforced by a rigid difcipliuej 
of which the foldiers themfelves foon felt and 
praifed the faJutary effedts. The inhabitants , 
inftead of defcrting their houfes, of hiding their 
corn, fupplied the Romans with a fair and liberal 
market : the civil officers of the province con- 
tinued to exercife their (undtions in the name of 
Juftinian; and the clergy, from motives of con- 
fcience and intereft affiduoufly laboured to pro- 
mote the caufe of a Catholic emperor, 1 he final! 
town of Sullecte I7 , one day's journey from the 
camp, had the honour of being foremoft to open 
her gates , and to refume her ancient allegiance > 

Vol. VII. '• L 
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the larger cities of Leptis and Adrumetum imit- 
ated the example of loyalty as foon as Belifa- 
rius appeared ; and he advanced without eppofi- 
tion as far as GrafTe, a palace of the Vandal 
kings, at the diftance of fifty miles from Car- 
thage. The weary Romans indulged themfelves 
in the refrefhment of fliady groves, cool fount- 
ains, and delicious fruits; and the preference 
which Procopius allows to thefe gardens over 
any that he had feen, either in the Eaft or Weft, 
may be aferibed either to the tafte or the fatigue 
of the hiftorian. In three generations, profperity 
and a warm climate had diffolved the hardy vir- 
tue of the Vandals, who infenfibly became the 
rooft luxurious of mankind. In their villas and 
gardens, which might deferve the Perfian name of 
paradife they enjoyed a cool and elegant repofe; 
and, after the daily ufe of the bath, the Barba- 
rians were feated at a table profufely fpread with 
the delicacies of the land and fea. Their filken 
robes , loofely flowing after the fafhion of the 
Mcdcs, were embroidered with gold : love and 
hunting were the labours of their life, and their 
vacant hours were amufed by pantomimes, 
chariot- races, and the mufic and dances of the 
theatre. 

In a march of ten or twelve days, the vigilance of 
Belifarius was conftantly awake and active againft 
hisunfeen enemies, by whom in everyplace, and 
at every hour, he might beTuddcnly attacked. An 
officer of confidence and merit, John the Armenian , 
led the vanguard of three hundred horfe; fix hundred 
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MafiagetJe covered at a certain diftance the left cha.p. 
flank 5 and the whole fleet, fleering along the xli. 
coaft , feldom loft fight of the army , which 
moved each day about twelve miles, and lodged 
in the evening in ftrong camps, or in friendly 
towns. The near approach of the Romans to 
Carthage filled the mind of Geiimer with anxiety 
and terror. He prudently wifhed to protract the 
war till his brother , with his veteran troops , 
fhould return from the conquefts of Sardinia; 
and he now lamented the rafh . policy of his 
anceftors, who, by deftroying the fortifications 
of Africa , had left him only the dangerous 
refource of rifking a battle in the neighbourhood 
of his capital. The Vandal conquerors , from 
their original number of fifty thoufand, were 
multiplied, without including their women and 
children , to one hundred and fixty thoufand 
fighting men: and fuch forces , animated with 
valour and union, might have cfulhed , at their 
fir ft landing, the feeble and exhaufted bands of 
the Roman general. But the friends of the captive 
king were more inclined to accept the invitations, 
than to refill the progrefs , of Belifarius ; and 
many a proud Barbarian difguifed his averfion 
to war under the more fpecious name of his 
hatred to the ufurper. Yet the authority and 
promifes of Geiimer collected a formidable army, 
and his plans were concerted with fome degree 
of military fkill. An order was difpatched to his 
brother Ammatas, to collecft all the forces of 
Carthage, and to encounter the Van of the Roman 
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chap, army at the diftance of ten miles from the city: 
XLi. his nephew Gibamund, with two thoufand horfe, 
was deftined to attack their left , when the 
monarch himfelf , who filently followed , fbould 
charge their rear, in a fituation which excluded 
them from the aid or even the view of their fleet. 
But the ralhnefs of Ammatas was fatal to himfelf 
and his country. He anticipated the hour of the 
attack, outflripped his tardy followers, and was 
pierced with a mortal wound , after he had flain 
with his own hand twelve of his boldeft antagon- 
ifts. His Vandals fled to Carthage; the highway^ 
almoft ten miles, was ftrewed with dead bodies; 
and it feemed incredible that fuch multitudes 
could be flaughtered by the fwords of three 
hundred Romans. The nephew of Gelimer was 
defeated afer a flight combat by the fix hundred 
IVlaffagetse : they did not equal the third part of 
his numbers ; but each Scythian was fired by the 
example of his chief, who glorioufly exercifed 
the privilege of his family, by riding foremofl 
and alone to fhoot the firft arrow againft the 
enemy. In the mean while, Gelimer himfelf, 
ignorant' of the event, and mifguided by the 
windings of the hills, inadvertently patted the 
Roman army, and reached the feene of adion 
where Ammatas had fallen. He wept the fate of 
his brother and of Carthage, charged with irre- 
fiftible fury [the advaricing fquadrons, and might 
have purfued, and perhaps decided the.vidory, 
if he had not wafted thofe ineftimable moments 
in the difeharge of a vain, though pious, duty 
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to the dead. While his fpirit was broken by this chap. 
mournful office , he heard the trumpet of Belifari- xn. 
us, who, leaving Antonina and his infantry in the 
camp, prefled forwards with his guards and the 
remainder of the cavalry to rally his flying troops, 
and to reftore the fortune of the day. Much room 
could not be found in this diforderly battle for 
the talents of a general : but the king fled before 
the hero; and the Vandals, accuftomed only to a 
Mooriffi enemy, were inca'pable of withftanding 
the arms and difcipline of the Romans. Gelimer 
retired with hafty Heps towards the defert ofNu- 
midia ; but he had foon the confolation of learn- 
ing that his private orders for the execution of 
Hilderic and his captive friends had been faith- 
fully obeyed. The tyrant’s revenge was ufeful 
only to his enemies.' The death of a lawful prince 
excited the compaflion of his people; his life 
might have perplexed the vidorious Romans ; and 
the lieutenant of Juftinian , by a crime of which 
he was innocent, was relieved from the painful 
alternative of forfeiting his honour or relin- 
quifhing his conquefts. 

As foon as the tumult had fubfided, the feve- Ke.iuaion of 
ral parts of t|ie army informed each other of the Cartl,; >s e . 
accidents of the day; and Belifarius pitched his sept, i^*’ 
camp on the field of vidory, to which the tenth 
mileftone from Carthage had applied the Latin 
appellation of decimus. From a wife fufpicion of 
the ftratagems and refources of the Vandals, he 
marched the next day in order of battle, halted 
in the evening before the gates of Carthage* 
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chap, and allowed a night of repofe , that he might 
xli. not, in darknefs and diforder, expofe the city to 
the licence of the foldiers, or the foldiers them- 
felves to the fecret ambufh of the city. But as the 
fears of Belifarius were the refult of calm and 
intrepid reafon, he was foon fatisfied that he 
might confide, without danger, in the peaceful 
.and friendly afpeCt of the capital. Carthage blazed 
with innumerable torches, the fignals of the pub- 
lic joy; the chain was removed that guarded 
the entrance of the port; the gates were thrown 
open, and the people, with acclamations of gra- 
titude , hailed and invited their Roman deliver- 
ers. The defeat of the Vandals, and the free- 
dom of Africa, were announced to the city on 
the eve of Sr. Cyprian, when the churches were 
already adorned and illuminated for the feftival 
of the martyr, whom thre$ centuries of fuperfti- 
tion had almoft raifed to a local deity. The 
Arians , confcious that their reign had expired, 
refigned the temple to the Catholics, who refeued 
their faint from profane hands, performed the 
holy rites , and loudly proclaimed the creed of 
/ Athanafius and Juftinian. One awful hour reverf- 
ed the fortunes of the contending parties. The 
fnppliant Vandals, who had fo lately indulged 
the vices of conquerors, fought an humble re- 
fuge in the fanctuary of the church ; while the 
merchants of the Eaft were delivered from the 
deepell dungeon of the palace by their affrighted 
keeper, who implored the protection of his cap- 
tives, and Ihewed them through an aperture in 
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the wall , the fails of the Roman fleet. After chat* 
their reparation from the army, the naval com- xu. 
manders had proceeded with flow caution along 
the coaft, till they reached the Hermaean pro- 
montory, and obtained the firft intelligence of 
the victory of Belifarius. Faithful to his inftruc* 
tions , they would have call anchor about twenty 
miles from Carthage, if the more fkilful feamen 
had not reprefented the perils of the Ihore, and 
the figns of an impending temped. Still ignorant 
of the revolution, they declined, however, the 
rail) attempt of forcing the chain of the port; and 
the adjacent harbour and fuburb of Mendracium 
were infulted only by the rapine of a private 
officer who difobeyed and deferted his leaders. 

But the Imperial fleet, advancing with a fair 
wind, fleered through the narrow entrance of 
the Goletta ; and occupied in the deep and capa- 
cious lake of Tunis >a fecure ftation about five 
miles from the capital No fooner was Be- 
lifarius informed of their arrival, than he dif- 
patched orders , that the greateft part of the 
mariners fhould be immediately landed to join 
the triumph, and to fwcll the apparent numbers 
of the Romans. Before he allowed them to enter 
the gates of Carthage , he exhorted them , in a 
difeourfe worthy of himfelf and the occafion, not 
to difgrace the glory of their arms; and to re- 
member that the Vandals had been the tyrants , 
but that they were the deliverers of the Africans, 
who rauft now be refpe&ed as the voluntary and 
affe&ioqate fubjetffs of their common fovereign, 
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g h a p, r The Romans marched through the ftreets in clofe 
Xil- ranks, prepared for battle if an enemy had ap- 
peared ; the ftrid order maintained by the gene- 
ral imprinted on their minds the duty of obe- 
dience; and in an age in which cuftora and impu- 
nity almoft fandified the abufe of conqueft, the 
genius of one man repreffed the paflions of a vic- 
torious army. The voice of menace and com- 
plaint was filent; the trade of Carthage was not 
interrupted; while Africa changed her mafter and 
her government, the {hops continued open and 
bufy; and the foldiers , after fufficient guards had 
been ported, modeftly departed to the houfes 
-which were allotted for their reception. Belifa- 
iius fixed his refidence in the palace; feated him- 
felf on the throne of Genferic; accepted and dif- 
tributed the Barbaric fpoil ; granted their lives 
to the fuppliant Vandals; and laboured to repair 
the damage which the fuburb of Mandracium had 
fuftained in the preceding night. At fupper he 
entertained his principal officers with the form 
and. magnificence of a royal banquet *\ The vic- 
tor was refpedtfully ferved by the captive officers 
of the houfehold ; and in the moments of feftivi- 
ty, when the impartial fpedators applauded the 
fortune and merit of Belifarius, his envious flat- 
terers fecretly fhed their venom on every word 
aud gerture which might alarm the fxifpicions of 
a jealous monarch. One day was given to thefe 
pompous fcencs, which may not be defpifed as 
ufclefs if they attracted the popular veneration; 
buf the active mind of Belifarius, which in the 
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pride of vidtory could fuppofe a defeat, had al- c h a p, 
ready refolved, that the Roman empire in Africa kit. 
fhould not depend on the chance of arms, or the 
favour of the people. The fortifications of Car- 
thage had alone been exempted from the general 
profcription ; but in the reign of ninety-five years 
they were fuffered to decay by. the thoughtlefs 
and indolent Vandals. A wifer conqueror rcftored 
with incredible difpatch the walls and ditches of 
the city. His liberality encouraged the workmen; 
the fojdiers, the mariners, and the citizens, vied 
with each other in the falutary labour; and Ge- 
limer, who had feared to truft his perfon in an 
open town beheld with aflonifhment and defpair 
the rifing flrength of an impregnable fortrefs. 

That unfortunate monarch , after the lofs of his Final defeat 
capital, applied himfelf to colledt the remains of 
an army feattered, rather than deftroyed, by the vandals, 
precedirg battle; and the hopes of pillage attradl- 
ed form Moorifh bands to the ftandard of Geli- 
mer. Tie encamped in the fields of Bulla, four 
days journey from Carthage ; infulted the capital, 
which le deprived of the ufe of an aqueduct; 
propofec an high reward for the head of every 
Roman ; affedted to fpare the perfons and pro- 
perty of his African fubjedts, and fecretly nego- 
ciated vith the Arian fedtarics and the confede- 
rate Huns. Under thefe circumftanccs , the con- 
queft of Sardinia ferved only to aggravate his 
diftref: : he refledted with the deepeft anguifii, 
that hthad wafted, in that ufelefs enterprife, five 
thonfaid of his braveft troops; and he read, with. 
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ch fl, P. grief and lhame, the victorious letters of his bro- 
Kti. ther Zano, who exprelfed a fanguine confidence 
that the king, after the example of their ancef- 
tors , had already chaftifed the rafhnefs of the 
Roman invader. “Alas! my brother,” replied 
Gelimer, “ Heaven has declared againft our un- 
“ happy nation. While you have fubdued Sar- 
“ dinia, we have loft . Africa. No fooner did 
“ Belifarius appear with a handful ot foldiers, 
“ than courage and profperity deferted the caufe 
“ of the Vandals. Your nephew Gibamund, your 
“ brother Ammatas, have been betrayed to death 
“ by the cowardice of their followers. Ourhorf- 
* es, our fliips, Carthage itfelf, and aL Africa, are 
“ in the power of the enemy. Yet the Vandals ftill 
“ prefer an ignominious repol’e, at the expence of 
“ their wives and children, their wealthand liberty. 
“ Nothing now remains, except the field of Bul- 
“ la, and the hope of your valouf. A.bandou 
“ Sardinia; fly to our relief; reftore our empire, 
“ or perifh by our fide.” On the receipt of this 
epiftle , Zano imparted his grief to the principal 
Vandals ; but the intelligence was prudently, con- 
cealed from the natives of the ifland. Tie troops 
embarked in one. hundred and twenty, ^allies at 
the port of Cagliari, caft anchor the tlird day 
on the confines of Mauritania, and baldly' pur- 
fued their march to join the royal ftandarA in the 
camp of Bulla. Mournful was the interview : 
the two brothers embraced; they wept in ilence; 
■no queftions were afked of the Sardinian vetory; 
no enquiries were made of the Ah'ican msfortu- 
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nes : they faw before their eyes the whole extent 
of their calamities; and the abfcnce of their wives 
and children afforded a melancholy proof, that 
either death or captivity had been their lot. The 
languid fpirit of the Vandals was at length awaken- 
ed and united by the entreaties of their king, 
the example of Zano , and the inftant danger 
which threatened their monarchy and religion. 
The military flrength of the nation advanced to 
battle; and fuch was the rapid increafe, that be- 
fore their army reached Tricameron, about twen- 
ty miles from Carthage , they might boaft , per- 
haps with fome exaggeration, that they furpaf* 
fed, in a tenfold proportion, the diminutive pow- 
ers of the Romans. But thefe powers were un- 
der the command of Belifarius; and, as he was 
confcious of their fuperior merit, he permitted 
the Barbarians to furprife him at an unfeafonable 
hour. The Romans were inllantly under arms: 
a rivulet covered their front; the cavalry formed 
the firft line , which Belifarius fupported in the 
center, at the head of five hundred guards; the 
infantry, at fome diftance, was polled in the fe- 
cond line; and the vigilance of the general watch- 
ed the feparate llation and ambiguous faith of 
the Mafiagetae, who fecretly referved their aid 
for the conquerors. The hiftorian has inferted, 
and the reader may eafily fupply, the fpeeches :I of 
the commanders, who, by arguments the moll ap- 
pofite to their fituation , . inculcated the import- 
ance of victory and the contempt of life. Zano, 
with the troops which had followed him to the 
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chap, conqueft of Sardinia, was placed in the center; 
xli. and the throne of Genferic might have flood, if 
the multitude of Vandals had imitated their in- 
trepid refolution. Calling away their lances and 
miffile weapons, they drew their fwords, and 
expedted the charge : the Roman cavalry thrice 
paffed the rivulet; they were thrice repulfed; and 
the conflict was firmly maintained , till Zano fell, 
and the flandard of Belifarius was difplayed. Ge- 
limer retreated to his camp ; the Huns joined the 
purfuit; and the victors defpoiled the bodies of 
the (lain. Yet no more than fifty Romans , and 
eight hundred Vandals, were found on the field 
of battle; fo inconfiderable was the carnage of 
a day, which extinguifhed a nation, and trans- 
ferred the empire of Africa. In the evening, 
Belifarius led his infantry to the attack of the 
camp ; and the pufillanimous flight of Geli- 
mer expofed the vaniy of his recent declara- 
tions, that, to the vanquished , death was 
a relief, life a burthen, and infamy the only ob- 
jedl of terror. His departure was Secret; but as 
foon as the Vandals difcovered that their king had 
deferted them , they haftily difperfed, anxious 
only for their perfonal fafety , and carelefs of every 
objedt that is dear or valuable to mankind. The 
Romans entered the camp without refiflance; and 
the wildeft fcenes of diforder were veiled in the 
darknefs and confufion of the night. Every Bar- 
barian who met their fwprds was inhumanly maf- 
facred ; their widows and daughters, as rich heirs, 
or beautiful concubines, tyere embraced by the 
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licentious foldiers ; and avarice itfelf was almofl 
fatiated with the treafures of gold and filver, the 
accumulated fruits of conqueft or ceconomy in a 
long period of profperity and peace. In this 
frantic fearch, the troops even of Belifarius for- 
got their caution and refpect. Intoxicated with 
luft and rapine, they explored in fmall parties, 
or alone, the adjacent fields, the woods, the 
rocks, and the caverns , that might poffibly con- 
ceal any defirable prize : laden with booty, they 
deferted their ranks, and wandered, without a 
guide , on the high-road to Carthage ; and if the 
flying enemies had dared to return, very few of 
the conquerors would have efcaped. Deeply fen-' 
fible of the difgrace and danger , Belifarius palled 
an apprehenfive night on the field of victory; at 
the dawn of day, he planted his ftandard on a 
hill, recalled his guards and veterans, and gra- 
dually reftored the modefty and obedience of the 
camp. It was equally the concern of the Roman 
general to ftibdue the hoftile, and to fave the 
proftrate Barbarian: and the fuppliant Vandals, 
who could be found only in churches, were pro- 
tected by his authority, difarmed, and feparately 
confined , that they might'neither dillurb the public 
peace, nor become the victims of popular revenge. 
After difpatching a light detachment to tread the 
footfteps of Gelimer, he advanced with his whole 
army, about ten days march, as far as Hippo 
Regius, which no longer polfelfed the relics of 
St. Auguftin **. The feafon , and the certain in- 
telligence that the Vandal had fled to the inao 
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ceflible country of t/ie Moors, determined Be! i- 
farius to relinquilh the vain purfuit, and to fix 
his winter-quarters at Carthage. From thence he 
difpatchcd his principal lieutenant, to inform the 
emperor, that, in the fpace of three months, he 
had atchieved the conqueft of Africa. 

Belifarius fpoke the language of truth. The fur- 
viving Vandals yielded, without refiftance, their 
arms and their freedom: the neighbourhood of 
Carthage fubmitted to his prefence; and the more 
diftant provinces were fuccelnvely fubdued by 
the report of his victory. Tripoli was confirmed 
in her voluntary allegiance; Sardinia and Corfica 
furrendered to an officer, who carried, inftead 
of a fword , the head of the valiant Zano; and 
the ifies of Majorca, Minorca, and Yvica, con- 
fented to remain an humble appendage of the 
African kingdom. Cxfarea, a royal city, which 
in loofer geography may be confounded with the 
modern Algiers, was fituate thirty days march 
to the weflward of Carthage: by land, the road 
was infefted by the Moors; but the fea was open, 
and the Romans were now matters of the fea. 
An active and difereet tribune failed as far as the 
Streights, where he occupied Septcm or Ceuta 1 ’, 
which rifes oppofite to Gibraltar on the African 
coaft: that remote place was afterwards adorned 
and fortified by Jultinian; and he feems to have 
indulged the vain ambition of extending his em- 
pire to the columns of Hercules. He received the 
meffengers of victory at the time when he was 
preparing to publifii the pandects of the Roman 
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law; and the devout or jealous emperor celebrat- 
ed the divine goodnefs, and confefied , in fi- 
lence, the merit of his fuccefsful general *\ Impa- 
tient to abolifli the temporal and fpiritual tyranny 
of the Vandals, he proceeded, without delay, to 
the full eftablifhment of the Catholic church. Her 
jurifdi&ion, wealth, and immunities, perhaps the 
moft cffential part of epifcopal religion, were re- 
ftored and amplified with a liberal hand ; the Arian 
worfhip was fupprefied ; the Donatift meetings 
were profcribed **; and the fynod of Carthage, 
by the voice of two hundred and feventeen 
bifhops **, applauded the juft meafure of pious 
retaliation. On fuch an occafion, it may not be 
prefumed, that many orthodox prelates were ab- 
fent; but the comparative fmallnefs of their num- 
ber, which in ancient councils had been twice or 
even thrice multiplied, moft clearly indicates the 
decay both of the church and ftate. While Jufti- 
nian approved himfclf the defender of the faith, 
be entertained an ambitious hope , that his victori- 
ous lieutenant would fpeedily enlarge the narrow 
limits of his dominion to the fpace which they 
occupied before the invafion cf the Moors and Van- 
dals; and Belifarius was' inftructed to eftablifh 
five dukes or commanders in the convenient ftations 
of Tripoli, Leptis, Cirta, C.efarea, and Sardinia, and 
to compute the military force of palatines or bord- 
erers that might be fufficient for the defence of 
Africa. The kingdom of the Vandals was not 
unworthy of the prefence of a Praetorian pnefeft ; 
and four co-nfulars, three prefidents, were appoint- 
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ed to admipifter the feven provinces under his 
civil jurifdiCtion. The number of their fubordi- 
ftate officers , clerks, meffengers , or affiftants, was 
minutely exprefled; three hundred and ninety-fix 
for the prxfedl himfelf , fifty for eacfi of his vice- 
gerents ; and the rigid definition of their fees 
and falaries was more effectual to confirm the right, 
than to prevent the abufer Thefe magiftrates 
might be oppreffive, but they were not idle: 
and the fubtle queftions of jullice and revenue 
were infinitely propagated under the new govern- 
ment, which profeffed to revive the freedom and 
equity of the Roman republic. The conqueror 
was folicitous to extraCl a prompt and plentiful 
fupply from his African fubjects; and he allowed 
them to claim, even in the third degree, and 
from the collateral line , the houfes and lands of 
which their families had been unjuftly defpoiled 
by the Vandals. After the departure of Behfa- 
rius, who aCted by an high and fpecial commif- 
fion , no ordinary provifion was made for a mal- 
ter-general of the forces : but the office of Praeto- 
rian prefect was intruded to a foldier; the civil 
and military powers were united, according to 
the practice of Juftinian, in the chief governor; 
and the reprefen tative of the emperor in Africa 
as well as in Italy, was foon diftinguiflied by the 
appellation of Exarch 17 . 

Yet the conqueft of Africa was imperfeCt, till 
her former fovereign was delivered, either alive or 
dead , into the hands of the Romans. Doubtful 
of the event, Gelimer had given feerct orders 

that 
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. . ’ ' » 
that a part, of his treafure fllould be tranfported chap. 

to Spain, where he hoped to find a fecure refuge xli.. 
at the court of the king of the Vifigoths. But 
thefe intentions were difappointed by accident, 
treachery, and the indefatigable purfuit of his 
enemies , who intercepted his flight from the fea- 
fhore , and chaced the unfortunate monarch , with 
fome faithful followers, to the inaccelfible moun- 
tain of Papua *' , in the inland country of Numb 
dia. He was immediately belieged by Pharas , 
an officer whofe truth and fobriety were the more 
applauded , as fucli qualities could be feldom 
found among the Heruli , the moft corrupt of 
the Barbarian tribes. To his vigilance Belifarius 
had entrufted this important charge; and, after a 
bold attempt to fcale the mountain , in which he 
loft; an hundred and ten foldiers, Pharas expect- 
ed, during a winter fiege, the operation of dif- 
trefs and famine on the mind of the Vandal king. 

From the fofteft habits of p’eafure, from the un- 
bounded command of induftry and wealth , he 
was reduced to fliare the poverty of the Moors 1 *, 
fupportable only to themfelvcs by their ignorance 
of a happier condition. In their rude hovels, of 
mud and hurdles, which confined the fmoke and 
excluded the light, they promifcuoufly flept on 
the ground , perhaps on a flieep-fkin, with their 
wives, their children, and their cattle. Sordid and 
fcanty were their garments; the ufe of bread and 
wine was unknown; and their oaten or barley cakes, 
imperfectly baked in the afhes, were devoured 
almoft in a crude ftate by the hungry lavage#* 

. Vol. VII. M 
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£ H A F, The health of Gelimer mud have funk under 
sai, thefe ftrange and unwonted hardlhips, from what* 
foever caufe they had been endured ; but his actual 
mifery was embittered by the recollection of paft 
greatnefs , the daily infolence of his protestors , 
and the juft apprehenfion , that the light and ve- 
nal Moors might be tempted to betray the rights 
of hofpitality. The knowledge of his fituationdic- 
tated the humane and friendly epiftle of Pharas. 
u Like yourfelf, ” faid the chief of the Heruli, 
<£ 1 am an illiterate Barbarian , but I fpeak the lan- 
guagc of plain fenfe, and an honeft heart. 
<s Why will you perfift in hopelefs obftinacy ? 
“ Why will you ruin yourfelf, your family, and 
“ nation ? The love of freedom and abhorrence 
of flavery ? Alas! my dearcft Gelimer, are 
■ / <c you not already the worft of flaves , the Have 

u of the vile nation of the Moors? Would it 
* not be preferable' to fuftain at Conftantinoplc a 
tc life of poverty and fervitude , rather than, to 
“ reign the undoubted monarch of the mountain 
<c of Papua ? Do you think it a difgrace to be 
“ the fubjeSt of Juftinian ? Belifarius is his fub* 
£C jecl; and we ourfelves, whofe birth is not in- 
“ ferior to your own ? are not afliamed of our 
u obedience to the Roman emperor. That gene- 
* c rous prince will grant you a rich inheritance of 
<c lands, a place in the fenate, and the dignity 
£ ‘ of Patrician : fuch are his gracious intentions , 
“ and you may depend with full aflurance on the 
“ word of Belifarius. So long as heaven has con* 
demned us to fuller , patience is a virtue; but 
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“ if we rejedt the proffered deliverance, itdegetle- chap. 
“ rates into blind and ftupid defpair. ” sc I am xu. 

“ not infeafible, ” replied the king of the Van* 
dais, ” how kind and rational is your advice. . r 
“ But I cannot perfuade myfelf to become the 
<c have of an unjuft enemy, who has deferved 
cc my implacable hatred. Him I had never injured 
“ either by word or deed : yet he has fent againft 
“ me, I know not from whence, a certain Belifa- 
“ rius, who has caft me headlong from the 
“ throne into this abyfs of mifery. Juftinian is a 
“ man ; he is a prince ; does he not dread for 
“ himfelf a fimilar reverfe of fortune ? I can 
tc write no more: my grief oppreffes me. Send 
ct me, I befeeclryou , my dear Pharas, fend me, 
a lyre ’* , a fpunge , and a loaf of bread. 

From the Vandal melfenger, Pharas was inform- 
ed of the motives of this fingular requeft. It 
was long fince the king of Africa had tafted bread; 
a defluxion had fallen on his eyes, the effed of 
fatigue or inceffant weeping ; and he wilhed to 
folace the melancholy hours, by Tinging to the 
lyre the fad ftory of his own misfortunes. The 
humanity of Pharas was moved; he fent the three 
extraordinary gifts; but even his humanity prompt- 
ed him to redouble the vigilance of his guard, 
that he might fooner compel his prifoner to em- 
brace a refolutlon advantageous to the Romans, 
but falutary to himfelf. The obftinacy of Geli- 
mer at length yielded to reafon and neCeffity; 
the folemn affurances of fafety and honourable 
treatment were ratified in the emperor’s name, 
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chap, by the ambaffador of Belifarius ; and the king of 
xli. the Vandals defcended from the mountain. The 
firlt public interview was in one of the fuburbs 
of Carthage ; and when the royal captive accofl- 
ed his conqueror, he burlt into a fit of laugh- 


Return and 
triumph of 
Btliferius , 

A. U. S34f 
Autumn. 

patches malicioufly affirmed, that the conqueror 
of Africa, ftrongin his reputation and the public 
love, confpired to feat himfelf on the throne of 
the Vandals. Juftinian lillened with too patient 
an ear ; and his filence was the refult of jealoufy 
rather than of confidence. An honourable alter- 
native, of remaining in the province, or of re- 
turning to the capital, was indeed fubmitted to 
the difcretion of Belifarius; but he wifely con- 
cluded from intercepted letters, and the know- 
ledge of his fovereign’s temper, that he muff either 
refign his head, ercdt his ftandard , or confound 
his enemies by his prefence and fubmiffion. In- 
nocence and courage decided his choice : his 

guards, captives, and treafures, were diligently 
embarked; and fo profperous was the navigation, 
that his arrival at Conftantinople preceded any 
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ter. The crowd might naturally believe, that 
extreme grief had deprived Gelimer of his fen- 
fes ; but in this mournful (fate , unfeafonable mirth 
infinuated to more intelligent obfervers , that the 
vain and tranfitory fcenes of human greatnefs are 
unworthy of a ferious thought 

Their contempt was foon juftified by a new 
example of a vulgar truth ; that flattery adheres 
to power, and envy to fupoiior merit. The 
chiefs of the Roman army prefumed to think them- 
felves the rivals of an hero. Their private dif- 
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eertaln account of his departure from the port of c h a r. 
Carthage. Such untufpedting loyalty removed xti. 
the apprehenfions of Juftinian: envy was filenced 
and inflamed by the public gratitude; and the 
third Africanus obtained the honours of a triumph, 
a ceremony which the city of Conftantine had ne- 
ver ftfen , and which ancient Rome, fince the reign 
of Tiberius , had referved for the aufpidous arms 
of the Csefars From the palace of Betifarius, 
the proccffion was conducted through the princi- 
pal ftreets to the hippodrome; and this memorable 
day feemed to avenge the injuries of Genfcric, 
and to expiate the fhame of the Romans. The 
wealth of nations was difplayed, the trophies of 
martial or effeminate luxury: rich armour, gold- 
en thrones , and the chariots of Rate which had 
been ufedby the Vandal queen; the maffy furni- 
ture of the royal banquet, the fplendour of precious 
flones, the elegant forms of ftatues and vafes, the 
more fubftantial treafure of gold , and the holy.vef- 
fels of the Jewifh temple , which , after their long 
peregrination , were refpedtfully depofited in the 
Chriflian church of Jerufalem. A long train of 
the nobleft Vandals reluctantly cxpofed their lofty 
flature and manly countenance. Gelimer flowly 
advanced : he was clad in a purple robe, and ftill 
maintained the majefty of a king. Not a tear 
efcaped from his eyes , not a figh was heard ; but 
his pride or piety derived fome fecret confolation 
from the words of Solomon JJ , which he repeat- 
edly pronounced VANITY ! VANITY! ALL IS VA- 
NITY ! Inftcad of afcending a triumphal car drawn 
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by four horfes or elephants, the modeft conqueror 
marched on foot at the head of his brave com- 
panions: his prudence might decline an honour 
too confpicuous for a fubjeCt ; and his magnani- 
mity might juftly difdain what had been fo often 
fullied by the vileH of tyrants. The glorious pro- 
cellion entered the gate of the hippodrome; was 
fainted by the acclamations of* the fenate and peo- 
ple; and halted before the throne where Juftinian 
and Theodora were feated to receive the homage 
of the captive monarch and the victorious hero. 
They both performed the cuffomary adoration ; 
and falling profirate on the ground , refpe&fully 
touched the footffool of a prince who had not 
unfheathed his fword, and of a proftitute, who had 
danced on the theatre : fome gentle violence was 
ufed to bend the llubborn fpirit of the grandfon 
of Genferic ; and however trained to fervitude 1 , 
the genius of Belifarius m u ft have fecretly rebel- 
led. He was immediately declared conful for the 
enfuing year , arid the day of his inauguration 
Tefembled the pomp of a fecond triumph : his cu- 
rule chair was borne aloft on the fhoulders of 
captive Vandals; and the fpoils of war, gold 
cups , and rich girdles , were profufely feattered 
among the populace. 

But the pureft reward of Belifarius was in the 
faithful execution of a treaty for which his honour . 
had been pledged to the king of the Vandals, 
The religious fcruples ofGelimer, who adhered 
to the Arian herefy , were incompatible with the 
dignity of fenator or patrician : but be received 
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from the emperor an ample edate in the province 
of Galatia, where the abdicated monarch retired 
with his family and friends, to a life of peace, 
of affluence , and perhaps of content s \ The 
daughters of Hilderic were entertained with the 
refpedtful tendernefs due to their age and mis- 
fortune, and Judinian and Theodora accepted the 
honour of educating and enriching the female de- 
feendants of the great Theodofius. The braved 
of the Vandal youth were didributed into fiva 
fquadrons of cavalry , which adopted the name 
of their benefactor , and fupported in the Pcrfian 
wars the glory of their ancedors. But thefe rare 
exceptions, the reward of birth or valour, are 
infufficient to explain the fate of a nation, whofe 
numbers , before a Ihort and bloodlefs war , amount- . 
cd to more than fix hundred thoufand perfons. 
After the exile of their king and nobles , the fer- 
vile crowd might purchafe their fafety , by abjur- 
ing their charadter, religion, and language; and 
their degenerate poderity would be infenfibly 
mingled with the common herd of African fub- 
jedts. Yet even in the prefent age, and in the 
heart of the Moorifh tribes, a curious traveller has 
difeovered the white complexion and long flaxen 
hair of a northern race 11 ; and it was formerly 
believed , that the bolded; of the Vandals fled 
beyond the power, or even the knowledge, of 
the Romans, to enjoy their folitary freedom on 
the fliores of the Atlantic Ocean **. Africa had 
beci) their empire, it became their prifon; nor 
qOuld they entertain an hope , or even a wifli , of 
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returning to the banks of the Eibe , where their breth- 
ren of a fpirit lefs adventurous , ftill wandered in. 
their native forefts. It was impoflible for cowards to 
furmount the barriers of unknown feas and hoftile 
Barbarians : it was impoflible for brave men to 
expofe their nakednefs and defeat before the eyes 
of their countrymen , to defcribe the kingdoms 
which they had loft, and to claim a Chare of the 
humble inheritance, which, in a happier hour, 
they had almoft unanimoufly renounced 17 . In 
the country between the Elbe and the Oder , 
feveral populous villages of Lufatia are inhabited 
by the Vandals: they ftill preferve their language, 
their cuftoms ; and the purity of their blood; fup- 
port with fome impatience, the Saxon, or Pruf- 
fian yoke; and ferve with fecret and voluntary- 
allegiance, the defcendant of their ancient kings, 
who in his garb and prefent fortune is confounded 
with the meaneft of his vaffals **. The name and 
fituation of this unhappy people might indicate 
their defcent from one common flock with the 
conquerors of Africa.' But the ufe of a Sclavon- 
ian dialect more clearly reprefents them as the 
Iaft remnant of the new colonies, who fucceeded 
to the genuine Vandals, already fcattered or de- 
ftroycd in the age of Procopius J *. 

IfBelifarius had been tempted to hefitate in his 
allegiance, he might have urged, even againft the 
emperor himfelf , the indifpenfable duty of faving 
Africa from an enemy more barbarous than the 
Vandals. Th.e origin of the Moors is involved in 
darknefs ; they were, ignorant of the ufe of letters 4 ’. 
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Their limits cannot be precifely defined: a 

boundlefs continent was open to the Libyan 
fliepherds ; the change of feafons and paftures re- 
gulated their motions; and their rude huts and 
flender furniture were tranfported with the fame 
eafe as their arms , their families , and their 
cattle, which confifted of fheep, oxen, and ca- 
mels 4 \ During the vigour of the Roman power, 
they obferved a refpe<dful diftance from Carthage 
and the fea-fhore; under the feeble reign of the 
Vandals , they invaded the cities of Numidia, 
occupied the fca-coaft from Tangier to Caefarea, 
and pitched their camps, with impunity, in the 
fertile province of Byzacium. The formidable 
ftrcngth and artful condudt of Belifarius fecured 
the Neutrality of the Moorifh princes, whofe va- 
nity afpired to receive , in the emperor’s name , 
the enfigns of their regal dignity 4 \ They were 
aftonifhed by the rapid event, and trembled in 
the prefence of their conqueror. But his approach- 
ing departure foon relieved the apprehenfions of a 
favage and fuperftitious people ; the number of 
their wives allowed them to difregard the fafety 
of their infant hoftages; and when the Roman 
general hoifted fail in the port of Carthage, he 
heard the cries, and almolt beheld the flames, 
of the • defolated province. Yet he perfifted in 
his refolution ; and leaving only a part of- his 
guards to reinforce the feeble garrifons , he en- 
trufted the command of Africa to the eunuch 
Solomon who proved himfelf not unworthy 
to be the fucceflbr of Belifarius. In the firft 
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invafion , fome detachments , with two officers 
of merit, were furprifed and intercepted; but 
Solomon fpeedily aflembled his troops , marched 
from Carthage into the heart of the country , 
and in two great battles deftroyed fixty thoufand 
of the Barbarians. The IVIoors depended on 
their multitude , their fwiftnefs, and their inac- 
ceflible mountains; and the afpedt and fmell of 
their camels are faid to have produced fome con- 
fufion in the Roman cavalry <t . But as foon as 
they were commanded todifmount, they derided 
this contemptible obftacle: as foon as the columns 
afcended the hills , the naked and diforderly 
crowd was dazzled by glittering arms and regular 
evolutions ; and the menace of their female 
prophets was repeatedly fulfilled , that the Moors 
fhould be difcomfited by a beardlcfs antagonift. 
The victorious eunuch advanced thirteen days 
journey from Carthage, to befiege mount Au- 
rafius 4! , the citadel , and at the fame time the 
garden of Numidia. That range of hills, a branch 
of the great Atlas, contains within a circumfe- 
rence of one hundred and twenty miles , a rare 
variety of foil and climate ; the intermediate 
vallies and elevated -plains abound with rich 
paftures , perpetual ftreams , and fruits of a 
delicious taile and uncommon magnitude. This 
fair ' folitude is, decorated with the ruins of Lam- 
befa , a Roman city , once the feat of a legion , 
and the refidence of forty thoufand inhabitants. 
The Ionic temple of jEfculapius is encompalfed 
with Moorilh huts ; and the cattle po\v graze in 
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the midft of an amphitheatre , under the fhade 
of Corinthian columns. A fharp perpendicular 
rock rifes above the level of the mountain , 
where the African princes depofited their wives 
and treafure ; and a proverb is familiar to the 
Arabs, that the man may eat fire, who dares to 
attack the craggy cliffs and inhofpitable natives 
of mount Aurafius. This hardy cntcrprize was 
twice attempted by the eunuch Solomon : from 
the firft, he retreated with fome difgrace; and in 
the fecond , his patience and provifions were 
alrnoft exhaufted; and he mud again have retired, 
if he- had not yielded to the impetuous courage 
of his troops , who audacioufly fealed , to the 
aflonilhment of the Moors, the mountain, the 
hoftile camp, and the fummit of the Geminiau 
rock. A citadel was ere&ed to fecure this im- 
portant conqucft , and to remind the Barbarians 
of their defeat : and as Solomon purfued his 
march to the weft, the long- loft province of 
Mauritanian Sitifi was again annexed to the 
Roman empire. The Moorifh war continued 
feveral years after the departure of Belifai ius ; 
but the laurels which he refigned to a faithful 
lieutenant , may be juftly aferibed to his own 
triumph. 

The experience of paft faults , which may y { 
fometimes correcft the mature age of an indivi- lh 
dual , is feidom profitable to the fucceffive gene- 
rations of mankind. The nations of antiquity, 
carclefs of each other’s fafety , were feparatcly 
vanquilhed and enflaved by the Romans; This 
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chap, awful leffon might have inftrudted the Barbarians 
XU. of the Weft to oppofe , with timely counfels 
and confederate arms, the unbounded ambition 
of Juftinian. Yet the fame error was repeated, 
the fame confequences were felt, and the Goths, 
both of Italy and Spain , infenfible of their ap- 
proaching danger, beheld with indifference, and 
even with joy, the rapid downfal of the Vandals. 
After the failure of the royal line, Theudes', a 
valiant and powerful chief, afcended the throne 
of Spain , which he had formerly adminiftered in 
the name of Theodoric and his infant grandfon. 
Under his command , the Vifigoths befieged the 
fortrefs of Ceuta on the African coaft : but , 
while they fpent the fabbath-day in peace and 
devotion , the pious fecurity of their camp was 
invaded by a fally from the town ; and the king 
himfelf, with fome difficulty and danger, efcaped 
from the hands of a facrilegious enemy 4 *. It 
was not long before his pride and refentment 
were gratified by a fuppliant embaffy from the 
unfortunate Gelimer , who implored , in his 
diftrefs , the aid of the Spanifh monarch. But 
inftead of facrificing thefe unworthy paffions to 
the diiftates of generofity and prudence, Theudes 
amufed the ambafladors , till he was fecretly in- 
formed of the lofs of Carthage , and then dif- 
miffed them with obfcure and contemptuous 
advice , to feek in their native country a true 
ConquHtj of knowledge of the ftate of the Vandals 47 . The 
the Romans i on g continuance of the Italian war delayed the 
punifhment of the Vifigoths; and the eyes of 
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Theudes were clofed before they tailed the fruits chap. 
of his miftaken policy. After his death , the xu. 

fceptre of Spain was difputed by a civil war. a d. 

The weaker candidate folicited the protection of 5,0 s " 0 ' 

Juftinian, and ambitioufly fubfcribed a treaty of 
alliance , which deeply wounded the independ- 
ence and happinefs of his country. Several 
cities, both on the ocean and the Mediterranean, . 
were ceded to the Roman troops , who afterwards 
refufed to evacuate thofe pledges , as it Ihould 
feem, either of fafety or payment; and as they 
• were fortified by perpetual fupplies from Africa , . 
they maintained their impregnable ftations, for / 
the mifchievous purpofe of inflaming the civil 
and religious fadions of the Barbarians. Seventy 
years elapfed before this painful thorn could be 
extirpated from the bofom of the monarchy; and 
as long as the emperors retained any fhare of 
thefe remote and ufelefs polfelfions , their vanity 
might number Spain in the lift of their provinces, 
and the fucceffors of Alaric in the rank of their 
vaffals M . 

The error of the Goths who reigned in Italy 5 r.eiirarms 
was lefs excufable than that of the Spanifli breth--^ eaten * ,he f 
ren, and their punilhment was ftill more imme- Itl]y ’ 
diate and terrible. From a motive of a private a. d. aja. 
revenge , they enabled their nioft dangerous 
enemy to deftroy their moft valuable ally. A 
filler of the great Theodoric had been given in 
marriage to Thrafimond the African king on 
this occafion , the fortrefs of Lilybxum ! ° in 
Sicily was refigned to the Vandals; and the prin- 
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. cefs Amalafrida was attended by a martial train 
of one thoufand nobles , and five thoufand Gothic 
foldiers , who fignalized their valour in the 
IMoorifii wars. Their merit was over -rated by 
themfelves , and perhaps negledted by the Van- 
dalst they viewed the country with envy, and 
the conquerors with difdain ; but their real or 
fictitious confpiracy was prevented by a malTacre ; 
the Goths were opprelfed , and the captivity of 
Amalafrida was foon followed by hcrfecret and fuf- 
picious death. The eloquent pen of Cafliodorius was 
employed to reproach the Vandal court with the 

• cruel violation of every focial and public duty; but 
the vengeance which he threatened in the name 
of his fovereign, might be derided with impunity, 
as long as Africa was protected by the fea,- and 
the Goths were dcftitute of a navy. In the blind 
impotence of grief and indignation, they joyfully 
faluted the approach of the Romans, entertained 
the fleet of Belifarius in the ports of Sicily , and 
•were fpecdily delighted or alarmed by the fur- 
pvifing intelligence , that their revenge was 
executed beyond the meafure of their hopes, 
or perhaps of. their willies. To their friendfliip 
the emperor was indebted for the kingdom of 
Africa, and the Goths might reafonably think , 
that they were entitled to relume the pofieflion 
of a barren rock , fo recently feparated as a 
nuptial gift from the ifland of Sicily. They were 
foon undeceived by the haughty mandate of 
Belifarius, which excited their tardy .and unavail- 
ing repentance. “ The city and promontory of 
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" Lilybaeum, ” laid the Roman general, “ be- chap. 

“ longed to the Vandals, and I claim them by xu. 

“ the right of conqiiefl. Your fubmiffion may 
“ defcrve the favour of the emperor ; your ob- 
w ftinacy will provoke his difpleafure , and mud 
“ kindle a war, that can terminate only in your 
“ utter ruin. If you compel us to take up arms , 

“ we fhall contend , not to regain the poffeflion 
“ of a fingle city , but to deprive you of all the 
“ provinces which you unjuflly with-hold from 
“ their lawful fovereign. ” A nation of two hun- 
dred thoufaud foldiers might have fmifed at the 
vain menace of Juftinian and his lieutenant: but 
a fpirit of difcord and difaffedlion prevailed in 
Italy , and the Goths fupported , with relu&ance, 
the indignity of a female reign 

The birth of Amalafontha, the regent and Government 
queen of Italy 51 , united the two moft illuflrious ^"naiafon 1 - ° f 
families of the Barbarians. Her mother, the filler tha, queen of 
of Clovis, was defcended from the long-haired Italy A ’ D 
kings of the Merovingian race and the regal ssi — 534. 
fuccedion of the Amali was illuflrated in the ele- 
venth generation, by her father, the great Theo- 
doric, whofe merit might have ennobled a ple- 
beian origin. The fex of his daughter excluded 
her from the Gothic throne ; but his vigilant 
tendernefs for his family and his people difcovered 
the lafl heir of the royal line , whofe ancellors 
had taken refuge in Spain ; and the fortunate 
Eutharic was fuddenly exalted to the rank of a 
conful and a prince. He enjoyed only a fhort 
time the charms of Amalafontha, and tire hopes 
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chap, of the fucceflion; and his widow, after the death 
XU. of her hufband and father, was left the guardian • 
of her foil Athalaric , and the kingdom of Italy. 
At the age of about twenty-eight years , the 
endowments of her mind and perfon had attained 
their perfed maturity. Her beauty, which, in 
the apprehenfion of Theodora herfelf , might 
have difputed the conqueft of an emperor, was 
animated by manly fenfe , adivity , and refolu- 
tion. Education and experience had cultivated 
her talents ; her philofophic Undies were exempt 
from vanity; and, though -floe expreffed herfelf 
with equal elegance and eafe in the Greek, the 
Latin, and the Gothic tongue, the daughter of 
Theodoric, maintained in her counfels a difcreet 
and impenetrable filence. By a faithful imitation 
of the virtues, fhe revived the profpcrity , of 
his reign : while Ihe drove, with pious care, to 
expiate the faults , and to obliterate the darker 
memory of his declining age. The children of 
Boethius and. Symmachus were redored to their 
paternal inheritance : her extreme lenity never 
confented to inflid any corporal or pecuniary 
penalties on her Roman fubjeds; and fhe gener- 
oufly defpifed the clamours of the Goths, who, 
at the end of forty years , dill confidered the 
people of Italy as their fiaves or their enemies. 
Her falutary meafures were direded by the wif- 
dom, and celebrated by the eloquence of Cadio- 
dorius ; die folicited and del'erved the friendfhip 
of the emperor ; and the kingdoms of Europe 
refpeded , both in peace and war, the majedy 
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of the Gothic throne. But the future happinefs of c h a p. 
the queen and of Italy depended on the education XLL 
of herfon; who was deftined by his birth, to 
fupport the different and almoft incompatible char- 
acters of the chief of a Barbarian, camp, and the 
fir ft magiftrate of a civilized nation. From the age 
of ten years st , Athalaric was diligently infirm led 
in the arts and faiences , either ufeful or orna- 
mental for a Roman prince ; and three venerable 
Goths were chofen to inftil the principles of 
honour and virtue into the mind of their young 
king. But the pupil who is infenfible of the 
benefits, mult abhor the reftraints, of education; 
and the fohcitude of the queen, which affection 
rendered anxious and fevere , offended the un- 
tradable nature of her fon and his fubjedts. On 
a folemn feftival , when the Goths were affem- 
bled in the palace of Ravenna, the royal youth 
efcaped from his mother’s apartment , and , with 
tears of pride and anger, complained of a blow 
which his ftubborn difobedience had provoked * 
her to inflict. The Barbarians refentecl the indig- 
nity which had been offered to their king, 
accufed the regent of confpiring againft his life 
and crown ; and imperioufly demanded , that 
the grandfon of Theodoric Ihould be refeued 
from the daftardly difeipline of women and pe- 
dants, and educated, like a valiant Goth, in the 
fociety of his equals, and the glorious ignorance 
of his anceftors. To this rude clamour , impor- 
tunately urged as the voice of the nation , 
Amalafontha was compelled to yield her reafon a 
Vol. VII. N 
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chap, and the deareft wiflies of her heart. The king 
xu. of Italy was abandoned to wine, to women, 
and to ruftic fports ; and the indifcreet contempt 
of the ungrateful youth, betrayed the mifchicvous 
tlefigns of his . favourites and her enemies. En- 
compaffcd with domeftic foes , flie entered into 
a fecret negociation with the emperor Juftinian; 
obtained the affurance of a friendly reception, 
and had adually depofited at Dyrrachium in 
Epirus , a treafure of forty thoufand pounds of 
gold. Happy would it have been for her fame 
and fafety , if flie had calmly retired from 
barbarous faction, to the peace and fplendour of 
Conftantinople. But the mind of Amalafontha 
was inflamed by ambition and revenge ; and 
while her fliips lay at anchor in the port, flie 
waited for the fuccefs of a crime which her 
paffions excufed or applauded as an acl of juftice. 
Three of the moft dangerous malecontents had 
been feparately removed, under the pretence of 
trull and command, to the frontiers of Italy: 
they were affaffinated by her private emifl'aries; 
and the blood of thefe noble Goths rendered the 
queen-mother abfolute in the court of Ravenna, 
and julliy odious to a free people. But if flie had 
lamented the diforders of her fon, flie foon wept 
his irreparable lofs; and the death of Athalaric, 
who , at the age of fixteen , was confumed by 
premature intemperance , left her deftitute of 
any firm fupport or legal authority. Inftcad of 
fubmitting to the laws of her country , which 
held as a fundamental maxim, that the fuccellion 
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could never pafs from the lance to the diftaff, chap. 
the daughter of Theodoric conceived the im- xli. 
practicable defign of fiiaring, with one of her 
coufins , the regal . title , and of referving in 
her own hai*ls the fubftance of fupreme 
power. He received the propofal with pro- 
found refpect and affected gratitude ; and the 
eloquent Cafliodorius announced to the fenate 
and the emperor, that Amalafontha and Theo- 
datus had afcended the throne of Italy. His 
birth (for his mother was the filter of Theo- 
doric) might be confidered as an imperfedt title; 
and the choice of Amalafontha was more ftrongly 
directed by her contempt of his avarice and pu- 
lillanimity, which had deprived him of the love 
of the Italians , and the efteem of the Barbarians. 

But Theodatus was exafperated by the contempt 
which he deferved: her juftice had repreffed and 
reproached the oppreflfion which he exercifed 
againft his Tufcan neighbours; and the principal 
Goths, united by common guilt and refentment, 
confpired to inftigate his flow and timid difpo- 
fition. The letters of congratulation were fcarcc- Her exile and 
ly difpatched before the queen of Italy was im- <leath » 
prifoned in a fmall ifland of the Jake of Bolfe- April* jo!*’ 
na ”, where, after a fhort confinement, flie was 
ftrangled in the bath, by the order, or with the 
connivance of the new king, who inftruCted his 
turbulent fubjeCls to filed the blood of their fo- 
vereigns. 

Juflinian beheld with joy the diffenfions of the Beiiftrim in. 
Goths; and the mediation of an ally concealed 
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and promoted the ambitious views of the con- 
queror. His ambaffadors, .in their public audience, 
demanded the fortrefs of Lilybxum, ten Barbarian 
fugitives, and a juft compenfation for the pillage 
of a fmall town on the Illyrian borders; but they 
fecretly negociated with Theodatus to betray the 
province of Tufcany, and tempted Amalafontha 
to extricate herfelf from danger and perplexity, 
by a free furr£nder of the kingdom of Italy. A 
falfe and fervile epiftle was fubfcribed by the re- 
ludlant hand of the captive queen ; but the con- 
fellion of the Roman fenators , who were fent to 
Conftantinople , revealed the truth of her de- 
plorable fituation; andJuftinian, by the voice of 
a new ambaffador, moft powerfully interceded 
for her life and liberty. Yet the fecret inftruc- 
tions of the fame minifter were adapted to ferve 
the cruel jealoufy of Theodora, who dreaded 
the prefence and fuperior charms of a rival : he 
prompted, with artful and ambiguous hints, the 
execution of a crime fo ufeful to the Romans , 
received the intelligence of her death with grief 
and indignation , and denounced in his mailer’s 
name, immortal war againft the perfidious aflaf- 
fin. In Italy, as well as in Africa, the guilt of 
an ufurper appeared to juftify the arms of Jufti- 
nian ; but the forces which he prepared, were in- 
fufficient for the fubverfion of a mighty kingdom, 
if their feeble numbers had not been multiplied 
by the name, the fpirit, and the condud of an 
hero. A chofen troop of guards, who ferved on 
liorfeback , and were armed with lances and 
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bucklers, attended the perfon of Belifarius : his 
cavalry was compofed of two hundred Huns , 
three hundred Moors , and four thoufand con- 
federates , and the infantry confided only of three 
thoufand Ifaurians. Steering the fame courfe as 
in his former expedition , the Romaxi conful cad 
anchor before Catana in Sicily , to furvey the 
drength of the ifland, and to decide whether he 
fhould attempt the conqued, or peaceably purfue 
his voyage for the African coad. He found a 
fruitful land and a friendly people. Notwith- 
danding the decay, of agriculture, Sicily dill fup- 
plied the granaries of Rome: the farmers were 
gracioufly exempted from the opprefiion of mili- 
tary quarters; and the Goths, who traded the 
defence of the ifiand to the inhabitants, had fome 
reafon to complain , that their confidence was 
ungratefully betrayed. Indead of foliciting and 
expedting the aid of the king of Italy, they 
yielded to the fird fummons a cheerful obedience: 
and this province, the fird fruits of the Punic 
wars, was again, after a long feparation, united 
to the Romair empire ,7 . The Gothic garrifon 
of Palermo, which alone attempted to redd, 
was reduced' after a diort fiege, by a lingular 
dratagexn. Belifarius introduced his fliips into 
the deeped rccefs of the harbour ; their boats 
were laborioufiy hoided with ropes and pullies 
to the topmad head, and he filled them with 
archers, who, from that fuperior dation, com- 
manded the ramparts of the city. After this eafy, 
though fuccefsful campaign, the conqueror entered 
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Syracufe in triumph, at the head of his vi&orious 
bands, diftributing gold medals to the people, 
on the day which fo glorioufly terminated the 
year of the confulfhip. He patted the winter 
feafon in the palace of ancient kings, amidft the 
ruins of a Grecian colony, which once extended 
to a circumference of two and twenty miles 
but in the fpring, about the feftival of Eafter, 
the profecution of his defigns was interrupted by 
a dangerous revolt of the African forces. Car- 
thage was faved by the prefence of Belifarius , 
who fuddenly landed with a ihoufand guards. 
Two thoufand foldiers of doubtful faith returned 
to the ftandard of their old commander: and he 
marched, without hefitation, above fifty miles, 
to feek an enemy, whom he affedted to pity and 
defpife. Eight thoufand rebels trembled at his 
approach ; they were routed at the firft onfet , 
by the dexterity of their matter : and this ignoble 
victory would have reftored the peace of Africa, 
if the conqueror had not been haftily recalled to 
Sicily, to appeafe a fedition which was kindled 
during his abfence in his own camp ”. Diforder 
and difobedience were the common malady of 
the times: the genius to command, and the vir- 
tue to obey, reiided only in the mind of Beli- 
farius, 

Although Theodatus defeended from a race of 
heroes, he was ignorant of the art, and averfe 
to the dangers, of war. Although he had ttudied 
, the writings of Plato and Tully, philofophy was 
incapable of purifying his mind from the bafeft 
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paflions, avarice and fear. He had purchafed a c 11 A p. 
i'ceptre by ingratitude and murther: at the firft xli. 
menace of an enemy, he degraded his own ma- oa “ btr — ■ 
jedy, and that of a nation, which already dif- Ausuft. 
dained their unworthy fovereign. Adonilhed by 
the recent example of Gelimer, he faw himfelf 
dragged in chains through the dreets of Condan- 
tinople : the terrors which Belifarius infpired , 
were heightened by the eloquence of Peter, the 
Byzantine ambaffador; and that bold and fubtle 
advocate perfuaded him to fign a treaty , too 
ignominious to become the foundation of a lading 
peace. It was dipulated, that in the acclamations 
of the Roman people, the name of the emperor 
fhould be always proclaimed before that of the 
Gothic king; and that as often as the datue of 
Theodatus was erected in brafs or marble , the 
divine image of Judinian fliould be placed on its 
right hand. Indead of conferring, the king of 
Italy was reduced to folicit, the honours of the 
fenate ; and the confent of the emperor was made 
indifpenfable before he could execute, againd a 
pried or fenator, the fentence either of death or 
confifcation. The feeble monarch redgned the 
poffeffion of Sicily; offered, as the annual mark 
of his dependence , a crown of gold, of the 
weight of three hundred pounds; and promifed 
to fupply, at the requifition of his fovereign, 
three thoufand Gothic auxiliaries for the fervice 
of the empire. Satisfied with tliefe extraordi- 
nary concedions , the fuccefsful agent of Juf- 
tinian hadened his journey to Conftantinople ; 
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•chap, but no fooncr had he reached the Alban 
XU. villa **, than he was recalled by the anxiety 

of T. heodatus ; and the dialogue which pafied 
between the king and the ambaffador deferves to 
be reprefented in its original fimplicity. “ Are 
“ you of opinion that the emperor will ratify this 
cc treaty ? Perhaps. If he refufes , what confe- 
<c qtience will enfue ? War. Will fuch a war be 
“ juft or reafonable ? Aloft ajjurcd’y : every one 
tc should aft accoidmy to his char after. What is your 
“ meaning? You are a philofopher — Juftinian is em- 
t( prior of l he Romans: it would ill become the df- 
“ ciple of Plato to shed the blood of thoufands in his 
private quarrel : the fuccefjor of Auguftus should 
ct vindicate his rights , and recover by arms the ancient 
cc provinces of his empire. ” This reafoning might 
not convince , but it was fufficient to alarm and 
fubdue the weaknefs of Theodatus ; and he foon 
/ defeended to his laft offer, that for the poor equi- 
valent of a penfion of forty-eight thoufand pounds 
flerling, he would rel'ign the kingdom of the 
Goths and Italians, and fpend the remainder of 
his days in the innocent pleafures of philofophy 
and agriculture. Both treaties were entrufled to 
the hands of the ambaffador , on the frail fecu- 
rity of an oath not to produce the fecond till the 
firft had been pofitively reje&ed. The event may 
be eafily forefeen: Juftinian required and accept- 
ed the abdication of the Gothic king. His inde- 
fatigable agent returned from Conftantinople to 
Ravenna, with ample inftruclions; and a fair 
cpiftle, which praifed the wifdom and generoftty 
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of the royal philofopher, granted his penfion, cii ap. 
with the affurance of.fuch honours as a fubject xf.r. 
and a Catholic might enjoy; and wifely refer- 
red the final execution of the treaty, to the pre- 
fence and authority of Belifarius. But ii\ the in- 
terval of fufpenfe , two Roman generals , who 
had entered the province of Dalmatia, were de- 
feated and flain by the Gothic troops. From blind 
and abjedt defpair. Theodatus capricioufty rofe 
to groundlefs and fatal prefumption and dared 
to receive with menace and contempt, the am- 
baflador of Juflinian, who claimed his promife, 
folicited the allegiance of his fubjedts, and boldly 
afferted the inviolable privilege of his own char- 
acter. ■ The march of Belifarius difpellefl this vi- 
fionary pride; and as the firft campaign 41 was 
employed in the reduction of Sicily, the invafion 
of Italy is applied by Procopius to the feconcU 
year of the Gothic war ‘ j . 

After Belifarius had left fufficient garrifons in Belifarius in- 
Palermo and Syracufe , he embarked his troops vat ! cs I , taly * 

' * x ci n ci reduces 

at Me (Tina , and landed them, without refiftance , Naples, 

on the oppofite fhores of Rhegium. A Gothic A - ’’J 7, 
prince, who had married the daughter of Theo- 
datus, was Rationed with an army to guard the 
entrance of Italy ; but he imitated, without fcruple, 
the example of a fovereign, faithlefs to his public 
and private duties. The perfidious Ebermor de- 
ferted with his followers to the Roman camp, 
and was difmiffed to enjoy the fervile honours of 
the Byzantine court <4 . From Rhegium to Na- 
ples, the fleet and army of Belifarius, almofl; always 
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chap, in view of each other, advanced near three hun- 
xli. dred miles along the fea-coaft. The people of 
Bruttium, Lucania, and Campania, who abhor- 
red the name and religion of the Goths, embra- 
ced the fpecious excufe , that their ruined walls 
were incapable of defence : the foldiers paid a juft 
equivalent for a plentiful market; and curiofity 
alone interrupted the peaceful occupations of the 
hufbandman or artificer. Naples, which has fwelled 
to a great and populous capital, long cherifhed 
the language and manners of a Grecian colony *' ; 
and the choice of Virgil had ennobled this ele- 
gant retreat, which attracted the lovers of repofe 
and ftudy , from the noife, thefmoke, and the 
laborious opulence of Rome “. As foon as the 
place was inverted by fea and land , Belifarius 
gave audience to the deputies of the people, who 
exhorted him to difregard a conqueft unworthy 
of his arms , to feek the Gothic king in a field 
of battle , and after his vidory , to claim , as the 
fovereign of Rome , the allegiance of the depend- 
ent cities. “ When 1 treat with my enemies, ” 
replied the Roman chief, with an haughty fmile, 
“ I am more accuftomed to give than to receive 
c< coutifcl: but I hold in one hand inevitable ruin, 
tc and in the other, peace and freedom, fuch as 
<c Sicily now enjoys. ” The impatience of delay 
urged him to grant the moft liberal terms ; his 
honour fecured their performance : but Naples 
was divided into two fadions; and the Greek de- 
mocracy was inflamed by their orators, who, wjth 
much fpirit and forne truth . reprefented to the 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 187 


multitude, that the Goths would punifh their 
defection, and that Bel ifarius himfelf muft elteera 
their loyalty and valour.' Their deliberations , 
however, were not perfectly free: the city was 
commanded by eight hundred Barbarians, whofe 
wives and children were detained at Ravenna as 
the pledge of their fidelity; and even the Jews, 
who were rich and numerous , refilled , with 
defperate enthufiafm, the intolerant laws of Juf- 
tinian. In a much later period , the circumference 
of Naples 47 mcafured only two thoufand three 
hundred and fixty- three paces ** : the fortifica- 
tions \vere defended by precipices or the fea; 
when the aquedudts were intercepted , a fupply 
of water might be drawn from wells and fount- 
ains;- and the flock of provifions was fufficient 
to confume the patience of the befiegers. At the 
end of twenty days, that of Belifarius was almoft 
exhaulled, and he had reconciled himfelf to the 
difgrace of abandoning the fiege , that he might 
march, before the winter feafon, againlt Rome 
and the Gothic king. But his anxiety was relieved 
by the bold curiofity of an Ifaurian , who explor- 
ed the dry channel of an aqueduct, and fecrctly 
reported , that a pafiage might be perforated to 
introduce a file of armed foldiers into the heart 
of the city. When the work had been filently 
executed, the humane general rilked the difeo- 
very of his fecret, by a lalt and fruitlefs admo- 
nition of the impending danger. In the dark- 
nefs of the night, four hundred Romans entered 
the aquedudt, raifed themfelves by a rope, -vyhich 
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they fattened to an olive tree, into the houfe or 
garden of a folitary matron, founded their trum- 
pets, furprifed the centinels, and gave admittance 
to their companions, who on all Tides fcaled the 
walls, and burtt open the gates of the city. 
Every crime which is puniflied by focial juftice, 
was pradtifed as the rights of war; the Huns 
were diftinguiflied by cruelty and facrilege, and 
Belifarius alone appeared in theftreets and church- 
es of Naples, to moderate the calamities which 
lie predicated. “ The gold and filvcr he repeat- 
edly exclaimed, are the juft rewards of your 
valour. “ But fpare the inhabitants , they are 
“ Chriftians, they are fuppliants, they are now 
tc your fellow -fubjects. Reftore the children to 
“ their parents, the wives to their hufhands; 

“ and fhew them by your generofity, of what 
M friends they have obftinately deprived them- 
0 felves. ” The city was faved by the virtue and 
authority of its conqueror and when the Neapoli- 
tans returned to their houfes, they found fomecon- 
folation in the fecret enjoyment of their hidden 
treafures. The Barbarian garrifon enlifted in the ' 
fervice of the emperor; Apulia and Calabria, 
delivered from the odious prefence of the Goths, 
acknowledged his dominion; and the tufks of 
the Calydonian boar, which were ftill /hewn at 
Bcneventum , are curioufly deferibed by the 
hiftorian of Belifarius 7 \ 

The faithful foldiers and citizens of Naples had 
expected their deliverance from a prince , who 
remained the inactive and almoft indifferent fpec- 
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tator of their ruin. Theodatus fecured his per- c it a p. 
fon within the walls of Rome , while his cavalry xi.i. 
advanced forty miles on the Appian way , and Augur. . 
encamped in the Pomptine marfhes; which, by 
a canal of nineteen miles in length , had been 
recently drained and converted into excellent 
paftures 71 . But the principal forces of the Goths 
were difperfed in Dalmatia, Venetia, and Gaul; 
and the feeble mind of their king was confound- 
ed by the unfuccefsful event of a divination, 
which feemed to prefage the downfal of his em- 
pire 7 \ The moll abjed flaves have arraigned 
the guilt or weaknefs of an unfortunate mailer. 

The character of Theodatus was rigoroufly fcru- 
tinized by a free and idle camp of Barbarian^ , 
confcious of their privilege and power : he was 
declared unworthy of his race, his nation, and 
his throne; and their general Vitiges, whofe 
valour had been fignalized in • the Illyrian 
war , was raifed with unanimous applaufe on , 
the bucklers of his companions. On the firtl 
rumour, the abdicated monarch fled from the 
juftice of his country; but he was purfued by 
private revenge. A Goth whom he had injured 
in his love, overtook Theodatus on the Flami- 
nian way , and regardlefs of his unmanly cries , 
flaughtered him , as he lay prollrate on the 
ground, like a vidim (fays the hillorian ) at the 
foot of the altar. The choice' of the people is 
the bell and purell title to reign over them: yet 
fitch is the prejudice of every age, that Vitiges 
impatiently wilhed to return to Ravenna, where 
he might feize, with the reluctant hand of the' 


Digitized by Google 


* 


lyo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

\ 

chap, daughter of Amalafontha, forae faint lhadow of 
xli. hereditary right. A national council was im- 
mediately held , and the new monarch reconciled 
the impatient fpirit of the Barbarians , to a mea- 
fure of difgrace, which the mifconduCt of his 
predeceffor rendered wife and indifpenfable. The 
Goths confented to retreat in the prefence of a 
victorious enemy; to delay till the next fpring 
the operations of offenfive war ; to fummon their 
fcattered forces ; to relinquifh their diftant pof- 
feflions , and to truft even Rome itfelf to the 
faith of its inhabitants. Leuderis, an aged war- 
rior , was left in the capital with four thoufand 
foldiers ; a feeble garrifon , which might have 
feconded the zeal , though it was incapable of 
oppofing the willies, of the Romans. But a mo- 
mentary enthufiafm of religion and patriotifm 
was kindled in their minds. They furioufly ex- 
claimed , that the apoftolic throne Ihould no 
longer be profaned by the triumph or toleration 
of Arianifm ; that the tombs of the Csefars Ihould 
no longer be trampled by the favages of the 
north; and without reflecting, that Italy mult 
fink into a province of Conftantinople , they 
fondly hailed the reftoration of a Roman em- 
peror as a new sera of freedom and profperity. 
The deputies of the pope' and clergy, of the 
fenate and people, invited the lieutenant of Julti- 
nian to accept their voluntary allegiance, and to 
enter the city, whofe gates would be thrown 
open for his reception. As foon as Belifarius had 
fortified his new conquelts , Naples and Cunv.e , 
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lie advanced about twenty miles to the banks chap. 
of the Vulturnus , contemplated the decayed xli. 
grandeur of Capua , and halted at the reparation 
of the Latin and Appian ways. The work of 
the cenfor , after the inceflant ufe of nine cen- 
turies, ftill preferved its primaeval beauty, and 
not a flaw could be difeovered in the large 
poliflied ftones , of which that folid , though nar- 
row road, was fo firmly compacted 7i . Belifa- 
rius, however, preferred the Latin way, which, 
at a diflance from the fea and the marflies , Ikirted 
in afpace of one hundred and twenty miles along 
the foot of the mountains. His enemies had Edifarius 
difappeared; when he made his entrance through Ko:ns 
the Afinarian gate , the garrifon departed with- net. io. ' 
out moleftation along the Flaminian way; and 
the city , after fixty years fervitude , was deliver- 
ed from the yoke of the Barbarians. Leuderis 
alone, from a motive of pride or difeontent, re- 
filled to accompany the fugitives; and the Gothic 
chief, himfelf a trophy of the vidtory , was fent 
with the keys of Rome , to the throne of the 
emperor Jullinian 7 \ 

The firft days , which coincided with the old sie^* of 
Saturnalia , were devoted to mutual congratula- by tfc * 
tion and the public joy, and the Catholics pre- a. d. <>37. 
pared to celebrate, without a rival, the approach- Marsh - 
ing feftival of the nativity of Chrift. In the 
familiar converfation of an hero , the Romans 
acquired fome notion of the virtues which hif- 
tory aferibed to their anceftors ; they were edified 
by the apparent refpect of Bclifkrius for the fuc. 



G H A 
XII. 


192 THE DECLINE A&D FALL 

P. celfor of St. Peter, and his rigid difeipline fecured 
in the midft of war the blelbngs of tranquillity 
and juftice. They applauded the rapid fuccefs of 
liis arms, which over -ran the adjacent country, 
as far as Narni, Perufia, and Spoleto ; but they 
trembled, the fenate, the clergy, and the un- 
warlike people , as focn as they underftood , that 
lie had refolved , and would fpcedily be reduced, 
to fullain a fiege againft the powers of the 
Gothic monarchy. The defigns of Vitiges were 
executed, during the winter feafon, with dili- 
gence and effect. From their ruftic habitations, 
from their diftant garrifons, the Goths affemblcd 
at Ravenna for the defence of their country , and 
fuch were their numbers, that after an army had 
been detached for the relief of Dalmatia , one 
hundred and fifty thoufand fighting men marched 
under the royal ftandard. According to the 
degrees of rank or merit, the Gothic king diftri- 
buted arms and horfes, rich gifts, and liberal pro- 
mifes: he moved along the Flaminian way, 

declined the ufelefs fieges of Perufia and Spo- 
leto, refpected the impregnable rock of Narni, 
, and arrived within two miles of Rome at the 
foot of the Alilvian bridge. The narrow paf- 
fage was fortified with a tower, and Belifarius 
had computed the value of the twenty days , 
which muff be loft in the conftrudtion of another 
bridge. But the confternation of the foldiers of 
the tower, who either fled or deferted, difap- 
pointed his hopes,, and betrayed his perfon into the 
molt imminent danger. At the head of one 

thoufand 


Digitized by Google 


p 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 193 

thoufand horfe, the Roman general fallied from 
the Flaminian gate to mark the ground of an 
advantageous pofition, and to furvey the camp 
of the Barbarians ; but while he Hill believed 
them on the other fide of the Tyber, he was 
fuddenly encompalfed and aflaulted by their 
innumerable fquadrons. The fate of Italy depend- 
ed on bis life; and the deferters pointed to the 
confpicuous horfe, a bay 75 , with a white face, 
which he rode on that memorable day. “ Aim 
“ at the bay horfe, ” was the univerfal cry. 
Every bow was bent, every javelin was diredcd 
again!! that fatal object, and the command was 
repeated and obeyed by thoufands who were 
ignorant of its real motive. The bolder Barbari- 
ans advanced to the more honourable combat of 
fwords and fpears; and the praife of an enemy 
has graced the fall of Vifandus , the ftandard- 
bearer 7 ‘ , who maintained his foremoft ftation, 
till he was pierced with thirteen wounds , per- 
haps by the hand of Belifarius hinifelf. The 
Roman general was. ftrong, adive, and dextrous: 
on every fide he difcharged his weighty and mor- 
tal fhokes: his faithful guards imitated his valour, 
and defended his perfon ; and the Goths , after the 
lofs of a thoufand men, fled before the arms of an 
hero. They were rafidy purfued to their camp ; 
and the Romans, opprelfed by multitudes, made a 
gradual, and at length a precipitate retreat to the 
gates of the city : the gates were fhut againfl the 
fugitives; and the public terror was encreafed, 
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CHAP. 

XU. 


Valour of 
Belifarius. 


His ilrfence 
«f Rome. 


by the report , that Belifarius was flain. His 
countenance was indeed disligured by fwcat^ 
dull, and blood ; his voice was hoarfe, his ftrength 
was almoft exhaufted ; but his unconquerable 
fpirit Itill remained ; he imparted that fpirit to 
his defponding companions ; and their laft def- 
perate charge was felt by the flying Barbarians , 
as if a new army, vigorous and entire, had been 
poured from the city. The Flaminian gate was 
thrown open to a real triumph; but it was not 
before Belifarius had vifited every poll, and pro- 
vided for the public fafety , that he could be 
perfuaded by his wife and friends , to tafte 
the needful refrefhments of food and fleep. In 
the more improved Hate of the art of war , a 
general is feldom required , or even permitted 
to difplay the perfonal prowefs of a foldier; and 
the example of Belifarius may be added to the 
rare examples of Henry IV. of Pyrrhus , and of 
Alexander. 

After this firffc and unfucccfsful trial of their 
enemies, the whole army of the Goths palfcd the 
Tybcr, and formed the fiege of the city, which 
continued above a year, till their final departure. 
Whatever fancy may conceive, the fevere cora- 
pafs of the geographer defines the circumference 
of Rome within a line of twelve miles and three 
hundred and forty-five paces ; and that circum- 
ference , except in the Vatican, has invariably 
been the fame from the triumph of Aurelian, to 
the peaceful but obfeure reign of the modern 
popes 77 . But in the day of her greatnefs , 
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the fpace within her walls was crowded with 
habitations and inhabitants , and the populous 
fuburbs that ftretched along the public roads, were 
darted like fo many rays from one common cen- 
tre. Adverfity fwept away thefc extraneous orna- 
ments, and left naked and . defolatc , a coufiderable 
part even of the feven hills. Yet Rome, in ks 
prefent ftate , could fend into the field above 
thirty thoufand males of a military age and, 
notwith {landing the want of difoipline and excr- 
cife, the far greater part, enured to the^hardOfips 
of poverty, might be capable of bearing arms 
for the defence of their country and religion. 
The prudence of Belifarius did not neglect this 
important refource. His foldiers were relieved 
by the zeal and diligence of the people, who 
watched while they flept, and laboured while 
they repofed: he accepted the voluntary fer vice 
of the braveft and molt indigent of the Roman 
youth; and the companies of townfmen fometimes 
reprefented, in a vacant poft, the prefence of the 
troops which had been . drawn away to more 
elfential duties. But his juft confidence was pla- 
ced in the veterans who had fought under his 
banner in the Perfian and African wars ; and 
although that gallant band was reduced to five 
thoufand men , he undertook , with fuch con- 
temptible numbers, to defend a circle of twelve 
miles, againft an army of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand Barbarians. In the walls of Rome, 
which Belifarius conftructed or reftored , the 
materials of ancient architecture may be difeern- 
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hap. ed 7 * ; and the whole fortification was completed, 
JUI. except in a chafm Hill extant between the Pincian 
and Flaminian gates , which the prejudices of the 
Goths and Romans left under the effe&ual guard 
of St. Peter the apoftle The battlements or 
baltions were fhaped in fliarp angles ; a ditch , 
broad and deep , protected the foot of the ram- 
part; and the archers on the rampart were aflifted 
by military engines; the balijia , a powerful crofs- 
bow, which darted fliort but maffy arrows; the 
onagri, or wild alfes , which, on the principle of 
a fling , threw Hones and bullets of an enormous, 
fize **. A chain was drawn acrofs the Tyber; 
the arches of the aqueducts were made imper- 
vious , and the mole or fepulchre of Hadrian “ 
was converted , for the firft time , to the ufes of 
a citadel. That venerable ftru&ure which con- 
tained the allies of the Antonines, was a circular 
turret rifing from a quadrangular bafis: it was 
covered with the white marble of Paros, and 
decorated by the ftatues of gods and heroes; and 
the lover of the arts mult read with a figh , that 
the works of Praxiteles or Lyfippus were torn 
from their lofty pedeftals , and hurled into the 
ditch on the heads of the befiegers **. To each 
of his lieutenants , Belifarius afligned the defence 
of a gate, with the wife and peremptory inftruc- 
tion, that, whatever might be the alarm, they 
fliould Readily adhere to their refpedtive pofts , 
and truft their general for the fafety of Rome. 
The formidable holt of the Goths was-infufficient 
to embrace the ample meafure of the city : of 
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the fourteen gates , feven only were inverted from chap. 
the Prscneftine to the Flaminian way ; and Vitiges xu. 
divided his troops into fix camps, each of which 
was fortified with a ditch and rampart. On the 
Tufcan fide of the river, a feventh encampment 
was formed in the field or circus of the Vatican, 
for the important purpofe of commanding the 
Milvian bridge and the courfe of the Tyber; but 
they approached with devotion the adjacent 
church of St. Peter ; and the threfhold of the 
holy apoftles was refpeded during the fiege by 
a Chriftian enemy. In the ages of vidory , as 
often as the fenate decreed fome diftant conquert, 
the conful denounced hoftilities, by unbarring, 
in folemn pomp , the gates of the temple of 
Janus Domeftic war now rendered the admo* 
nition fuperfluous , and the ceremony was fuper- 
feded by the eftabliihment of a new religion. But 
the brazen temple of Janus wa« left Handing in 
the forum ; of a fize fufficient only to contain the 
ftatue of the god, five cubits in height, of a 
human form, but with two faces , direded to 
the eaft and weft. The double gates were like- 
wife of brafs ; and a fruitlefs effort to turn them 
on their rufty hinges, revealed the fcandalous 
fecret, that fome Romans were ftill attached to 
the fuperftition of their anccftors. 

Eighteen days were employed by the befiegers. * 

to provide all the inftruments of attack which * ault ot - th0 
antiquity had invented. Fafcines were prepared Goths, 
to fill the ditches, fcaling- ladders to afcend the 
walls. The largeft trees of the foreft fupplied 
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chap, the timbers of four battering-rams; their heads 
were armed with iron ; they were lufpended by- 
ropes , and each of them was worked by the 
labour of fifty men. The lofty wooden turrets 
moved on wheels or rollers , and formed a 
fpacious platform of the levels of the rampart. 
On the morning of the nineteenth day, a general 
attack was made from the PnencBine gate to the 
Vatican: feven Gothic columns, with their mili- 
tary engines, advanced to the affault ;_and the 
R omans who lined the ramparts , liBened with 
doubt and anxiety to the cheerful alfurances of 
their commander. As foon as the enemy ap- 
proached the ditch, Belifarius himfelf drew the 
lirB arrow ; and fuch was his Brength and dex- 
terity , that he transfixed the foremoB of the 
Barbarian leaders. A fhout of applaufe and 
victory was re-echoed along the wall. He diew 
a fecond arrow , and the Broke was followed 
with the fame fuccefs and the fame acclamation. 
The Roman general then gave the word, that 
the archers fhould aim at the teams of oxen ; 
they were inBantly covered with mortal wounds; 
the towers which they drew, remained ufelefs 
and immovable , and a fingle moment difeon- 
certed the laborious projects of the king of the 
Goths. After this difappointment , Vjtiges Bill 
continued, or feigned to continue, the afiault of 
the Salarian gate , that he might divert the atten- 
tion of his adverfary, while his principal forces 
more Brenuoufly attacked the PnencBine gate and 
the fepulchrc of Hadrian, at the djBance of three 
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hiiles from each other. Near the former , the chat. 
double walls of the Vivarium * s were low or xli. 
broken ; the fortifications of the latter were 
feebly guarded : the vigour of the Goths was 
excited by the hope of victory and fpoil ; and if 
a fingle pod had given way, the Romans, and 
Rome itfelf, were irrecoverably loft. This peri- 
lous day was the mod glorious in the life of 
Belifarius. Amidft tumult and difmay , the whole 
plan of the attack and defence was diftindtly 
prefent to his mind; he obferved the changes of 
each inftant, weighed every poflible advantage, 
tranfported his perfon to the feenes of danger , 
and communicated his fpirit in calm and decifive 
orders. The conteft was fiercely maintained 
from the morning to the evening ; the Goths 
were repulfed on all fides , and each Roman 
might boaft , that he had vanquilhed thirty 
Barbarians, if the flrange difproportion of num- 
- bers were not counterbalanced by the merit of 
one man. Thirty thoufand Goths, according to 
the confeflion of their own chiefs , perilhed in 
this bloody action ; and the multitude of the 
wounded was equal to that of the flain. When 
they advanced to the affault, their clofe diforder 
fuffered not a javelin to fall without effect ; and 
as they retired, the populace. of the city joined in 
the purfuit, and flaughtered, with impunity, the 
backs of their flying enemies. Belifarius inftantly His rallies. 
Tallied from the gates ; and while the foldiers 
chauntedhis name and vidtory, the hoftile engines 
of war were reduced to alhes. Such was the lofs 
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e H a p. And confternation of the Goths, that, from this 
xil. day , the fiege of Rome degenerated into a 
tedious and indolent blockade ; and they were 
incelfantly harafled by the Roman general, who, 
in frequent fkirmiflies, deftroyed above five thou- 
fand of their braveft troops. Their cavalry was 
unpradtifed in the ufe of the bow; their archers 
ferved on foot; and this divided force was inca- 
pable of contending with their adverfaries, 
whofe lances and arrows , at a diftancc , or at 
hand , were alike formidable. The confummate 
fkill ofBelifarius embraced the favourable oppor- 
tunities; and as he chofe the ground and the mo- 
ment, as he preffed the charge or founded the 
retreat “ , the fquadrons which he detached, were 
feldom unfuccefsful. Thefe partial advantages dif- 
fufed an impatient ardour among the foldiers and 
people , who began to feel the hardfhips of a 
fiege , and to difregard the dangers of a 
general engagement. Each plebeian conceived 
himfelf to be an hero, and the infantry, who, 
fince the decay of difeipline, were rcje&ed from 
the line of battle, afpired to the ancient honours 
of the Roman legion. Belifarius praifed the fpi- 
rit of his troops, condemned their prefumption, 
yielded to their clamours, and prepared the reme- 
dies of a defeat, the poftibility of which he alone 
had courage to fufpetft. In the quarter of the 
Vatican, the Romans prevailed; and- if the irre- 
parable moments had not been wafted in the pil- 
lage of the camp, they might have occupied the 
Milvian bridge , and charged in the rear of the 
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Gothic hoft. On the other fide of the Tyber, 
Belifarius advanced from the Pincian and Salarian 
gates. But his army, four thoufand foldiers per- 
haps , was loft in a fpacious plain ; they were en- 
compaffed and oppreffed by frefh multitudes, who 
continually relieved the broken ranks of the Bar- 
barians. The valiant leaders of the infantry were 
unlkilled to conquer ; they died : the retreat 

( an hafty retreat ) was covered by the prudence 
of the general , and the vidors ftarted back with 
affright from the formidable afpe<ft of an armed 
rampart. The reputation of Belifarius was unful- 
lied by a defeat; and the vain confidence of the 
Goths was not lefs ferviceable to his defigns , than 
the repentance and modefty of the Roman troops. 

From the moment that Belifarius {had determined 
to fuftain a ftege , his affiduous care provided 
Rome againft the danger of famine , more dread- 
ful than the Gothic arms. An extraordinary fup- 
ply of corn was imported from Sicily : the harvefts 
of Campania and Tufcany were forcibly fwept 
for the ufe of the city; and the rights of private 
property were infringed by the ftrong plea of the 
public fafety. It might' eafily be forefeen that 
the enemy would intercept the aquedudls ; and 
the ceffation of the water-mills was the firft incon- 
venience, which was fpeedily removed by moor- 
ing large veffels , and fixing mill-ftones, in the 
current of the river. The ftream was foon em- 
barralfed by the trunks of trees, and polluted 
with dead bodies ; yet fo effectual were the precau- 
tions of the Roman general , that the waters of the 
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c h a~p. Tyber (till continued to give motion to the mil's 
xli. and drink to the inhabitants : the more diflant quar- 
ters were fupplied from domeftic wells ; and a be- 
fieged city might fupport, without impatience, 
the privation of her public baths. A large portion 
of Rome , from the Pruenefline gate to the church 
of St. Paul , was never invefted by the Goths ; 
their excurfions were reftrained by the activity of 
the Moorilh troops , the navigation of the Tyber , 
and the Latin, Appian , and Oftian ways, were 
left free and unmolefted for the introduction of 
corn and cattle , or the retreat of the inha- 
bitants , who fought a refuge in Campania or 
Sicily. Anxious to relieve himfelf from an ufe- 
Icfs and devouring multitude , Belifarius llfued his 
peremptory orders for the inflant departure of the 
women, the children, and Haves; required his 
foldiers to difmifs their male and female attend- 
ants , and regulated their allowance , that one 
moiety fliould be given in provifions , and the 
other in money. His forefight was juftified by 
the encreafe of the public diftrefs as foon as the 
Goths had occupied two important pofts in the 
neighbourhood of Rome. By the lofs of the 
port, or as it is now called, the city of Porto, 
he was deprived of the country on the right of 
the Tyber, and the bell communication with 
the fea; and he reflected with grief and anger, 
that three hundred men , could he have fpared 
fuch a feeble band , might have defended its im- 
pregnable works. Seven miles from the capital , 
between the Appian and the Latin ways , two 
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principal aqueduds eroding, and again eroding 
each other, inclofed within their folid and lofty 
arches a fortified fpace " , where Vitiges eftablifh- 
ed a camp of feven thoufand Goths to inter- 
cept the convoys of Sicily and Campania. The 
granaries of Rome were infenfibly exhaufted , the 
adjacent country had been wafted with fire and 
fword ; fuch fcanty fupplies as might yet be ob- 
tained by hafty excurfions , were the reward of 
valour, and the purchafe of wealth: the forage of 
the horfes , and the bread of the foldiers , never 
failed ; but in the lad months of the fiege , the 
people was expofed to the miferies of fcarcity, 
unwholefome food ** , and contagious diforders. 
Belifarius faw and pitied their fufferings; buthe 
had forefeen , and he watched the decay of their 
loyalty , and the progrefs of their difeontent. 
Adverfity had awakened the Romans from the 
dreams of grandeur and freedom , and taught them 
the humiliating leffbn , that it was of fmall mo- 
ment to their real happinefs , whether the name of 
their mafter was derived from the Gothic or the 
Latin language. The lieutenant of Juftinian liften- 
ed to their juft complaints, but he rejeded with 
difdain the idea of flight or capitulation; repreffed 
their clamorous impatience for battle; amufed them 
with the profped of fure and fpeedy relief; and fe- 
cured himfelf and the city from the effects of their 
defpair or treachery. T wicein each month he chan- 
ged the ftation of the officers to whom the cuftody of 
the gates was committed : the various precautions , 
of patrols , watch- words , lights, and mufle, were 
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c h a. p. repeatedly employed to difcover whatever pafled on 
xli. the ramparts; outguards were polled beyond the 
ditch, and the trufly vigilance of dogs fupplied 
the more doubtful fidelity of mankind. A let- 
ter was intercepted , which allured the king of 
the Goths, that the Afmarian gate, adjoining to 
Exile of pope t h e Lateran church, Ihould be fecretly opened 
rr;;;, to his troops. On the proof or fufpicion of 
Nov. 17. treafon , feveral fenators were banilhed , rfnd the 
pope Sylverius was fummoned to attend the 
rcprefentative of his fovereign , at his head-quar- 
ters in the Pincian palace *\ The ecclefiaflics 
who followed their bilhop, were detained in the 
firll or fecond apartment ,0 , and he alone was 
admitted to the prefence of Belifarius. 1 he con- 
queror of Rome and Carthage was modeftly 
feated at the feet of Antonina, who reclined on 
a (lately couch : the general was filent , but the 
voice of reproach and menace ilfued from the 
mouth of his imperious wife. Accufed by credible 
witneffes , and the evidence of his own fubfcrip- 
tion , the fuccefTor of St. Peter was defpoiled of 
his pontifical ornaments, clad in the mean habit 
of a monk, and embarked, without delay, for 
a dillant exile in the Eaft. At the emperor’s 
command , the clergy of Rome proceeded to the 
choice of a new bilhop ; and after a folemn 
invocation of the Holy Ghofl, ele&ed the deacon 
Vigilius , who had purchafcd the papal throne 
by a bribe of two hundred pounds of gold. The 
profit, and confequently the guilt of this fimony, 
■\yas imputed to Belifarius : but the hero obeyed 
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the orders of his wife ; Antonina ferved the chap. 
paflions of the emprefs ; and Theodora lavished her xu. 
treafures, in the vain hope of obtaining a pontiff 
hoftile or indifferent to the council of Chalcedon 

The epiftle of Belifarius to the emperor an- Deliverance 
nounced his vidory, Ins danger, and his refolution. of 1116 Clt, ‘ 
“ According to your commands, we have entered 
tc the dominions of the Goths, and reduced to 
** your obedience , Sicily , Campania , and the 
u city of Rome: but the lofs of thefe conquefts 
il will be more difgraceful than their acquifition 
“ was glorious. Hitherto we have fuccefsfully 
£c fought againfl; the multitudes of the Barbarians, 

“ but their multitudes may finally prevail. Vidory 
<c is the gift of Providence, but the reputation 
“ of kings and generals depends on the fuccefs 
cc or the failure of their defigns. Permit me to 
<c fpeak with freedom ; if you wifh that we 
ct fhould live , fend us fubfiftence ; if you de- 
“ fire that we Ihould conquer, fend us arms, 

<c horfes, and men. The Romans have received 
“ us as friends and deliverers; but in our prefent 
“ diflrefs, they will be either betrayed by their 
“ confidence, or we lhall be oppreffed by their 
C£ treachery and hatred. For myfelf , my 
cc life is confecrated to your fervice : it is 
<c yours to refied , whether my death in this 
w fituation will contribute to the glory and 
w profperity of your reign. ” Perhaps that reign 
would have been equally profperous , if the 
peaceful mailer of the Eaft had abftained from 
the conquefi: of Africa and Italy: but as Juftinian 
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chap, was ambitious of fame, he made fome efforts, 
XLi. they were feeble and languid, to fupport and 
refcue his victorious general. A reinforcement 
of fixteen hundred Sclavonians and Hun's was 
led by Martin and Valerian ; and as they 
had repofed during the winter feafon in the 
harbours of Greece, the ftrength of the men and 
liorfes was no.t impaired by the fatigues of a fea- 
voyage; and they diftinguifbed their valour in the 
firft fally again ft the befiegers. About the time of 
the fummer folftice, Euthalius landed atTerracina 
with large films of money for the payment of the 
trroops: he cautioufly proceeded along the Appian 
way, and this convoy entered Rome through the 
gate Capena ** , while Belifarius , on the other 
fide, diverted the attention of the Goths by a 
vigorous and fuccefsful fkirmifh. Thefe feafon- 
able aids, the life and reputation of which were 
dextroufl.y managed by the Roman general , 
revived the courage, or at leaft the hopes of the 
foldiers and people. The hiftorian Procopius 
was difpatched with an important commiffion , 
to colled the troops and provifions which Cam- 
pania could furnifh, or Conflantinople had fent; 
and the fecretary of Belifarius was foon followed 
by Antonina herfelf ”, who boldly traverfed the 
polls of the enemy , and returned with the 
Oriental fuccours to the relief of her hufband 
and the befieged city. A fleet of three thoufand 
Ifaurians caft anchor in the bay of Naples, and 
afterwards at Oftia. Above two thoufand horfe, 
of whom a part were Thracians, landed at Tar- 
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entum ; and, after the jundion of five hundred 
foldiers of Campania, and a train of waggons 
laden with wine and flour, they direded their 
march on the Appian way, from Capua to the 
neighbourhood of Rome. Thd forces that arrived 
by land and fea, were united at the mouth of 
the Tyber. Antonina convened a council of 
war: it was refolved to furmount, with fails and 
oars, the adverfe ftream of the river.' and the 
Goths were apprehenfive of difturbing, by any 
rafh hoftilities, the negociation to -which Belifarius 
had craftily liftened. They creduloufly believed, 
that they faw no more than the vanguard of a 
fleet and army, which already covered the Ionian 
fea and the plains of Campania; and the illufion 
was fuppcrted by the haughty language of the 
Roman general , when he gave audience to the 
ambafladors of Vitiges. After a fpecious difeourfe 
to vindicate the juftice of his caufe, they declar- 
ed, that, for the fake of peace, they were difpofed 
to renounce the polfelflon of Sicily. “ The 
“ emperor is not lefs generous,” replied his 
lieutenant, with a difdainful fmile, “ in return 
c ‘ for a gift which you no longer poffefs , he 
tc prefenls you with an ancient province of the 
“ empire; herefigns to the Goths the fovereignty 
“ of the Rritilh ifland. ” Belifarius rejeded with 
equal flrmnefs and contempt , the offer of 3 
tribute ; but he allowed the Gothic ambaffadors 
to feek their fate from the mouth of Juftinian 
himfelf; and confented , with feeming reludance, 
to a truce of three months, from the winter folftice 
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XLI. 


Hclifarius re- 
covers many 
cities of Italy. 


to the equinox of fpring. Prudence might not 
fafely truffc either the oaths or hofhges of the 
Barbarians , but the confcious fuperiority of the 
Roman chief was exprefled in the diftribution of 
his troops. As foon as fear or hunger compelled 
the Goths to evacuate Alba, Porto, and Centum- 
cellce , their place was inflantly fupplied ; the 
garrifons of Narni, Spolcto, and Perufia, were 
reinforced, and the feven .camps of the befiegers 
were gradually encompaffed with the calamities 
of a ftege. The prayers and pilgrimage of Dadus, 
bilhop of Milan , were not without effeft; and 
he obtained one thoufand Thracians and Ifau- 
rians, to aflift the revolt of Liguria againft her 
Arian tyrant. At the fame time, John the San- 
guinary * 4 , the^nephew of Vitalian, was detached 
with two thoufand chofen horfe , firfl. to Alba 
on the Fucine lake, and afterwards to the fron- 
tiers of Picenum on the Hadriatic fea. “ In that 
c ‘ province,” find Belifarius, “ the Goths have 
* depofitcd their families and treafures , without 
“ a guard or the fufpicion of danger. Doubtlefs, 
c ‘ they will violate the truce : let them feel your 
<£ prefence, before they hear of your motions. 
“ Spare the Italians ; fuffer not any fortified 
<{ places to remain hoftile in your rear ; and 
“ faithfully referve the fpoil for an equal and 
w common partition. It would not be reafona- 
tc ble, ” he added with a laugh, “ that whilft we 
“ are toiling to the deftruction of the drones , 
c< our more fortunate brethren lliould rifle and 
“ enjoy the honey. ” 
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The whole nation of the Oftrognths had been c H a 1*. 
afiembled for the attack, arid was almoft entirely xli. 
confirmed in the liege, of Rome. If any credit The Goths 
be due to an intelligent fpedator , one-third at 0 f K()mei 
leaft of their enormous hoft was deftroycd , in A- u - '3s, 
frequent and bloody combats under the walls G f M4reh * 
the city. The bad fame and pernicious qualities; 
of the fummer air, might already be imputed to 
the decay of agriculture and population.; and the 
evils of famine and peftilence were aggravated 
by their own licentioufnefs , and the unfriendly 
difpofition of the country. While Vitiges ftrug- 
gled with his fortune; while he hefitated be- 
tween fhame and ruin; his retreat was haftened 
by domeftic alarms. The king of the Goths was 
informed by trembling mefTengers , that John the 
Sanguinary fpread the devaluations of war from the 
AppeninCto the Hadriatic ; that the rich fpoils and 
innumerable captives of Picenum were lodged in 
the fortifications of Rimini ; and that this formidable 
chief had defeated his uncle, infulted his Capital, 
and fedu-ced , by fecret correfpondence , the fidelity 
of his wife, the imperious daughter of Amalafan- 
tha. Yet, before he retired , Vitiges made a laft ef- 
fort , either to florm or to furprife the city. A fe- 
cret paffage was difeovered in one of the aqueduds ; 
two citizens of the Vatican were tempted by bri- 
bes to intoxicate the guards of the Aurelian gate; 
an attack was meditated on the walls beyond the 
Tyber, in a place which was not fortified tvith 
towers; and the Barbarians advanced, with torch- 
es and fealing- ladders, to the affault of the Pin- 
Vol. VII. . . , ... P 


Digitized by Google 



2io THE DECLINE AND FALL 


8 h a p. cian gate. But every attempt was defeated by 
xli. the intrepid vigilance of Belifarius and his band 
of veterans, who, in the mod perilous moments, 
did not regret the abfence of their companions ; 
and the Goths, alike deditute of hope and fublid- 
ence, clamoroufly urged their departure,, before 
the truce Ihould expire, and the Roman cavalry 
fhould again be united. One year and niffe days 
after the commencement of the fiege , an army, 
fo lately drong and triumphant, burnt their 
tents , and t>imultu.oufly repaded the iYlilvian 
bridge. They repaded not with impunity : their 
thronging multitudes, oppreded in a narrow 
paflage , were driven headlong into the Tyber, 
by their own fears and the purfuit of the enemy; 
and the Roman general , Tallying from the Pin- 
cian gate , infiidled afevereand difgraceful wound 
on their retreat. The flow length of a fickly and 
defponding hod was heavily dragged along the 
Flaminian way ; from whence the Barbarians 
were fometimes compelled to deviate, led they 
fhould encounter the hodile garrifons that guard- 
ed the high road to Rimini and Ravenna. Yet 
fo powerful was this flying army , that Vitiges 
fpared ten thoufand men for the defence of the 
cities which he was mod folicitous to preferve 
and detached his nephew Uraias , with an ade- 
quate force, for the chaflifement of rebellious 
Milan. At the head of his principal army, he 
befieged Rimini , only thirty-three miles didanc 
from the Gothic capital. A feeble rampart, and 
a fhallow ditch , were maintained by the fkilland 
valour ef John the Sanguinary , who lhared the 
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danger and fatigue'of the meaneft: foldier, and chap. 
emulated , on a theatre lefs illuftrious , the mill- xl t . 
tary virtues of his great commander. The towers Lafe Rimini ; 
and battering engines of the Barbarians were ren- 
dered ufelefs; their attacks were repulfed; and the 
tedious blockade , which reduced the garrifon to 
the laft extremity of hunger, afforded time for 
the union and march of the Roman forces. A 
fleet which had furprifed Ancona, failed along 
the coaft of the Hadriatic, to the relief of the 
befieged city. The eunuch Narfes landed in Pi- 
cinum with two thoufand Heruli and five thou- 
fand of the braveft troops of the Eaft. The rock 
of the Appenine was forced ; ten thoufand veterans 
moved round the foot of the mountains , under 
the command of Belifarius himfelf; and a new 
army , whofe encampment blazed with innumer- 
able lights, appeared to advance along the Flamt- 
nian way. Overwhelmed with aftonifhment and 
defpair, the Goths abandoned the flege of Rimii 
ni , their tents, their ftandards, and their lead- r , t i re t0 r* 
ers ; and Vitiges, who gave or followed the venn ** 
example of flight, never halted till he found a 
fhelter within the walls and moraffes of Ravenna. 

To thefe walls, and to fome fortreffcs deftitute Jeaionfy of 
of any mutual fupport , the Gothic monarchy 
was now reduced. The provinces of Italy had a. d . sj*. 
embraced the party of the emperor; and his ar- 
my , gradually recruited to the number of twenty 
thoufand men, muft have atchieved an eafy and 
rapid conqueft, if their invincible powers had 
not been weakened by the difcord of the Roman 
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chap, chiefs. Before the end of the fiege , an a 61 of 
xli. blood , ambiguous and indifereet, fullied the fair 
fame of Belifarius, Prefidius, a loyal Italian, as 
he fled from Ravenna to Rome, was rudely flop- 
ped by Conftantine , the military governor of 
Spoleto , and defpoiled, even in a church, of 
two daggers richly inlaid with gold and precious 
ftones. As foon as the public danger had fubfi- 
ded, Prefidius complained of the lofs and injury: 
his complaint was heard , but the order of refti* 
tution was difobeyed by the pride and avarice of 
the offender. Exafperated by the delay, Prefi- 
dius boldly arretted the general’s horfe as he paf- 
fed through the forum, and with the fpirit of a 
citizen, demanded the common benefit of the 
Roman laws. The honour of Belifarius was en- 
gaged ; he fummoned a council ; claimed the obe- 
dience of his fubordinate officer ; and was pro- 
voked , by an infolent reply, to call haftily for 
the prefence of his guards. Conftantine, viewing 
their entrance as the fignal of death , drew his 
fword , and rufhed on the general , who nimbly 
eluded the ftroke, and was protedfed by his 
friends; while the defperate affaffin wasdifarmed , 
dragged into a neighbouring chamber, and execut- 
DcnthoF . ed, or rather murdered, by the guards, at the 
Conftaniine. ar bitrary command of Belifarius ,s . In this hafty 
a6t of violence, the guilt of Conftantine was no 
longer remembered ; the defpair and death of that 
valiant officer were fecretly imputed to the revenge 
of Antonina; and each of his colleagues, con r 
feious of the fame rapine , was apprehenfive of 
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the fame fate. The fear of a common enemy chap. 
fufpended the effects of their envy and difcon- xli. 
tent; but in the confidence of approaching victo- 
ry, they inftigated a powerful rival to oppofe the 
conqueror of Rome and Africa. From the do- The^tnwKk 
meftic fervice of the palace , and the adminiftration 
of the private revenue , Narfes the eunuch was 
fuddenly exalted to the head of an army; and the 
fpirit of an hero, who afterwards equalled the 
merit and glory of Belifarius , ferved only to per- 
plex the operations of the Gothic war. To his 
prudent counfels , the relief of Rimini was aferi- 
bed by the leaders of the difeontented fadlion , 
who exhorted Narfes to aJTume an independent 
and feparate command. The epiftle of Juftinian 
had indeed enjoined his obedience to the gene- 
ral.; but the dangerous exception, “ as far as 
t£ may be advantageous to the public fervice , 
referred fome freedom of judgment to the difereet 
favourite, who had fo lately departed from the 
facred and familiar converfation of his fovereign. 

In the exercife of this doubtful right , the eunuch 
perpetually diffented from the opinions of Belifa- 
rius; and, after yielding with relu<flance to the 
fiege of Urbino, he deferted his colleague in the 
night, and marched away to the conqueft of the 
iEmilian province. The fierce and formidable bands 
of the Hqruli were attached to the perfon of Nar- 
fes ; ten thoufand Romans and confederates were 
perfuaded to march under his banners; every male- 
content embraced the fair opportunity of revenging 
his private or imaginary wrongs; and the remain-- 
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chap, ing troops of Belifarius were divided and difperf- 
xli. ed from the garrifons of Sicily to the fliores of 
Pijmnefs and the Hadriatic. His flcill and perfeverance over- 
Bdi'fari'uj^ came every obftacle : Urbino was taken, the fte- 
ges of Fafulae, Orvieto, and Auximum, were 
undertaken and vigoroufly profecuted ; and the 
eunuch Narfes was at length recalled to the do- 
meftic cares of the palace. All diffenfions were 
healed , and all oppofition was fubdued by the 
temperate authority of the Roman general, to 
whom his enemies could not refufe their efteem ; 

* and Belifarius inculcated the falutary leffon , that 
the forces of the ftate fhould compofe one body, 
and be apimated by one foul. But in the inter- 
val ofdifcord, the Goths were permitted to breathe; 
an important feafon was loft, Milan was deftroyed, 
and the northern provinces of Italy were affii&ed 
by an inundation of the Franks, 
invafion of When Juftinian firft meditated the conqueft of 
Franks 3 ! he fent ambaffadors to the kings of the 

a. d. Franks, and adjured them, by the common ties 
* 38 , 139 . of alliance and religion , to join in the holy en- 
terprife againft the Arians. The Goths , as their 
wants were more urgent, employed a more effec- 
tual mode of perfuafion, and vainly ftrove, by 
the gift of lands and money, to purchafe the 
friendlhip, or at leaft the neutrality, of a light 
and perfidious nation ,r . But the arms of Belifa- 
rius , and the reVolt of the Italians, had no fooner 
lhaken the Gothic monarchy, than Theodebert 
of Auftrafia, the moft powerful and warlike of 
the Merovingian kings, was perfuaded to fuc- 
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cour their diftrefs by an indired and feafonable chai. 
aid. Without expecting the confent of their xn. 
fovereign, ten thoufand Burgundians, his recent 
fubje&s , defcended from the Alps, and joined the 
troops which Vitigeshad fent to chaftife the revolt 
of Milan. After an obftinate fiege , the capital 
of Liguria was reduced by famine, but no capi- 
tulation could be obtained, except for the fate 
retreat of the Roman garrifon. Datius, the ortho- 
dox bilhop , who had feduced his countrymen to 
rebellion ** and. ruin, efcaped to the luxury and 
honours of the Byzantine court but the clergy, 
perhaps the Arian clergy, were flaughtered at the 
foot of their own altars by the defenders of the 
Catholic faith. Three hundred thoufand males 
were reported to be llain l ° a ; the female fex, and 
the more precious fpoil , was refigned to the Bur- 
gundians; and the houfes, or at. lead the walls, 
of Milan were levelled with the ground. The 
Goths, in their lad moments, were revenged by DedruTtbn 
the deftrudlion of a city, fecond only to Rome " f 
in fize and opulence , in the fplendour of its build- 
ings, or the number of its inhabitants; and Be- 
lifarius fympathized alone in the fate of his defert- 
ed and devoted friends. Encouraged by this fuc- 
cefsful inroad , Theodebert himfelf , in the enfuing ' 
fpring , invaded the plains of Italy with an army 
of one hundred thoufand Barbarians l41 . The 
king, and fome chofen followers, were mounted v 
on horfeback , and armed with lances : the infan- 
* try, without bows or fpcars, were fatisfied with 
a fliield , a fword , and a double-edged battle-axe, 
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hap, which, in their hands, became a deadly and uneiv 

XU, ring weapon. Italy trembled at the march of the 
Franks; and both the Gothic prince and the Ro- 
man general, alike ignorant of their defigns , folir 
cited, with hope and terror, the friendfhip of thefe 
dangerous allies. Till he had fecured the paffage 
of the Po on the bridge of Pavia, the grandfon 
of Clovis dilfembled his intentions , which he at 
length declared, by aflaulting, almoft at the fame 
inftant , the hoffile camps of the • Romans and 
Goths. Inftead of uniting their arms, they fled 
with equal precipitation; and the fertile , though 
defolate provinces of Liguria and iEmilia, were 
abandoned to a licentious hoft of Barbarians, whofe 
* rage was not mitigated by any thoughts of fet- 
tlement or conqueft. Among the cities which they 
ruined, Genoa, not yet conftrudted of marble, 
is particularly enumerated : and the deaths of thou- 
fands, according to the regular practice of war, 
appear to have excited lefs horror than fome ido- 
latrous facrifices of women and children , which 
were performed with impunity in the camp of the 
moffc Chriftian king. If it were not a melancholy 
truth, that the fir ft and moft cruel fufferings mull 
be the lot of the innocent and helplefs, hiftory 
might exult in the mifery of the conquerors, who, 
in the midft of riches , were left deftitute of bread 
or wine , reduced to drink the waters of the Po , 
and to feed on the flelh of diftempered cattle. 
The dyfentery fwept away one -third of their 
army; and the clamours of his fubjedts , who were 
impatient to pafs the^Alps, difpofed Theodcbert 
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to liften ■with refpedt to the mild exhortations of chap. 
Belifarius. The memory of this inglorious and xli. 
deftrudtive warfare was perpetuated on the medals 
of Gaul; and Juftinian, without unfheathing his 
fword, affumed the title of conqueror of the Franks. 

The Merovingian prince was offended by the vani- 
ty of the emperor; he affedted to pity the fallen 
fortunes of the Goths; and his infidious offer of a 
fcederal union was fortified by the promife or 
menace of defcending from the Alps at the head 
of five hundred thoufand men. His plans of con- 
queft were boundlefs and perhaps chimerical. The 
king of Auftrafia threatened to chaftife Juftinian, 
and to march to the gates of Conftantinople 1,1 : 
he was overthrown and flain 101 by a wild bull I04 , 
as he hunted in the Belgic or German forefts. 

As foon as Belifarius was delivered from his Belifarius 
foreign and domeftic enemies , he ferioufly applied beficges 
his forces to the final redudiion of Italy. In the 
fiege of Ofimo , the general was nearly tranfpierc- 
cd with an arrow, if the mortal ftroke had not 
been intercepted by one of his guards , who loft, 
in that pious office , the ufe of his hand. The 
Goths of Ofimo, four thoufand warriors, with 
thofe ofFxfulx.and the Cottian Alps, were among 
the laft who maintained their independence ; and 
their gallant refiftance ' which almoft tired the 
patience , deferved the efteem , of the conqueror. 

His prudence refufed to fubfcribe the fafe con- 
duct which they afked , to join their brethren of 
Ravenna; but they faved , by an honourable capi- 
tulation, one moiety at leaft of their wealth, with 
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Chat, the free alternative of retiring peaceably to their 
Xlh eftates, or enlifting to ferve the emperor in his 
Perfian wars. The multitudes which yet adhered 
to the ftandard of Vitiges , far furpaffed the num- 
ber of the Roman troops; but neither prayers, 
nor defiance, nor the extreme danger of his mod 
faithful fubjedts, could tempt the Gothic king 
beyond the fortifications of Ravenna. Thefe for- 
tifications were, indeed, impregnable to the 
afiaults of art or violence; and when Belifarius 
inverted the capital , he was foon convinced that 
famine only could tame the ftubborn fpirit of 
the Barbarians. T he fea , the land, and the chan- 
nels of the Po , were guarded by the vigilance 
of the Roman general; and his morality extend- 
ed the rights of war to the practice of poifoning 
the waters and fecretly firing the grana- 
ries I0 ‘ of a befieged. city ,0 \ While he prelfed 
the blockade of Ravenna, he was furpvifed by 
the arrival of two ambaffadors from Conftantino- 
ple, with a treaty of peace, which Juftinian had 
imprudently figned, without deigning to confult 
the author of his victory. By this difgraceful 
2nd precarious agreement, Italy and the Gothic 
treafure were divided , and the provinces beyond 
the Po were left with the regal title to the fuc- 
ceffor of Theodoric. The ambaffadors were 
eager to accomplilh their falutary commiflion; 
the captive Vitiges accepted, with tranfport, the 
unexpected offer of a crown; honour was lefs 
prevalent among the Goths, than the want and 
appetite of food ; and the Roman chiefs , who 
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murmured at the continuance of the war, pro- 
feffed implicit fubmiffion to the commands of the 
emperor. If Belifarius had poffeffed only the 
courage of a foldier , the laurel would have been 
Snatched from his hand by timid and envious 
counfels ; but in this decifive moment , he re- 
solved, with the magnanimity of a ftatefman, to 
Suftain alone the danger and merit of generous 
difobedience. Each of his officers gave a writ- 
ten opinion, that the fiege of Ravenna was im- 
practicable and hopelefs : the general then rejected 
the treaty of partition , and declared his own re- 
solution of leading Vitiges in chains to the feet 
of Juftinian. The Goths retired with doubt and 
difmay: this peremptory refufal deprived them 
of the only Signature which they could truft, 
and filled their minds with a juft apprehenfion , 
that a Sagacious enemy had discovered the full 
extent of their deplorable ftate. They compared 
the fame and fortune of Belifarius with the weak- 
nefs of their ill-fated king; and the comparifoa 
fuggefted an extraordinary project to which Viti- 
ges , with apparent refignation , was compelled 
to acquiefce. Partition woifid ruin the ftrength, 
exile would difgrace the honour, of the nation; 
but they offered their arms, their treafures, and 
the fortifications of RaVenna, if Belifarius would 
difclaim the authority of a mailer, accept the 
choice of the Goths, and affume, as he had de- 
ferved, the kingdom of Italy. If the falfe luftre 
of a diadem could have tempted the loyalty of a 
faithful fubjeCt, his prudence muft have forefeem 
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the inconftancy of the Barbarians , and his rati- 
onal ambition would prefer the fafe and honour- 
able flation of a Roman general. Even the 
patience and feeming fatisfadion with which he 
entertained a propofal of treafpn, might be fuf- 
cepdble of a malignant interpretation. But the 
lieutenant of Juftinian was confcious of his own 
rectitude ; he entered into a dark and crooked 
path, as it might lead to the voluntary fubmif- 
fion of the Goths ; and his dextrous policy per- 
fuaded them that he was difpofed to comply 
with their wilhes , without engaging an oath or 
a promife for the performance of a treaty which 
he fecretly abhorred. The day of the furrender 
of Ravenna was ftipulated by the Gothic am- 
baffadors : a fleet laden with provifions , failed as 
a welcome gueft into the deepeft recefs of the 
harbour : the gates were opened to the fancied 
king of Italy ; and Belifarius , without meeting 
an enemy, triumphantly marched through the 
ftreets of an impregnable city The Romans 
were aftonifhed by their fuccefs ; the multitudes 
of tall and robufl: Barbarians were confounded 
by the image of their own patience; and the 
mafculine females , fpitting in the faces of their 
fons and hufbands, moil bitterly reproached them 
for betraying their dominion and freedom to 
thefe pygmies of the fouth , contemptible in their 
numbers, diminutive in their ftature. Before the 
Goths could recover from the firft furprife, and 
claim the accomplifhment of their doubtful hopes, 
the vi&or eftabliflied his jpower in Ravenna, 
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beyond the danger of repentance and revolt chap; 
Vitiges, who perhaps had attempted to efcape* xli. 
was honourably guarded in his palace ; the captivity of 
flower of the Gothic youth was fele&ed for the 
fervice of the emperor; the remainder of the 
people was difmiffed to their peaceful habitations, 
in the fouthern provinces ; and a colony of Ita- 
lians was invited to replenilh the depopulated 
city. The fubmiflion of the capital was imitated 
in the towns and villages of Italy, which had 
not been fubdued , or even vifited by the Ro- 
mans; and the independent Goths who remained 
in arms at Pavia and Verona, were ambitious 
only ‘ to become the fubje&s of Belifarius. But 
bis inflexible loyalty rejected, except as the fub- 
ftitute of Juftinian, their oaths of allegiance ;• 
and he was not offended by the reproach of their 
deputies, that he rather chofe to be a Have than 
a king. 

After the fecond victory of Belifarius, envy Return and 
again whifpered, Juftinian liftened, and the hero |; lo . ry of Beh ‘ 
was recalled. “ The remnant of the Gothic war A d. s 4 o, 
w was no longer worthy of his prefence : a gra- &0 - 
“ cious fovereign was impatient to reward hi& 

“ fervices, and to confult his wifdom ; and he 
“ alone was capable of defending the Eaft againft 
“ the innumerable armies of Perfia. ” Belifarius 
underftood the fufpicion , accepted the excufe , 
embarked at Ravenna his fpoils and trophies; 
and proved, by his ready obedience, that fuch 
an abrupt removal from the government of Italy 
was not lefs unjuft than it might have been in- 
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« H a p. difcreet. The emperor received with honourable 
xli. courtefy, both Vitiges and his more noble con- 
fort: and as the king of the Goths conformed 
to the Athanalxan faith , he obtained, with a 
rich inheritance of lands in Aha, the rank of 
fenator and patrician Every fpedtator admir- 
ed, without peril, the ftrength and ftature of the 
young Barbarians: they adored the majefty of the 
throne, and promifed to fhed their blood in the 
fervice of their benefactor. Juftinian depofited in 
the Byzantine palace the treafures of the Gothic 
monarchy. A flattering fenate was fometimes 
admitted to gaze on the magnificent fpeCtacle ; 
but it was envioufly fecluded from the public 
view ; and th„e conqueror of Italy renounced , 
without a murmur, perhaps without a figh, the 
well-earned honours of a fecond triumph. His 
glory was indeed exalted above all external, 
pomp; and the faint and hollow praifes of the 
court were fupplied , even in a fervile age , by 
the refpedt and admiration of his country. 
Whenever he appeared in the ftreets and public 
places of Conftantinople , Belifarius attracted and 
fatisfied the eyes of the people. His lofty ftature 
and majeftic countenance fulfilled their expectati- 
ons of an hero; the meaneft of his fellow-citizens 
were emboldened by his gentle and gracious 
demeanour; and the martial train which attend- 
ed his footfteps , left his perfon more acceflible 
than in a day of battle. Seven thoufand horfemen, 
matchlefs for beauty and valour, were maintained 
i & the fervice, and at the private expence of the 
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general Their prowefs was always confpicu- 
ous in fingle combats , or in the foremoft ranks ; 
and both parties confeffed . that in the fiege of 
Rome, the guards of Belifarius had alone van- 
quished the Barbarian hoft. Their numbers were 
continually augmented by the braveft and moft 
faithful of the enemy; and his fortunate captives, 
the Vandals, the Moors, and the Goths, emu- 
lated the attachment of his domcftic followers. 
By the union of liberality and juftice, he ac- 
quired the love of the Soldiers, without alienat- 
ing the affedtions of .the people. The fick and 
wounded were relieved with medicines and mo- 
ney; and ftill more efficaciously , by the healing 
vilits and fmiles of their commander. The lots 
of a weapon or an horfe was inftantly repaired, 
and each deed of valour was rewarded by the 
rich and honourable gifts of a bracelet or a 
collar, which were rendered more precious by 
the judgment of Belifarius. He was endeared to 
the hufbandmen, by the peace and plenty which 
they enjoyed under the Shadow of his ftandard. 
Inftead of being injured , the country was en- 
riched by the march of the Roman armies; and 
fuch was the rigid difcipline of their camp, that 
not an apple was gathered from the tree , not a 
path could be traced in the fields of corn. Beli- 
farius was chafte and fober. In the licence of a 
military life, none could boaft that they had feen 
him intoxicated with wine : the moft beautiful 
captives of Gothic or Vandal race were offered 
to his embraces ; but he turned alide from their 
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charms, and the hufband of Antonina was never 
fufpedted of violating the laws of conjugal fidelity. 
The fpedtator and hiftorian of his exploits has 
obferved , that amidft the perils of war, he was 
daring without ralhnefs, prudent without fear, 
flow or rapid according to the exigences of the 
moment; that in the deepeft diftrefs, he was 
animated by real or apparent hope, but that he 
was modeft and humble in the mod profperous 
fortune. By thefe virtues, he equalled or excelled 
the ancient matters of the military art. Vidtory, 
by fea and land, attended bis arms. He fubdued 
Africa, Italy, and the adjacent iflands; led away 
captives the fuccefTors of Genferic and Theoda- 
ric ; filled Conftantinople with the fpoils of their 
palaces, and in the fpace of fix years recovered 
half the provinces of the Weflern empire. In his 
fame and merit, in wealth and power , he re- 
mained, without a rival, the firft of the Roman 
fubjedts : the voice of envy could only magnify 
his dangerous importance ; and the emperor 
might applaud his own difeerning fpirit, which 
had difeovered and railed the genius of Beli- 
larius. 

It was the cuftom of the Roman triumphs, 
that a flave fhould be placed behind the chariot 
to remind the conqueror of the inftability of 
fortune, and the infirmities of human nature* 
Procopius , in his anecdotes , has alfumed that 
fervile and ungrateful office. The generous reader 
may caft away the libel , but the evidence of 
fadls will adhere to his memory; .and he will 

reluctantly 
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reluctantly confefs , that the fame , and even the c H A P* 
virtue of Belifarius, were polluted by the lull xu 
and cruelty of his wife; and that the' hero de- 
ferved an appellation which may not drop from 
the pen of the decent hiftorian. The mother of 
Antonina 1,1 was a theatrical proftitute , and 
both her father and grand-father exercifed at 
Theflalonica and Conftantinople, the vile, though 
lucrative, profeffion of charioteers. In the various 
fituations of their fortune, file became the com- 
panion, the enemy, the fervant, and the favourite 
of the emprefs Theodora: thefe loofe and ambi- 
tious females had been connected by fimilaf 
pleafures , they were feparated by the jealoufy 
of vice, and at length reconciled by the partner- 
fliip of guilt. Before her marriage with Belifarius, 

Antonina had one hufband and many lovers; 

Photius , the fon of her former nuptials , was 
of an age to diftinguifh himfelf at the fiege of 
Naples; and it was not till the autumn of her 
age and beauty IU that flie indulged a fcandalous 
attachment to a Thracian youth. Theodofius Her lover 
had been educated in the Eunomian herefy ; the The0ll " (iu, ' 
African voyage was confecrated by the baptifm 
and aufpicious name of the firft foldicr who 
embarked ; and the profelyte was adopted into 
the family of his Spiritual parents ***, Belifarius 
and Antonina. Before they touched the fhores of 
Africa, this holy kindred degenerated into, fenfual 
love ; and as Antonina foon overleaped the 
bounds of modefty and caution , the Roman 
general was alone ignorant of his own diflionour. 

Vol. VII. Q. 
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Chup. During their refidence at Carthage , he furprifed 
xll the two lovers in a fubterraneous chamber, foli- 
tary, warm , .and almoft naked. Anger flaflied 
from his eyes. “ With the help of this young 
“ man, faid the unblufhing Antonina, “ 1 was 
c ‘ fecreting our moll precious efteds from the 
a knowledge of Jullinian. ” The youth refumed 
his garments, and the pious hufband confented 
to disbelieve the evidence of his own fenfes. 
From this pleafing and perhaps voluntary delu- 
fion, Belifarius was awakened at Syracufe, by 
the officious information of Macedonia and 
that female attendant , after requiring an oath 
for her fecurity , produced two chamberlains, 
who, like herfelf, had often beheld the adulteries 
of Antonina. An hafly flight into Afia faved 
Theodofius from the juftice of an injured hufband, 
who had fignified to one of his guards the order 
of his death; but the tears of Antonina, and her 
artful fedudions, allured the credulous hero of 
her innocence ; and he Hooped , againft his faith 
and judgment, to abandon thofe imprudent 
friends who had prefumed to accufc or doubt 
the chaftity of his wife. The revenge of a guilty 
woman is implacable and bloody : the unfortun- 
ate Macedonia, with the two witneffes, were 
fecredy arretted by the minifter of her cruelty ; 
their tongues were cut out, their bodies were 
hacked into fmall pieces, and their remains were 
caff into the fea of Syracufe. A ralh , though 
judicious faying of Conftantine ; “ I would 

fooner have puniflied the aduJtrefs than the 
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“ boy, ” was deeply remembered by Antonina; 
and two years afterwards, when defpair had arm- 
ed that officer againft his general, .her fanguinary 
advice decided and haftened his execution. Even 
the indignation of Photius was not forgiven by 
liis mother ; the exile of her fon prepared the 
recal of her lover; and Theodofius condefcended 
to accept the preffing and humble invitation of 
the conqueror of Italy. In the abfolute direction 
of his houfehold, and in the important commif- 
fions of peace and war 1,5 , the favourite youth 
moil rapidly acquired a fortune of four hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling: and after their return 
to Conftantinople, the paffion of Antonina, at 
lead , continued ardent and unabated. But fear, 
devotion , and latitude perhaps , infpired Theo- 
dofius with more ferious thoughts. He dreaded 
the bufy fcandal of the capital, and the indifereet 
fondnefs of the wife of Belifarius; efcaped from 
her embraces, and retiring to Ephefus, fhaved 
his head , and took refuge ffi the fan&uary of a 
morfaftic life. The defpair of the new Ariadne 
could fcarcely have been excufed by the death 
of her hufband. She wept., ffie tore her hair , (lie 
filled the palace with her cries ; <c ffie had loft 
. “ the deareft of friends , a tender, a faithful, a 
w laborious friend ! ” But her warm entreaties , 
fortified by the prayers of Belifarius, were itifuffi- 
cient to draw the holy monk from the folitade of 
Ephefus. It was not till the general moved forward 
for the Perfian war, that Theodofius could be 
tempted to return to Conftantinople ; and the 
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fhort interval before the departure of Antonina 
herfelf was boldly devoted to love and plea- 
fure. 

A philofopher" may pity and forgive the infir- 
mities of female nature, from which he receives 
no real injury; but contemptible is the hufband 
who' feels, and yet endures, his own infamy in 
that of his wife. Antonina purfued her foil with 
implacable hatred ; and the gallant Photius l,< 
was expofed to her fecret perfecutions in the 
camp beyond the Tigris. Enraged by his own 
wrongs, and by the difhonour of his blood, he 
calf away in his turn the fentiments of nature, 
and revealed to Belifarius the turpitude of a 
woman who had violated all the duties of a 
mother and a wife. From the furprife and in- 
dignation of the Roman general, his former cre- 
dulity appears to have been fmcere: he embraced 
the- knees of the -foil of Antonina, adjured him 
to remember his obligations rather than his birth, 
and confirmed at the. altar their holy vows of 
revenge and mutual defence. The dominion of 
Antoniria was impaired by abfence ; and when 
fhe met her hufband, on his return from the 
Perfian confines, Belifarius, in his firR and tran- 

- fient emotions, confined her perfon and threaten- 
ed her life. Photius was more refolved to punifh, 
and 'lefs prompt to pardon: he flew to Ephcfiuj 
extorted from a trufty eunuch of his mother the 
full confeftion of her guilt;- arrefted Theodofius 

- and his treafures in the church of Sp John the 

• Apoftlc , .and concealed his captives , whole exc- 
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cution was only delayed , in a fecure and fequef chat. 
tered fortrefs of Cilicia. Such a daring outrage xli. 
againft public juftice . could not pafs with im- 
punity; and the caufe of Antonina was efponfed 
by the emprefs , whofe favour (he had defer v- 
ed by the recent fervices of the difgrace 
of a prsefedl , and the exile and murder of 
a pope. At the end of the campaign , Belifarius' 
was recalled: he complied', as ufual, with the 
Imperial mandate. His mind was not prepared 
for rebellion: his obedience, however adverfe to 
the didates of honour , was confonant to the 
wifhes of his heart; and when he embraced his 
wife , at the command, and perhaps in the pre* 
fence, of the emprefs, the tender hufband was 
difpofed to forgive or to be forgiven. 7 he bounty 
of Theodora rcferved for her companion a more 
precious favour. (< I have found,'’ fhe fa id, ‘‘ my . 

“ dearelt patrician, a. pearl of ineftimable value: 

“ it has not yet been viewed by any mortal eye ; 

“ but the fight and the poffeflion of this jewel 
“ are deftined for my friend.” As foon as thd 
curiofity and impatience of Antonina were kind- 
led, the door of a bedchamber was thrown open, 
and fhe beheld her lover, whom the diligence 
of the eunuchs had difcovered in his fecret pri- 
fon. Her fdent wonder burffc into paflionate ex- 
clamations of gratitude and joy, and fire named 
Theodora her queen , her benefadrefs , and her 
faviour. 1 he monk of Ephefus was nourifhed 
in the palace with luxury and ambition ; but in- 
ftead of afluming, as he was promifcd, the com- 
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mand of the Roman armies, Theodofius expired 
in the firft fatigues of an amorous interview. The 
grief of Antonina oould only be affuaged by the 
fufferingS of her fon. A youth of confular rank, 
and a fickly conftitution, was puniflied, without 
a trial, like a malefador and a flave: yet fuch 
was the conftancy of his mind , that Photius 
fuftained the tortures of the fcourge and the rack, 
without violating the faith which he had fworn 
to Belifarius. After this frurtlefs cruelty , the fon 
of Antonina, while bis mother- feafted with the 
emprefs, was buried in hef lubterraneous prifons, 
which admitted not the diftindion of night and day. 
He twice efcaped to the moft venerable fanduaries 
or Conftantinople, the churches of S. Sophia and of 
the Virgin: but his tyrants were infenfible of re- 
Jigion and of pity; and the helplefs youth , amidft 
the clamours of the clergy and people , was 
twice dragged from the altat* to the dungeon. 
His third attempt was more fu.ccefsful. At the 
end of three years, the prophet Zachariah, or 
fome mortal friend , indicated the means of- an 
efcape: he eluded the fpies and guards of the 
emprefs, reached the holy fepulchre of Jerufalem, 
embraced the profeffion of a monk ; and the ab- 
bot Photius was employed, after the death of 
Juftinian, to reconcile and regulate the churches 
of Egypt. The fon of Antonina fullered all that 
an enemy can inflid : her patient hufband impof- 
ed on himfelf the more exquifite mifery of vi. 
dating' his promife and deferting his friend. 

In the fucceeding campaign, Belifarius was again 
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Cent againft the Perfians: he faved the Eaft, but c hat* 
he offended Theodora, and perhaps the emperor xti. 
himfelf. The malady of Juftinian had countenan- rubm,fll0 “ of 
ced the rumour of his death; and the Roman 
general, on the fuppofition of that probable event, 
fpoke the free language of a citizen and a foldier. 

His colleague Buzes, who concurred in the fame 
fentiments, loft his rank, his liberty, and his health, 
by the perfecution of the emprefs: but the difgrace 
of Belifarius was alleviated by the dignity of his 
own character, and the influence of his wife, 
who might wifli to humble, but could not defire 
to ruin the partner of her fortunes. Even his 
removal was coloured by the aflurance, that the 
finking ftate of Italy would be retrieved by the . 

Tingle prefence of its conqueror. But no fooner 
had he returned, alone and defencelefs , than an 
hoftile commiflion was fent to the Eaft, to feize 
his treafures and criminate his adtions ; the guards 
and veterans who followed his private banner, 
were diftributed among the chiefs of the army, 
and even the eunuchs prefumed to call lots for 
. the partition of his martial domeftics. When he 
paffed with a fmall and fordid retinue through 
the ftreets of Conftantinople , his forlorn appear- 
ance excited the amazement and compaftion of 
the people. • Juftinian and Theodora received 
him with cold ingratitude; the fervile crowd , 
with infolence and contempt; and in the evening 
lie retired with trembling fteps to his deferted 
palace. An indifpofition , feigned or real , had 
confined Antonina to her apartment: and fhc 
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(hap. walked difdainfully filent in the adjacent portico, 
xli. while Belifarius threw himfelf on his bed, and 
expelled, in tin agony of grief and terror, the 
death which he had fo often braved under the 
walls of Rome. Long after fun-fet, a meffenger 
was announced from the emprefs ; he opened 
with anxious curiofity the letter which contained 
the fentcnce of his fate. w You cannot be ig- 
c ‘ norant how much yon have deferved my dif- 
“ pleafure, I am not infenfible of the fervices 
f* of Antonina. To her merits and interceffion I 
“ have- granted your life , and permit you to 
ee retain , a part of your treafures , which might 
a be juflly forfeited to the Bate. Let your gra- 
fC titude, where it is due, be difplayed, not in 
** words , but in your future behaviour.” I 
know not how to believe or to relate the tranf- 
ports with which the hero is faid to have re- 
ceived this ignominious pardon. He fell proftrate 
before his wife, he killed the feet of his faviour, 
and he devoutly promifed to live the grateful and 
fubmillive flave of Antonina. A fine of one 
hundred and twenty thoufand pounds fterling 
was levied on the fortunes of Belifarius , and 
with the office of count, or mailer of the royal 
Babies, lie accepted the condud of the: Italian 
War. At his departure from Conftantinoplc , his 
friends, and even the public, were perl'uaded, 
that as foon as he regained his freedom , he 
would renounce his diffimulation, and that his 
wife, Theodora, and perhaps the emperor him- 
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felf, would be facrificed to the juft revenge of 
a virtuous rebel. Their hopes were deceived ; 
and the unconquerable patience and loyalty of 
Bclifarius appear either belcnp or above the char- 
acter of a man " 7 . 
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CHAP. XLII. 


State of the Barbaric World. — EJlablishment of the 
Lombards on the Danube. — Tribes and Inroads of 
the Sdavonians. —Origin , Empire , and Emb a jfies of 
the Turks . — The Flight of the Avars — Chofroes I. or 
Flushirvan King of Perfa. — His pr’ofperous Reign 
and Wars with the Romans . — The Colchian or Lazic 
War. — The ^Ethiopians . 

chap. OlJR eftimate of perfonal merit is relative to 
XLII. the common faculties of mankind. The afpiring 
weakntfs of e ft' or t s D f genius, or virtue , either in active or 
jumvan * ° f fpeculative life, are meafured, not fo much by 
a. ». their real elevation, as by the height to which 
si/ s«>. t j 1C y a f ccm l above the level of their age or coun- 
try:, and the fame ftature, which in a people of 
giants would pafs unnoticed, muft appear cor.- 
fpicuous in a race of pygmies. Leonidas, and his 
three hundred companions, devoted their lives 
at Thermopylae ; but the education of the infant, 
the boy. and the man , had prepared , and almoll 
enfured this memorable facrifice; and each Spar- 
tan would approve „ rather than admire, an ad 
of duty, of which himfelf and eight thoufand of 
liis fellow - citizens were equally capable 1 . The 
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great Pompcy might infc'ribe on his trophies, that 
he had defeated in battle two millions of enemies, 
and reduced fifteen hundred cities from the lake 
Mxotis to the Red Sea * : but the fortune of Rome 
flew before his eagles; the nations were opprelfcd 
by- their own fears, and the invincible legions 
which he commanded, had been formed bv the 
habits of conqueft and the difcipline of ages; . In 
this view, the character of -Belifarius may be de- 
fervedly placed above the heroes of the ancient, 
republics. His imperfe&ions flowed from the con- 
tagion of the times ; his virtues were his own , 
the 'free gift of nature or reflection; he railed 
himfelf without a mafter or a rival ; and fo inad- 
equate -were the arms committed to his hand, 
that his foie advantage was derived from the pride 
and prefumption of his adverfaries. Under his 
, command , the fubjeCts of Juftinian often deferv- 
ed to be called Romans : but the unwarlike 
appellation of Greeks was impofed as a term of 
reproach by the haughty Goths ; who affcded to 
blufh , that they muft difpute the kingdom of 
Italy with a nation of tragedians, pantomimes, 
and pirates \ The climate of Afia has indeed 
been found lefs congenial than that of Europe , 
to military fpirit : thofe populous countries were 
enervated by luxury, defpotifm , andfuperftition t 
and the monks were more expen five and more 
numerous than the foldiers of the Eaft. The 
regular force of the empire had once amounted 
to fix hundred and forty-five thoufand men : it 
was reduced, in the time of Juftinian , to one 
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chap, hundred and fifty thoufand ; and this number, 
xui. large as it may feem, was thinly fcattered over 
the fea and land ; in Spain and Italy, in Africa and 
Egypt, on the banks of the Danube, the coaft of 
the Euxine, and the frontiers of Perfia. The citi- 
zen was exhaufted , yet the foldier was unpaid ; 
his poverty was mifchievoufiy foothed by the 
privilege of rapine and indolence ; and the tardy 
payments were detained and intercepted by the 
fraud of thofe agents who ufurp , without cou- 
rage or danger , the emoluments of war. Public 
and private diftrefs recruited the armies of the 
ftate; but in the field, and ftill more in the pre- 
fence of the enemy, their numbers were always 
defedtive. The want of national fpirit was fup- 
plied by the precarious faith and diforderly fer- 
vice of Barbarian mercenaries. Even military 
honour, which has often furvived the lofs of vir- 
tue and freedom, was almoft totally extindb The 
generals , who were multiplied beyond the example 
of former times, laboured only to prevent the 
fuccefs , or to fully the reputation , of their col- 
leagues; and they had been taught by experience, 
that if merit fometimes provoked the jealoufy, 
error , or even guilt , would obtain the indulgence, 
of a gracious emperor 4 . In fuch an age, the 
triumphs of Belifarius, and afterwards of Nar- 
fes, fhiiie with incomparable luftre ; but they are 
encompalfed with the darkeft fihades of difgrace 
and calamity. While the lieutenant of Juftinian 
fubdued the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals, 
the emperor 5 , timid, though ambitious; balan- 
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ced the forces of the Barbarians, fomented their chap. 
divilions by flattery and falfehood , and invited xlii. 
by his patience and liberality the repetition of 
injuries *. The keys of Carthage , Rome , and 
Ravenna, were prefented to their conqueror, 
while Antioch was deftroyed by the Perfians, 
and Juftinian trembled for the fafety of Conftan- 
tinople. 

Even the Gothic victories of Belifarius were state of the 
prejudicial to the ftate , fince they abolifhed the Barbanan ** 
important, barrier of the Upper Danube, which 
had been fo faithfully guarded by Theodoric and 
his daughter. For the defence of Italy, the 
Goths evacuated Pannonia and Noricum, which 
they left in a peaceful and flourilhing condition : 
the fovereignty was claimed by the emperor of 
the Romans ; the adtual polfeflion was abandon- 
ed to the boldnefs of the firft invader. On 
the oppofite banks of the Danube, the plains of 
Upper Hungary and the Tranfylvanian hills were 
polfefled , fince the death of Attila, by the tri- 
bes of the Gepidx , who refpedled the Gothic The Gcpid*. 
arms, and defpifed , not indeed the gold of the 
Romans, but the fecret motive of their annual 
fublidies. The vacant fortifications df the river 
were inflantiy occupied by thefe Barbarians : 
their ftandards were planted on the walls of Sir- 
mium and Belgrade; and the ironical tone of 
their apology aggravated this infult on the ma* 
jelly of the empire. “ So extenfive, O Cxfar , 

“ are your dominions ; fo numerous are your 
“ cities ; that you are continually feeking for na- 
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“ tions to whom , either in peace or war , you 
tc may relinquifti thefe ufelefs poffeftions. The 
“ Gepidx are your brave and faithful allies ; and 
“ if they have anticipated your gifts, they have 
“ Ihewn a juft confidence in your bounty.” 
Their prefumption was excufed by the mode of 
revenge which Juftinian embraced. Inftead 
of afterting the rights of a fovereign for the 
protection of his fubjects , the emperor invited 
a ftrange [people to invade and poflefs the 
Roman provinces between, the Dauube and 
the Alps; and the ambition of the Gepidx 
was checked by the rifing power and fame of 
the Lombards 7 . This corrupt appellation has 
been diffufed in the thirteenth century by the 
merchants and bankers, the Italian pofterity of 
thefe favage warriors: but the original name of 
Langobards is expreflivc only of the peculiar length 
and fafliion of their beards. I am not difpofed 
either to queftion or to juftify their Scandinavian 
origin * ; nor to purfue the migrations of the 
Lombards through unknown regions and marvel- 
lous adventures. About the time of Auguftus 
and Trajan, a ray of hiftoric light breaks on the 
darknefs of their antiquities , and they are difeo- 
vered , forthefirft time, between the Elbe and the 
Oder, fierce, beyond. the example of theGermans, 
they delighted to propagate the tremendous belief, 
that their heads wereformed like the heads of dogs , 
and that they drank the blood of their enemies 
whom they vanquilhed in battle. The fmallnefsof 
their numbers was recruited by the adoption of their 
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braveft (laves; and alone, amidft their powerful chap. 
neighbours, they defended by arms their high- xlii. 
fpirited independence. In the tempefts of the north, 
which overwhelmed fo many names and nations, 
this little bark of the Lombards ftill floated on 
the furface : they gradually dcfcended towards 
the fouth and the Danube ; and at the end of 
four hundred years they again appear with their 
ancient valour and renown. Their manners were 
not lefs ferocious. The afTaflination of a royal 
gueft was executed in the prefence , and by the 
command, of the king’s daughter, who had been 
provoked by fome words of infult, and difap- 
pointed by his diminutive ftature; and a tribute, 
the price of blood , was impofed on the Lom- 
bards , by his brother , the king of the Heruli. 
Adverfity revived a fenfe of moderation and juft- 
ice, and the infolence of conqueft was chaftifed 
by the fignal defeat and irreparable difperfion of 
the Heruli , who were feated in the fouthern pro- 
vinces of Poland *. The victories of the Lom- 
bards recommended them to the friendlhip of the 
emperors: and at the folicitation of Juftinian, 

they pafled the Danube, to reduce, according to 
their treaty , the cities of Noricum and the fort- 
relfes of Pannonia. But the fpirit of rapine foon 
tempted them beyond thefe ample limits; they 
wandered along the coaft of the Hadriatic as far 
4s Dyrrachium , and prefumed , with familiar 
rudenefs , to enter the towns and houfes of their 
Roman allies , and to feize the captives who had 
cfcaped from their audacious hands. Thefe a<fts 
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of hoflility, the Tallies, as it might be pretended, 
of fome loofe adventurers, were difowned by the 
nation, and excufed by the emperor; but the 
arms of the Lombards were more ferioufly enga- 
ged by a conteft of thirty years, which was ter- 
minated only by the extirpation of the Gepidze. 
The hoftile nations often pleaded their caufe be- 
fore the throne of Conftantinople ; and the crafty 
Juftinian, to whom the Barbarians were almoft 
equally odious, pronounced a partial and ambi- 
guous fentence , and dextroufly protradted the 
war by flow and ineffectual fuccours. Their 
flrength was formidable , fince the Lombards , 
who fent into the field l'everal myriads offoldiers, 
{bill claimed , as the weaker fide , the protedtion 
of the Romans. Their fpirit was intrepid; yet 
fuch is the uncertainty of courage , that the two 
armies were fuddenly {truck with a panic ; they 
fled from each other, and the rival kings remain- 
ed with their guards in the midft of an empty 
plain. A {liort truce was obtained; but their 
mutual refentment again kindled ; and the re- 
membrance of their fliame rendered the next en- 
counter more defperate and bloody. Forty thou- 
fand of the Barbarians perilhed in the decifive bat- 
tle , which broke the power of the Gepidzc , trans- 
ferred the fears and willies of Juftinian, andfirft 
difplayed the chara&er of Alboin, the youthful 
prince of the Lombards, and the future conquer- 
or of Italy 

The wild people who dwelt or wandered in 
the plains of Rullia , Lithuania, and Boland, 

mi edit 
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might be reduced , in the age of Juftinian , under 
the two great families of the Bulgarians “ 
and the Sclavonians. According to the Greek 
writers , the former , who touched the Euxine 
and the lake Mseotis , derived from the Huns 
their name or defcent ; and it is needlefs to renew 
the fimple and well-known picture of Tartar- 
manners. They were bold and dextrous archers, 
who drank the milk, and feafted on the flelh of 
their fleet and indefatigable holies ; whofe flocks 
and herds followed , or rather guided the motions 
of their roving camps ; to whole inroads no coun- 
try was remote or impervious, and who were 
pradtifed in flight , though incapable of fear. The 
nation was divided into two powerful and hoftile 
tribes , who purfued each other with fraternal 
hatred. Thdy eagerly dilputed the friendfliip or 
rather the gifts of the emperor ; and the diftindtion 
which nature had fixed between the faithful dog and 
the rapacious wolf, was applied by an ambaflador 
who received only verbal inftruclions from the 
mouth of his illiterate prince II . The Bulgarians, 
of whatfoever fpecies, were equally attracted by 
Roman wealth : they aflumed a vague dominion 
over the Sclavonian name, and their rapid march- 
es could only be flopped by the Baltic fea , 
or the extreme cold and poverty of the north. 
But the fame race of Sclavonians appears to have 
maintained, in every age, the pofleflion of the 
fame countries. Their numerous tribes , however 
diftant or adverfe , ufed one common language 
(it was harlh and irregular), and were known 
Vol. VII. “ R 
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chap, by the refemblance of their form, which deviated 
xlii. from the fwarthy Tartar, and approached without 
attaining, the lofty ftaturc and fair complexion of 
the German. Four thoufand fix hundred villages 
were fcattcred over the provinces of, Ruflia and 
Poland, and their huts were haftily. built of rough 
' , timber , in a country deficient both in Hone and 

!i - iron. Erected, or rather concealed in the depth 

of fore Its , on the banks of rivers, or the edge 
of moraffes, we may not perhaps, without flat- 
tery , compare them to the architecture of the 
beaver ; which they refembled in a double iflue , 
to the land and water, for the efcape of the 
« favage inhabitant, an animal lefs clean, iefc 

diligent , and lefs focial than that marvellous 
quadrupede. The fertility of the foil, rather 
than the labour of the natives , fupplied the 
i ruftic plenty of the Sclavonians. Their flieep 

and horned cattle were large and numerous , and 
the fields which they fowed with millet and 
panic 14 , afforded , in the place of bread, a 
coarfe and lefs nutritive food. The inceflant 
rapine of their neighbours compelled them to 
bury this treafure in the earth ; but on the appear- 
ance of a ftranger , it was freely imparted by a 
people, whofe unfavourable chara&er is qualified 
by the epithets of chafte, patient and hofpitable. 
As their fupreme god , they adored an invifible 
l ; niafler of the thunder. The rivers and the nymphs 

obtained their fnbordinate honours , and the po- 
pular worfhip was expreffed in vows and facri- 
lice. The Sclavonians difdained to obey a defpot. 
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a prince, or even a magiftrate; but their expe- c it a Ft 
rience was too narrow , their pathons too head- xui. 
ftrong, to compofe a fyfteni of equal law or 
general defence. Some voluntary refped was yield- 
ed to age and valour ; but each tribe or village 
exifted as a feparate republic , and all niuft be 
perfuaded where none could be compelled. They 
fought on foot , almoft naked , and , except an 
unwieldy fhield , without any defenfive armour: 
their weapons of Offence were a bow , a quiver 
of fmall poil'oned arrows , and a long rope , 

■which they dextroufly threw from a diftance, 
and entangled their enemy in a running noofe. 

In the field, the Sclavonian infantry was dan- 
gerous by their fpced , agility , and hardinefs : 
they fwnm , they dived , they remained under 
water , drawing their breath through a hollow 
cane ; and a river or lake was often the feene 
of their unfufpected ambufcadc. But thefe were 
the atcliievements of fpies or ftragglers ; the 
military art was unknown to the Sclavonians ; 
their name was obfeure, and their conquefls 
were inglorious I have marked the faint and Their io- 
general outline of the Sclavonians and Bulgar- roa<!s - 
ians , without attempting to- define their #nter- 
mediate boundaries, which were not accurately 
known or refpecled, by the Barbarians thcmfelv- 
es. Their importance was meafured by their 
Vicinity to the empire ; and the level country of 
Moldavia and Walachia Was occupied by the 
Antes a Sclavonian tribe, which fwelled the 
titles of Juftinian, with an epithet of conqueft 11 1 
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c k a p. Againft the Antes he eredted the fortifications 
xui. of the lower Danube ; and laboured to fecure 
the alliance of a people feated in the diredt 
channel of northern inundation , an interval of 
two hundred miles between the mountains of 
Tranfylvania and the Euxine fea. But the 
Antes wanted power and inclination to ftem 
the fury of the torrent: and the light - armed 
Sclavonians, from an hundred tribes, purfued 
with almoft equal fpeed the footfteps of the 
Bulgarian horfe. The payment of one piece of 
gold for each foldier , procured a fafe and eafy 
retreat through the country of the Gepidsc , 
who commanded the paffage of the upper Da- 
nube '*.• The hopes or fears of the Barbarians ; 
their intefline union or difeord ; the accident of 
a frozen or fhallow flream ; the profpedt of liar- 
veil or vintage; the profperity or diflrefs of 
the Romans ; were the caufes which produced 
the uniform repetition of annual vifits **', tedious 
in the narrative, and dePrructive in the event. 
The fame year, and poflibly the fame month, 
in which Ravenna furrendered , was marked by 
an invafion of the Huns or Bulgarians, fo dread- 
ful , ^hat it almoft effaced the memory of their 
paft inroads. They fpread Irom the fubnrbs of 
Conftantinople to the Ionian gulf , deftroyed 
thirty - two cities or caftles , erazed Potidtea , 
which Athens had built and Philip had befieged, 
and repaffed the Danube , dragging at their 
horfes heels one hundred and twenty thoufand 
of the fubjects of Juftinian. In a fubfequent 
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inroad they pierced the wall of the Thracian 
Cberfonefus , extirpated the habitations and the 
inhabitants , boldly travelled the Hellefpont , 
and returned to their companions, laden with 
the fpoils of Afia. Another party, which feemed 
a multitude in the eyes of the Romans , pene- 
trated , without oppofition , from the {freights of 
1 hermopyhe to the ifthmus of Corinth ; and the 
lalf ruin of Greece, has appeared an object too 
minute for the attention of hiftory. The works 
which the emperor railed for the protedion , 
but at the expence, of his fubjeds ? ferved only 
to difclofe the weaknefs of fome negle&ed part ; 
and the walls , which by flattery had been 
deemed impregnable , were either . deferted by 
the garrifon , or fcaled by the Barbarians. Three 
thoufand Sclavonians , who infolently divided 
themfelves into two bands , difcovered the 
weaknefs and mifery of a triumphant reign. They 
paffed the Danube and the Hebrus , vanquifhed 
the Roman generals who dared to oppofe their 
progrefs , and plundered with impunity , the 
cities of Illyricum and Thrace , each of which 
had arms and numbers to overwhelm their con- 
temptible aflailants. Whatever praife the bold- 
nefs of the Sclavonians may deferve , it is fullied 
by the wanton and deliberate cruelty which they 
are accufed of exercifing on their prifoners. 
Without diilinefion of rank , or age , or fex , 
the captives were impaled or Hayed alive , or 
fufpended between four ports , and beaten with 
clubs till they expired , or inclofed in fome 
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fpacious building, and left to perifh in the flames 
■with the fpoil and cattle which might impede the 
jnarch of thefe favage vidors ,0 . Perhaps a more im- 
partial narrative would reduce the number, and 
qualify the nature of thefe horrid ads; and 
they might fometimes be excufed by the cruel 
laws of retaliation. In the fiege of Topirus SI , 
whofe obftinate defence had enraged the Scla- 
vonians, they maffacred fifteen thoufand males; 
but they i'parcd the women and children ; the 
mod valuable captives were always referved for 
labour or ranfom ; the fervitude was not rigor- 
ous , and the terms of their deliverance were 
fpeedy and moderate. But the fubjecl, or the 
hiftorian of Juftinian, exhaled his juft indignation 
in the language of complaint and reproach; and 
Procopius has confidently affirmed, that in a 
reign of thirty -two years, each annual inroad 
of the Barbarians confirmed two hundred thou- 
fand of the inhabitants of the Roman empire. 
The entire population of Turkifh Europe, which 
nearly correfponds with the provinces of Juftinian, 
would perhaps be incapable of fupplying fix mil- 
lions of perfons, the rcfult of this incredible 
eftimate **. 

In the midft of thefe obfeure calamities, Eu- 
rope felt the fhock of a revolution , which firft re- 
vealed to the world the name and nation of the 
Turks. Like Romulus, the founder of that 
martial people was fuckled by a fhe-wolf, who 
afterwards made him the father of a numerous 
progeny; and the representation of that animal 
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in the banners of the Turks, preferved the me- chap. 
mory , or rather fuggefled the idea, of a fable, xlii. 
which was invented, without any mutual inter- 
courfe, by the fhepherds of Latium and thofe of 
Scythia. At the equal diftance of two thoufand 
miles from the Cafpian, the Icy, the Chinefe, 
and the Bengal feas , a ridge of mountains is 
confpicuous, the centre, and perhaps the fummit, , 

of Afia ; which , in the language of different nati- 
ons , has been flyled Imaus, and Caf ,s , and 
Altai, and the Golden Mountains, and the 
Girdle of the Earth. The fides of the hills were 
productive of minerals; and the iron forges 1 *, 
for the purpofe of war, were exercifed by the 
Turks, the rnoft defpifed portion of the Haves 
of the great khan of the Geougcn. But their 
fervitude could only lall till a leader, bold and 
eloquent, fhould arife, to perfuade his country- 
men that the fame arms which they forged for 
their mailers, might become, in their own hands, 
the inflruments of freedom and victory. They 
Tallied from the mountain 1 '; a feeptre was the 
reward of his advice; and the annual ceremony, 
in which a piece of iron was heated in the hre, 
and a fmith’s hammer was fuccelfivcly handled 
by the prince and his nobles, recorded for ages 
the humble profeffion and rational pride of the 
Turkifh nation. Bertezena , their firfl leader , 
fignalized their valour and his own in fuccefsful 
combats againfl the neighbouring tribes; but 
when he prefumed to afk in marriage the daughter 
of the great khan , the infulent demand of a 
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swap, flave and a mechanic was contemptuoufly re- 
XX.] i, jedled. The difgrace was expiated by a more 
noble alliance with a princefs of China ;• and 
the decifive battle which almoll extirpated the 
ration of the Geougen , eftablilhed in Tartary 
the new and more powerful empire of the 
Turks. They reigned over the north; but they 
confeffed the vanity of conqueft, by their faith- 
ful attachment to the mountain of their fathers. 
The royal encampment feldom loll fight of 
mount Altai , from whence the river Irtilh def- 
ccnds to water the rich paftures of the Cal- 
mucks , which nourifh the largeft fhcep and 
oxen in the world. The foil is fruitful, and 
the climate mild and temperate : the happy re? 
gion was ignorant of earthquake and peftilence; 
the emperor’s throne was turned towards the 
call, and a golden wolf on the top of a fpear, 
feemcd to guard the entrance of his tent. One 
of the fucceffors of Bertezena was tempted by 
the luxury and fuperftition of China; but his 
defign of building cities and temples was defeat- 
ed by the hmple wifdom of a Barbarian coun- 
fellor. “ The Turks,” he faid , “ are not equal 
“ in number to one hundredth part of the in- 
“ habitants of China. If we balance their power, 
“ and elude their armies, it is becaufe we wan- 
“ der without any fixed habitations , in the ex- 
“ crcife of war and hunting. Are we llrong? 
<c we advance and conquer; are we feeble? we 
tJ retire and are concealed. Should the Turks 
“ confine themfeives \yithm the wails of cities, 
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* c the lofs of a battle would be the deftruclion 
* £ of their empire. The Bonzes preach only pati- 
* £ ence, humility, and the renunciation of the 
* c world. Such, O King! is not the religion of 
* heroes.” They entertained, with lefs reluct- 
ance, the doctrines of Zoroaftcr, but the great- 
eft part of the nation acquiefced , without en- 
quiry , in the opinions, or rather in the practice, 
of their anceftor#. The honours of facrifice 
were referved for the fupreme deity ; they 
acknowledged , in rude hymns , their obligations 
to the air , the tire , the water , and the earth ; 
and their priefts derived fomc profit from the art 
of divination. Their unwritten laws were rigor- 
ous and impartial: theft was puniihed by a ten- 
fold reftitution ; adultery, treafon , and murder, 
with death ; and no chaftifement could be inflidt- 
ed too fevere for the rare and inexpiable guilt 
of cowardice. As the fubject nations marched 
under the ftandard of the Turks, their cavalry, 
both men and horfes, were proudly computed 
by millions; one of their effedtive armies con- 
fifted of four hundred thoufand foldiers , and in 
iefs than fifty years they were connected in peace 
and war with the Romans, the Perfians, and 
the Chinefe. In their northern limits , fome vef- 
tige may be difeovered of the form and fituation 
of Kamtchatka, of a people of hunters and fiflier- 
men , whofe fledges were drawn by dogs , and 
whofe habitations, were buried in the earth. 
The Turks were ignorant of aftronomy; but the 
obfervation taken by fome learned Chinefe , with 
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chap, a gnomon of eight feet, fixes the royal camp in 
xtli. the latitude of forty -nine degrees, and marks 
' their extreme progrefs within three, or at leall 

ten degrees, of the polar circle 17 . Among they- 
fouthern conquefts, the molt fplendid was that 
of the Nepthalites or white Huns, a polite and 
warlike people, who polTeffed the. commercial 
cities of Bochara and Samarcand , who had van- 
quifhed the Perfian monarch , and carried their 
victorious arms along the banks , and perhaps 
to the mouth , of the Indus. On the fide of 
the weft, the Turkifh cavalry advanced to the 
lake Macotis. They paffed that lake on the ice. 
1 he khan who dwelt at the foot of mount 
Altai , iffued his commands for the fiege of Bof- 
phorus ”, a city, the voluntary fubject of Rome, 
and whole princes had formerly been the friends 
of Athens 1 ’. To the eaft, the Turks invaded 
China , as often as the vigour of the government 
was relaxed : and 1 am taught to read in the 
liiflory of the times, that they mowed down 
their patient enemies like hemp or grafs; and 
that the mandarins applauded the v/ifdom of an 
emperor who repulfed thefe Barbarians with 
golden lances. This extent of favage empire 
compelled the Turkifh monarch to eftablifh three 
fubordinate princes of his own ^lood, who foon 
forgot their gratitude and allegiance. The con- 
querors were enervated by luxury, which is 
alw’ays fatal except to an induftrious people ; 
the policy of China folicited the vanquifhed na- 
tions to refume their independence ; and the 
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power of the Turks was limited to a period of 
two hundred years. The revival of their name 
and dominion in the fouthern countries of Alia, 
are the events of a later age ; and the dynalties, 
■which fucceeded to their native realms, may 
fleep in oblivion; fmce their hiftory bears no 
relation to the decline and fall of the Roman 
empire *\ 

In., the rapid career of conqueft , the Turks 
attacked and fubdued the nation of the Ogors 
or Varchonites on the banks of the river Til, 
which derived the epithet of black from its dark 
water or gloomy forefts The khan of the 
Ogors was flain with three hundred ihoufand of 
his fubjects, and their bodies were fcattered over 
the fpace of four days journey : their furviving 
countrymen acknowledged the ftrength and 
mercy of the Turks; and a fmall portion, about 
twenty thoufand warriors , preferred exile to 
fervitude. They followed the well-known road 
of the Volga, cherifhed the error of the nations 
who confounded them with the Avars , and 
fpread the terror of that falfe , though famous 
appellation, which had not, however, hived its 
. lawful proprietors from the yoke of the Turks **. 
After a long and victorious march , the new 
Avars arrived at the foot of mouitt Caucafus , 
in the country of the Alani 11 and Circaffians , 
where they firft heard of the fplendour and 
weaknefs of the Roman empire. They humbly 
requefted their confederate , the prince of the 
Alani , to lead them to this fource of riches ; and 
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their ambaffador, with the permiffion of the go- 
vernor of Lazica, was tranfported by the bux- 
ine fea to Conftantinople. The whole city was 
poured forth to behold with curiolity and terror 
the afped of a ftrange people : their long hair, 
which hung in treffes down their backs , was 
gracefully bound with ribbons, but the reft of 
their habit appeared to imitate the fafhion of the 
Huns. When they- were admitted to the audi- 
ence of Juftinian, Candifli , the firft of the ambaf- 
fadors , addrelfed the Roman emperor in thefe 
terms: “ You fee before you, O mighty prince, 
“ the reprefentatives of the ftrongeft and moft 
“ populous of nations, the invincible, the irre- 
“ fiftible Avars. We are willing to devote our- 
ct felves to your fervice: we are able to vanquifh 
“ and deftroy all the enemies who now difturb 
“ your repofe. But we exped, as the price 
“ of our alliance, as the reward of our valour, 
precious gifts , annual fubfidies , and fruit- 
“ ful pofl’eflions.” At the time of this embafiy, 
Juftinian had reigned above thirty , he had 
lived above fcventy-five years: his mind, as well 
as his body, was feeble and languid; and the 
conqueror of Africa and Italy , carclefs of 
the permanent intereft of his people , afpir- 
ed only to ’end his days in the bofom even 
of inglorious peace. In a ftudied oration , he 
imparted to the fenate his refolution to diflemble 
the infult, and to purchafe the friendlhip of the 
Avars; and the whole fenate, like the mandarins 
of China , applauded the incomparable wifdom 
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and forefight of their fovereign. The inflruments chap. 
of luxury were immediately prepared to captivate xui. 
the Barbarians; filken garments , .foft and fplen- 
did beds, and chains and collars incrufted with 
gold. The ambaffadors, content with fueh liberal 
reception, departed from Conftantinople, and 
Valentin, one of the emperor’s guards, was fent 
with a fimilar character to their camp at the foot 
of mount Caucafus. As their deftrudtion or their 
fuccefs mu ft be alike advantageous to the empire, 
he perfuaded them to invade the enemies of 
Rome; and they were erifily tempted , by gifts 
and promifcs, to gratify their ruling inclinations. 

Thefe fugitives who fled before the Turkilh 
arms, pafled the Tanais and Boryfthenes , and 
boldly advanced into the heart of Poland ,and 
Germany, violating the law of nations, and 
abufing the rights of vitftory. Before ten years 
had elapfed , their camps were feated on the 
Danube and the Elbe, many Bulgarian and Scla- 
vonian names were obliterated from the earth , 
and the remainder of their tribes are found , as 
tributaries and vaffals, under the ftandard of the 
Avars. The chagan, the peculiar title of their 
king, ftill affecfted to cultivate the friendfhip of 
the emperor , and Juftinian entertained fome 
thoughts of fixing them in Pannonia to balance 
the prevailing power of the Lombards. But the 
virtue or treachery of an Avar betrayed the fecret 
enmity and ambitious defigns of their country- 
men ; and they loudly complained of the timid , 
though jealous policy , of detaining their ambaf- 
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fadors, and denying the arms which they had 
been allowed to purchafe in the capital of the 
empire i *. 

Perhaps the apparent change in the difpofitions 
of the emperors, may be aferibed to the embafly 
which was received from the conquerors of the 
Avars u . The immenfe diftance which eluded 
their arms, could not extinguilh their refentment: 
the Turkilh ambafladors purfued the footfteps of 
the vanquished to the Jaik , the Volga , mount 
Caucafus, the Euxine, and Conftantinople , and 
at length appeared before the fuccefior of Con- 
ilantine, to requeft that he would not efpoufe 
the caufe of rebels and fugitives. Liven commerce 
had fome fhare in this remarkable negociation : 
and the Sogdoites, who were now the tributaries 
of the Turks , embraced the fair occafion of 
opening, by the north of the Cafpian, a new 
road for the importation of Chinefe filk into the 
Roman empire. The Perfian, who preferred the 
navigation of Ceylon, had (topped the caravans 
of Bochara and Samarcand: their filk was con- 
teinptuouhy burnt; fome Turkilh ambafladors 
died in Perfia, with a fufpicion of poifon ; and 
the great khan permitted his faithful vaflal 
Maniach, the prince of the Sogdoites, to propofe, 
at the Byzantine court, a treaty of 'alliance 
againfl their common enemies. Their fplendid 
apparel and rich prefents, the fruit of Oriental 
luxury, diftinguiflied Maniach and his colleagues, 
from the rude favages of the north : their letters, 
in the Scythian character and language , an- 
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nounced a people who had attained the rudiments 
of fcience J ‘ : they enumerated the conquefts , 
they offered the friendfhip and military aid of the 
Turks; and their fmcerity was attefted by direful 
imprecations (if they were guilty of falfehood) 
againft their own head, and the head of Difabul 
their mafter. The Greek prince entertained with 
hofpitable regard the ambalfadors of a remote 
and powerful monarch: the fight of filk-worms 
and looms difappointed the hopes of the Sog- 
doites ; the emperor renounced , or feemed to 
renounce , the fugitive Avars , but he accepted 
the alliance of the Turks; and the ratification of 
the treaty was carried by a Roman minifter to 
the foot of mount Altai. Under the fucceffors of 
Juftinian, the friendfhip of the two nations was 
cultivated by frequent and cordial intercourfe; 
the mofl favoured vaffals were permitted to 
imitate the example of the great khan; and one 
hundred and fix Turks, who, on. various occa- 
fions , had vifited Conftantinople , departed at 
the fame time for their native country. The 
duration and length of the journey from the 
Byzantine court to mount Altai , are not fpc- 
cified: it might have been difficult to mark a 
road through the namelefs deferts , the moun- 
tains, rivers, and moralfes of Tartary; but a 
curious account has been preferved of the re- 
ception of the Roman ambaffadors at the royal 
camp. After they had been puritied with fire 
and incenfe, according to a rite Hill pra&ifed 
under the fons of Zingis , they were introduced 
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c li a. p. to the prefence of Difabul. In a valley of the 
xl li. Golden Mountain, they found the great khan 
in his tent, feated in a chair with wheels, to 
which an horfe might be occafionally harnelfed. 
As foon as they had delivered their prefents, 
which were received by the proper officers, they 
expofed , in a florid oration , the willies of the 
Roman emperor, that victory might attend the 
arms of the Turks , that their reign might be long 
and profperous , and that a Ariel alliance, without 
envy or deceit, might for ever be maintained 
between the two molt powerful nations of the 
earth. The anfwer of Difabul correfponded with 
thefe friendly profeflions , and the ambafladors 
were feated by his fide , at a banquet which 
lafted the greateft part of the day : the tent 

was furrounded with filk hangings , and a 
Tartar liquor was ferved on the table , which 
pofleffed at Ieaft the intoxicating qualities of 
wine. The entertainment of the fucceeding day 
was more fumptuous; the filk hangings of the 
fecond tent were embroidered in various figures; 
and the royal, feat, the cups, and the vafes , 
were of gold. A third pavilion was fupported 
by columns of gilt wood ; a bed of pure and 
mafly gold was raifed on four peacocks of the 
fame metal: and before the entrance of the tent, 
difhes , bafons, and ftatues of folid lilver, and 
admirable art, were oftentatioufiy piled in wag- 
gons , the monuments of valour rather than of 
induflry. When Difabul led his armies againft 
the frontiers of Perfia, his Roman allies followed 

many 
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many days the march of the Turkilh camp, nor, 
were they difmiffed till they had enjoyed their 
precedency over the envoy of the great king* 
whofe loud and intemperate clamours interrupted 
the ftlence of the royal banquet. The power and 
ambition of Chofroes cemented the union of the 
Turks and Romans, who touched his dominions 
on either fide: but thofe diftant nations, regard- 
lefs of each other, confulted the dictates of intereft, 
without recollecting the obligations of oaths and 
treaties. While the fucceffor of Difabul celebrated 
his father’s obfequies, he was faluted by the 
ambafladors of the emperor Tiberius , who pro- 
pofed an invafion of i’erfia , and fuftained with 
firmnefs, the angry, and perhaps the juft, re- 
proaches of that haughty Barbariau. “ You fee 
“ my ten fingers , ” fail the great khan , and he 
applied them to his mouth. cc You Romans fpeak 
ct with as many tongues , but they are tongues 
“ of deceit and perjury. To me you hold one 
£ ‘ language, to my fubjecfts another; and the 
“ nations are fucceffiveiy deluded by ypur perfi- 
“ dious eloquence. You precipitate your allies; 
“ into war and danger, you enjoy their labours* 
“ and you negled your benefactors. Haften your 
“ return, inform your rnafter that a Turk is inca- 
c: pable of uttering or forgiving falfehood , and 
“ that he fliali fpeedily meet the punifhmcnt which 
“ he deferves. \V'Ti ilc he folicits my friendlhip with 
“ flattering and hollow words,, he is funk to a 
“ confederate of my fugitive Varchonites. If I 
<c condefcend to march againft thofe. contemptible 
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ec flaves, they will tremble at the found of our 
“ whips; they will be trampled like a neft of 
** ants, under the feet of my innumerable cavalry. 
“ I am not ignorant of the road which they have 
“ followed to invade your empire; nor can I be 
“ deceived by the vain pretence , that mount 
“ Caucafus is the impregnable barrier of the Ro- 
“ mans. I know the courfe of the Niefter, the 
<l Danube, and theHebrus; the mod warlike na- 
tions have yielded to the arms of the Turks; 
“ and from the rifing to the fetting fun , the 
ct earth is my inheritance.” Notwithftanding this 
menace , a fenfe of mutual advantage foon re- 
newed the alliance of the Turks and Romans: 
but the pride of the great khan furvived his re- 
fentment; and, when he announced an important 
conquefi: to his friend the emperor Maurice, he 
ftylcd himfelf the mafter of the feven races, and 
the lord of the feven climates of the world 57 . 

Difputes have often arifen between the fove- 
reigns of Afia, for the title of king of the world; 
while the contefi: has proved that it could not 
belong to either of the competitors. The king- 
dom of the Turks was bounded by the Oxus or 
Gihon; and Touran was feparated by that great 
river from the rival monarchy of Iran , or Perfia, 
which, in a fmaller compafs, contained perhaps 
a larger meafure of power and population. The 
Perfians, who alternately invaded and repulfed 
the Turks and the Romans, were ftill ruled by 
the houfe of Saffan , which afeended the throne 
three hundred years before the acceflion of Jufti- 
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nian. His contemporary, Cabades, or Kobad, 
bad been fuccefsful in war againft the emperor 
Anaftafius: but the reign of that prince was dif- 
tradled by civil and religious troubles. A pri- 
foner in the hands of his fubjects ; an exile among 
the enemies of Perfia; he recovered his liberty 
by proftituting the honour of his wife , and 
regained his kingdom with the dangerous and 
mercenary aid of the Barbarians, who had flain 
his father. His nobles were fufpicious that Kobad 
never forgave the authors of his expulfion , or 
even thofe of his refloration. The people was 
deluded and inflamed by the fanaticifm of Maz- 
dak ”, who aflerted the community of women ’* 
and the equality of mankind , whilfl: he appro- 
priated the richcft lands and mod beautiful females 
to the ufe of his fedtaries. The view of thefe 
diforders, which had been fomented by his laws 
and example 4 °, embittered die declining age of 
the Perfian monarch; and his fears were increafed 
by the confcioufnefs of his defign to reverfe the 
natural and cuftomary order of fucceflion , in 
favour of his third and moft favoured fon , fo 
famous under the names ofChofroes andNufhirvan: 
To render the youth more illuftrious in the eyes 
of the nations , Kobad was defirous that he 
Ihould be adopted by the emperor Juftin : the 

hope of peace inclined the Byzantine court to 
accept this Angular propofal; and Chofroes might 
have acquired a fpecious claim to the inheritance 
of his Roman parent. But the future mifehief 
was diverted by the advice of the quaeftor Pro- 
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clus: a difficulty was ftarted, whether the adop- 
tion fhould be performed as a civil or military 
rite 4t ; the treaty was abruptly diffolved; and 
the fenfe of this indignity funk deep into the 
mind of Chofroes, who had already advanced to 
the Tigris on his road to Conftantinople. His 
father did not long furvive the dilappointment 
of his willies: the teftament of their deceafed fove- 
reign was read in the aflembly of the nobles; 
and a powerful faction , prepared for the event , 
and regardlcfs of the priority of age , exalted 
Chofroes to the throne of Perfia. He filled that 
throne during a profperous period of forty -eight 
years 44 ; and the Justice of Nuffiirvan is cele- 
brated as the theme of immortal praife by the 
nations of the Eaft. 

But the jultice of kings is undcrftood by them- 
felves, and even by their fubjects, with an ample 
indulgence for the gratification of paffion and in- 
tereft. The virtue of Chofroes was that of a con- 
queror, who, in the mcafures of peace and war, 
is excited by ambition and reftrained by pru- 
dence ; who confounds the greatnefs with the 
happinefs of a nation, and calmly devotes the 
lives of thou kinds to the fame, or even the amufe- 
merft of a fingle man. In his domeftic admi- 
niftration, the juft Nuffiirvan would merit, in 
our feelings, the appellation of a tyrant. His 
two elder brothers had been deprived of their 
fair expectations of the diadem : their future life, 
between the fupreme rank and the condition of 
fubjeCts, was anxious to themfelves and formid- 


Digitized by Google 



I 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 261 

able to their mafler : fear as well as revenge 
might tempt them to rebel; the flightefl evidence 
of a confpiracy fatisfied the author of their 
wrongs; and the repofe of Chofroes was fecured 
by the death of thefe unhappy princes , with 
their iamilies and adherents. One guiklefs youth 
was faved and difiniffed by the compaflion of a 
veteran general; and this adt of humanity, which 
was revealed by his fon, overbalanced the merit 
of reducing twelve nations to the obedience of 
Perfia. The zeal and prudence of Mebodes had 
fixed the diadem on the head of Chofroes him- 
fclf; but he delayed to attend the royal fum- 
mons, till he had performed the duties of a mili- 
tary review: he was inflantly commanded to re- 
pair to the iron tripod, which flood before the 
gate of the palace 4J , where it was death to re- 
lieve or approach the vicflim ; and Mebodes lan- 
guifhed feveral days before his fentence was pro- 
nounced, by the inflexible pride and calm in- 
gratitude of the fon of Kobad. But the people, 
more efpecially in the Eaft, is difpofed to forgive, 
and even to applaud the cruelty which flrikes at 
the loftiell heads ; at the Haves of ambition , 
whofe voluntary choice has expofed them to live 
in the fmiles, and to perifli by the frown of a 
capricious monarch. In the execution of the 
laws which he had no temptation to violate; in 
the punifhment of crimes which attacked his own 
dignity, as well as the happinefs of individuals; 
Nufliirvan, or Chofroes, deferved the appellation 
of juft. His government was firm, rigorous, and 
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chap, impartial. It was the firft labour of his reign to 
XLii. abolilh the dangerous theory of common or 
equal pofi’eflions; the lands and women which 
the fe<ftaries of Mazdak had ufurped, were re- 
ftored to their lawful owners ; and the temperate 
chaftifement of the fanatics or impoftors con- 
firmed the domeftic rights of fociety. Inftead 
of liftening with blind confidence to a favour- 
ite mini tier , he eflablifhed four viziers over 
the four great provinces of his empire , Aflyria, 
Media , Perfia , and Ba&riana. In the choice of 
judges, praefeds , and counfellors, he ftrove to 
remove the mafic which is always worn in the 
prefence of kings : he wilhed to fubllitute the 
natural order of talents for the accidental diftinc- 
tions of birth and fortune; he profefled, in fpe- 
c'ious language , his intention to prefer thofe men 
who carried the poor in their bofoms , and to 
banilh corruption from the feat of juftice , as 
dogs were excluded from the temples of the 
Magi. The code of laws of the firft Arfaxerxes 
• was revived and published as the rule of the 
magiftrates; but the afiurance of fpeedy punifhment 
was the belt fecurity of their virtue. Their beha- 
viour was infpeded by a thoufand eyes, their words 
were overheard by a thoufand ears, the fecret 
or public agents of the throne ; and the provin- 
ces , from the Indian to the Arabian confines, 
were enlightened by the frequent vifits of a fove- 
reign , who affccled to emulate his caleftial bro- 
ther in his rapid and falutary career. Education 
and agriculture he viewed as the two obje&s 
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mofl: dcferving of his care. In every city of Per- chat. 
fia , orphans, and the children of the poor, were xlii. 
maintained and infirudted at the public expence ; 
the daughters were given in marriage to the rich- 
eft citizens of their own rank; and the fons , 
according to their different talerits, were employed 
in mechanic trades , or promoted to more honour- 
able fervice. The deferted villages were relieved 
by his bounty; to the peafants and farmers who 
were found incapable of cultivating their lands, 
he diflributed cattle, feed, and the inftruments of 
hufbandry; and the rare and ineftimable treafurc 
of frefli water was parfimoniouny managed , and 
fkilfully difperfed over the arid territory of Per- 
fia 44 . The profperity of that kingdom was the 
cffcdl and the evidence of his virtues: his vices 
are thofe of Oriental defpotifm ; but in the long 
competition between Chofroes and Juftinian, the 
advantage both of merit and fortune is alnjoft al- 
ways on the fide of the Barbarian 4t . 

To the praife of juftice Nufliirvan united the h; s )m . e of 
reputation of knowledge ; and the feven Greek learning, 
philofophers who vifited his court, were invited 
and deceived by the fixange affurance, that a dif- 
ciple of Plato was feated on the Pcrfian throne. 

Did they expect that a prince , flrenuoufly exer- 
cifed in the toils of war and government, fhould 
agitate, with dexterity like their own , theabflrufe 
and profound queflions which amufed theleifure of 
the fchools of Athens? Could they hope that the 
precepts of philofophy fhould diredl the life, and 
controul the paflions of a defpot, whofe infancy 
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v n a p, had been taught to confider his abfolute and 
xtli. fluctuating will as the only rule o£ moral obliga- 
tion ,6 ? The ftudies of Chofroes were often ta- 
tious and fuperficial : but his example awakened 
the curiofity of an ingenious people , and the 
light of fcience was diffufcd over the dominions 
• of Perfia At Gondi Sapor in the neighbourhood 
of the royal city of Sufa , an academy of phyfic 
was founded , which infenfibly became a liberal 
fchool of poetry , philofophy , and rhetoric 4S . 
The annals of the monarchy ” were compofed ; 
and while recent and authentic hiftory might 
afford fome ufeful leffons both to the prince and 
people , the darknefs of the firft ages was embel- 
lifhed by the giants , the dragons , and the fabu- 
lous heroes of Oriental romance Every learned 
or confident ftranger was enriched by the bounty, 
and flattered by the converLition of the monarch : 
he nobly rewarded a Greek phyfician ,l , by the 
deliverance of three thoufand captives ; and the 
fophifts who contended for his favour, were ex- 
afperated by the wealth and infolence of Uranius, 
their more fuccefsful rival. Nufhirvan believed , 
or at leaft refpe&ed , the religion of the Magi ; 
and fome traces of perfecution may be dif- 
covered in his reign ! \ Yet he allowed himfelf 
freely to compare the tenets of the various fecfts; 
and the theological difputes in which he. fre- 
quently prefided, diminiihed the authority of the 
prieft, and enlightened the minds of the people. 
At his command, the mod celebrated writers of 
.Greece and India were tranflated into the Perfiaa 
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language ; a fmooth and elegant idiom , recom- 
mended by Mahomet to the ufe of. paradife : 
tho'ugh it is branded with the epithets of favagc 
and unmufical, by the ignorance and prefumption 
of Agathias Yet the Greek liiftorian might 
reafonably wonder, that it fhould be found pot 
fible' to execute an entire verfion of Plato and 
Ariftotle in a foreign dialed!: , which had not been 
framed to exprefs the fpirit of freedom and the 
fubtleties of philofophic difquifition. And , if the 
reafon of the Stagyrite might be equally dark, or 
equally intelligible in every tongue, the dramatic- 
art and verbal argumentation of the difciple of 
Socrates 54 , appear to be indiffolubly mingled 
with the grace and perfection of his Attic fly le. 
In the fearch of univerfal knowledge, Nufhirvan 
was informed, that the moral and political fables 
of Pilpay, an ancient Brachman , were preferved 
with jealous reverence among the treafures of the 
kings of India. The phyfician Pcrozes was fe- 
cretly difpatched to the banks of the Ganges, with 
inftrudtions to procure , at any price , the com- 
munication of this valuable work. His dexterity 
obtained a tranfeript , his learned diligence accom- 
plilhed the tranflation ; and the fables of Pilpay lS 
were read and admired in the alfembly of Nufliir- 
van and his nobles. The Indian original, and the 
Perfian copy, have long fmee difappeared: but 
this venerable monument has been faved by the cu- 
riofity of the Arabian califs, revived in the modern 
Perfic, the Turkifh, the Syriac, the Hebrew, 
and the Greek idioms, and transfufed through fuc- 
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celfive verfions into the modern languages of Flu- 
rope. In their prefent form, the peculiar character, 
the manners and religion of the Hindoos , -are 
completely obliterated ; and the intrinfic merit 
of the fables of Pilpay is far inferior to the 
concife elegance of Phacdrus, and the native 
graces of La Fontaine. Fifteen moral and poli- 
tical fentences are illuftrated in a feries of apo- 
logues ; but the compofition is intricate, the 
narrative prolix , and the precept obvious and 
barren. Yet the Brachman may affume the me- 
rit of inventing a pleafing fi&ion , which adorns 
the nakedncfs of truth, and alleviates, perhaps, 
to a royal ear, the harlhnefs of inftruction. With 
a fimilar defign, to admonifh kings- that they are 
ftrong only in the ftrength of their fubjedts, the 
fame Indians invented the game of chefs, which 
was likewife introduced into Perfia under the 
reign of Nulhirvan '* . 

The fon of Kobad found his kingdom involved 
in a war with the fucceffor of Conftantine; and 
the anxiety of his domellic fituation inclined him 
to grant the fufpenfion of arms, which Juftinian 
was impatient to purchafe. Chofroes faw the 
Roman ambaffadors at his feet. He accepted 
eleven thoufand pounds of gold , as the price of 
an endlcjs or indefinite peace 57 ; fome mutual 
exchanges were regulated ; the Perfian affumed 
the guard of the gates of Cancafus , and the 
demolition of Dara was fufpended , on condition 
that it fhould never be made the rcfidence of the 
general of the Eafit This interval of repofe had 
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been folicited , and was diligently improved by 
the ambition of the emperor : his African con- 
quefts were the firlt fruits of the Pcrfian treaty; 
and the avarice of Chofroes was foothed by a 
large portion of the fpoils of Carthage , which 
his ambafladors required in a tone of pleafantry, 
and under the colour of friendfhip s \ But the 
trophies of Bclifarius difturbed the {lumbers of 
the great king; and he heard with aftonifhment, 
envy , and fear , that Sicily , Italy , and Rome 
itfelf, had been reduced in three rapid campaigns, 
to the obedience of Juftinian. Unpracftifed in the 
art of violating treaties , he fecretly excited his 
bold and fubtle vaflal Almondar. That prince 
of the Saracens , who refided at Hira ’* , had 
not been included in the general peace, and Hill 
waged an obfcure war againft his rival Arethas, 
the chief of the tribe of Gaffan, and confederate 
of the empire. The fubject of their difpute was 
an extenfive fheepwalk in the defert to the foulh 
of Palmyra. An immemorial tribute for the 
licence of pafture, appeared to atteft the rights 
of Almondar, while the GafTanite appealed to 
the Latin name of ftrata , a paved road , as an 
unqueflionable evidence of the fovereignty and 
labours of the Romans *\ The two monarchs 
fupported the caufe of their refpedtive vaffals; 
and the Perfian Arab , without expecting the 
event of a flow and doubtful arbitration, enriched 
his flying camp with the fpoil and captives of 
Syria. Iuftead of repelling the arms , Juftinian 
attempted to deduce the fidelity, of AJmondar, 
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while he called from the extremities of the earth, 
the nations of ./Ethiopia and Scythia to invade 
the dominions of his rival. But the aid of fuch 
allies was diftant and precarious, and the difeo- 
very of this hoftile correfpondence juftified the 
complaints of the Goths and Armenians , who 
implored, almoft at the fame time, the protection 
of Chofroes. The defeendants of Arfaces , who 
were {fill numerous in Armenia, had been pro- 
voked to affert the laft relics of national freedom 
and hereditary rank ; and the ambaffadors of 
Vitiges had fecretly travelled the empire to 
expofe the inftant, and almoft inevitable danger 
of the kingdom of Italy. Their reprefentations 
were uniform, weighty, and effectual. cc We 
“ ftand before your throne , the advocates of 
ct your intereft as well as of our own. The 
c ‘ ambitious and faithlefs Juftinian afpires to be 
tc the foie mailer of the world. Since the endlefs 
“ peace , which betrayed the common freedom 
“ of mankind, that prince, your ally in words, 
“ your enemy in actions, has alike infulted his 
<{ friends and foes, and has filled the earth with 
“ blood and confufion. Has he not violated the 
“ privileges of Armenia, the independence of 
cc Colchos, and the wild liberty of the Tzanian 
“ mountains? Has he not ufurped, with equal 
<c avidity, the city of Bofphorus on the frozen 
“ Maeotis , and the vale of palm - trees on the 
u fliores of the Red Sea? The Moors, the Van- 
c ‘dais, the Goths, have been fucceffively oppref- 
C{ fed , and each nation has calmly remained the 
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cc fpedator of their neighbour’s ruin. Embrace, chap. 
“ Oking! the favourable moment; the Eaft is xui. 
“ left without defence while the armies of Jufti- 
“ nian and his renowned general are detained in 
“ the diftant regions of the Welt. If you hefit- 
“ ate and delay , Belifarius and his vidorious 
ce troops will foon return from the Tyber to the 
“ Tigris, and Perfia may enjoy the wretched 
“ confolation of being the laft devoured By 
fuch arguments , Chofroes was eafily perfuaded 
to imitate the example which he condemned : but 
the Perfian, ambitious of military fame, difdained 
the inadive warfare of a rival , who iflfued his 
fanguinary commands from the fecure ftation of 
the Byzantine palace. 

Whatever might be the provocations of Chof- . inva<lcs 
roes , he abufed the confidence of treaties ; and a. 0 ’ 540< 
the juft reproaches of diffimulation andfalfehood 
could only be concealed by the luftre of his victo- 
ries *\ The Perfian army , which had been affem- 
bled in the plains of Babylon, prudently declined 
the ftrong cities of Mefopotamia, and followed 
the weftern bank of the Euphrates, till the fm all 
though populous town of Dura prefumed to arrelt 
the progrefs of the great king. The gates, of 
Dura , by treachery and furprife, were burft open ; 
and as foon as Chofroes had ftained his feymiter 
with the blood of the inhabitants , he difmiffed 
the ambafiador of Juftinian to inform his mafter 
in what place he had left the enemy of the Ro- 
mans. The conqueror Hill affected the praife of 
humanity and juftice ; and as he beheld a noble 
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matron with her infant rudely dragged along the 
ground, he fighed, he wept, and implored the 
divine jultice to punifh the author of thefe cala- 
mities. Yet the herd of twelve thoufand captives 
was ranfomed for two hundred pounds of gold; 
the neighbouring bilhop of Sergiopolis pledged 
his faith for the payment; and in the fubfequent 
year the unfeeling avarice of Chofroes exacted 
the penalty of an obligation which it was gene- 
rous to contract and impoflible to difeharge. He 
advanced into the heart of Syria ; but a feeble 
enemy, who vanilhed at his approach, difap- 
pointed him of the honour of vidory; and as he 
could not hope to. edablifli his dominion , the 
Perfian king difplayed in this inroad the mean and 
rapacious vices of a robber. Hierapolis , Berrhaea 
or Aleppo , Apamea and Chalcis , were fuccef- 
fively befieged : they redeemed their fafety by a 
ranfom of gold or filver, proportioned to their 
refpective ftrength and opulence ; and their new 
mailer enforced , without obferving , the terms of 
capitulation. Educated in the religion of the 
Magi, he exercifed, without remorfe, the lucra- 
tive trade of facrilege; and, after dripping of its 
gold and gems, a piece of the true crofs, he 
generoufly redored the naked relic to the devo- 
tion of the Chridians of Apamea. No more than 
fourteen years had elapfed fince Antioch was ru- 
ined by an earthquake; but the queen of the Eaft, 
the new Theopolis, had been railed from the ground 
by the liberality of Judinian; and the increadng 
greatr.efs of the buildings and the people already 
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erafed the memory of this recent difafter. On one 
fide, the city was defended by the mountain, on 
the other by the river Orontes ; but the moft 
acceflible part was commanded by a fuperior emi- 
nence: the proper remedies were reje&ed, from 
. -the defpicable fear of difcovering its weaknefs to 
the enemy; and Germanus, the emperor’s nephew, 
refufed to truft his perfon and dignity within the 
walls of a befieged city. The people of Antioch 
had inherited the vain and fatirical genius of their 
anceftors : they were elated by a fudden rein- 
forcement of fix thoufand foldiers; they difdained 
the offers of an eafy capitulation; and their intem- 
perate clamours infulted from the ramparts the 
majefty of the great king. Under his eye the Per- 
fian myriads mounted with fcaling-ladders to the 
affault; the Roman mercenaries fled through the 
oppofite gate of Daphne ; and the generous refift- 
ance of the youth of Antioch ferved only to 
aggravate the miferies of their country. AsChof- 
roes, attended by the ambalfadors of Juftinian, 
was defcending from the mountain, he affected, 
in a plaintive voice , to deplore the obflinacy and 
ruin of that unhappy people; but the flaughter 
ftill raged with unrelenting fury; and the city, at 
the command of a Barbarian, was delivered to 
the flames. The cathedral of Antioch was indeed 
preferved by the avarice, not the piety, of the 
conqueror : a more honourable exemption was 
granted to the church of St. Julian, and the quar- 
ter of the town where the ambaffaijors refided ; 
fome diftant ftreets were fayed bv the fhifting of 
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p. tlie wind, and the walls Hill fubfifted to protect:, 
and foon to betray , their new inhabitants. Fana- 
ticifm had defaced the ornaments of Daphne, but 
Chofroes breathed a purer air amidft her groves 
and fountains ; and fome idolaters in his train 
might facrifice with impunity to the nymphs of* 
that elegant retreat. Eighteen miles below Am. 
tioch , the river Orontes falls into the Mediter- 
ranean. The haughty Perfian vifited the term of 
his conquefts ; and after bathing alone in the fea, 
he offered a folemn facrifice of thankfgiving to 
the fun , or rather to the creator of the fun , 
whom the Magi adored. If this ad of fuperftition 
offended the prejudices of the Syrians , they were 
pleafed by the courteous and even eager atten- 
tion with which he allifted at the games of the 
circus ; and as Chofroes had heard that the blue 
fadion was efpoufed by the emperor, his peremp- 
tory command fecured the vidory of the green 
charioteer. From the difcipline of his camp the 
people derived more folid confolation; and they 
interceded in vain for the life of a foldier who 
had too faithfully copied the rapine of the juft 
Nufhirvan. At length, fatigued, though uufa- 
tiated, with the fpoil of Syria, he flowly moved 
to the Euphrates , formed a temporary bridge in 
the neighbourhood of Barbaliffus , and defined the 
fpace of three days for the entire paffage of his 
numerous hoft. After his return, he founded, at 
the diftance of one day’s journey from the palace 
of Ctcfipho^, anew city, which perpetuated the 
joint names of Chofroes and of Antioch. The 
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Syrian captives recognifed the form and fituation chap. 
of their native abodes : baths and a (lately circus xui. 
were conftru&ed for their ufe ; and a colony of 
muficians and charioteers revived in Affyria the 
pleafures of a Creek capital. By the munificence of 
the royal founder , a liberal allowance was afligned 
to thefe fortunate exiles; and they enjoyed the 
fingular privilege of bellowing freedom on the 
(laves whom they acknowledged as their kinfmen. 

Paleftine, and the holy wealth of Jerufalem, were 
the next objeds that attradled the ambition, or 
rather the avarice, of Chofroes. Conflantinople, 
and the palace of the Caefars, no longer ap- 
peared impregnable or remote ; and his afpiring 
fancy already covered Afia Minor with the 
troops, and the Blacjc Sea with the navies, of 
Ferfia. 

Thefe hopes might have been realized , if the 
conqueror of Italy had not been feafonably re. Beiiferiui , 
called to the defence of the Eafl **. While A - D * 5 + l * 
Chofroes purfued his ambitious defigns on the 
coaft of the Euxine , Belifarius , at the head of 
an army without pay or difeipline , encamped 
beyond the Euphrates , within fix miles of 
Nilibis. He meditated by a fkilful operation , 
to draw the Perfians from their impregnable 
citadel , and improving his advantage in the 
field , either to intercept their retreat , or per- 
haps to enter the gates with the flying Bar- 
barians. He advanced one day’s journey on the 
territories of Perfla, reduced the fortrefs of 
Sifaurane, and fent the governor, with eight 
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chap, hundred chofen horfemen, to ferve the emperor 
xui. in his Italian wars. He detached Arethas and 
his Arabs , fupported by twelve hundred Ro- 
mans, to pafs the Tigris , and to ravage the 
harvefts of Aflyria , a fruitful province , long 
exempt from the calamities of war. But the 
plans of Belifarius were difconcerted by the 
untradable fpirit of Arethas , who neither returned 
to the camp, nor fent any intelligence of his 
motions. The Roman general was fixed in 
anxious expedation to the fame fpot ; the time 
of adion elapfed , the ardent fun of Mefopotamia 
inflamed with fevers the blood of his European 
foldiers; and the ftationary troops and officers of 
Syria afteded to tremble for the fafety of their 
defencelefs cities. Yet this diverfion had already 
fuccecded in forcing Chofrocs to return with lofs 
and precipitation; and if the fkill of Belifarius 
had been feconded by difcipline and valour, his 
fucccfs might have fatisfied the fanguine wiflies 
of the public, who required at his hands the 
conqueft of Ctefiphon and the deliverance of the 
A. ij s4s. captives of Antioch. At the end of the cam- 
paign, he was recalled to Conftantinople by an 
ungrateful court, but the dangers of the enfuing 
fpiing reftorcd his confidence and command ; and 
the hero, almoll alone, was difpatched with the 
fpeed of poft-horfes, to repel by his name and 
prefence the invafion of Syria. He found the 
Roman generals , among whom was a nephew 
of Juflinian , imprifoned by their fears in the for- 
tifications of Hierapolis. But inftead of liftening 
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to their timid counfels , Belifarius commanded 
them to follow him to Europus , where he had 
refolved to colledt his forces, and to execute 
whatever God fhould infpire him to atchieve 
againft the enemy. His firm attitude on the 
banks of the Euphrates, reftrained Chofroes from 
advancing towards Palelline; and he received 
with art and dignity , the ambafladors , or rather 
fpies of the Perfian monarch. The plain be- 
tween Hierapolis and the river was covered with 
the fquadrons of cavalry , fix thoufand hunters 
tall and robuft, who purfued their game without 
the apprchenfion of an enemy. On the oppofite 
bank the ambalfadors deferied a thoufand Ar- 
menian horfe , who appeared to guard the palTage 
of the Euphrates. The tent of Belifarius was of 
the coarfeft linen , the fimple equipage of a 
warrior who- difdained the luxury of the Eaft. 
Around his tent, the nations who marched under 
his ftandard , were arranged with fkilful con- 
fufion. The Thracians and Illyrians were polled 
in the front, the Heruli and Goths in the centre; 
the profpedt was clofed by the Moors and Van- 
dals ; and their loofe hrray feemed to multiply 
their numbers. Their drefs was light andadhve; 
one foldier carried a whip , another a fword , a 
third a bow, a fourth perhaps a battle- axe, and 
the whole pi&ure exhibited the intrepidity of 
the troops and the vigilance of the general. 
Chofroes was deluded by the addrefs , and awed 
by the genius , of the lieutenant of Juftinian. 
Confcious of the merit , and ignorant of the 
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force of his antagonift , he dreaded a decifive 
battle in a diftant country , from whence not a 
Perfian might return to relate the melancholy 
tale The great king haftened to repafs the Eu- 
phrates ; and Belifarius preffed his retreat, by 
affedting to oppofe a meafure fo falutary to the 
empire, and which could fcarcely have been 
prevented by an army of an hundred thoufand 
men. Envy might fuggeft to ignorance and 
pride, that the public enemy had been fuffered 
to efcape: but the African and Gothic triumphs 
are lefs glorious than this Me and bloodlefs 
vi&ory, in which neither fortune, nor the valour 
of the foldiers , can fubftrad any part of the 
general’s renown. The fecond removal of Behfa- 
rius from the Perfian to the Italian war, revealed 
the extent of his perfonal merit, which had 
corredcd or fupplied the want of difcipline and 
courage. Fifteen generals, without concert or 
frill ? ] e d through the mountains of Armenia an 
army of thirty thoufand Romans , inattentive to 
their fignals , their ranks , and their enfigns. 
Four thoufand Perfians, entranched in the camp 
ofDubis, vanquiihed , almoft without acombat, 
this diforderly multitude; their ufelefs arms were 
fcattered along the road, and their horfes.funk 
under the fatigue of their rapid flight. But the 
Arabs of the Roman party prevailed over their 
brethren; the Armenians returned to their alle- 
giance ; the cities of Dara and Edeffa refitted a 
bidden affault and a regular fiege , and the cala- 
mities of war were fufpended by thofe of petti- 
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lence. A tacit or formal agreement between the chap. 
two fovereigns , protected the tranquillity of the xui. 
eaftern frontier ; and the arms of Chofroes were 
confined to the Colchian or Lazic war , which 
has been too minutely defcribed by the hiftorians 
of the times 

The extreme length of the Euxine Tea **, from Dcfcription 
Conftantinople to the mouth of the Phafis , may ? fCol ' h ' ,,, 

j rjj Laz,ca ' <* 

be computed as a voyage of nine days, and aMmgreiia. 
meafure of feven hundred miles. From the 
Iberian Caucafus , the moft lofty and craggy 
mountains of Afia , that river defcends with fuch 
oblique vehemence, that in a fhort fpace it is 
traverfed by one hundred and twenty bridges. 

Nor does the ftream become placid and navi- 
gable, till it reaches the town of Sarapana, five 
days journey from the Cyrus, which flows from 
the fame hills , but in a contrary direction , to 
the Cafpian lake. The proximity of thefe rivers 
has fuggefted the pradlice , or at leaft the idea , 
of wafting the precious merchandifc of India 
down the Oxus, over the Cafpian , up the Cyrus, 
and with the current of the Phafis into the 
Euxine and Mediterranean feas. As it fucceflive. 

Jy collects the ftreams of the plain of Colchos , 
the Phafis moves with diminiflied fpeed, though 
accumulated weight. At the mouth it is fixty 
fathom deep , and half a league broad , but a 
fmall woody ifland is interpofed in the midffc of 
the channel : the water , fo foon as it has depo- 
fited an earthy or metallic fediment , floats on 
the furface of the waves , and is no longer fuf- 
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chap, ceptible of corruption. In a courfe of one hun- 
xtJi, dred miles , forty of which are navigable for 
large veflels, the Phafis divides the celebrated re- 
gion of Colchos or Mingrelia* 7 , which, on three 
fides , is fortified by the Iberian and Armenian 
mountains , and whofc maritime coaft extends 
about two hundred miles, from the neighbour- 
hood of Trebizond to Diofcurias , and the con- 
fines of Circaffia. Both the foil and climate' are 
relaxed by exceffive moifturc : twenty-eight 

rivers , befides the Phafis and his dependent 
flreams , convey their waters to the fea ; and 
the hollownefs of the ground appears to indicate 
the fubterraneous channels between the Euxine 
and the Cafpian. In the fields where wheat or 
barley is fown , the earth is too foft to fufhin the 
adion of the plough; but the gom, a fmall grain, 
not unlike the millet or coriander feed , fup- 
plies the ordinary food of the people; and the 
ufe of bread is confined to the prince and his 
nobles. Yet the vintage is more plentiful than 
the harveft; and the bulk of the ftems, as well 
as the quality of the wine, difplay the unaflifled 
powers of nature. The fame powers continually 
tend to overlhadow the face of the country with 
thick forefts ; the timber of the hills , and the 
flax of the plains, contribute to the abundance 
of naval (lores ; the wild and tame animals , the 
horfe, the ox, and thd hog are remarkably pro- 
lific, and the name of the pheafant is expreflive 
of his native habitation on the banks of the 
Phafis. The gold mines to the fouth of Tre- 
bizond, which are ftill worked with fufticien v 
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profit, were a fubjetfl of national difpute be- chat. 
tween Juftinian and Chofroes; and it is notun- xlil 
reafonable to believe, that a vein of precious 
metal may be equally diffufed through the circle 
of the hills, although thefe fecret treafures are 
neglected by the lazinefs , or concealed by the 
prudence, of the Mingrelians. The waters, im- 
pregnated with particles of gold, are carefully ftrain- 
ed through fheep-lkins or fleeces; but this expedient, 
the ground-work perhaps of a marvellous fable, 
affords a faint image of the wealth extracted from 
a virgin-earth by the power and induftry of ancient 
kings. Their filver palaces and golden chambers 
furpafs our belief ; but the fame of their riches is faid 
to have excited the enterprifing avarice of the 
Argonauts'*. Tradition has affirmed, with fome 
colour of reafon, that Egypt planted on the 
Phafis , a learned and polite colony", which 
manufactured linen , built navies , and invented 
geographical maps. The ingenuity of the 
moderns has peopled , with flourifhing cities and 
, nations, the ifthmus between the Euxine and 
the Cafpian 70 ; and a lively writer, obferving 
the refemblance of climate, and, in his appre- 
henfion, of trade, has not hefitated to pronounce 
Colchos the Holland of antiquity 7I . 

But the riches of Colchos fhine only through Manner* of 
the darknefs of conjetflure or tradition , and the " ativ * s ‘ 
its genuine hiftory prefents an uniform feene of 
rudenefs and poverty. If one hundred and 
thirty languages were fpoken in the market 
of Diofcurias 7I , they were the imperfcdl idioms 
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chap, of fo many favage tribes or families , fequeftered 
XML from each other in the vallies of mount Cauca- 
fus; and their reparation, which diminifhed the 
importance, mud have multiplied the number, of 
their ruftic capitals. In the prefent ftate of Min- 
grelia, a village is an affemblage of huts within 
a wooden fence; the fortreffes are feated in the 
depth of forefts; the princely town of Cyta, or 
Cotatis, confifts of two hundred houfes, and a 
{tone edifice appertains only to the magnificence 
of kings. Twelve (hips from Confhntinople, 
and about fixty barks , laden with the fruits of 
induftry, annually call anchor on the coaft; and 
the lift of Colchian exports is much encreafed, 
fince the natives had only flaves and hides to 
offer in exchange for the corn and fait which they 
purchafed from the fubjeds of Juftinian. Not a vef- 
tige can be found of the art, the knowledge, 
or the navigation , of the ancient Colchians : few 
Greeks defired or dared to purfue the footfteps 
of the Argonauts; and even the marks of an 
Egyptian colony are loft on a nearer approach. 
The rite of circumcifion is pradifed only by the 
IVIahometans of the Euxine; and the curled hair 
and fwarthy complexion of Africa no longer dis- 
figure the moft perfed of the human race. It 
is in the adjacent climates of Georgia, Mingre* 
lia, and ,'Circaftia , that nature has placed, at 
leaft to our eyes , the model of beauty , in the 
lhape of the limbs, the colour of the fikin, the 
fymmetry of the features , and the expreffion of 
the cpdntenance 7> . According to the deftination 
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of the two fexes , the men feem formed for action, 
the women for love; and the perpetual fupply 
of females from mount Caucafus has purified the 
blood, and improved the breed, of the fouthem 
nations ofAfia. The proper diftrid of Mmgrelia, 
a portion only of the ancient Colchos, has long 
fuftained an exportation of twelve thoufand flaves. 
The number of prifoners or criminals would be 
inadequate to the annual demand; but the com- 
inon people are in a date of fervitude to their lords ; 
the exercife of fraud or rapine is unpunifhed in a 
lawlefs community; and the market is continually 
repleniflied by the abufe of civil and paternal autho- 
rity. Such a 'trade 74 , which reduces the human 
fpecies to the level of cattle , may tend to encourage 
marriage and population ; fince the multitude of 
children enriches their fordid and inhuman parent. 
But this fource of impure wealth mull inevitably 
poifon the national manners , obliterate the fenfe 
of honour and virtue, and almoft extinguish the 
inftinds of nature : the Chrijiians of Georgia and 
Mingrelia are the mod diffolute of mankind ; and 
their children , who , in a tender age , are fold 
into foreign Slavery, have already learnt to imit- 
ate the rapine of the father and the proftitution 
of the mother. Yet, amidft the rudeft ignorance, 
the untaught natives difeover a fingular dexterity 
both of mind and hand ; and although the want 
of union and difeipline expofes them to their 
more powerful neighbours, a bold and intrepid 
fpirit has animated the Colchians of every age. 
In the hofl of Xerxes, they ferved on foot; and 
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their arms were a dagger or a javelin , a wooden 
cafque, and a buckler of raw hides. But in their 
own country the ufe of cavalry has more gene- 
rally prevailed ; the meaneftof the peafants difdain 
to walk; the martial nobles are polfelTed, perhaps, 
of two hundred horfes ; and above five thoufand 
are numbered in the train of the prince of JYIin- 
grelia. The Colchian government has been always 
a pure and hereditary kingdom;, and the autho- 
rity of the fovereign is only reftrained by th£ 
turbulence of his fubjedts. Whenever they were 
obedient, he could lead a numerous army into 
the field ; but fome faith is requifite to believe , 
that the fingle tribe of the Suanians was 
compofed of two hundred thoufand foldiers , or 
that the population of Mingrelia now amounts 
to four millions of inhabitants 7 ‘. > 

It was the boafb of the Colchians , that their 
anceftors had checked the victories of Sefofiris; 
and the defeat of the Egyptian is lefs incredible 
than his fuccefsful progrefs as far as the foot of 
mount Caucafus. They funk, without any 
memorable effort, under the arms of Cyrus; 
followed in diftant wars the ftandard of the 
great king, and prefented him every fifth year 
with one hundred boys and as many virgins, 
the faireft produce of the land 7 ‘. Yet he ac- 
cepted this gift like the gold and ebony of 
India, the frankincenfc of the [Arabs, or 
the negroes and ivory of /Ethiopia : the 

Colchians were not fubjedt to the dominion of a 
fatrap , and they continued to enjoy the 
name as well as fubffance of national independ- 
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ence 77 . After the fall of the Perfian empire , chip. 
Mithridates, king of Pontus , added Colchos to xlii. 
the wide circle of his dominions on the Euxine; 
and when the natives prefumed to requeft: that 
his fon might reign over them , he bound the 
ambitious youth in chains of gold, and dele- 
gated a fervant in his place. In the purfuit of un dtrthe 
Mithridates, the Romans advanced to the banks ^ nma ^ s -^ e ‘ 
of thePhafis, and their gallies afcended the river 6o> 
they till reached the camp of Pompey and his 
legions 7 *. But the fenate, and afterwards the em- 
perors , difdained to reduce that diftant and ufe- 
lefs conqueft into the form of a province. The 
family of a Greek rhetorician was permitted to 
reign in Colchos and the adjacent kingdoms , 
from the time of Mark Antony to that of 
Nero ; and after the race of Polemo 7 * was ex- 
tinct, the eaftern Pontus , which preferved his 
name, extended no farther than the neighbour- 
hood of Trebizond. Beyond thefe limits the 
fortifications of Hyflus , of Apfarus, of the Pha- 
fis , of Diofcurias or Sebaftopolis, and of Pityus, 
were guarded by fufficient detachments of horfe 
and foot; and fix princes of Colchos received 
their diadems from the lieutenants of Ctcfar. One victor Ar. 
of thefe lieutenants , the eloquent and philofo- 
phic Arrian, furveyed , and has defcribed, the 
Euxine coaft , under the reign of Hadrian. The 
garrifon which he reviewed at the mouth of - 
the Phafis, confifled of four hundred chofen 
legionaries; the brick walls and towers, the 
double ditch , and thejmilitary engines on the ram* 
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part, rendered this place inacceflible to the Bar- 
barians ; but the new fuburbs which had been 
built by the merchants and veterans , required , 
in the opinion of Arrian , fome external de- 
fence **. As the ftrength of the empire was 
gradually impaired , the Romans Rationed on 
the Phafis were either withdrawn or expelled; 
and the tribe of the Lazi whofe pofterity 
fpeak a foreign dialed! , and inhabit the fea-coaft 
of Trebizond, impofed their name and dominion 
on the ancient kingdom of Colchos. Their in- 
dependence was foon invaded by a formidable 
neighbour, who had acquired, by arms and 
treaties , the fovereignty of Iberia. The dependent 
king of Lazica, received his feeptre at the hands 
of the Perfian monarch , and the fucceflors of 
Conftantine acquiefced in this injurious claim , 
■which was proudly urged as a right of imme- 
morial prefeription. In the beginning of the 
fixth century, their influence was reftored by 
the introduction of Chriftianity , which the 
Mingrelians Hill profefs with becoming zeal , 
without underftanding the doctrines , or obferv- 
ing the precepts of their religion. After the 
deceafe of his father, Zathus was exalted to the 
regal dignity by the favour of the great king: but the 
pious youth abhorred the ceremonies of the 
Magi, and fought, in the palace of Conftanti- 
nople, an orthodox baptifm, a noble wife, and 
the alliance of the emperor Juftin. The king of 
Lazica was folemnly inverted with the diadem , 
and his cloak and tunic of white fllk, with a 
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gold border, difplayed, in rich embroidery, the chjvp. 
figure of his new patron; who foothed the jea- Xui. 
loufy of the Perfian court , and excufed the 
revolt of Colchos , by the venerable names of 
hofpitality and religion. The common intereft 
of both empires impofed on the Colchians the 
duty of guarding the paffes of mount Caucafus, 
where a wall of fixty miles is now defended 
by the monthly fervice of the mufqueteers of 
Mingrelia **. 

But this honourable connection was foon cor- Rcvo,t an<l 
rupted by the avarice and ambition of the Romans. 0 f the coi- 
Degraded from the rank of allies , the Lazi were chians » 
inceflantly reminded, by words and actions, of S4S _ S ], P 
their dependent Bate. At the diftance of a day’s 
journey beyond the Apfarus, they beheld the 
rifing fortrefs of Petra ”, which commanded the 
maritime country to the fouth of the Phafis. 

Inftead of being protected 'by the valour , Col- 
chos was infulted by the licentioufnefs , of 
foreign mercenaries ; the benefits of commerce 
were converted into bafe and vexatious mono- 
poly, and Gubazes, the native prince, was re- 
duced to a pageant of royalty by the fuperior 
influence of the officers of Juftinian. Difap- 
pointed in their expectations of Chriftian virtue, 
the indignant Lazi repofed fome confidence in 
the juftice of an unbeliever. After a private af- 
furance that their ambafladors fhould not be 
delivered to the Romans, they publicly folicited 
the friendfhip and aid of Chofroes. The faga- 
cious monarch inftantly difcerned the ufe and 
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c h k p. importance of Colchos; and meditated a plan of 
xlh. conqueft, which was renewed at the ehd of a 
thoufand years by Shah Abbas , the wifeft and 
moll powerful of his fuccelfors *\ His ambition 
was fired by the hope of launching a Perfian 
navy from the Phafis , of commanding the trade 
and navigation of the Euxine fea, of defolating 
the coaft of Pontus and Bithynia, of diftrefling, 
perhaps of attacking, Conftantinople , and of 
pcrfuading the Barbarians of Europe to fecond 
his arms and counfels againft the common enemy 
of mankind. Under the pretence of a Scythian 
war, he filently led his troops to the frontiers of 
Iberia; the Colchian guides were prepared to 
conduct them through the woods and along the 
precipices of mount Caitcafus: and a narrow 

path was laborioufly formed into a fafe and fpaci- 
ous highway , for the march of cavalry , and 
even of elephants. Gubazes laid his perfon and 
diadem at the feet of the king of Perlia; his 
Colchians imitated the fubmiflion of their prince; 
and after the walls of Petra had been'lhaken, 
the Roman garrifon prevented , by a capitulation, 
the impending fury of the laft aflault. But the 
Lazi foon difcovered , that their impatience had 
urged them to chufe an evil more intolerable 
than the calamities which they drove to efcape. 
T he monopoly of fait and corn was effectually 
removed by the lofs of thofe valuable commodi- 
ties, The authority of a Roman legifiator was 
fucceeded by the pride of an Oriental defpot, 
who beheld with equal difdain , the flaves whom 
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he had exalted , and the kings whom he had hum- c h a f. 
bled before the footftool of his throne. The xi.11. 
adoration of fire was introduced into Colchos 
by the zeal of the Magi : their intolerant fpirit 
provoked the fervour of a Chriflian people; 
and the prejudice of nature or education was 
wounded by the impious practice of expofing 
the dead bodies of their parents, on the fummit 
of a lofty tower, to the crows and vultures of 
the air Confcious of the encreafmg hatred , 
which retarded the execution of his great defigns, 
the juft Nufhirvan had fecretly given orders to 
affaflinate the king of the Lazi , to tranfplant 
the people into fome diftant land , and to fix a 
faithful and warlike colony on the banks of the 
Phafis. The watchful jealoufy of the Colchians 
forefaw and averted the approaching ruin. Their 
repentance was accepted at Conftantinople by the 
prudence , rather than the clemency , of Juf- 
tinian ; and he commanded Dagifteus , with 
feven thoufand Romans , and one thoufand of 
the Zani , to expel the Perfians from the coaft 
of the Euxine. 

The fiege of Petra, which the Roman general, s!e ? c of / 
with the aid of the Lazi, immediately undertook, letr ^’ D 
is one of the moft remarkable adions of the age. — ssi. 

The city was feated on a craggy rock, which 
hung over the fea, and communicated by a fteep 
and narrow path with the land. Since the ap- 
proach was difficult, the attack might be deemed 
impollible:' the Perfian conqueror had ftrengthen- 
ed the fortifications of Juftinian; and the places 
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chap, leall inacccflible were covered by additional bul- 
xlii. warks. In this important fortrefs, the vigilance of 
Chofroes had depofited a magazine of offenfive 
and defenfive arms , fuflicient for five times the 
number, not only of thegarrifon, but of the befiegers 
themfelves. The flock of flour and fait pro vilions 
was adequate to the confumption of five years ; the 
want of wine was fupplied by vinegar, and grain 
from whence a flrong liquor was extracted ; and a 
triple aquedudl eluded the diligence, and even 
the fufpicions , of the enemy. But the firmefl 
defence of Petra was placed in the valour of 
fifteen hundred Perfians, who refilled the aflaults 
of the Romans, whilfl, in a fofter vein of earth, 
a mine was fccretly perforated. The wall, fup- 
ported by flender and temporary props, hung 
tottering in the air ; but Dagifleus delayed 
the attack till he had fecured a fpecific recom- 
pence; and the town was relieved before the 
return of his meffenger from Confbsntinople. The 
Perfian garrifon was reduced to four hundred 
men, of whom no more than fifty were exempt 
from ficknefs or wounds; yet fuch had been 
their inflexible perfeverance, that they concealed 
their Ioffes from the enemy, by enduring, without 
a murmur, the fight and putrefying flench of 
the dead bodies of their eleven hundred com- 
panions. After their deliverance , the breaches 
were haflily flopped with land-bags; the mine 
was repleniflied with earth ; a new wall was 
eredted on a frame of fubftantial timber; and a 
frefh garrifon of three thoufand men was ftationed 

at 
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at Petra to fuffain the labours of a fecond 
liege. The operations both of the attack and 
defence, were conducted with fkilful obftiuacy ; 
and each party derived ufeful leffons from the 
experience of their pad faults. A battering ram 
was invented, of light conftrudtion and powerful 
effect: it was tranfported and worked by the 
hands of forty foldiers; and as the ftones were 
loofcned by its repeated ftrokes , they were torn 
with long iron hooks from the wall. From thofe 
walls, a fhower of darts was inceffantly poured 
on the heads of the afiailants , but they were 
mod dangeroufiy annoye'd by a fiery compofition 
. of fuiphur and bitumen, which in Colchos might 
with fome propriety be named the oil of Medea. 
Of fix thoufand Romans' who mounted the fcal- 
ing-ladders , their general Bellas was the firft , a 
gallant veteran of feventv years of age : the cou^ 
rage of their leader, his fall, and extreme danger, 
animated the irrefidible effort of his troops ; and 
their prevailing numbers oppreffed the'ftrength, 
without fubduing the fpirit of the Perfian garrif- 
011. The fate of thefe valiant men deferves to 
be more didindtly noticed. Seven hundred had 
perifhed in the fiege, two thoufand three hundred 
furvived to defend the breach. One thoufand 
and feventy were dedroyed with fire and fword 
in the lad alfault ; and if feven hundred and 
thirty were made prifoners, only eighteen among 
them wCre found without the marks of honour- 
able wounds. The remaining five hundred cfcap- 
ed into the citadel, which they maintained with- 
Vol. VII. V 
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out any hopes of relief, rejecting the faireft terms 
of capitulation and fervice , till they werb loft in 
the flames. They died in obedience to the com- 
mands of their prince ; and fuch examples of 
loyalty and valour might excite their countrymen 
to deeds of equal defpair and more profperous 
event: The inftant demolition of the works of 
Petra confefled the aftonifliment and apprehenflon 
of the conqueror. 

A Spartan would have praifed and pitied the 
virtue of thefe heroic flaves : but the tedious 
warfare and alternate fuccefs of the Roman and 
Perfian arms cannot detain the attention of pofte- 
rity at the foot of mount Caucafus. The advan- 
tages obtained by the troops of Juftinian were 
more frequent arid fplendid ; but the forces of the 
great king were continually fupplied, till they 
amounted to eight elephants and feventy thoufand 
men, including twelve thoufand Scythian allies, 
and above three thoufand Dilemites, who defcetid- 
ed by the'ir free choice from the hills of Hyrcania, 
and were equally formidable in clofe or in diftant 
combat. The fiege of Archocopolis , a name 
impofed or corrupted by the Greeks, was raifed 
with fome lofs and precipitation; but the Perfians 
occupied the paffes of Iberia: Colchos was en- 
flaved by their forts and garrifons; they devour- 
ed the fcanty fuftenance of the people; and the 
prince of the Lazi fled into the mountains. • In 
the Roman camp, faith and difeipline were un- 
known; and the independent leaders, who were 
inverted with equal power, dilputed with each 
other the pre-eminence of vice and corruption. 
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The Perfians followed, without a murmur, the 
commands of a fingle chief, who implicitly obey- 
ed the inftrudions of their fupreme lord. Their 
general was diftinguifhed among the heroes of 
the Eaft by his wifdom in council and his valour 
in the field* The advanced age of Mermeroes, 
and the lamenefs of both his feet , could not 
diminilh the adivity of his mind, or even of Jiis 
body 5 and , whilft he Was carried in a litter 
in the front of battle, he infpired terror to the 
enemy and a juft confidence to the troops 
who , under his banners , were always fuccepful. 
After his death , the command devolved to 
Nacoragan, a proud fatrap, who, in a conference 
with the Imperial chiefs, had prefumed to declare 
that he difpofed of vidory as abfolutely as of the 
ring on his finger. Such prefumption was the 
natural caufe and forerunnner of a fhameful defeat. 
The Romans had been gradually repulfed to the 
edge of the fea-lhore; and their laft camp, on 
the ruins of the Grecian colony of Phafis, was 
defended on all fides by ftrong intrenchments , 
the river, the Euxine , and a fleet of gallies. 
Defpair united their counfels and invigorated • 
their arms: they withftood the aflault of the 
Perfians ; and the flight of Nacoragan preceded 
or followed the flaughter of ten thoufand of his 
braveft foldiers. He efcaped from the Romans, to 
fall into the hands of an unforgiving mafter, who 
feverely chaftifcd the error of his own choice: 
the unfortunate general was flayed alive, and 
his fkin , fluffed into the human form, Was ex- 
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V ix a r. pofed on a mountain; a dreadful warning to 
Xu i. thofe who might hereafter be ent ruffed with the 
fame and fortune of Perfia Yet the prudence 
of Chofroes infenfibly relinquished the profecu- 
tion of the Colchian war, in the juft perfuafton, 
that it is impoftible to reduce , or , at leaft , to 
hold a diftant country againft the wiflies and 
efforts of its inhabitants. The fidelity of Gubazes 
fuftained the moll rigorous trials, lie patiently 
endured the- hardfhips of a favage life , and. 
rejected, with difdain , the fpecious temptations 
of the Perfian court. The king of the Lazi had 
been educated in the Chriftian religion ; his 
mother was the daughter of a fenator; during 
his youth , he had ferved ten years a filentiary 
of the Byzantine palace 57 , and the arrears of 
, an unpaid falary were a motive of attachment 
as well as of complaint. But the long continuance 
of his Sufferings extorted from him a naked re- 
prefentation of the truth ; and truth was an 
- • unpardonable libel on the lieutenants of Juftinian, 

^who, amidft the delays of a ruinous war, had 
fpared his enemies and trampled on his allies. 

, Their malicious information perfuaded the em- 
peror, that his faithlefs Vafial already meditated 
a fccond defection: an order was furprifed to 
fend him prifoner to Conftantinople ; a treacher- 
ous claufe was inferted , that he might be law- 
* fully killed in cafe of reliftance; and Gubazes, 

without arms, or fufpicion of danger, was ftab- 
bed in the fecurity of a friendly interview. In 
the firft moments of rage and defpuir , the Col- 
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ehians would have- facrificed their country and chap. 
religion to the gratification of revenge. But the xul 
authority and eloquence of the wifer few , 
obtained a falutary paufe : the victory of the 
Phafis reftored the terror of the Roman arms , 

' and the emperor was folicitous to abfolve his 
own name from the imputation of fo foul a 
murder. A judge of fenatorial rank was commif- 
fioned to enquire into the conduct and death of 
the king of the Lazi. He afeended a {lately 
tribunal, encompafied by the minifters pf juflice 
and punifhment: in the prefence of both nations, 
this extraordinary caufe was pleaded , according 
to the forms of civil jurifprudence , and fome 
fatisfadtion was granted to an injured people , 
by the fentence and execution of the meaner 
criminals ,a . 

In peace, the king of, Perfia continually fought Nfgociations 
the pretences of a rupture; but no fooner had ™ t a B .'7 n atie! 
he taken up arms, than he exprefled his defire jnftinian and 
of a fafe and honourable treaty. During the Cll0l ™ cs n ’ 

fiercefl hoflilities , the two monarchs entertained JC i. 

a deceitful negociation ; and fuch was the fupe- 
riority of Chofroes , that whilfh he treated the 
Roman minifters with infolenpe and contempt, 
he obtained the moft unprecedented honours 
for his own ambaffadors at the Imperial court. 

The fucceffor of Cyrus affirmed the majefty of 
the Eaftern fun, and gracioufiy permitted his 
younger brother Juftinian to reign over the 
Weft , with the pale and reflected fplendour of 
the moon. This gigantic ftyle was fupported by 
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c h a p y the pomp and eloquence of Ifdigune , one -of 
xlii. the royal chamberlains. His wife and daughters, 
with a train of eunuchs and camels, attended 
the march of the ambaftador: two fatraps with 
golden diadems were numbered among his 
followers : he was guarded by five hundred 

horfe, the moll valiant of the Perfians ; and the 
Roman governor of Dara wifely refufed to 
admit more than twenty of this martial and 
lioftile caravan. When Iidigune had faluted the 
emperor, and delivered his prefents, he palTed 
ten months at Conftantinople without difeuffing 
any ferious affairs. Inftead of being confined to 
liis palace , and receiving food and water from 
the hands of his keepers, the Pcrfian ambalfador, 
without fpies or guards, was allowed to vifit 
the capital; and the freedom of converfation and 
trade enjoyed by his domefiics , offended the 
prejudices of an age, which rigoroufly practifed 
the law of nations, without confidence or cour- 
tefy **. By an unexampled indulgence , his 
interpreter , a fervant below the notice of a 
Roman magiftrate, was feated , at the table of 
Juftinian, by the fide of his mafter ; and one 
thoufand pounds of gold might be afifigned for 
the expence of his journey and entertainment. 
Yet the repeated labours of Ifdigune could pro- 
cure only a partial and impeded truce , which 
was always purchafed with the treafures , and 
renewed at the folicitation , of the Byzantine 
court. Many years of fruitlefs defolation elapfed 
before Jiiltinian and Cfiofroes -were compelled , 
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by. mutual laffitude , to confult the repofe of c 11 a r.’ 
their declining age. At a conference held on the xlii. 
frontier, each party, without cxpedling to gain 
credit, difplayed the power, the jufiice, and the 
pacific intentions of their refpective fovereigns ; 
but neceffity and interell dictated the treaty of 
peace, which was concluded for a term of fifty 
years , diligently compofed in the Greek and 
Pcrfian language , and attefted by the feals of 
twelve interpreters. The liberty of commerce 
and religion was fixed and defined ; the allies of 
the emper 6 r and the great king were included 
in the fame benefits and obligations ; and the 
moft fcrupulous precautions were provided to 
prevent or determine the accidental difputes that 
might arife on the confines of two hoftile na- 
tions. After twenty years of deftrudlive though 
feeble *war, the limits {fill remained without 
alteration; and Chofroes was perfq^ded to re- 
nounce his dangerous claim to the pod'effion or 
fovereignty of Colchos and its dependent Rates. 

Rich in the accumulated treafures of the Eaft, 
he extorted from the Romans an annual payment 
of thirty thoufand pieces of gold ; and the 
linallnefs of the fum revealed the difgrace of 
a tribute in its naked deformity. In a previous 
debate , the chariot of Sefoftris , and the wheel 
of fortune , were applied by one of tlje minifters 
of Juftiniijn, who obferved that the redu&ion of 
Antioch , and fome Syrian cities , had elevated 
beyond meafure the vain and ambitious fpirit of 
the Barbarian. “ You are miftaken, ” replied the 

V. 4 


Digitized by Google 


CHAP. 

XUI. 


Conguefh of 
the Abyffi- 
tiians t 

A. D. 


296 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

modeft Perlian : cc the king of kings , the lord 
cc of mankind, looks down with contempt on 
c ‘ fuch petty acquifitions ; and of the ten nations. 
“ vanquilhed by his invincible arms, he efteems 
<c the Romans as the lealt formidable **, ” Ac- 
cording to the Orientals, the empire of Nufhirvan 
extended from Ferganah in Tranfoxiana , to Ye- 
men or Arabia Frelix. He fubdued the rebels of 
Hyrcania, reduced the provinces of Cabul and 
Zableftan on the banks of the Indus , broke the 
power of the Euthalites , terminated by an 
honourable treaty the Turkilh war, and admitted 
the daughter of the great khan into the number 
of his Jawful wives. Vidorious and refpeded 
among the princes of Afia, he gave audience, 
in his palace of Madain , or Ctefiphon , to the 
ambafladors of the world. Their gifts or tributes, 
arms, rich garments, gems, flaves, or aromatics, 
were humbly prefented at the foot of his throne; 
and he concTefcended to accept from the king of 
India, ten quintals of the wood of aloes, a maid 
feven cubits in height, and a carpet fofter than 
filk , the Ikin , as it was reported , of an extra- 
ordinary ferpent 

Juftinian had been reproached for his alliance 
with the ./Ethiopians, as if he attempted to in- 
troduce a people offavage negroes into the fyftem 
of civilized fociety. But the friends of the Ro- 
man empire, theAxumites, or Abyflinians, may 
be always diftinguifhed from the original natives 
of Africa ”, The hand of nature has flattened 
the nofes of the negroes, covered their heads 
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•with lhaggy wool, and tinged their fkin with 
inherent and indelible, blacknefs. But the olive 
complexion of the Abyffinians, their hair, fihape, 
and features , diflindly mark them as a colony 
of Arabs ; and this defcent is confirmed by the 
refemblance of language and manners, the report 
of an ancient emigration, and the narrow interval 
between the fhores of the Red Sea. Chriftianity 
had railed that nation above the level of African 
barbarifm 91 : their intercourfe with Egypt, and 
the fuccefiors of Conftantine ", had communi- 
cated the rudimetits of the arts and fciences; their 
veflels traded to the ifie of Ceyloft ", and feveq 
kingdoms obeyed the Negus or fupreme prince 
of Abyffinia. The independence, ; of the- Homer ; 
ites,'who reigned in the rich and- happy Arabia, 
was firff violated by an ./Ethiopian conqueror: he 
drew his hereditary claim from , the queen of 
Sheba 9S , and his ambition was fluidified by, relk 
gious zeal. The Jews, powerful and adive in 
exile, had feduced the mind of Duriaan, prince 
of the HomeriteSi They urged him to retaliate 
the perfecution inflided by the Imperial laws on 
their unfortunate brethren : fome Roman merchants 
were injurioufly treated; and feveral Chriflians of 
Negra 97 were honoured with the crown of mar ? 
tyrdom *V The churches of Arabia implored 
the protedion of the Abyflinian monarch. The 
Negus palfed the Red Sea with a fleet and army, 
deprived the Jewifli profelyte of his kingdom and 
life, and ojtinguifhcd a race of princes, who 
had ruled above two thqufand years the fequef* 
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chap, tered region of myrrh and frankincenfe. The con- 
xlii. queror immediately announced the vidory of the 
gofpel , requefted an orthodox patriarch , and fo 
warmly profelfed his friendfhip to the Roman 
empire, that Juftinian was flattered by the hope 
of diverting the filk-trade through the channel of 
Their am- Abyffinia, and of exciting the forces of Arabia 
ance with againfl: the Perfiai^ king. Nonnofus , defcended 
a" 1 !)" '53 3 • ^ rom a Family of ambaffadors, was named by the 
emperor to execute this important commiflion. 
He wifely declined the fliorter, but more danger- 
ous, road through the fandy deferts of Nubia; 
afcended the Nile , embarked on the Red Sea, 
and fafely landed at the African port of Adulis. 
From Adulis to the royal city of Axume it is no 
more than fifty leagues, in a dired line; but the 
winding pa(ies of the mountains detained the am- 
bafiador fifteen days ; and as he traverfed the 
forefts, he faw, and vaguely computed, about 
five thoufand wild elephants. The capital , ac- 
cording to his report, was large and populous; 
and the village of Axume is ftill confpicuous by 
the regal coronations, by the ruins of aChriftian 
temple, and by fixteen or feventeen obelilks in- 
feribed with Grecian charaders But the Negus 
gave audience in the open field , feated on a lofty 
chariot, which was drawn by four elephants fu- 
perbly caparifoned, and furrounded by his nobles 
and muficians. He was clad in a linen garment 
and cap, holding in his hand two javelins and a 
light fhield; and, although his nak*xfnefs was 
imperfedly covered, he difplayed the Barbaric 
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pomp of gold chains , collars , and bracelets , 
richly adorned with pearls and precious Rones. 
The , ambafiacfor of Juftinian knelt; the Neeus 
railed him from the ground , embraced Nonnol'us, 
kiffed the feal , perufed the letter, accepted the 
Roman alliance, and, brandifinng his weapons, 
denounced implacable war againft the worlbip- 
pers of fire. But the propofal of the filk-trade 
was eluded; and notwithRanding the alfurances, • 
and perhaps the wifhes, of the Abyflinians, thefc 
hoRile menaces evaporated without eftecR. The 
Idomerites were unwilling to abandon their aro- 
matic groves, to explore a fandy defert, and to 
encounter, after all their fatigues, a formidable 
nation from whom they had never received any 
perfonal injuries. InRead of enlarging his con- 
queRs , the king of ./Ethiopia was incapable of 
defending his p'ofleflions. Abrahah, the Have of 
a Roman merchant of Adnlis , affumed the feeptre 
’of the Homerites; the troops of Africa were fe- 
duced by the luxury of the climate; and JuRinian 
foiicited the fricndlhip of the ufurper, who ho- 
noured, with a flight tribute, the fupremacy of 
bis prince. After a long feries of profperity, the 
power of Abrahah was overthrown before the 
• gates of Mecca;, his children were defpoiled by 
the Pcrfian conqueror;- and the ./Ethiopians were 
finallv expelled from the continent of Afia. This 
narrative of obfeure and remote events is not 
foreign to the decline and fall of the Roman em- 
pire, If a ChriRian power had been maintained 
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c h a p. in Arabia, Mahomet mud have been crufhed in 
xui. his cradle , and Abyflinia would have prevented 
a revolution which has changed the civil and re- 
ligious ftate of the world '**. 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 301 


CHAP. X L 1 1 1. 


Rebellions of Africa. — Rejioration of the Gothic 
Kingdom by Totila. — Lofs and Recovery of 
Rome. — Final Conqucjl of Italy by Narfes. — 

Extinction of the OJlrogoths. — Defeat of the Franks 
and Alemanni. — . Lajl Fittory , Difyrace , and 
Death of Bclifarius. ■ — Death and Character of 
JuJiinian. — Comet , Earthquakes , and Blague. 

A _L ' HE review of the nations from the Danube c H A p 
to the Nile has expofed on every fide the weak- xtin. 
nefs of the Romans; and our wonder is reafon- 
ably excited that theyfhould prefume to enlarge 
an empire , whofe ancient limits they were inca- 
pable of defending. But the wars, theconquefts, 
and the triumphs of Juftinian, are the feeble and 
pernicious efforts of old age , which exhauft the 
remains of ftrengtlr, and accelerate the decay of 
the powers of life. He exulted in the glorious 
act of refloring Africa and Italy to the republic; 
but the calamities which followed the departure 
of Belifarius betrayed the impotence of the con- 
queror, and accomplilhed the ruin of thofe un- 
fortunate countries. 

From his new acquifitions , Juftinian expected The troubles 
that his avarice , as well as pride , fliould be ot Ah ' lca 
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richly gratified. A rapacious minifter of the 
finances clofely purfued the footfieps of Belifarius; 
and as the old regifters of tribute Fad been burnt 
by the Vandals, he indulged his fancy in a liberal 
calculation and arbitrary affeffment of the wealth 
of Africa *. The encieafe of taxes, which were 
drawn away by a diltant fovereign , and a ge- 
neral refumption of the patrimony or crown 
lands, foon.difpelled the intoxication of the public 
joy : but the emperor was infenfible to the modeft 
complaints of the people, till he was awakened 
and alarmed by the clamours of military dif- 
content. Many of the Roman foldiers had mar- 
ried the widows and daughters of the Vandals. 
As their own , by the double right of conqueft 
and inheritance, they claimed the eftates which 
Genferic had afligned to his victorious troops. 
They heard with difdain t^he cold and felfifii 
reprefentationsof their officers, that the liberality 
of Juftinian had raifed them from a favage or 
fervile condition ; that they were already enrich- 
ed by the fpoils of Africa, the treafure, the 
Haves, and the moveables of the vanquished 
Barbarians; and that the ancient and lawful patri- 
mony of the emperors would be applied only to 
the fupport of that government on which their 
own fafety and reward muff ultimately depend. 
M he mutiny was fccrefly inflamed by a thoufaiid 
foldiers, for the moll part Heruli, who had 
imbibed the dodlrincs , and were inftigated bv 
the clergy , of the Arian feet; and the caufe of 
perjury and rebellion was fancuiicd by the dif- 
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penfing powers of fanaticifm. The Arians de- 
plored the ruin of their church, triumphant above 
a century in Africa ; and they were juftly pro- 
voked by the laws of the conqueror , which in- 
terdicted the baptifm of their children and the 
exercife of all religious worfhip. Of the Vandals 
chofen by Belifarius , the far greater part, in the 
honours of the Eaftern fervice , forgot their 
country ^nd religion. But a generous band of 
four hundred obliged the mariners', \vhen they 
were in fight of the iflc of Lefbos, to alter their 
courfe: they touched on Pcloponnefus , ran afljore 
on a defert coaff of Africa, and boldly erected, 
on mount Aurafius , the ftandard of independ- 
ence and revolt. While the troops of the 
province difclaimed the commands of their fit- 
periors, a confpiracy was formed at Carthage 
againft the life of Solomon , who filled with 
honour the place of Belifarius, and the Arians 
had pioufly refolved to facrifice the tyrant at the 
foot of the altar, during the awful myfteries of 
the feftival of Eafter. Fear or remorfe I'eftrained 
the daggers of the alfaffins , but the patience of 
Solomon emboldened their difeontent ; and at the 
end of ten days , a furious fedition was kindled 
in the Circus, which defolated Africa above ten 
years. The pillage of the citv , and the indif- 
criminate llaughter of its inhabitants, were fuf- 
pended only by dark nefs , ficep , and intoxication : 
the governor, with feven companions, among 
, whom was the hiftorian Procopius, efcaped to 
Sicily: two thirds' of the army were involved in 
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chap, the guilt of treafon ; and eight thoufand infur* 
xliii. gents, a trembling in the field, of Bulla, eledted 
Stoza for their chief , a private foldier who 
pofiefled in a fuperior degree the virtues of a 
rebel. Under the mafk of freedom, his eloquence 
could lead, or at leaft impel , the paffions of his 
equals. He raifed himfelf to a level with Beli-* 
farius , and the nephew of the emperor , by 
darjng to encounter them in the field; and the 
victorious generals were .compelled to acknow- 
ledge , that Stoza deferved a purer caufe and a 
more legitimate command. Vanquithed in battle, 
he dextroufly employed the arts of negociation; 
a Roman army was feduced from their allegiance, 
and the chiefs who had trufted to his faithlefs 
promife, were murdered by his order in a church 
of Numidia. When every refource , either of 
force or perfidy, was exhaufted, Stoza, with 
fome defperate Vandals, retired to the wilds of 
Mauritania, obtained the daughter of a Barbarian 
prince, and eluded the purfuit of his enemies, 
by the report of his death. The perfonal weight 
of Belifarius, the rank, the fpirit, and the temper 
of Germanus , the emperor’s nephew, and the 
vigour and fuccefs of. the fecond adminiftration 
of the eunuch Solomon , reftored the modefty of 
the camp , and maintained for a while the 
tranquillity of Africa. But the vices of the 
Byzantine Court were felt in that dilfant pro- 
vince; the troops complained that they were 
neither paid nor relieved , and as foon as the 
public diforders were fuificicntly mature, Stoza 
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'was again alive, in arms, and at the gates of 
Carthage. He fell in a fingle combat , but he 
fmiled in the agonies of death , when he was 
informed that his own javelin had reached the 
heart of his antagonift. The example of Stoza, 
and the affurance that a fortunate foldier had 
been the firft king, encouraged the ambition of 
Gontharis, and he promifed, by a private treaty, 
;to divide Africa with the Moors, if, with their 
dangerous aid , he fhould afeend the throne of 
Carthage. The feeble Areobindus, unlkilled in 
the affairs of peace and war, was raifed, by his 
marriage with the niece of Juftinian, to the 
office of Exarch. He was fuddenly oppreffed by 
a fedition of the guards, and his abject fupplica- 
tions, which provoked the contempt, could not 
move the pity , of the inexorable tyrant. After 
a reign of thirty days, Gontharis himfelf was 
ftabbed at a banquet by the hand of Artaban; 
and it is fingular enough , that an Armenian 
prince, of the royal family of Arfaces, fhould 
re-eftablifh at Carthage the authority of the 
Roman empire. In the confpiracy which un- 
fheathed the dagger of Brutus againft the life of 
Cadar, every circumftance is curious and import- 
ant to the eyes of poflerity : but the guilt or 

merit of thefe loyal or rebellious afiaffins could in* 
tereft only the contemporaries of Procopius, who, 
by their hopes and fears, their friendfhip or refent* 
ment, were perfonally engaged in the revolutions 
©£ Africa \ ... , 
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chap. ’ That country was rapidly finking into the ftate 
xuii. of barbarifm , from whence it had been raifed by 
Rebellion of .the Phoenician colonies and Roman laws : and 
the Moors, evei y ftep of inteftine difeord was marked by 
54 j_ 5 ,’ s . fome deplorable vidlory of favage man over civi- 
lized fociety. • The Moors 1 , though ignorant of 
juftice , were impatient of oppreflion : their va- 
grant life and boundlefs wildernefs difoppointed 
the arms, and eluded the chains, of a conqueror; 
and experience had Ihewn, that neither oaths nor 
obligations could fecure the fidelity of their attach- 
ment. The vidlory of mount Auras had awed them 
into momentary fubmiflion ; but if they refpe&ed the 
character of Solomon , they hated and defpifed the 
pride and luxury of his two nephews, Cyrus and 
Sergius, on whom their uncle had imprudently 
beftowed the provincial governments of Tripoli 
and Pentapolis. A Moorilh tribe encamped under 
the walls of Leptis , to renew their alliance, and 
receive from the governor the cuftomary gifts. 
Fourfcore of their deputies were introduced as 
friends into the city; but on the dark fufpicion 
of a confpiracy , they were maflacred at the table 
of Sergius ; and the clamour of arms and revenge 
was re-echoed through the vallies of mount Atlas , 
from both the Syrtes to the Atlantic ocean. A 
perfonal injury, the unjuft execution or murder 
of his brother, rendered An talas the enemy of the 
Romans. The defeat of the Vandals had formerly 
fignalized his valour^ the rudiments of juftice and 
prudence were ftill more confpicuous in ,a Moor; 
and while he laid Adruraetum in alhes, he calmly 
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admonifhed the emperor that the peace of Africa 
might be fecured by the recal of Solomon and 
liis unworthy nephews. The exarch led forth his 
troops from Carthage: but, at the diftance of fix 
days journey, in the neighbourhood of Tebeile * t 
he was aflonifhed by the fuperior numbers and 
fierce afpedt of the Barbarians. He propofed a 
treaty; folicited a reconciliation; and offered to 
bind himfelf by the moll folemn oaths. “ By 
what oaths can he bind himfelf?” interrupted the 
indignant Moors. “ Will he fwear by the go- 
“ fpcls , the divine books of the Chriftians ? It 
“ was on thofe books that the faith of his nephew 
“ Sergius was pledged to eighty of our innocent 
K and unfortunate brethren. Before we truftthem 
“ a fecond time , let us try their efficacy in the 
* “ chaftifement of perjury and the vindication of 

“ their own honour.” Their honour was vindi- 
cated in the field of Tebefte, by the death of 
Solomon , and the total lofs of his army. The 
arrival of frefh troops and more fkilful command- 
ers , foon checked the infolence of the Moors ; 
feventeen of their princes were fiain in the fame 
battle ; and the doubtful and tranfient fubmiffion 
of their tribes was' celebrated with lavifh applaufe 
the people of Conftantinopl£. Succeffive in- 
roads had reduced the province of Africa to 
one third of the meafure of Italy ; yet the Ro- 
man emperors continued to reign above a cen- 
tury over Carthage, and the fruitful coaft of the 
Mediterranean. But the vi&ories and the Ioffes 
©f Juflinian were alike pernicious to mankind; 
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Chap, and fuch was the defolation of Africa, that in 
xliii. many parts a ftranger might wander whole days 
without meetiner the face either of a friend or an 
enemy. The nation of the Vandals had diftp- 
peared : they once amounted to an hundred and 
fixty thoufand warriors , without including the 
children, the women, or the Haves.. Their num- 
bers were infinitely furpafled by the number of 
the Moorifh families extirpated in a relentlefs 
war; and the fame deftrudion was retaliated on 
the Romans and their allies, who perifhed by the 
climate, their mutual quarrels, and the rage of 
/the Barbarians. When Procopius firft landed, 
he admired the populoufnefs of the cities and 
country, ftrenuoufiy exercifed in the labours of 
commerce and agriculture. In lefs than twenty 
years, that bufyfcene was converted into a filent 
fohtude; the wealthy citizens efcaped to Sicily 
and Conftantinople ; and the fecret hiftorian has 
confidently affirmed , that five millions of Afri- 
cans were confumed by the wars and govern- 
ment of the emperor Juftinian 
Kevoit of the The j ea ^ ou fy °f the Byzantine court had not 
Goths, permitted Belifarius to atchieve the conqueft of 
a. u. 540 » Laly: and his abrupt departure revived the cou- 
rage of the Goths *, who refpeded his genii.f* 

• his virtue, and even the laudable motive which 
. had urged the fervant of Juftinian to deceive and 
reject them. They had loft their king (an incon- 
liderable lofs), their capital, their treafures, the 
provinces from Sicily to the Alps, and the mili- 
tary force of two hundred thoufand Barbarians , 
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magnificently equipped with horfes and arms. Yet 
all was not loll, as long as Pavia was defended 
by one thoufand Goths , infpired by a. fenfe of 
honour, the love of freedom, and the memory 
of their pa fl; greatnefs. Thefupreme command was' 
unanimoufly offered to the brave Uraias; and it 
was in his eyes alone that the difgrace of his un- 
cle Vitiges could appear as a reafon of exclufion. 
His voice inclined the election in favour of Hiidi- 
bald, whole perfonal merit was recommended by 
the vain hope that his kinfman Tfleudes ,.,,the Spa- 
nilh monarch , \vould fupport the common intereffc 
of the Gothic nation. Thefyccefs of his arms in Li- 
guria and Venetia feemed to juftify their choice ; but 
he foon declared to the world , that he was incapa- 
ble of forgiving or commanding his ben,efa^or r The 
confort of Hiidibald was deeply wounded by the 
beauty, the riches, and the pride of the. wife of 
Uraias; and the death of that virtuous patriot 
excited the indignation of a free people.- A bold, 
affaflin executed their fentence, by ftriking off 
the head of Hiidibald in the midft of a banquet: 
the Rugians, a foreign tribe, affirmed the privi- 
lege of eleclion ; and Totila, the nephew of the 
late king, was tempted , by revenge, to deliver 
himfelf and the garrifon ofTrevigo into the hands 
of the Romans. But the gallant and accompliffied 
youth was eafily perfuaded to prefer the Gothic 
throne before the fervice of Juftinian ; and as foon 
as the palace of Pavia had been purified from the 
Rugian ufurpcv, he reviewed the national force 
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of five thoufand foldiers, and generoufiy under- 
took the reftoration of the kingdom of Italy. 

The fuccelTors of Belifarius, eleven generals of 
equal rank, negledted to crufh the feeble and dif- 
united Goths , till they were ronfed to adtion by 
the progrefs of Totila and the reproaches of Jufti- 
nian. The gates of Verona were fecretly opened 
to Artabazus, at the head of one hundred Per- 
fians in thqjervice of the empire. The Goths fled 
from the city. At the diftance of fixty furlong* 
the Roman generals halted to regulate the divi- 
fion of the fpoil. While they difputed , the enemy 
difcovercd the real number of the vidtors : the Per- 
fians were inftantly overpowered, and it was by 
leaping from the wall that Artabazus preferved a 
life \vhich he loft in a few days by the lance of 
a Barbarian, who had defied him to Angle com- 
bat. Twenty thoufand Romans encountered the 
forces of Totila, ndar Faenza, and on the hills 
of Mugcllo, of the Florentine territory. The ar- 
dour of freedmen , who fought to regain their 
country, was oppofed to the languid temper of 
mercenary troops, who were even deftitute of 
the merits of ftrong and well-difciplined fervitude. 
On the firft attack they abandoned their enfigns, 
threw down their arms, and difperfed on all Tides 
with an adtive fpeed, which abated the lofs, 
whilft it aggravated the fliamct, of their defeat. 
The king of the Goths , who bluflied for the bafe- 
nefs of his enemies, purfued with rapid fteps the 
path of honour and victory. Totila palled the 
Po , travelled the Apennine , fufpended the 
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important conqueft of Ravenna, Florence, and 
Rome , and marched through the heart of Italy , 
to form the fiege, or rather the blockade, of 
Naples. The Roman chiefs , imprifonedin their 
refpedtive cities, and accufing each other of the 
common difgrace, did not prefume to difturb his 
enterprife. But the emperor , alarmed by the 
diftrefs and danger of his Italian conquefts, dif- 
patched to the relief of Naples a fleet of gallies 
and a body of Thracian and Armenian foldiers. 
They landed in Sicily, which yielded its copious 
ftores of provifions ; but the delays of the new 
commander, an unwarlike magiftrate, protradled 
the fufferings of the befieged; and the fuccours, 
which he dropt with a timid and tardy hand, 
were fucceflively intercepted by the armed veflels 
ftationed by Totila in the bay of Naples. The prin- 
cipal officer of the Romans was dragged , with a 
rope round his neck, to the foot of he wall, from 
whence , with a trembling voice , he exhorted the 
citizens to implore, like himfelf,the mercy of the 
conqueror. They requefted a truce, with a pro- 
mife of furrendering the city, if no effectual relief 
fhould appear, at the end of thirty days. Inftead 
of one month , the audacious Barbarian granted 
them three , in the juft confidence that famine 
would anticipate the term of their capitulation. 
After the reduction of Naples and Cumae, the" 
provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and Calabria, fub- ' 
mitted to the king of the Goths. Totila led his' 
army to the gates of Rome , pitched his camp at 
Tibur, or Tivoli, within twenty miles of the* 

X 4 


CHAP.* 

XLIII. 


Digitized by Google 



I 


i * 


i 

r 

V 

1 


\ 

f 


» 

,1 


\ 

k 


313 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, capital, and calmly exhorted the fenate and people 
xuil. to compare the tyranny of the Greeks with the 
bleflings of the Gothic reign. 

Contraft of The rapid fuccefs of Totila may be partly afcrib- 

vice ami vir. ec | to t h e revolution which three years experience 
had produced in the fentiments of the Italians. 
At the command, or at lead: in the name, of a 
Catholic emperor, the pope 7 , their fpiritual father, 
had been torn from the Roman church, and either 
flarved or murdered on a defolate ifland \ The 
virtues ofBelifarius were replaced by the various 
or uniform vices of eleven chiefs , at Rome , Ra- 
venna, Florence, Perugia, Spoleto, &c. who 
abufed their authority for the indulgence of luft 
or avarice. The improvement of the revenue, was 
committed to Alexander, a fubtile fcribe, long 
practifed in the fraud and oppreffion of the Byzan- 
tine fehools; and whofe name of PfallicHon , the 
fcijjars * , was drawn from the dextrous artifice 
with which he reduced tfie-fize,; without defa- 
cing the figure, of the gold coin. Inftead of 
expetfling the refloration of peace and induftry, 
he impofed an heavy afleffment on the fortunes 
of the Italians. Yet his prefent or future demands 
were lefs odious thaji a profecution of arbitrary 
rigour againft the perfons and property of all 
th.ofe, who, under the Gothic kings, had been 
concerned in the receipt and expenditure of the 
public money. The fubjetfls of Jufiinian , who 
efcaped thefe, partial vexations, were opprefied 
by the irregular maintenance of the foldiers, whom 
Alexander defrauded and defpifed ; and their hafty 
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Tallies in qtieft of wealth, or fubfiftence, provok- 
ed the inhabitants of the country to await or im- 
plore their deliverance from the virtues of a Bar- 
barian. ^ Totila was chafte and temperate; and 
none were deceived, either friends or enemies,- 
who depended on his faith or his clemency. To 
the hufbandmen of Italy the Gothic king iffued 
a welcome proclamation, enjoining them to pur- 
fue their important labours, and to reft alfured , 
that, on the payment of the ordinary taxes, they 
fhould be defended by his valour and difcipline 
from the injuries of war. The ftrong towns he 
fucceflively attacked; and as foon as they had 
yielded to his arms, he demolifhed the fortifica- 
tions; to fave the people from the calamities of a' 
future fiege, to deprive the Romans of the arts 
of defence, and to decide the tedious' quarrel of 
the two nations, by an equal and honourable con- 
flict in the field of battle. The Roman captives 
and deferters were tempted to enlift in the fer- 
vice of a liberal and courteous adverfary; the Oa- 
ves were attracted by the firm and faithful pro- 
mife, that they fhould never be delivered to their 
mafters; and from the thoufand warriors of Pavia, 
a new people , under the fame appellation of 
Goths, was infenfibly formed in the camp of To- 
tila. He fmcerely accomplished the articles of capi- 
tulation, without feeking or accepting any finit- 
ter advantage from ambiguous expreflions orun- 
forefeen events: the garrilon of Naples had ftipu- 
lated, that they fhould be tranfported by Tea; the 
obftinacy of the winds prevented their voyage , t 
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bnt they were generoufly fupplied with horfes, 
provifions, and a fafe - conduct to the gates of 
Rome. The wives of the fenators , who had been 
furprifed in the villas of Campania, were reftored, 
without a ranfom, to their hufbands ; the viola- 
tion of female chaftity was inexorably chaftifed 
with death; and, in the falutary regulation of the 
diet of the famdhed Neapolitans, the conqueror 
affumed the office of an humane and attentive phy- 
fician. The virtues ofTotilaare equally laudable, 
whether they proceeded from true policy, reli- 
gious principle , or the inftinct of humanity : he 
often harangued his troops ; and it was his con- 
ftant theme , that national vice and ruin are in- 
feparably connected; that vidtory is the fruit of 
moral as well as military virtue ; and that the 
prince , and even the people , are refponfible for 
the crimes which they negledt to puniffi. 

The return of Belifarius to fave the country 
which he had fubdued , was prelTed with equal 
vehemence by his friends* and enemies; and the 
Gothic war was impofed as a truft or an exile 
on the veteran commander. An hero on the banks 
of the Euphrates, a flave in the palace of Conllan- 
tinople, he accepted, with reluctance; the pain- 
ful talk of fupporting his own reputation, and 
retrieving the faults of his fucceffors. Thefeawas 
open to the Romans: the ffiips and foldiers were 
aflembled at Salona, near the palace of Diocle- 
tian ; he refreffied and reviewed his troops at 
Pola in IHria , coafted round the head of the Ha- 
-driatic , entered the port of Ravenna, and dif- 
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patched orders, rather than fupplies , to the fubor- 
dinate cities. His firll public oration was addref- 
fed to the Goths and Romans, in the name of 
the emperor, who had fufpended for a while the 
conquell of Perfia, and liftened to the prayers of 
liis Italian fubjedts. He gently touched on the cau- 
fes and the authors of the recent difafters ; ftriving 
to remove the fear of punifhment for the part, and 
the hope of impunity for the future , and labour- 
ing, with more zeal than fuccefs, to unite all the 
members of his government in a firm league of 
affedtion and obedience. Juftinian , his gracious 
mailer, was inclined to pardon and reward; and 
it was their interell, as well as duty, to reclaim 
their deluded brethren who had been feduced by 
the arts of the ufurper. Not a man was tempted 
to defert the llandard of the Gothic king. . Belifarius 
foon difcovered, that he was fent to remain the 
idle and impotent fpedlator of the glory of a young 
Barbarian ; and his own epiftle exhibits a genu- 
ine and lively pidture of the dillrefs of a noble mind. 
n Moll excellent prince, we are arrived in Italy, 
“ defbitute of all the neceffary implements of war, 

* men, horfes, arms, and money. In our late 
“ circuit through the villages of Thrace and Illy-- 
“ ricum, we have colledted , with extreme diffi- 
u culty, about four thoufand recruits, naked, and 

* unfkilled in the life of weapons and the exerci- 
* c fes of the camp. The foldiers already ftationed 
K in the province are difcontentcd, fearful, and 
“ difmayed; at the found of an enemy, they dif- 

* mifs their horfes, and call their arms oq the 
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chap. tc ground. No taxes can be railed, fince Italy is 
xliii. “ in the hands of the Barbarians: the failure of 
t{ payment has deprived us of the right of com- 
“ mand, or even of admonition. Be alTured, 
cc dread fir , that the greater part of your troops 
cc have already deferted to the Goths. If the war 
“ could be atchieved by the prefence of Belifa- 
“ rius alone , your willies are fatisfied ; Belifarius 
“ is in the midft of Italy. But if you defire to 
“ conquer, far other preparations are requifite ; 
“ without a military force, the title of general 
is an empty name. It would be expedient to 
“ reftore to my fervice my own veterans and do- 
“ meftic guards. Before I can take the field r I 
‘‘. muff receive an adequate fupply of light and 
“ heavy armed troops; and it is only with ready 
“ money that you can procure the indifpenfable 
t£ aid of a powerful body of the cavalry of the 
“ Huns ” An officer in whom Belifarius con- 
fided was fent from Ravenna to haften and con- 
duct the fuccours; but the mefiage was negledlcd, 
and the mefienger was detained at Conftantino- 
ple by an advantageous jnarriage. After his pa- 
tience had been exhaufted by delay and difap- 
pointment , the Roman general repaired tire Ha- 
driatic , and expected at Dyrrachiura the arrival 
of the troops , which were flowly affembled 
among the fubjedts and allies of the empire. His 
powers were ftill inadequate to the deliverance 
of Rome, which was clofdy befieged by the Go- 
thic king. The Appian way, a march of forty 
days, was covered by the Barbarians; and as the 
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prudence of Bclifarius declined a battle , he pre- chap. 
ferred the fafe and fpeedy navigation of five days xuii. 
from the coaft of Epirus to the mouth of the 
Tyber. 

After reducing by force , or treaty , the towns Rome b «- 
of inferior note in the midland provinces of Italy, jl c 0 g t ^ by the 
Totila proceeded, not to aflault, but to encom- a d. h*. 
pafs and ftarve the ancient capital. Rome was May * 
afflicted by the avarice, and guarded by the va- 
lour, of Bellas, a veteran chief of Gothic extrac- 
tion , who filled , with a garrifon of three thou- 
-fand foldiers, the fpacious circle of her venerable 
walls. From the diftrefs of the people he extract- 
ed a profitable trade, and fecretly rejoiced in the 
continuance of the fiege. It was for his ufe that 
the granaries had been replenilhed : the charity 
of pope Vigilius had purchafed and embarked an 
ample fupply of Sicilian corn; but, the veffels 
which efcaped the Barbarians were feized by a 
rapacious governor, who imparted a fcanty fufteiv- 
anee to the foldiers, and fold the remainder to 
the wealthy Romans. The medimnus, or fifth part 
of the quarter of wheat, was exchanged for feven 
pieces of gold ; fifty pieces were given for an ox, a 
rare and accidental prize j the progrefs of famine 
enhanced this exorbitant value , and the mercena- 
ries were tempted to deprive themfelves of the al- 
lowance which was fcarccly fufficient for the flip* 
port of life. A taftelefs and unwholefome mixture, 
in which the bran thrice exceeded the quantity of 
flour, appeafed the hunger of the poor; they 
were gradually reduced to feed on dead horfes. 
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chap dogs, cats, and mice, and eagerly to fnatch the 
xliii. grafs, and even the nettles which grew among 
the ruins of the city. A crowd of fpe&res, pale 
and emaciated, their bodies oppreffed with dif- 
eafe, and their minds with defpair, ftirrounded 
the palace of the governor, urged, with unavail- 
ing truth, that it was the duty of a matter to 
maintain his flaves, and humbly requefted, that 
lie would provide for their fubfiftence, permit 
their flight, or command their immediate execu- 
tion. Bellas replied, with unfeeling tranquillity, 
that it was impoflible to feed, unfafe to difmifs, 
and unlawful to kill, the fubjecls of the emperor. 
Yet the example of a private citizen might have 
fhewn his countrymen that a tyrant cannot with- 
hold the privilege of death. Pierced by the cries 
of five children, who vainly called on their father 
for bread , he ordered them to follow his fteps , 
advanced with calm and filent defpair to one of 
the bridges of the Tyber , and , covering his 
face , threw himfelf headlong into the ftream , in 
the prefence of his family and the Roman people. 
To the rich and pufillanimous, Beflas 11 fold the 
permiflion of departure ; but the greateft part of 
the fugitives expired on the public highways , or 
were intercepted by the flying 1 parties of Barbari- 
ans. In the mean while , the artful governor 
foothed the difeontent; and revived the hopes, 
of the Romans, by the vague reports of the 
fleets and armies which were battening to their 
relief from the extremities of the Katt. They 
derived more rational comfort from the affurance 
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that Belifarius had landed at the port} and, with- chap. 
out numbering his forces, they firmly relied on xliii. 
the humanity, the courage, and the flull of their' 
great deliverer. • 

The forefight of Totila had railed obdacles Attempt of 
worthy of fuch an antagonid. Ninety furlongs Bellfarius * 
below the city , in the narrowed part of the 
river , he joined the two banks by drong and 
folid timbers in the form of a bridge; on which 
he ere&ed two lofty towers , manned by the 
braved of his Goths, and profufely dored with 
miffile weapons and engines of offence. The 
approach of the bridge and towers was covered 
by a drong and mafly chain of iron; and the 
chain, at either end, on the oppofite Tides of the 
Tyber, was defended by a numerous and chofen 
detachment of archers. But the enterprife of forcing 
thefe barriers, and relieving the capital, difplays 
a fhining example of the boldnefs and condudt of 
Belifarius. His cavalry advanced from the port 
along the public road, to awe the motions, and 
didrad the attention , of the, enemy. His infantry 
and provifions were didributed in two hundred 
large boats; and each boat was Ihielded by an 
high rampart of thick planks, pierced with many 
fmall holes for the difeharge of miffile weapons. 

In the front, two large veffels were linked toge- 
ther to fudain a floating cadle, which commanded 
the towers of the bridge, and contained ^ maga- 
zine of fire, fulphur, and bitumen. The whole 
fleet , which the general led in peffon , was 
laborioufly moved againd the current, of the 
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•C H A P. river. The chain yielded to their weight, and 
xliii. the enemies who guarded the banks were either 
flain or fcattered. As footi &s they touched the 
principal barrier , the fire- (hip was inflantly 
grappled to the bridge; one of the towers, with 
two hundred Goths , was confumed by the 
flames; the adailants (houted vidory; and Rome 
“was faved , if the wifdom of Belifarius had not 
been defeated by the mifconduct of his officers. 
He had previoufly fent orders to BefTas to fecond 
his operations by a timely fally from the town ; 
and he . had fixed his lieutenant, Ifaac , by a 
peremptory command, to the flation of the port. 
But avarice rendered BefTas immovable ; while 
the youthful ardour of Ifaac delivered him into 
the hands of a fuperior enemy. 1 he exaggerated 
rumour of his defeat was haftily carried to the 
ears of Belifarius: he paufed; betrayed in that 
Angle moment of his life fome emotions of fur- 
prife and perplexity ; and relu&antly founded a 
retreat to fave his wife Antonina, his treafures, 
and the only harbour which he poflefled on the 
Tufcan coaft. The vexation of his mind produc- 
ed an ardent and almoft mortal fever; and Rome 
was left without protc&ion to the mercy or. 
indignation of Totila. The continuance of hoftili- 
ties had embittered the national hatred: the Arian 
clergy was ignominioufly driven from Rome; 
Pelagius , the archdeacon , returned without 
fuccefs from an embafiy to the Gothic camp; and 
a Sicilian bifhop , the envoy or nuncio of the 
pope, AVas deprived of both his hands, for daring 

to 
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to utter falfehoods in the fervice of the church 
and ftate. ^ 

Famine had relaxed the flrength and difcipline 
of the garrifon ol Rome. They could derive no 
effe&ual fervice from a dying people; and the 
inhuman avarice of the merchant at length ab- 
forbed the vigilance of the governor. Four Ifaurian 
Sentinels, while their companions flept , and their 
officers were abfent, defcended by a rope from 
the wall , and fecretly propofed to the Gothic 
king to introduce his troops into the city. The 
offer was entertained with coldnefs and fufpicion ; 
they returned in fafety; they twice repeated their 
vifit ; the place was twice examined; the con* 
fpiracy was known and difregarded ; ai\d no 
fooner had Totila confentcd to the attempt, than 
they unbarred the Afinarian gate , and gave ad- 
mittance to the Goths. Till the dawn of day, 
they halted in order of battle, apprehenfive of 
treachery or ambufli; but the troops of Bellas, 
with their leader, had already efcaped; and when 
the king was prelfed to difturb their retreat, he 
prudently replied, that no fight could be more 
grateful than that of a flying enemy. The. patri- 
cians, who were ftill polfelfed of horfes, Decius, 
Bafilius, &c. accompanied the governor; their 
brethren, among whom Olybrius , Oreftes, and, 
Maximus, are named by the hiftorian, took re- 
fuge in the church of S. Peter: but the alfcrtion, 
that only five hundred perfons remained in the 
capital, infpires fome doubt of the fidelity either 
of his narrative or of his text. As foon as day- 
Vol. VIL ' Y 
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chap, light had difplayed the entire vi&ory of the Goths, 
xnii. their monarch devoutly vifited the tomb of the 
prince of the apoftles; but while he prayed at 
the altar, twenty-five foldiers, and fixty citizens, 
were put to the fword in the veftibule of the 
temple. The archdeacon Pelagius " flood before 
him with the gofpels in his hand. “ O Lord , 
“ be merciful to your fervant.” “ Pelagius,” 
faid Totila, with an infulting fmile, c * your pride 
“ now condefcends to become a fuppliant.” “ I 
u am a fuppliant replied the prudent archdeacon ; 
“ God has now made us your fubjedls ; and , as 
u your fubjetfls, we are entitled to your clemency.” 
At his humble prayer, the lives of the Romans were 
fpared^ and the chaftity of the maids and matrons 
was preferved inviolate from the pafiions of the 
hungry foldiers. But they were rewarded by the 
freedom of pillage, after the moft precious fpoils 
had been referved for the royal treafury. The 
houfes of the fenators were plentifully flored 
with gold and filver ; and the avarice of Bellas 
had laboured with fo much guilt and fhame for 
the benefit of the conqueror. In this revolution, 
the foiis and daughters of Roman confuJs tailed 
the mifery which they had fpurned or relieved, 
wandered in tattered garments through the ftreets 
of the city, and begged their bread, perhaps 
without fuccefs, before the gates of their heredita- 
ry manfions. T he riches of Rufticiana, the daughter 
of Symmachus and widow of Boethius, had been 
generoufly devoted to alleviate the calamities of 
famine. But the Barbarians were exafperated by 
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the report, that fhe had prompted the people to 
overthrow the ftatues of the great Theodoric; 
,and the life of that venerable matron would have 
been facrificed to his memory, if Totila had not 
refpe&ed her birth, her virtues, and even the 
pious- motive of her revenge. I he next day he 
pronounced two orations, to congratulate and 
admonifh his vi&orious Goths, and to reproach 
the fenate, as the vileft of flaves, with their per- 
jury, folly, and ingratitude; ffernly declaring t 
that their eftates and honours were jnftly forfeit- 
ed to the companions of his arms. Yet he con- 
fented to forgive their revolt, and the fenators 
repaid his clemency by difpatching circular let- 
ters to their tenants and valfals in the provinces 
of Italy , ftridly to enjoin them to defert the 
ftandard of the Greeks, to cultivate their lands 
in peace, and to learn from their mailers the 
duty of obedience to a Gothic fovereign. Againft 
the city which had fo long delayed the courfe 
of his victories he appeared inexorable ; one-third 
of the walls, in different parts, were demolifhed 
by his command; fire and engines prepared to 
confume or fubvert the moft (lately works of 
antiquity; and the world was aftonifhed by the 
fatal decree, that Rome (hould be changed into 
a pafture for cattle. The firm and tcmpefate re- 
monffrance of Belifarius fufpended the execution ; 
he warned the Barbarian not to fully bis fame 
by the deftrucbon of thofe monuments which 
were the glory of the dead, and the delight of 
die living; and Totila was perfuaded , by the 
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advice of an enemy, to pneferve Rome as the 
ornament of his kingdom , or the faireffc pledge 
of peace and reconciliation. When he had fig- 
nified to the ambafladors of B.elifarius, his inten- 
tion of fparing the city, he Rationed an army at 
the diltance of one hundred and twenty furlongs, 
to obferve the motions of the Roman general. 
With the remainder of his forces , he marched 
into Lucania and Apulia, and occupied on the 
fummit of mount Garganus 14 one of the camps 
of Hannibal ,f . The fenators were dragged in 
his train, and afterwards confined in the fortref- 
fes of Campania: the citizens, with their wives 
and children, were difperfed in exile; and dur- 
ing forty days Rome was abandoned to defolate 
and dreary folitude ”. 

The lofs of Rome was fpeedily retrieved by 
an aclion, to which, according to the event, the 
public opinion would apply the names of raihnefs 
or heroifm. After the departure of Totila, the 
Roman general fallied from the port at the head 
of a thoufand horfe, cut in pieces the enemy 
who oppofed his progrefs , and vifited with pity 
and reverence the vacant fpace of the eternal city. 
Refolved to maintain a Ration fo confpicuous in 
the eyes of mankind, he fummoned the greateft 
part of his troops to the flandard which he erect- 
ed on the Capitol: the old inhabitants were recal- 
led by the love of their country and the hopes 
of food; and the keys of Rome were fent, a fe- 
cond time, to the emperor Juftinian. The walls, 
as far ns they had been demoliflied by the Goths, 
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were repaired with rude and diffimilar materials; 
the ditch was reftored; iron fpikes 17 were pro- 
fufely fcattered in the highways to annoy the 
feet of the horfes; and as new gates could not 
fuddenly be procured, the entrance was guarded 
by a Spartan rampart of his braveft foldiers. At 
the expiration of twenty-five days , Totila return- 
ed by hafty marches from Apulia, to avenge the 
injury and difgrace. Belifarius expected his ap- 
proach. The Goths were thrice repulfed in three 
general affaults ; they loll the flower of their 
troops; the royal ftandard had almoll fallen into 
the hands of the enemy, and the fame of Totila 
funk , as it bad rifen , with the fortune of his 
arms. Whatever fkill and courage could atchieve, 
had been performed by the Roman general : it 
remained only, that Juftinian fhould terminate, 
by a ftrong and feafonable effort, the war which 
he had ambitioufly undertaken. The indolence, 
perhaps the impotence, of a prince who defpifed 
his enemies, and envied bis fervants, protracted 
the calamities of Italy. After a longfilence, Beli- 
farius was commanded to leave a fufficient garri- 
fon at Rome, and to tranfport himfelf into the 
province of Lucania, whofe inhabitants, inflamed 
by Catholic zeal , had caff away the yoke of their 
Arian conquerors. In this ignoble- warfare , the 
hero, invincible againft the power of the Barba- 
rians, was bafely vanquifhed by the delay, the 
difobedience , and the cowardice of his own offi- 
cers. He repofed in his winter-quarters of Cro- 
tona, in the full affu ranee , that the two palfes 
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of the Lucanian hills were guarded by his cavalry. 
They were betrayed by treachery or weaknefs; 
and the rapid march of the^Goths fcarcely allowed 
time for the efcape of Belifarius to the coaft of 
Sicily. At length a fleet and army were aflembled 
for the relief of Rufcianum, or Roffano " , a fort- 
refs fixty furlongs from the ruins of Sybaris, 
where the nobles of Lucania had taken refuge. 
In the firft ‘attempt, the Roman forces were dif- 
flpated by a ftorm. In the fecond they approach- 
ed the fhore ; but they faw the hills covered 
with archers, the landing-place defended by a line 
of fpears , and the king of the Go hs impatient 
for battle. The conqueror of Italy retired with a 
flgh ,' and continued to languifh , inglorious and 
inactive, till Antonina, who had been fent to 
Conftantinople to folicit fuccours, obtained, after 
the death of the emprefs , the permiflion of his 
return. * 

of The five laft campaigns of Belifarius might 
abate the envy of his competitors , whole eyes 
had been dazzled and wounded by the blaze of 
his former glory. Inttead of delivering Italy from 
the Goths, he had wandered like a fugitive along 
the coaft, without daring to march into the coun- 
try, or to accept the bold and repeated challenge 
of Totila. Yet in the judgment of the few who 
could difcriminate counfels from events, and com- 
pare the inftruments with the execution , he ap- 
peared a more confummate mafter of the art of 
war, than in the feafon of his profperity, when 
he prefented two captive kings before the throne 
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of Juftinian. The valour of Belifarius was not 
chilled by age; his prudence was matured by ex- 
perience, but the moral virtues of humanity and 
jullicc feem to have yielded to the hard neceffity 
of the times. The parfimony or poverty of the 
emperor compelled him to deviate from the rule 
of condtufl which had deferved the love and con- 
fidence of the Italians. The war was maintained 
by the oppreffion of Ravenna, Sicily, and all 
the faithful fubjeds of the empire ; and the rigor- 
ous profecution of Herodian provoked that in- 
jured or guilty officer to deliver Spoleto into the 
hands of the enemy. The avarice of Antonina, 
which had been fometimes diverted by love , now 
reigned without a rival in her bread. Belifarius 
himfelf had always underftood, that riches , in a 
corrupt age , are the fupport and ornament of per- 
fonal merit. And it cannot be prefumed that he 
fbould ftain his honour forthe public fervice, with- 
out applying a part of the fpoil to his private emolu- 
ment. The hero had efcaped the fword of the 
Barbarians , but the dagger of confpiracy ” 
awaited his return. In the midft of wealth and 
honours, Artaban, who had chadded the African 
tyrant , complained of the ingratitude of courts. 
He afpired to Prtejecla , the emperor’s niece, 
who wiffied to reward her deliverer; but the 
impediment of his previous marriage was afferted 
by the piety of Theodora. The pride of royal 
defcent was irritated by flattery; and the fervice 
in which he gloried, had proved him capable 
of bold and. fanguinary deeds. The death of 
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Chap, J ii fli nian was refolved , but tbe confpirators 
XUU, delayed the execution till they could furprife 
Belifarius difarmed , and naked, in the palace of 
Conftantinople. Not a hope could be entertained 
of fliaking his long-tried fidelity; and they j uflly 
dreaded the revenge , or rather juftice , of the 
veteran general , who might fpeedily alienable 
an army in Thrace to punilh the affaffins, and 
perhaps to enjoy the fruits of their crime.' Delay 
afforded time for rafli communications and honed: 
confelfions: Artaban and his accomplices were 
condemned by the fenate, but the extreme cle- 
mency of Juftinian detained them in the gentle 
confinement of the palace, till he pardoned their 
flagitious attempt againft his throne and life. If 
the emperor forgave his enemies , he mud: cor- 
dially embrace a friend whofe victories were 
alone remembered , and who was endeared to 
his prince by the recent circumftance of their 
» common danger, Belifarius repofed from his toils, 
in the high llation of general of the Eaft and 
count of the domeftics; and the older confuls 
and patricians refpedtfully yielded the precedency 
>, of rank to the peerlefs merit of the firffc of the 
Romans I0 . ‘The firft of the Romans Hill fub- 
mitted to be the Have of his wife ; but the 
fervitude of habit and affedtion became lefs dif- 
graceful when the death of Theodora had 
removed the bafer influence of fear. Joannina 
their daughter , and the foie heirefs of their 
fortunes, was betrothed to Anaftafius the grand- 
fon , or rather the nephew, of the emprefs 11 j 
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whole kind interpofition forwarded the con fu m- chap. 
mation of their youthful loves. But the power xmii. 
of Theodora expired, the parents of Joannina 
returned, and her honour, perhaps her happinefs, 
were facrificed to the revenge of an unfeeling 
mother , who diffolved the imperfect nuptials 
before they had been ratified by the ceremonies 
of the church *\ 

Before the departure of Belifarius, Perufia was R 0me aira i n 
befieged, and few cities were impregnable to the taken b r lhe 
Gothic arms. Ravenna, Ancona, and Crotona , A ° D S ’ 4S- 
flill refilled the Barbarians; and when Totila 
afked in marriage one of the daughters of France, 
he was (lung by the juft reproach that the king 
of Italy was unworthy of his title till it was 
acknowledged by the Roman people. Three 
thoufand of the bravell foldiers had been left 
to defend the capital. On the fufpicion of a 
monopoly, they maffacred the governor, and 
announced to Juftinian , by a deputation of the 
clergy, that unlefs their offence was pardoned, 
and their arrears were fatisfied , they fliould in- 
ftantly accept the tempting offers of Totila. But 
the officer who fucceeded to the command ( his 
name was Diogenes ) deferved their elleern and 
confidence; and the Goths, inllead of finding an 
eafy conqueft, encountered a vigorous refiftance 
from the foldiers and people , who patiently 
endured the lofs of the port, and of all maritime 
fupplies. The fiege of Rome would perhaps 
have been raifed, if the liberality of Totila to' 
the Ifaurians had not encouraged fome of their 
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chap, venal countrymen to copy the example of treafon. 
xliii. In a dark night , while the Gothic trumpets 
founded on another fide, they filently opened the 
gate of St. Paul: the Barbarians ruflied into the 
city; and the flying gainfon was intercepted be- 
fore they could reach the harbour of Centumcelhe. 
A foldier trained in the fchool of Bclifarius, Paul 
of Cilicia , retired with four hundred men to the 
mole of Hadrian. They repelled the Goths; but 
they felt the approach of famine; and their aver- 
fion to the tafte of horfe-flelh confirmed their re- 
folution to rifle the event of a defperate and de- 
cifive fally. But their fpirit infenfibly (looped to 
the offers of capitulation: they retrieved their ar- 
rears of pay, and preferved their arms and horfes, 
by enlilting in the fervice of Totila; their chiefs, 
who pleaded a laudable attachment to their wives 
and children in the Eaft, were difmifled with 
honour; and above four hundred enemies, who 
bad taken refuge in the fandtuaries, were faved 
by the clemency of the vidtor. He no longer 
entertained a wifli of deftroying the edifices of 
Rome which he now refpedled as the feat of 
the Gothic kingdom : the fenate and people were 
reftored to their country; the means of fubfiftence 
were liberally provided; and Totila, in the robe 
of peace, exhibited the equeftrian games of the 
circus. Whilll he amufed the eyes of the mul- 
titude, four hundred veflels were prepared for 
the embarkation of his troops. The cities of 
Rhegium and Tarentum were reduced : he palled 
into Sicily, the object of his implacable refent- 
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ment; and the ifiand was ftripped of its gold and chap. 
filver, of the fruits, of the earth, and of an in- xliu. 
finite number of horfes, fheep, and oxen. Sar- 
dinia and Corlica obeyed the fortune of Italy ; 
and the fea-coaft of Greece was vifited by a fleet 
of three hundred gallies 14 .. The Goths .were 
landed in Corcyra and the ancient continent of 
Epirus ; they advanced as far as Nicopolis , the 
trophy of Align (lus , and Dcdona ”, once famous 
by the oracle of Jove. In every flep of his vic- 
tories, the wife Barbarian repeated to Juftinian 
bis defire of peace , applauded the concord of 
their predecefTors , and offered to employ the 
Gothic arms in the fervice of the empire. 

Juftinian was deaf to the voice of peace; but Preparations 
he negledted the profecution of war; and the in- 
dolence of his temper difappointed in fome degree Gothic war, 
the obftinacy of his paflions. From this falutary °~ r 
flumber the emperor yras awakened by the pope 
Vigilius and the patrician Cethegus , who ap- 
peared before his throne , and adjured him , in 
the name of God and the people, to refume the 
conqueft and deliverance of Italy. In the choice 
of the generals , caprice , as well as judgment, 
was fliewn. A fleet and army failed for the re- 
lief of Sicily, under the condud of Liberius; but 
his want of youth and experience were afterwards 
difcovered, and before he touched the fhores of 
the ifland he was overtaken by his fucceflor. In 
the place of. Liberius the confpirator Artaban was 
raifed from a prifon to military honours; in the 
pious prefumption, that gratitude would animate 
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chap, his valour and fortify his allegiance. Belifarius 
xliii. repofed in the fhade of his laurels, but the com- 
mand of the principal army was referved for Ger- 
manus “, the emperor’s nephew, whofe rank and 
merit had been long deprelfed by the jealoufy of 
the court. Theodora had injured him in the rights 
of a private citizen, the marriage of his children, 
and the teftament of his brother; and although 
his condud was pure and blamelefs , Juftinian 
was difpleafed that he fhould be thought worthy 
of the confidence of the malecontents. The life 
of Germanus was a leffon of implicit obedience: 
he nobly refufed to proftitute his name and char- 
adter in the fadions of the circus: the gravity of 
, his manners was tempered by innocent cheerful- 
nefs; and his riches were lent without interefi: to 
indigent or deferving friends. His valour had 
formerly triumphed over the Sclavonians of the 
Danube and the rebels of Africa: the firft report 
of his promotion revived the hopes of the Ita- 
lians ; and he was privately allured, that a crowd 
of Roman deferters would abandon, on his ap- 
proach, the ftandard ofTotila. His fecond mar- 
riage with Malafontha, the grand-daughter of 
Theodoric , endeared Germanus to the Goths 
themfelves; and they marched with reludance 
againft the father of a royal infant , the lafl 
offspring of the line of Amali ,7 . A fplendid al* 
- lowance was afligned by the emperor: the gene- 
ral contributed his private fortune ; his two fons 
were popular and adive; and he furpaffed, in 
the promptitude and fuccefs of his levies, the ex- 
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pedation of mankind. He was permitted to felecft chap. 
fome fquadrons of Thracian cavalry : the veterans, xun. 
as well as the youth of Conftantinople and Eu- 
rope, engaged their voluntary fervice ; and as far 
as the heart of Germany, his fame and liberality 
attracted the aid of the Barbarians. The Romans 
advanced toSardica; an army of Sclavonians fled 
before their march, but within two days of their 
final departure, the defigns of Germanus were 
terminated by his malady and death. Yet the 
impulfe which he had given to the Italian war 
fiill continued to acfl with energy and effed. The 
maritime towns , Ancona , Crotona , Centum- 
cellae , refilled the aflaults of Totila. Sicily was 
reduced by the zeal of Artaban , and the Gothic 
navy was defeated near the coaft of the Hadria- 
tic. The two fleets were almoft equal, forty-feven, 
to fifty gallics: the vidory was decided by the 
knowledge and dexterity of the Greeks ; but the 
flhips were fo clofely grappled , that only twelve 
of the Goths efcaped from this unfortunate con- 
flid. They affeded to depreciate an element in 
which they were unlkilled, but their own ex- 
perience confirmed the truth of a maxim , that 
the matter of the fea will always acquire the 
dominion- of the land **. 

After the iofs of Germanus, the nations were chauaer 
provoked to fmile, by the ftrange intelligence, and ex P' di r 
that the command of the Roman armies was giv- *‘° n n u ° h nL- 
en to an eunuch. But the eunuch Narfes ** is fes > 
ranked among the few who have refeued that A ' D ' 
unhappy name from the contempt and hatred of 
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chap/ mankind. A feeble diminutive body concealed 
xliii. the foul of a ftatefman and a warrior. His youth 
had been employed in the management of the 
loom and diftaff, in the cares of the houfehold, 
and the fervice of female luxury ; but while his 
hands were bufy, he fecretly exercifed the facul- 
ties of a vigorous and difcerning mind. A ftran- 
ger to the fchools and the camp, he fludied in 
the palace to diffemble , to flatter, and to per- 
fuade ; and as foon as he approached the perfon 
of the emperor, Juftinian liftened with furprife 
and pleafure to the manly counfels of his cham- 
berlain and private treafurer *°. The talents of 
Narfes were tried and improved in frequent em- 
baflies; he led an army into Italy, acquired a 
pra&ical knowledge of the war and the country, 
and prefumed to ftrive with the genius of Beli- 
farius. TwelvO years after his return, the eunuch 
■was chofen to atchieve the conqueft which had 
been left imperfect by the firft of the Roman ge- 
nerals. Inftead of being dazzled by vanity or 
emulation , he ferioufly declared , that unlefs he 
were armed with an adequate force, he would 
never confent to rifk his own glory, and that of 
his fovereign. Juftinian granted to the favpurite, 
v'hat he might have denied to the hero : the Go- 
thic war was rekindled from its allies, and the 
preparations were not unworthy of the ancient 
majefty of the empire. The key of the public 
treafure was put into his hand, to collc<ft maga- 
zines, to levy fold iers, to purchafe arms and horf- 
«s, to difeharge the arrears of pay, and to tempt 


Digitized by Google 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 .*S 


the fidelity of the fugitives and deferters. T he 
troops of Germanus were {fill in arms; they halt- 
ed atSalonain the expectation of anew leader ; and 
legions of fubjeCts and allies were created by the 
well-known liberality of the eunuch Narfes. The 
king of the Lombards 11 fatisfied or furpalfed the 
obligations of a treaty, by lending two thoufand 
two hundred of his braveft warriors, who were 
followed by three thoufand of their martial attend- 
ants. Three thoufand Heruli fought on horfeback 
under Philemuth, their native chief ; and the noble 
Aratus - , who adopted the manners and difciphne 
of Rome, conduced a band of veterans of. the 
fame nation. Dagiftheus was releafed from prifon 
to command the Huns; and Kobad, the grandfon 
and nephew of the great king, was confpicuous 
by the regal tiara at the head of his faithful Per* 
fians , who had devoted themfelves to the fortu- 
nes of their prince **. Abfolute in the exercife 
of his authority, more abfolute in the afFeCtion 
of his troops , Narfes led a numerous and gallant 
army from Philippopolis to Salona , from whence 
he coafted the eaftern fide of the Hadriatic as far 
as the confines of Italy. His progrefs was checked. 
The Eaft could not fnpply veffels capable of 
tranfporting fuch multitudes of men and horfes. 
The Franks , who , in the general confufion, had 
ufurped the greater part of the Venetian province, 
refufed a free paffage to the friends of the Lombards. 
The ftation of Verona was occupied by Teias, wjth 
the flower of the Gothic forces ; and that Ikilful com- 
mander had overfpread the adjacent country with 
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the fall of woods and the inundation of waters”. 
In this perplexity, an officer of experience pro- 
pofed a meafure , fecure by the appearance of 
rafhnefs ; that the Roman army fhould cautioufly 
advance along the fea-ffiore, while the fleet pre- 
ceded their march , and fucceffively call a bridge 
of boats over the mouths of the rivers, the Ti- 
mavus, the Brenta, the Adige 3 and the Po, that 
fall into the Hadriatic to the north of Ravenna. 
Nine days he repofed in the city, collected the 
fragments of the Italian army, and marched to- 
wards Rimini to meet the defiance of an infult- 
ing enemy. • 

The prudence of Narfes impelled him to fpeedy 
and decifive aftion. His powers were the laft effort 
of the ftate : the coft of each day accumulated the 
enormous account; and the nations, untrained to 
difeipline or fatigue, might be raflily provoked 
to turn their arms againft each other, or againfl 
their benefactor. The fame confiderations might 
have tempered the ardour of Totila. But he was 
confcious, that the clergy and people of Italy 
afpired to a fecond revolution : he felt or fufpedt- 
ed the rapid progrefs of treafon, and he refolved 
to rifle the Gothic kingdom on the chance of a 
day, in which the valiant would be animated by 
inltant danger, and the difaffe&ed might be awed 
by mutual ignorance. In his march from Ravenna, 
the Roman general chaftifed the garrifon of Ri- 
mini, traverfed in a direct line the hills of Ur- 
bino, and re-entered the Flaminian way, nine 
miles beyond the perforated rock, an obftacle of 

art 
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art and nature which might have flopped or re- c 11 a p. 
tarded his progrefs *\ The Goths were afTem- xliii. 
bled in the neighbourhood, of Rome, they advan- 
ced without delay to feek a fu'perior enemy, and 
the two armies approached each other at the difl- 
ance of one hundred furlongs, between Tagina rs 
and the fepulchres of the Gauls **. The haughty 
meffage of Narfcs was an offer , not of peace , 
but of pardon. The anfwer of the Gothic king 
declared his refolution, to die or conquer. “ What 
“ day , ” faid the meffenger , “ will you fix for 
“ the combat?" “ The eighth day,” replied 
Totila: but early the next morning he attempted 
to furprife a foe, fufpicious of deceit, and pre- 
pared for battle. Ten thoufand Heruli and Lom- 
bards, of approved valpur and doubtful faith, 
were placed in the centre. Each of the wings 
was compofed of eight thoufand Romans; the 
light was guarded by the cavalry of the Huns, 
the left was covered by fifteen hundred chofen 
horfe, deflined, according to the emergencies of 
adtiou, to fuftain the retreat of their friends, or 
to encompafs the flank of the enemy. From his 
proper flation at the head of the right wing, the 
eunuch rode along the line, expreffing by his voice 
and countenance' the affurance of victory exciting 
the foldiers of the emperor to punifh the guilt 
and madnefs of a band of robbers; and expofing * 
to their view, gold chains, collars, and brace- 
lets , the rewards of military virtue. From the 
event of a fingle combat, they drew an omen of 
fuccefs; and they beheld with pleafure the cou- 
Vol. VII. Z 
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chap, rage of fifty archers , who maintained a fmall emi- 
xLiii. ncnce againft three fucceflive attacks of the Go- 
thic cavalry. At the diftance only of two bow- 
Ihots, the armies fpent the morning in dreadful 
fufpcnfe , and the Romans tailed fome ncceffary 
food , without unloofening the cuirafs from their 
bread, or the bridle from their horfes. Narfes 
awaited the charge; and it was delayed by Totila 
till he had received his lad fuccours of two thou- 
fand Goths. While he confirmed the hours in 
fruitlefs treaty, the king exhibited in a narrow 
fpace the drength and agility of a warrior. His 
armour was enchafed with gold; his purple ban- 
ner floated with the wind : he cad his lance into 
the air; caught it with the right hand; fhifted it 
to the left ; threw himfeli backwards ; recovered 
bis feat ; and managed a fiery deed in all the 
paces and evolutions of the equeflrian fchool. As 
foon as the fuccours had arrived , he retired to bis 
tent , aflumed the drefs and arms of a private fol- 
dier, and gave the fignal of battle. The firftline 
of cavalry advanced with more courage than dif- 
cretion , and left behind them the infantry of the 
fecond line. They were foon engaged between 
the horns of a crefcent, into which the adverfe 
wings had been infenfibly curved , and were faint- 
ed from either fide by the vollies of four thoufand 
archers. Their ardour, and even their difirefs, 
drove them forwards to a clofe and unequal con- 
flidt , in which they could only ufe their lances 
againft an enemy equally Ikilled in all the inftru- 
ments of war. A generous emulation infpired the 
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Romans and their Barbarian allies ; andNarfes , who chap. 
calmly viewed and directed their efforts , doubt- XLHI. 
ed to whom he fhottld adjudge the prize of fuperior 
bravery. The Gothic cavalry was aftonifhed and 
difordered, preffed and broken ; and the line of in- 
fantry , inftead ofprefenting their fpears, or opening 
their intervals, were trampled under the feet of 
the flying horfe. Six tlioufand of the Goths were 
flaughtered , without mercy, in the field of Ta- 
gina. Their prince , with five attendants , was 
overtaken by Afbad, of the race of the Gepidae; 

« Spare the king ofltaly”, cried a loyal Voice, 
and Afbad ftruck his lance through the body of 
Totiia. The blow was inflantly revenged by the 
faithful Goths; they tranfported their dying mo- 
narch feven miles beyond the feene of his dif- 
grace; and his laft moments were not etmbittered 
by the prefence of an enemy. Compallion afford- 
ed him the flielter of an obfctire tomb; but the 
Romans were not fatisfied of their vidory , till 
they beheld the corpfe of the Gothic king. His 
hat, enriched with gems, and his bloody fobe , 
were prefented to Juftinian by the meffengers of 
triumph 17 . 

As foon as Narfes had paid his devotions to Cnnqneft of 
the Author of vidory, and the bleffed Virgin, by 
his peculiar patronefs ”, he praifed , rewarded, 
and difmiffed the Lombards. The villages had 
been reduced to afhes by thefe valiant favages ; 
they ravifhed matrons and virgins on the altar; 
their retreat was diligently watched by a ftrong 
detachment of regular forces, ’tVho prevented a 


Digitized by Google 



34 o THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, repetition of the like diforders. The vidorious 
XLin. eunuch purfued his march through Tufcany , ac- 
cepted the fubmiflion of the Goths , heard the 
acclamations , and often the complaints of the 
Italians , and encompafted the walls of Rome 
with the remainder of his formidable hoft. Round 
the wide circumference, Narfes afligned to him- 
felf, and to each of his lieutenants , a real or a 
feigned attack , while he filently marked the 
place of eafy and unguarded entrance. Neither 
the fortifications of Hadrian’s mole , nor of the 
port , could long delay the progrefs of the con- 
queror ; and Juftinian once more received the 
keys of Rome, which, under his reign, had been 
fve times taken and recovered *\ But the deliver- 
ance of Rome was the laft calamity of the Ro- 
man people. The Barbarian allies of Narfes too 
frequently confounded the privileges of peace and 
war: the defpair of the flying Goths found fome 
confolation in fanguinary revenge, and three hun- 
dred youths of the nobleft families, who had been 
fent as hoftages beyond the Po, were inhumanly 
flain by the fucceffor of Totila. The fate of the 
fenate fuggefts an awful lefTon of the viciflitude 
of human affairs. Of the fcnators whom Totila 
had banilhed from their country, fome were re- 
fcued by an officer of Belifarius , and tranfported 
from Campania to Sicily ; while others were too 
guilty to confide in the clemency of Juftinian, or 
too poor to provide horfes for their efcape to the fca- 
( fhore. Their brethren languifhed five years in a ftate 
of indigence and exile : the vidory of Narfes revived 
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their hopes ; but their premature return to the metro- c h a f.* 
polis was prevented by the furious Goths ; and all xim. 
the fortrefles of Campania were ftained with patri- 
cian 4 * blood. After a period of thirteen centuries, the 
inftitution of Romulus expired; and if the nobles 
of Rome ftill alTumed the title of fenators , few 
fubfequent traces can be difcovered of a public 
council , or conflitutional order. Afcend fix hun- 
dred years , and contemplate the kings of the earth 
foliciting an audience, as the flaves or freedmen 
of the Roman Senate *' ! 

The Gothic war was yet alive. The braveft of Defeat and 
the nation retired beyond the Po; and Teias was ° f he uft 
unanimoufly chofen to fucceed and revenge their kins; of the 
departed hero. Their new king immediately fent 
ambaffadors to implore, or rather to purchafe, M arC h. 
the aid of the Franks , and nobly lavilhed for the 
public fafety , the riches which had been depofit- 
ed in the palace of Pavia. The refidue of the 
royal treafure was guarded by his brother Aligern, 
at Cuma in Campania ; but the ftrong caftle 
which Totila had fortified, was clofely befieged 
by the arms of Narfcs. From the Alps, to the 
foot of mount Vefuvius , the Gothic king, by 
rapid and fecret marches , advanced to the relief 
of his brother, eluded the vigilance of the Roman 
chiefs, and pitched his camp on the banks of the 
Sarnus or Draco 41 , which flows from Nuceria 
into the bay of Naples.//. The river feparated the 
two armies; fixty days were confumed in diftanC 
and fruitlefs combats , and Teias maintained this 
important poft , till he was deferted by his fleet 


Digitized by Google 



34 3 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Chap, and the hope of fubfiftence. With reluctant fteps 
XMU. he afeended the La&anan mount , where the phy- 
ficians of Rome , fince the time of Galen, had fent 
their patients for the benefit of the air and the milk*'. 
But the Goths foon embraced a more generous refo- 
lution: to defeend the hill, todifmifs their horfes, 
and to die in arms , and in the pofleflion of freedom. 
The king marched at their head, bearing in his 
v right>hand a lance, and an ample buckler in his 
left; with the one he flruck dead the foremoft of 
the affailants ; with the other , he received the 
weapons which every hand was ambitious to aim 
againft his life. After a combat of many hours, 
his left arm was fatigued by the weight of twelve 
javelins which hung from his fhield. Without 
moving from his ground , or fufpending his blows, 
the hero called aloud on his attendants for a frefh 
buckler, but in the moment, while bis fide was 
uncovered , it was pierced by a mortal dart. He 
fell: and his head, exalted on a fpear, proclaimed 
to the nations , that the Gothic kingdom was no 
more. But the example of his death ferved only 
to animate the companions who had fworn to 
perifh with their leader. They fought tilldarknefs 
defeended on the earth. They repofed on their 
arms. The combat was renewed with the return of 
light , and maintained with unabated vigour 
till tire evening of the fecond day. The repofe 
of a fecond night , the want of water, and the 
lofs of their braveft champions , determined the 
furviving Goths to afccept the fair capitula* 
tion which the prudence of Narfes was iucli* 
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ned to propofe. They embraced the alternative 
of redding in Italy as the fubjccts and foldiers 
of Juftinian , or departing with a portion of 
their private wealth, in fearch of fome inde- 
pendent country 4+ . Yet the oath of fidelity or 
exile was alike rejected by one thoufand Goths, 
who broke away before the treaty was figned, 
and boldly effected their retreat to the walls of 
Pavia. The fpirit, as well as the fituation of Ali- 
gern, prompted him to imitate rather than to 
bewail his brother: a ftrong and dextrous archer, 
he tranfpierccd with a fmgle arrow the armouo 
and bread of his antagonift ; and his military 
condudl defended Cumae ” above a year againfb 
the forces of the Romans. Their induftryhad 
fcooped the Sibyll’s cave 4 * into a prodigious 
mine; combuftible materials were introduced to 
confume the temporary props : the wall and the 
gate of Cumx funk into the cavern, but the 
ruins formed a deep and inacceflible precipice. 
O11 the fragment of a rock, Aligern flood alone 
and unfhaken till he calmly furveyed the hope- 
lefs condition of his country, and judged it 
more honourable to be the friend of Narfes than 
the flave of the Franks. After the death of 
< Te as, the Roman general feparated his troops 
to reduce the cities of Italy; Lucca fuflained a 
long and vigorous fiege ; and fuch was the 
humanity or the prudence of Narfes , that the 
repeated perfidy of the inhabitants could not 
provoke him to exacl the forfeit lives of their 
i hoftages. Thefc hoftages were difmiffed in 
i Z 4 
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fafety ; and their grateful zeal at length fubdued 
the obftinacy of their countrymen 47 . 

Before Lucca had furrendered , Italy was over- 
whelmed by a new deluge of Barbarians. A 
feeble youth , the grandfon of Clovis , reigned 
over the Auftrafians or oriental Franks. The 
guardians of Theodebald entertained with cold- 
nefs and reludtance the magnificent promifes of 
the Gothic ambafiadors. But the fpirit of a mar- 
tial people outftripped the timid counfels of the 
court: two brothers, Lothaire and Buccelin 4 *, 
the dukes of the Alemanni, flood forth as the 
leaders of the Italian war; and feventy-five 
thoufand Germans defcc ided in the autumn from 
the Rhxtian Alps into the plain of Milan. The 
vanguard of the Roman army was ftationed near 
the Po , under the condudt of Fulkaris , a bold 
Herulian , who ralhly conceived, that perfcnal 
bravery was the foie duty and, merit of a com- 
mander. As he marched without order or pre- 
caution along the iEmilian way, an ambufeade 
of Franks fuddenly rofe from the amphitheatre 
of Parma: his troops were furprifed and routed; 
but their leader refufed to fly ; declaring to the 
Jaft moment, that death was lefs terrible than 
the angry countenance of Narfes. The death of 
Fulc&ris, and the retreat of the furviving chiefs, 
decided the fluctuating and rebellious temper of 
the Goths; they flew to the ftandard of their 
deliverers, and admitted them into the cities 
which ftill refilled the arms of the Roman gene- 
ral. The conqueror of Laly opened a free paf- 
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fage to the irrefiftible torrent of Barbarians. 
They paffed under the walls of'Cefena, and an- 
fwered by threats and reproaches the advice of 
Aligern, that the Gothic treafures could no 
longer repay the labour of an invafion. Two 
thoufand Franks' were dellroyed by the fkill and 
valour of Narfes himfelf , who fallied from 
Rimini at the head of three hundred horfe, to 
chaflifc the licentious rapine of their march. On 
the confines of Samnium , the two brothers 
divided their forces. With the right wing, Buc- 
celin afiumed the fpoil of Campania, Lucania, 
and Bruttium : with the left, Lothaire accepted the 
plunder of Apulia and Calabria. They followed 
the coaft of the Mediterranean and the Hadriatic, 
as far as Rhegium and Otranto, and the ex- 
treme lands of Italy were the term of their def- 
trudlive progrefs. The Franks, who were Chrif- 
tians and Catholics, contented themfelves with 
fimple pillage and occafional murder. But the 
churches which their piety had fpared, were 
flripped by the facrilegious hands of the Ale- 
manni, who facrificed horfes heads to their native 
deities of the woods and rivers 4 * : they melted 
or profaned the confecrated vefiels,, and the 
ruins of Ihrines and altars were ftained with the 
blood of the faithful. Buccelin was a&uated by 
ambition , and Lothaire by avarice. The former 
afpired to reflore the Gothic kingdom: the latter, 
after a promife to his brother of fpeedy fuc- 
cours, returned by the fame road to depofit his 
treafurc beyond the Alps. The ftrength of their 
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armies was already wafted by the change of 
climate and contagion of difeafe : the Germans 
revelled in the vintage of Italy; and their own 
intemperance avenged in fome degree the mife* 
ries of a defencelefs people. 

At the entrance of the fpring, the Imperial 
troops , who had guarded the cities , atlembled 
to the number of eighteen thoufand men, in the 
neighbourhood of Rome. Their winter hours 
had not been confumed in idlenefs. By the com- 
mand, and after the example of Narfes, they 
repeated each day their military exercife on foot 
and on horfeback, accuftomed their ear to obey 
the found of the trumpet, and pradfifed the Heps 
and evolutions of the Pyrrhic dance. From the 
flreights of Sicily, Buccelin , with thirty thou- 
fand Franks and Alemanni, flowly moved to- 
wards Capua, occupied with a wooden tower the 
bridge of Cafdinum , covered his right by the 
ftream of the Vulturnus, and fecured the reft 
of his encampment, by a rampart of (harp 
ftakes , and a circle of waggons , whofe wheels 
were buried in the earth. He impatiently ex- 
pected the return of Lbthaire ; ignorant , alas! 
that his brother could never return , and that the 
Chief and his army had been fwept away by a 
ftrange difeafe “ on the banks of the lake Benacns, 
between Trent and Verona. The banners of Narfes 
foon approached the Vulturnus , and the eyes of 
Italy were anxioufiy fixed on the event of this final 
conteft. Perhaps the talents of the Roman gene- 
ral were molt confpicuous in the calm operations 
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which precede the tumult of a battle. His fkilful 
movements intercepted the fubfiftence of the 
Barbarian , deprived him of the advantage of 
the bridge and river , and in the choice of the 
ground and moment of adlion, reduced him to 
comply with the inclination of his enemy. On 
the morning of the important day , when the 
ranks were already formed, a fervant, for fome 
trivial fault, was killed by his mailer, one of 
the leaders of the Heruli. TJ»e jultice or paffion 
of Narfes was awakened : he fummoned the of- 
fender to his prefence, and without liftening to 
liis excufes, gave the fignal to the miniller of 
death. If the cruel mailer had not infringed the 
laws of his nation, this arbitrary execution was 
not lefs unjuft , than it appears to have been im- 
prudent. The Heruli felt the indignity; they 
halted : but the Roman general , without Tooth- 
ing their rage, or expe<fting their refolution, called 
aloud, as the trumpets founded, that unlefs they 
liaftened to occupy their place, they would lofe 
the honour of the vidlory. His troops were dif- 
pofed ” in a long front, the cavalry on the wings; 
in the centre, the heavy-armed foot; the. archers 
and flingers in the rear. The Germans advanced 
in a fliar p-pointed column , of the form of a 
triangle or folid wedge. They pierced the feeble 
centre of Narfes , who received them with a 
fmile into the fatal fnare, and diredled his wings 
of cavalry infenfibly to wheel on their flanks 
and encompafs their rear. The hoft of the Franks 
and Alemanni confifted of infantry : a fword and 
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chap, buckler hung by their fide, and they ufed as 
XLIU. their weapons of offence , a weighty hatchet, 
and a hooked javelin , which were only formid- 
able in clofe combat, or at a fhort diffance. The 
flower of the Roman archers , on horfeback , and 
in complete armour , •flormifhed without peril 
round this immovable phalanx; fupplied by active 
fpeed the deficiency of number; and aimed their 
arrows againft a crowd of Barbarians, who, m- 
ftead of a cuirafs and helmet, were covered by 
a loofe garment of fur or linen. They paufed, 
they trembled, their ranks were confounded, 
and in the dccifive moment the Heruli, prefer- 
ring glory to revenge , charged with rapid vio- 
lence the head of the column. Their leader, Sind- 
bal, and Aligern, the Gothic prince,, deferved 
the prize of fuperior valour ; and their example 
incited the vidtorious troops to atchieve with 
fwords and fpears the deftru&ion of the enemy. 
Buccelin, and the greatefl part of his army, 
periflied on the field of battle , in the waters of 
the Vulturnus, or by the hands of the enraged 
peafants : but it may feem incredible, that a vic- 
tory ", which no more than five of the Aleman- 
ni furvived , could be purchafed with the lofs of 
fourfcore Romans. Seven thoufand Goths , the 
relics of the war, defended the fortrefs of Campfa 
till the enfuing fpring; and every meffenger of 
Narfes announced the redudtion of the Italian 
cities, whofe names were corrupted by the ig- 
norance or vanity of the Greeks ”. After the 
battle of Cafilinum, Narfes entered the capital; 
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the arms and treafures of the Goths, the Franks, chap, 
and the Alemanni, were difplayed; his foldiers, xliii. 
with garlands in their hands, chanted the praifes 
of the conqueror; and Rome, for the lull time, 
beheld the femblance of a triumph. 

After a reign of fixty years , the throne of the Settlement of 
Gothic kings was filled by the Exarchs of Ra- Ml d. 
venna, the reprefen tatives in peace and war of s* 4 — 
the emperor of the Romans. Their jurifdidion 
was foon reduced to the limits of a narrow pro- 
vince : but Narfes himfelf , the firft and moil 
powerful of the Exarchs , adminiftered above 
fifteen years the entire kingdom of Italy. Like 
Belifarius , he had deferved the honours of envy, 
calumny , and difgrace : but the favourite eunuch 
ftill enjoyed the confidence of Juftinian, or the 
leader of a vidorious army awed and reprefled 
the ingratitude of a timid court. Yet it was not 
by weak and mifchievous indulgence that Nar- 
fes fecured the attachment of his troops. Forget- 
ful of the pad , and regardlefs of the future, they 
abufed the prefent hour of profperity and peace. 

The cities of Italy refounded with the node of 
drinking and dancing: the fpoils of vidory were 
wafted in fenfual pleafures ; and nothing ( fays 
Agathias) remained, unlefs to exchange their 
fhields and helmets for the foft lute and the capa- 
cious hogfiiead ! \ In a manly oration , not un- 
worthy of a Roman cenfor, the eunuch reprov- 
ed thefe diforderly vices , which fullied their 
fame and endangered their fafety. The foldiers 
bluflied and obeyed: difeipline was confirmed, , 
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chap, the fortifications were reftored ; a duke was fta- 
xliii. tioned for the defence and military command of 
each of the principal cities and the eyeofNar- 
fes pervaded the ample profpedt from Calabria tc> 
the Alps. The remains of the Gothic nation eva- 
cuated the country, or mingled with the people: 
the Franks , inftead of revenging the death of 
Buccelin, abandoned, without a ftruggle, their 
Italian conquefts : and the rebellious Sindbal, chief 
of theHcruli, was fubdued, taken, and hung on 
a lofty gallows by the inflexible juftice of the 
Exarch The civil Hate of Italy, after the agi- 
tation of a long tempeft, was fixed by a pragma- 
tic fan&ion , which the emperor promulgated at 
the requeft of the pope. Juftinian introduced his 
own jurifprudence into the fchools and tribunals 
of the Weft : he ratified the ads of Theodoric 
and his immediate fucceflors , but every deed was 
refeinded and aboli/hed, which force had extorted, 
or fear had fubferibed, under the ufurpation of 
Totila. A moderate theory was framed to recon. 
cile the rights of property with the fafety of pre- 
feription, the claims of the ftate with the poverty 
of the people, and the pardon of offences with 
the intereft of virtue and order of fociety. Under 
the Exarchs ol Ravenna, Rome was degraded 
to the fecond rank. Yet the fenators were gra. 
tified by the permiflion of vifiting their eftates in 
Italy , and of approaching without obftacle the 
throne of Conftantinople : the regulation of 
weights and meafures was delegated to the pope 
and fenate; and the falaries of lawyers and phy* 
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ficians, of orators and grammarians , were deftin- chap. 
ed to preferve or rekindle the light of fcience in xliii. 
the ancient capital. Juftinian might didate bene- 
volent edids 17 , and Narfes might fecond his 
willies by the reftoration of cities, and more efpe- 
cially of churches. But the power of kings is 
mofl effedual to deftroy : and the twenty years 
of the Gothic war had confummated the diftrefs 
and depopulation of Italy. As early as the fourth 
campaign, under the difcipline of Belifarius him- 
felf, fifty thoufand labourers died of hunger s * in 
the narrow region of Picenum and a ftrid 
interpretation of the evidence of Procopius 
would fwell the lofs of Italy above the total fum 
of her prefent inhabitants 

I defire to believe , but I dare not affirm , that invafion of 
Belifarius fincerely rejoiced in the triumph ofNar-*^ Bulga ‘ 
fes. Yet the confcioufnefs of his own exploits a. o' <59. 
might teach him to efteem without jealoufy the 
merit of a rival ; and the repofe of the aged war- 
rior was crowned by a laft victory which faved 
the emperor and the capital. The Barbarians who 
annually vifited the provinces of Europe were 
lefs difcouraged by fome accidental defeats, than 
they were excited by the double hope of fpoil 
and of fubfidy. In the thirty- fecond winter of 
Juflinian’s reign, the Danube was deeply frozen: 
Zabergan led the cavalry of the Bulgarians, and 
his ftandard was followed by a promifcuous mul- 
titude of Sclavonians. The favage chief palled 
without oppofition the river and the mountains, 
fpread his troops over Macedonia and Thrace, 
and advanced with no more than feyen thoufand 
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chap, liorfe to the long walls which Ihouldhave defend- 
XLHI. ed the territory of Conftantinople. But the 
works of man are impotent againft the affaults of 
nature: a recent earthquake had fhaken the foun- 
dations of the wall ; and the forces of the empire 
were employed on the diftant frontiers of Italy, 
Africa , and Perfia. The feven fchonls ", or com- 
panies of the guards or domeftic troops, had been 
augmented t6 the number of five thoufand five 
hundred men, whofe ordinary ftation-was in the 
peaceful cities of Afia. But the places of the 
brave Armenians were infenfibly fupplied by lazy 
citizens , who purchafed an exemption from the 
duties of civil life, without being expofed to the 
dangers of military fcrvice. Of fuch foldiers, few 
could be tempted to fally from the gates; and 
none could be perfuaded to remain in the field, 
unlefs they wanted ftrength and fpeed to efcape 
from the Bulgarians. The report of the fugiti- 
ves exaggerated the numbers and fiercenefs of an 
enemy , who had polluted holy virgins, and aban- 
doned new-born infants to the dogs and vultu- 
res; a crowd of ruftics, imploring food and pro- 
tection, encreafed the conllernation of the city,, 
and the tents of Zabergan were pitched at the 
diftance of twenty miles “ , on the banks of a 
fmall river, which encircles Melan thias , and after- 
wards falls into the Propontis Juflinian trem- 
bled: and tliofe who had only feen the emperor 
in his old age, were pleafed to fuppofe , that he 
had loji the alacrity and vigour of his youth. By 
his command, the veffels of gold and filver were 

removed 
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removed from the churches in the neighbourhood, 
and even the fuburbs, of Conllantinople: the 
ramparts were lined with trembling fpecdators : 
the golden gate was crowded with ufelefs gene- 
rals and tribunes, and the fenate 111 a red the fati- 
gues arid the apprehenfions of the populace. 

But the eyes of the prince and people were 
directed to a feeble veteran , who was compelled 
by the public danger to refume the armour in 
which he had entered Carthage and defended 
Rome. The horfes of the royal ftables, of pri- 
vate citizens and even of the circus, werehalliiy 
collected; the emulation of the old and young 
was roufed by the name of Belifarius, and his 
firlt encampment was in the prefence of a victo- 
rious enemy. His prudence, and the labour of 
the friendly peafants, fecured, with a ditch and 
rampart, the repofe of the night: innumerable 
fires, and clouds of duft , were artfully contrived 
to magnify the opinion of his flrength : his Jfol- 
diers fuddenly paffed from defpondency to pre- 
fumption; and, while ten thotifand voices demand- 
ed the battle , Belifarius diffembled his know- 
ledge, that in the hour of trial he muff depend 
on the firmnefs of three hundred veterans. 'I he 
next morning, the Bulgarian cavalry advanced to 
the charge. But they heard the fhotits of multi- 
tudes , they beheld the arms and difeipline of the 
front; they were affaulted on the flanks by two 
ambufeades which rofe from the woods; their 
foremolf warriors fell by the hand of the aged 
hero and his guards; and the fwiftnefs of their 
Vol. VII, A a 
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c hap. evolutions was rendered ufelefs by tbe clofe attack 
xliii. and rapid purfuit of the Romans. In this a&ion 
( fo fpeedy was their flight ) the Bulgarians loft 
only four hundred horfe ; but Constantinople 
was faved ; and Zabergan, who felt the hand 
of a mailer, withdrew to a refpe&ful diftonce. 
But his friends were numerous in the councils 
of the emperor , and Belifarius obeyed with 
relu&ance, the commands of envy and Juftinian, 
which forbade him to atchieve the deliverance 
of his country. On his return to the city, the 
people, Hill confcious of their danger; accompanied 
his triumph with acclamations of joy and grati- 
tude , which were imputed as a crime to the victo- 
rious general. But when he entered the palace, 
the courtiers were filent , and the emperor, after a 
cold and thanklefs embrace, difmiffed him to 
mingle with the train of Haves. Yet fo deep 
was the impreflion of his glory on the minds of 
men, that Juftinian, in the feventy-feventh year 
of his age, was encouraged t-o advance near 
forty miles from the capital, and to infpect in 
perfon the -reftoration of the long wall. The 
Bulgarians wafted the fummer in the plains of 
Thrace; but they were inclined to peace by the 
failure of their rafh attempts on Greece and the 
Cherfoncfus. A menace of killing their prifoners 
quickened the payment of heavy ranfoms; ar.d 
the departure of Zabergan was haftened by the 
report, that double -plowed veffels were built 
on the Danube to intercept his paflage. The 
danger was foon forgotten ; and a vain queflion, 
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whether their fovcreign had fhewn more wifdotn 
or weaknefs, amufed the idlenefs of the city ‘h 
About two years after the lad vidory of Belifa- 
rius , the emperor returned from a Thracian 
journey of health, or bufinefs, or devotion. 
Juftinian was afflided by a pain in his head; 
and his private entry countenanced the rumour 
of his death. Before the third hour of the day, 
the bakers {hops were plundered of their bread, 
the houfes were fhut, and every citizen, with 
hope or terror, prepared for the impending 
tumult. The fenators themfelves, fearful and 
fufpicious, were convened at the ninth hour; and 
the prtefed received their commands to vifit every 
quarter of the city, and proclaim a general illumi- 
nation for the recovery of the emperor’s health. 
The ferment fubfided ; but every accident betrayed 
the impotence of the government and the fadi- 
ous temper of the people: the guards were dif- 
pofed to mutiny as often as their quarters were 
changedor their pay was with-held: the frequent, 
calamities of fires and earthquakes afforded the 
opportunities of diforder; the difputes of the 
blues and greens , of the orthodox and heretics 
degenerated into bloody battles ; and, in the pre- 
fence of the Perfian ambaflador, Juftinian bluilied 
for himfelf and for his fubjeds. Capricious par- 
don and arbitrary punifhment embittered the 
irkfomenefs and difeontent of a long reign: a 
confpiracy was formed in the palace; and s unlefs 
we are deceived by the names of Marcellus and 
Sergius , the moft virtuous and the moft profligate 
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of the courtiers were affociated in the fame de- 
figns. They had fixed the time of the exe- 
cution ; their rank gave them accefs to the royal 
banquet; and their black flaves <s were ftationed 
in the veftibule and porticos to announce the 
death of the tyrant, and to excite a fedition in 
the capital. But the indifcretion of an accom- 
plice faved the poor remnant of the days of Juf- 
tinian. The confpirators were detc&cd and feiz- 
ed , with daggers hidden under their garments: 
Marcellus died by his own hand , and Sergius 
was dragged from the fanctuary Preffed by 
remorfe, or tempted by the hopes of fafety , he 
accufed two officers of the houfehold of Belifa- 
rius ; and torture forced them to declare that 
they had a&ed according to the fecret inftrutffi- 
ons of their patron ‘ 7 . Poflerity will not hallily 
believe that an hero who, in the vigour of life, 
had difdained the faireft offers of ambition and 
revenge , fhould (loop to the murder of his 
prince, whom he could not long expecft to fut- 
vive. Ilis followers were impatient to fly ; but 
flight muff have been fupported by rebellion , 
and he had lived enough for nature and for 
glory. Belifarius appeared before the council 
with lefs fear than indignation : after forty years 
fervice, the emperor had prejudged his guilt ; 
and injullice was fanclified by the prefence 
and authority of the patriarch. The life of Beli- 
farius was gracioufiy fpared ; but his fortunes 
were fcqueftered , and , from December to 
July, he was guarded as a prifoner in his own 
palace. At length his innocence was acknow- 
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ledged ; his freedom and honours were reftored ; chaP. 
and death , which might be haftened by refent- xliii. 
ment and grief, removed him from the world A - D - 
about eight months after his deliverance. The 1 arc l3 ' 
name of Belifarius can never die : but inftead of 
the funeral, the monuments, the ftatues , fo 
jufily due to his memory, I only read, that his 
treafures , the fpoils of the Goths and Vandals , 
were immediately confifcated by the emperor. 

Some decent portion was referved , however, for 
the life of his widow ; and as Antonina had 
much to repent, fhe devoted the laft remains of 
her life and fortune to the foundation of a con- 
vent. Such is the fimple and genuine narrative 
of the fall of Belifarius and the ingratitude of 
Juftinian **. That he was deprived of his eyes , 
and reduced by envy to beg his bread, “Give 
a penny to Belifarius the general! ” is a fidtion 
of later times which has obtained credit , or 
rather favour , as a ftrange example of the vicif- 
fi tudes of fortune 7 *. 

If the emperor could rejoice in the death of Death * n ' 1 
Belifarius , he enjoyed the bafe fatisfadion only j uftjniail > 
eight months, the laft period of a reign of thirty- A ' D - 
eight, and a life of eighty- three years. It would Nov ‘ l4 * 
be difficult to trace the charader of a prince 
who is not the moft confpicuous objed of his 
own times : but the confeffions of an enemy may 
be received as the fafeft evidence of his virtues. 

The refemblance of Juftinian to the buft of 
Domitian , is malicioufly urged 7 '; with the 
acknowledgment, however, of a well-propor’ 
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Chap, tioned figure, a ruddy complexion, and a pleaf- 
XUH. ing countenance. The emperor was eafy of ac- 
cefs, patient of hearing, courteous and affable in 
difcourfe , and a mailer of the angry paffions, 
which rage with fuch deftructive violence in the 
breaft of a defpot. Procopius praifes his temper 
to reproach him with calm and deliberate cruelty; 
but in the confpiracies which attacked his autho- 
rity and perfon, a more candid judge will ap- 
prove the juftice , or admire the clemency of Juf- 
tinian. He excelled in the private virtues of 
challity and temperance: but the impartial love of 
beauty would have been lefs mifchievous, than his 
conjugal tendernefs for Theodora; and his abfte- 
mious diet was regulated, not by the prudence 
of a philofopher, but the fuperftition of a monk. 
His rcpafls were fliort and frugal : on folemn 
falls, he contented himfelf with water and vege- 
tables ; and fuch was his ftrength , as well as 
fervour, that he frequently palled two days and 
as many nights , without tailing any food. The 
meafure of his fieep was not lefs rigorous : after 
the rcpofe of a fingle hour, the body- was 
awakened by the foul , and , to the nflonifhment 
of his chamberlains, Jullinian walked or lludied 
till the morning light. Such rcfllefs application 
prolonged his time for the acquifition of know- 
ledge 71 and the difpatch of bufinefs ; and he 
might feriouffy deferve the reproach of confound- 
ing , by minute and prepolferous diligence, the 
general order of his adminillration. The emperor 
profeffed himfelf a mufician and architect, a poet 
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“and philofopher, a lawyer and theologian; and chap. 
if he failed in the enterprife of reconciling the xliii. 
Chriftian feels , the review of the Roman jurif- 
prudence is a noble monument of his fpirit and 
induftry. In the government of the empire, he 
was lefs wife or lefs fuccefsful ; the. age was 
unfortunate ; the * people was opprefled and dif- 
centented ; Theodora abufed her power; a fuc- 
ccllion of bad miniflers difgraced his judgment; 
and Juflinian was neither beloved in his life, nor 
regretted at his death. The love of fame was 
deeply implanted in his bread , but he conde- 
feended to the poor ambition of titles, honours, 
and contemporary praife ; and while he laboured 
to fix the admiration , he forfeited the ellcem 
and affection of the Romans. The defign of the 
African and Italian wars was boldly conceived 
and executed: and his penetration difeovered the 
talents of Belifarius in the camp, of Narfes in the 
palace. But the name of the emperor is eclipfed 
by the names of his victorious generals ; and 
Belifarius ftill lives , to upbraid the envy and 
ingratitude of his fovereign. The partial favour 
of mankind applauds the, genius of a conqueror, 
who leads and diredts his l'ubjects in the exercifc 
of arms. The characters of Philip the Second 
and of Juftinian are diftinguilbed by the cold 
ambition which delights in "war, and declines 
the dangers of the field. Yet a coloiTal flatue of 
bronze reprefented the emperor on horfcback , 
preparing to march againft the Perfians in the 
habit and armour of Achilles. In the great fquare 
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before the church of St. Sophia, this monument 
was railed on a brafs column and a ftone pedeftal 
of feven Heps ; and the pillar of Theodofius, 
which weighed feven thoufand four hundred 
pounds of filver , was removed from the fame 
place by the avarice and vanity of Juftinian. 
Future princes were more juft or indulgent, to 
hii memory; the elder Andronicus, in the begin- 
ning of the fourteenth century , repaired and 
beautified his equeftrian ftatue: fince the fall of 
the empire , it has been melted into cannon by 
the victorious Turks 71 . 

I fball conclude this chapter with the comets , 
the earthquakes, and the plague, which aftonifhed 
or afflicted the age of Juftinian. 

I. In the fifth year of his reign , and in the 
month of September, a comet 7 * was feen during 
twenty days in the weftern quarter of the hea- 
vens , and which fhot its rays into the north. 
Eight years afterwards , while the fun was in 
Capricorn , another comet appeared to follow in 
the Sagitary : the fize was gradually encreafing; 
the head was in the caft , the tail in the weft, 
and it remained vifibl$ above forty days. The 
nations, who gazed with aftonifhment , expedted 
wars and calamities from their baleful influence ; 
and thefe expectations were abundantly fulfilled. 
The aftronomers diflembled their ignorance of 
the nature of thefe blazing ftars, which they 
affedted to reprefent as the floating meteors of 
the air ; and few among them embraced the 
Ample notion of Seneca and the Chaldeans, that 
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they are only planets af a longer period and more 
eccentric motion 71 . Time and fcience have juftifi- 
ed the conje&ures and predictions of the Roman 
fage: the telefcope has opened new worlds to the 
eyes of aftronomers 76 ; and, in the narrow fpace 
of hiftory and fable, one and the fame comet is 
already found to have rcvifited the earth in /even 
equal revolutions of five hundred and feventy-five 
years. The firji 77 , which afcends beyond the 
Chriftian tera one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-fevcn years, is coeval with Ogyges the 
father of Grecian antiquity. And this appearance 
explains the tradition which Varro has preferved, 
that under his reign, the planet Venus changed 
her colour, fize, figure, and courfe; a prodigy, 
without example either in paft or fucceeding 
ages 7t , The fecond vifit , in the year eleven 
hundred and ninety-three, is darkly implied in the 
fable of Eledtra the feventh of the Pleiads , who 
have been reduced to fix fince the time of the 
Trojan war. That nymph, the wife ofDardanus, 
was unable to fupport the ruin of her country; 
file abandoned the dances of her fifter orbs, fled 
from the zodiac to the north pole, and obtained, 
from her difhevelled locks , the name of the comet. 
The third period expires in the year fix hundred 
and eighteen , a date that exactly agrees with the 
tremendous comet of the Sibyll , and perhaps of 
Pliny, which' arofe in the Weft, two generations 
before the reign of Cyrus. The fourth apparition , 
forty-four years before the birth ofChrift, is of all 
others the moft fplendid and important. After the 
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chap, death of Cxfar, a long-haired ftar was confprcinjus 
X i,ill. to Rome and to the nations, during the games 
•which were exhibited by young Octavian , in 
honour of Venus and his uncle. The vulgar 
opinion , that it conveyed to heaven the divine 
foul of the dictator , was cherifhed and confecrated 
by the piety of a flatefmam: while his fecret 
fuperftition referred the cornet to the glory of his 
own times 79 . The fifth vifit has been already 
aferibed to the fifth year of Juflinian , which 
coincides with the five hundred and thirty-firll of 
the Chriftian sera. And it may deferve notice, 
that in this, as in the preceding in fiance, the comet 
, was followed, though at a longer interval , by a 

remarkable palencfs of the fun. The fixth return, 
in the year eleven hundred and fix , is recorded 
by the chronicles of Europe and China ; and in the 
firfb fervour of the Crufades, the Chnftians and the 
Mahometans might furmife with equal reafon , 
that it portended the deflrudtion of the Infidels. 
The feventh phenomenon, of one thoufand fix 
hundred and eighty, was prefented to the eyes of 
an enlightened age 8 ”. The philofophy of Bayle 
difpelled a prejudice which Milton’s mufe had fo 
recently adorned , that the comet “ from its horrid 
hair fliakes peftilence and war 8 '.” Its road in the 
heavens was obferved with exquifite fkill by 
Flamflead and CafTini ; and the mathematical 
fcience of Bernoulli , Newton , and Halley , invefli- 
gated the laws of its revolutions. At the eighth 
period , in the year two thoufand three hundred 
and fifty-five, their calculations may perhaps be 
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verified by the aftronomers of fome future capital 
in the Siberian or American wildernefs. 

II. The near approach of a comet may injure 
or deflroy the globe which we inhabit ; but 
the changes on its furface have been hitherto 
produced by the addons of volcanos and earth- 
quakes **. The nature of the foil may indicate 
the countries moll expofed to thefe formidable 
concuffions , fince they are caufed by fubterra- 
neous fires, and fuch fires are kindled by the union 
and fermentation of iron and fulphur. But their 
times and effeds appear to lie beyond the reach 
of human curiofity , and the philofophcr will 
difcreetly abflain from the predidion of earthqua- 
kes , till he has counted the drops £>f water that 
filently filtrate on the inflammable mineral , and 
meafnred the caverns which encreafe byreliftance 
the explofion of the imprifoned air. Without 
aligning the caufe, hiflory will diftinguilh the 
periods in which thefe calamitous events have 
been rare or frequent, and will obferve, that this 
fever' of the -earth raged with uncommon vio- 
lence during the reign of Juftinian S! . Each year 
is marked by the repetition of earthquakes, of 
fuch duration , that Conftantinople ha,s been 
fhaken above forty days; of fuch extent, that 
the fhock has been communicated to the whole 
furface of the globe , or at leaft of the Roman 
empire. An impulfive or vibratory motion was 
felt: enormous chafms were opened, huge and 
heavy bodies were difeharged into the air , the 
fea alternately advanced and retreated beyondjts 
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ordinary bounds , and a mountain was torn from 
Libanus 84 , and caft into the waves, where it 
protected , as a mole , the new harbour of Bo- 
trys " in Phoenicia. The Itroke that agitates an 
ant-hill, may crufh the infetft-myriads in the dull; 
yet truth muft extort a confeffion, that man has 
indultrioufly laboured for his own deftrudtion. 
The inftitution of great cities , which include a 
nation within the limits of a wall , almoft realizes 
the with of Caligula, that the Roman people had 
but one neck. Two hundred and fifty thoufand 
perfons are faid to have pcrifhed in the earth- 
quake of Antioch , whofe domeftic multitudes were 
fwelled by the conflux of ftrangers to the feftival 
of the Afcenfion. The lofs ofBerytus 84 was of 
fmaller account, but of much greater value. 
That city , on the coaft of Phoenicia , was illuf- 
trated by the Jtudy of the civil law , which open- 
ed the furelt road to wealth and dignity: the 
fchools of Berytus were filled with the rifing fpi- 
rits of the age, and many a youth was loft in 
the earthquake, who might have lived to be the 
fcourge or the guardian of his country. In thefe 
difallers , the architect becomes the enemy of 
mankind. The hut of a favage, or the tent of an 
Arab , may be thrown down without injury to the 
inhabitant ; and the Peruvians had reafon to deride 
the folly of their Spanilh conquerors, who with 
fo much colt and labour erected their own fcpul- 
chres. The rich marbles of a patrician are dafhed 
on his own head : a whole people is buried un- 
der the ruins of public and private edifices, and 
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the conflagration is kindled and propagated by c 11 a f. 
the innumerable fires which are*neceflary for the xi.ni. 
fubfiftance and manufactures of a great citvCInftead 
of the mutual fympathy which might comfort and 
alfifl; the diftreffed , they dreadfully experience the 
vices and paflions which are releafed from the 
fear of punifhment: the tottering houfes are pil- 
laged by intrepid avarice ; revenge embraces the 
moment, and feleCts the victim; and the earth 
often fwallows the a (Tallin or the ravilher in the 
confummation of their crimes. Superftition in- 
volves the prefent danger with invifible terrors ; 
and if the image , of death may fometimes be fub- 
fervient to the virtue or repentance of indivi- 
duals , an affrighted people is more forcibly 
moved to expect the end of the world , or to 
deprecate with fervile homage the wrath of an 
avenging Deity. 

III. .Ethiopia and Egypt have been ftigmatifed Pla s ,,f — ics 

. . - * 1 r , r origin and 

ili every age, as the original lource and leminary nautret 
of the plague “ 7 . In a damp, hot, ftagnating a. d. sra- 
air, this African fever is generated from the pu- 
trefaction of animal fubftances ,%and efpecially 
from the fwarms of locufts , not iSfs deftructive 
to mankind in their death than in their lives. 

The fatal difeafe which depopulated the earth 
in the time of.Juftinian and his fucceffors 
firft appeared in the neighbourhood of Pelu- 
fium , between the Serbonian bog and the 
eaftern channel of the Nile. From thence , tra- 
cing as it were a double path, it fpread to the 
Ealt, over Syria, Perfia, and the Indies, and 
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c h a p. penetrated to the W eft , along the coaft of Afri- 
xliii. ca , and over tlfe continent of Europe. In the 
fpringHf the fecond year, Conftantinople , du- 
ring three or four months, was vifited by the 
peftilence : and Procopius , who obferved its 
progrefs and fymptoms with the eyes of ' a 
phyncian 89 , has emulated the fkill and dili- 
gence of Thucydides in the defcription of the 
plague of Athens *\ The infection was fome- 
times announced by the vifions of a diftem- 
pered fancy , and the victim defpaired as foon as 
lie had heard the menace and felt the ftroke of 
an invifible fpedtre. But the greater number, in 
their beds, in the ftreets , in their ufual occupa- 
tion, were furprifed by a flight fever; fo flight 
indeed , that neither the pulfe nor the colour of 
the patient gave any flgns of the approaching 
danger. The fame, the next, or the lucceeding 
day , it was declared by the {welling of the 
glands , particularly thofe of the groin , of the 
arm-pits , and under the ear ; and when thefe bu- 
bos or tumpurs were opened , they were found 
to contain' a Goal , or black fubftance, of the 
lize of a lentil. If they came to a'juft fwelling and 
fuppuration , the patient was Lived by this kind 
and natural difcharge of the morbid humour. But 
if they continued hard and dry., a mortification 
quickly enfued, and the fifth day was commonly 
the term of his life. The fever was often ac- 
companied with lethargy or delirium; the bodies 
of the fick were covered with black puftules or 
carbuncles, the fymptoms of immediate death.; 


Digitized by GoogI 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 367 


and in the conftitutions too feeble to produce an c h a p. 
eruption , the vomiting of blood was followed xi.ni. 
by a mortification of the bowels. To pregnant 
women the plague was generally mortal: yet one 
infant was drawn alive from his dead mother, 
and three mothers furvivcd the lofs of their in- 
fected foetus. Youth was the mofh perilous fea- 
fon ; and the female fex was lefs fufceptible than 
the male : but every rank and profeffion was at- 
tacked with indifcriminatc rage , and many of 
thofe who efcaped were deprived of the ufe of 
their fpeech , without being fecure from a return 
of the diforder **. The phyficians of Conftan- 
tinople were zealous and fkilful : but their art 
was baffled by the various fymptoms and per- 
tinacious vehemence of the difeafe : the fame 
remedies were productive of contrary effeCts , and 
the event capricioufly difappointed their prognof- 
tics of death or recovery. The order of funerals, 
and the right of fepulchres , were confounded ; 
thofe who were left without friends or fervants, 
lay unburied in the ftreets or in their defolate 
lioufes, and a magiftrate was authorifed to col- 
led the promifcuous heaps of dead Todies, to 
tranfport them by land or water, and to inter 
them in deep pits beyond the precincts of the 
city. Their own danger , and the profpeCt of 
public diftrefs, awakened fome remorfe in the 
minds of the molt vicious of mankind: the con- 
fidence of health again revived their paffiotis and 
habits; but philofophy muft difdain the obferva- 
t-ion of Procopius , that the lives of fuch men 
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were guarded by the peculiar favour of fortune 
or providence. He forgot, or perhaps he fecretly 
recolle&ed, that the plague had touched the per- 
fon of Juftinian himfelf: but the abfiemious diet 
of the emperor may fuggcft , as in the cafe of 
Socrates, a more rational and honourable caufe 
for his recovery During his ficknefs , the 
public confirmation was expreffed in the habits 
of the citizens ; and their idlenefs and defpondence 
occafioned a general fcarcity in the capital of 
the Eaft. 

Contagion is the infeparable fymptoin of the 
plague; which, by mutual refpiration, is trans- 
fufed from the intedted perfons to the lungs and 
ftomach of thofe who approach them. While 
philofophers believe and tremble, it is Angular, 
that the exiftence of a real danger fhould have 
been denied by a people moft prone to vain and 
imaginary terrors 9J . Yet the fellow-citizens of 
Procopius were fatisfied, by fome fhort and par- 
tial experience, that the infection could not be 
gained by the clofeft converfation * + ; and this 
perfuaAon might fupport the afifiduity of friends 
or phyficians in the care of the fick, whom in- 
human prudence would have condemned to fo- 
litude and defpair. Rut the fatal fecurity, like 
the predeftination of the Turks, mull have aided 
the progrefs of the contagion; and thofe falutary 
precautions to which Europe is indebted for her 
iafety , were unknown to the government of Juf- 
tinian. No reftraints were impol’ed on the free 
and frequent intercourfe of the Roman provinces : 

from 
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from Perfia to France, the nations were mingled 
and infected by wars and emigrations; and the 
peftilential odour which lurks for years in a bale 
of cotton, was imported, by the abufe of trade, 
into the moft diftant regions. The mode of its 
propagation is explained by the remark of Pro- 
copius himfeif, that it always fpread from the 
fea-coaft to the inland country: the moft fequef- 
tered ifiands and mountains were fucceffively vi- 
fited , the places which had efcaped the fury of 
its firft paffage, were alone expofed to the con- 
tagion of the enfuing year. The winds might 
diffufe that fubtle venom; but unlefs the atmo- 
fphere be previoufly difpofed for its reception , 
the plague would foon expire in the cold or tem- 
perate climates of the earth. Such was the uni- 
verfal corruption of the air, that the peftilence 
which burft forth in the fifteenth year ofJuftinian 
was not checked or alleviated by any difference 
of the feafons. In time, its firft malignity was 
abated and difperfed ; the difeafe alternately 
languifhed and revived; but it was not till the 
end of a calamitous period of fifty -two years, 
that mankind recovered their health, or the air 
refumed its pure and falubrious quality. No fads 
have been preferved to.fuftain an account, or 
even a conjedure, of the numbers that penlhed 
in this extraordinary mortality. I only find, that 
during three months, five, and at length ten, 
thoufand perfons died each day at Conftantinople; 
that many cities of the Eaft were left vacant , 
and that in feveral diftrids of Italy the harveft 
VOL. VII. . B b 
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chap, and the vintage withered on the ground. The 
xliii. triple fcourge of war, peftilence, and famine, af- 
flicted the fubjeds of Juftinian , and his reign is 
difgraced by a vifible decreafe of the human fpe- 
cies, which has never been repaired in fomc of 
the faireft countries of the globe 
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